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Why to study history? 

 

 

The role of memory 

 

 

To know the past  

for understanding the present 

 



How to study history? 
The method 

 

The main goal of historical study: to know, to 
understand, not to judge 

 

Identity is a normal element of human selfbelieving 

 

The problem is when there is a shift into prejudice 

 

 



Historiographical traditions 

• Ancient origins of the past study  

• Modern historiography, role of L. von Ranke 
and of the XIX century historiography 

• The french historiographical revolution: from 
M. Bloch to F. Braudel 

• Recent tendences 

 



Sources 
I 

 

 

 



Sources 
II 

 

 

A classical source for political history   

 

 

The inaugural address  

of US President J.F. Kennedy  
 



Sources III 

1) Renoir, Bal  au Moulin de la Galette    2) La triplice Intesa 

3) Millet, Des glaneuses, ou Les glaneuses     4) Pellizza da Volpedo, Quarto stato 
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