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University of Trieste

DEAMS
Business English

I semester
Academic Year 2014–2015
Docente.: Luisella Leonzini
Course in: Basic Business English (B2 Level)

Number of credits: 3 CFU

COURSE STRUCTURE

The course consists of 30 hours of lectures.

Students are kindly requested to attend the lectures to reach a solid B2 level in the receptive (listening reading) and the  productive (speaking and writing) skills ( see CEFR).
Course activities will include:

· Talks designed on business topics

· Power Point and lecture presentations

· Activities to exercise and develop reading, writing, speaking, listening skills
Grammar focus will include the following:

A. Grammar topics 

1. Tenses and verbs (Irregular verbs, the past, present, future, tenses, the conditionals)

2. Relative clauses (defining, non-defining)

3. Present, past and future tenses

4. The conditionals

5. Relative clauses

6. The passive voice

7. Reported speech
8. Modal Verbs – expressing ability, obligation, possibility and necessity

9. Countable and uncountable nouns
10. Adjectives – order of adjectives, comparatives and superlatives

11. Quantifiers: a lot of, much/many, (a) little/few

12. Some/any and compounds (something, somebody, somewhere, etc.)
13. Definite and indefinite articles
14. Prepositions of place and time

15. Phrasal verbs
As regards business communication skills the following topics will be taught:

B. Business Communication Skills
1. Socializing (Units 1, 6, 14)
2. Meetings (Units 2, 8, 10, 11, 15, 16) 
3. exchanging information (Units 3, 5, 9, 13,) 
4. Presenting (Unit 4,7, 12)
C. Written Composition: Argumentative essay

Students will be monitored to develop their writing skills, and precisely they will be taught how to write an argumentative essay. The slides discussed during the lectures have been uploaded on Moodle 2, Business English course. The topics on which students will be assessed at the exam are the following:

- globalisation

- unemployment

- euro crisis

- death penalty

- children’s exploitation

- outsourcing

- drug market

- gay marriage/adoption

- corruption and mafia

- fast food
RESOURCES/REFERENCES:

1. Hughes, J. & Naunton, J. Business Result, Upper-Intermediate, Oxford University Press.(compulsory)

2. Emmerson, P. 2010 Essential Business Grammar Builder ISBN: 9781405070485   Limited (suggested but not compulsory)

3. Business English Dictionary (Oxford) ISBN: 978-0-19-431617-0 (suggested but not compulsory)
4. Slides on how to write and argumentative essay: Moodle 2, Business English course (Professor Luisella Leonzini)
EXAM

The exam is written (2 hours). It will assess topics and subjects presented during the course, as well as the students’ competence of dealing with texts in the field of finance, economics and business. 

The exam is composed of three parts: 

1.  reading comprehension (open questions/multiple choice)

2. Use of English (grammar focus on the topics mentioned in section A)

3. an argumentative essay (see the topics in section C)

OFFICE HOURS: 
Students can come at the end of the lecture on Thursday from 16.00 to 16.30. Confirmation is kindly requied.

My email addresses are:

lleonzini@units.it
leonzini@libero.it
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