The more you read, the more you learn. The more you write, the more you develop.


A… To introduce or lıst advantages: 

The main advantage of …..

The most important advantage of ….

One advantage of..


An additional advantage of…

One major advantage of….

It is often suggested that …

It is often believed that...,


A further advantage of …. 

Examples: 

· One advantage to/of having parents arrange a marriage is financial security.

· One of the main advantages of using a computer is the fact that you can save time.

· One major advantage of living in a foreign country is that you have better economic conditions.

ADVANTANGES of USING CELL PHONES

The most important advantage of cell phones is that you can use them almost everywhere without cables or electricity. By using mobile phones, you can communicate with everyone whenever you want and wherever you are. Beside this, if there is an urgent situation, such as an accident or a meeting with someone, you certainly need a mobile phone. Furthermore, you can access the internet by using a cell phone. Recently, the most common way of communication in the world has been the SMS. Cell phones include this system; in this way you can communicate with someone for cheaper than a normal call. 





ADVANTANGES of USING CELL PHONES

The biggest advantage of using a cell phone is that you can reach people easily. Also, when somebody wants to reach you, he can get in touch with you by touching a few buttons. In addition, you can carry a cell phone easily. Furthermore, cell phones are not only used for communication, but they can also be used for taking pictures, listening to music, playing games, getting onto the internet, and so on.
Practice: Now write your own paragraph using the introduced transition signals. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

B… to introduce or list disadvantages: 
The main disadvantage of

The most important drawback of..., 

One disadvantage of..., 


One major disadvantage of….. 

Another disadvantage of..., 

An additional disadvantage of...

Examples: 

· One of the major / main disadvantages of using computers is that staring at a screen for long periods of time can be harmful to the eyes
DISADVANTAGES of HAVING A CAR

There are certain disadvantages to having your own car. Firstly, you have to maintain and repair your car regularly. Therefore, you need to spend a considerable amount of money to keep the car in good condition. Moreover, driving can sometimes be extremely stressful. For example, being caught in a traffic jam is not only irritating but also time-consuming. As a result, if you want to have a car, you should consider all the disadvantages. 

DISADVANTAGES of USING A COMPUTER
The main disadvantages of using a computer is that staring at a screen for long periods can be harmful to the eyes. Secondly, sitting on a chair for hours at a time is certainly not healthy. Moreover, computers draw one’s attention away from social interactions* such as conversation. In addition, people who stay at home to use their computers can become anti-social. Finally, computers do many jobs and people do the less. Therefore, plenty of people lose their jobs.

Practice: Now write your own paragraph in a similar way. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

c… To list and add points: 

In the first place, 


In addition (to this)

To start with,


Moreover,

To begin with


Furthermore,

Secondly,



Besides



Thirdly, 



Finally,

Sample paragraphs: 






TRAVELING BY A BOAT


1. Traveling by a boat is rather old-fashioned. However, it has certain advantages. To begin with, 
boats are usually more comfortable than planes or cars. Instead of staying in your seat the whole journey, 
you can go for a walk on the deck, eat in a restaurant, or even go shopping. Having more space to move 
around makes a long journey much more pleasant. Furthermore, boats are often cheaper than other 
forms of travel. For example, a boat ticket usually costs less than a plane ticket. Finally, boats   are a 
safer alternative to cars and planes. There are fewer accidents at sea than in the air or on the roads. 






TV VIOLENCE


2. Parents can protect children from too much TV violence in the following ways: First of all, they should 
be careful about the programs their children are watching. For example, they can watch some of the 
programs with them. Second, they can set limits on the amount of time their children spend in front of the television. Moreover, sometimes characters in movies get hurt or killed. Parents should point out that this does not always reflect reality. Furthermore, they should not let the children see violent shows, and change the 
cannel or turn off the TV set when something unpleasant comes on. Finally, it is better to explain what is wrong and what is right about the programs the children watch. 

Practice: Now   write your own paragraph. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

d… To add more points to the same topic: 
What is more, 

Furthermore, 

Also,



In addition to this/that

Besides,


Apart from this/that

ADVANTAGES of NUCLEAR POWER

The advantages of nuclear power are numerous.  First of all, it is cheaper, richer than fossil fuels, and easier to transport.  Secondly, nuclear reactors need little fuel, and they only need refueling approximately once every three years. In addition, nuclear power is environmentally a lot friendlier than other alternative types of energy. It produces hardly any air pollution, and it releases less radiation into the atmosphere than coal-burning power plants. Moreover, the risks of a meltdown or a radiation leak are extremely small.  Furthermore, it is a lot safer than most people think. There are many safety features which make nuclear power one of the safest electricity sources. (Bilal Chukuyev   2003  C-4)  

E… To make contrasting points
On the other hand


However

In spite of 



While

Nevertheless


Despite
Even though 


Although,

In spite of (the fact that),
Despite the fact that
Examples: 

· Despite big crowds, it is still possible to feel very lonely in a city.

· Kelly loves her husband in spite of the fact that he has some bad habits.

· Even though he's 24 now, he still behaves like a little child. 

· Wagner was a Nazi supporter. Nevertheless, he is still an important figure in the history of music.

· Despite the fact that there was almost no hope of finding the missing boy, the search party still went on the search.

· She went to Spain despite the fact that her doctor had told her to rest at home.
· He refused to help me, despite the fact that I had always helped him whenever needed.

ADVANTANGES of USING CELL PHONES

On the other hand, using a cell phone has some disadvantages. For example, it is a very expensive way of communication. Moreover, radiation from cell phones is not good for humans’ health. It especially has bad effects on children and old people. Furthermore, if you have a full system working car, your ABS system or some electrical equipment in your car can be blocked by cell phone signals.

Practice: Now write own your paragraph. 

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

________________________________________________________________________________________________

f... to introduce examples 
For example

For instance

Like

Especially

Such as

In particular

Particularly

Examples: 

· Families, especially those with young children, benefit from the programs offered by the local authorities.

· Pollution has become an unavoidable result of industrial development, particularly in big cities. This produces some harmful effects, especially to the young and the old.

· Electromagnetic waves cause important health problems like cancer. 

· Mary loves most classical music, but Bach and Vivaldi in particular are her favorites.

· We need to rethink the way we consume energy. Take, for instance, our approach to transport.

g… To ıntroduce conclusıon
To sum up,



All in all,

All things considered,

In conclusion,

On the whole,


Taking everything into account,

As was previously stated,
Finally, 

Lastly,

Sample paragraphs: 

1. 
To sum up, cell phones not only have advantages, but they also have disadvantages. Mobile phones make our life easier, but on the other hand, they may cause some serious health problems. 

2. 
In conclusion, at the beginning, marriage can be very wonderful, but later on many things may proceed badly. I believe that if a man wants to marry a woman, he, first of all, should have a good job, a house, and an adequate income. Then he can marry the girl he loves because he has prepared well enough for the marriage.

H… expressions for giving opinions
I believe/think/feel (that)...        
My opinion is that...

I strongly believe...                

As far as I am concerned,...

In my opinion/view,...           

I (completely) agree that/with...

The way I see it,...                  

I (strongly) disagree that/with...

It seems/appears to me (that)...  
I am totally against...

To my mind,...               


I couldn't agree more that/with...

I (do not) agree that/with ...        
Overall, 

Sample:


All things considered, despite some disadvantages of traveling by boat, I strongly believe it can be a very enjoyable experience.  Journeys may take longer, but if you have time to spare, you can take advantage of the many facilities that boats offer, and enjoy a pleasant tour.                                       

PRACTICE  H/1  Use the word groups below to write sentences, as in the example.

Sample:  we / help / elderly   ………….    their lives be easier

e.g I strongly believe that we should help the elderly. When/if we do this, their lives will be easier.
1. all students / learn / foreign language ………… have better career opportunities

_________________________________________________________________________________________

3. people / give up smoking …………… have fewer health problems

_________________________________________________________________________________________

4. teenagers / get / part-time jobs …………. learn to be more responsible

_________________________________________________________________________________________

PRACTICE  H/2  Use the word groups below to write sentences, as in the example.

Use appropriate expressions to expand the prompts below to make sentences expressing an opinion, as in the example.
Sample: 

in order to / protect / environment / people / stop use / plastic bags

It seems to me that in order to protect the environment, people should stop using plastic bags.
1.  in order to reduce / pollution / government / ban the trucks / enter / city centre

_________________________________________________________________________________________

2.  organic vegetables / be / much / healthy / than / vegetables / grown with chemical fertilizer.

_________________________________________________________________________________________

Summary: 

PRACTICE 1 : Classify the following linking words / phrases according to list below. 

in the first place

also

for example 

to sum up

moreover

firstly

although

to begin with

all things considered

such as

therefore

on the other hand

however

apart from this

in other words

in particular

for instance

in addition

because

while

taking everything into account

furthermore

for one thing

since

lastly

secondly

1. To List Points: 
in the first place, _________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

2. To add more points:
_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

3. To introduce opposing viewpoints

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

4. To introduce examples / reasons

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

5. To conclude




_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

_______________________________________________

PRACTICE 2: Fill in the blanks with the given words. 

First of all - Firstly



In addition - Moreover - Furthermore

So- As a result – Therefore

However – On the other hand – In contrast

In conclusion – To sum up – On the whole – Overall

The advantages and disadvantages of living in the country.

Living in the country is often the secret dream of certain city-dwellers. ……………(1), in reality it has both its advantages and disadvantages. 

There are many advantages to living in the country. ……………….(2), you are much closer to nature and can enjoy more peace and quiet. …………(3), life in the country is much slower and people tend to be more open and friendly. A further advantage is that there is much less traffic, and as a result it is much safer place to bring up young children. 

……………….(4), there are certain drawbacks to life outside the city. ……………….(5), because there are fewer people, one has a smaller number of friends. ……………….(6) entertainment, particularly in the evening, is difficult to find. Furthermore, the fact that there are fewer shops and services often means that there are fewer employment opportunities. ……………….(7), one may have to travel long distances to work elsewhere, and this can be extremely expensive. 

……………….(8), it can be seen that the country is more suitable for some than others. ……………….(9), it is often the best place for those who are retired or who have young children, ……………….(10), young, single people who are following a career and who want some excitement are better provided for by life in the city. (Success at First Certificate-Robert O’Neill)
Country: countryside, countryside; land not in towns, cities or industrial areas which is either used for farming or left in its natural condition

Related words

Dweller: resident, citizen

Drawback: disadvantage

PRACTICE 2: Read the paragraph below and underline the correct linking word/ phrase.
.
There are many advantages to having children at an early age. 1) To begin with/In addition to this, when you are young, you have a lot of energy. This means you can cope quite easily with children's demands. You can constantly care for them and give them your attention. 2) To conclude/Secondly, young parents can relate to their children and 3) therefore/nevertheless understand them better. 4) Yet/Finally, when you become a parent at an early age, you are still young enough to enjoy life when your child becomes independent.
PRACTICE –4:  Replace the words underlined with the one of the following. Some may have more than one alternative. 

In spite of



pros and cons

Another point is that

one advantage is that 

All things consider


for instance

To sum up



In my opinion

Moreover



especially

On disadvantage is that

finally

On the other hand


additionally

In addition



lastly

However

LIVING in the CITY

Living in a big or small city is usually a hidden dream of certain village-dwellers. 1. Nevertheless, it has both its 2. advantages and disadvantages /___________.  

3.On the plus side/___________, it is often easier to find work, and there is usually a choice of public transport, so you do not need to own a car. 4. Also______________, there are a lot of interesting things to do and places to see. 5.For example, /___________ you can eat in a good restaurant, visit museums, and go to the theatres and to concerts. 6. What is more/___________, when you want relax, you can usually find a park where you can feed the ducks or just sit on a park bench and read a book. 7. All in all/___________, city life is full of bustle (hurry, haste) and variety and you need never feel bored. 

8. However/___________, for every ever plus there is a minus. 9.For one thing/___________, you might have a job, but unless it is very well paid, you will not be able to afford many of the things that there are to do, because living in a city is often very expensive. It is particularly difficult to find food and cheap accommodation. 10. What is more, /___________ public transport is sometimes crowded and dirty, 11. particularly/___________ in the rush hour, and even the parks can become very crowded, especially on Sundays when it seems that every city-dweller is looking for some open space and green grass. 12. Last of all, despite all the crowds, it is still possible to feel very lonely in a city. 

13. In conclusion/___________, I think that city life can be particularly appealing to (attract, interest)  young people, who like the excitement of the city and do not mind the noise and pollution. However, many people, when they get older, and particularly when they have young children, often prefer the peace and fresh air of the countryside. (Success at First Certificate-Robert O’Neill)
ADVANTAGES and DISADVANTAGES

WRITING TOPICS

1. learning a foreign language 

2. using mobile phones

3. tourism 

4. being wealthy

5. being single

6. computers in the workplace

7. being a famous person

8. getting married

9. technology 

10. owning a car

11. living in a big city

12. credit cards

13. attending summer courses.

14. custom union

15. having a job while attending college 

16. shopping by TV. 

17. having a boyfriend or girlfriend.

18. using nuclear energy.

19. benefits of being young

20. benefits of watching TV
Sources: 

1. Cambridge International Dictionary of English (CD)

2. Longman Dictionary Contemporary English (CD)
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5. 2003 Academic Term C-4 Students Homework
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