MOCK EXAM

BUSINESS ENGLISH

DEAMS 2014-15
PART I

USE OF ENGLISH

1. Put the following sentences into indirect speech. 
1. ‘I am not quite ready,’ said Peter. ‘Could you wait a few minutes?’
‘I cannot wait long,’ said Jack. ‘The train goes at ten.’ 

2. ‘Would you mind taking off your hat?’ I said to the woman in front of me. 

3. ‘Would you please wait in the lounge till your flight number is called? She said. 

4. ‘Let’s but some yeast and make our own bread,’ said Mary. 

2. Put the following sentences in the passive form.

1. The milkman brings the milk to my door but the postman leaves the letters in the hall. 

2. We serve hot meals till 10.30, and guests can order coffee and sandwiches up to 11.30. 

3. They are demolishing the entire building. 

4. You cannot wash this dress; you must dry-clean it. 

3. Complete the following sentences using the present perfect or simple past.

1.I ……………………………..(buy) a new house last year, but I ……………………….(not sell) my old house yet, so at the moment I have two houses. 

2. When Ann ………………………..(be) on her way to the station it ………………………………(begin) to rain. Ann ………………………….(run) back to her flat for her umbrella, but this …………………………………(make) her late for her train. 

3. Bill usually has breakfast at 8.00. Yesterday at 8.30 Peter ………………………………..(meet) Bill and …………………………….(offer) him an apple. ‘No, thanks,’ ………………………….(say) Bill. ‘I just ………………………………(have) breakfast.’

4. Complete the following sentences using the past simple, past perfect simple or continuous. 
1. Although I …………………..(set) off early, I got there late and everyone ……………………(wait) for me to start the meeting::: the chairperson told me they …………………..(wait) for a whole hour. 

2. When we got back from our holiday we discovered that someone  …………………(break) into our house. The burglars, however, ………………….(drop) a piece of paper with an address on it as they ……………………….(climb) out of the window. 
5. Complete the pairs of sentences using the future simple, the future continuous or the future perfect. 

Rosa: When ………….………………… (I/come) around ? Is Thursday still ok?

Maria: Well, don’t come at six- I …………………………..8work) then.

Rosa: What time do you think you ………………………………(be) free?

Maria: Let’s see, I …………………………….(work) on the manuscript all day as I told you, and I expect I …………………………….(complete) the second chapter by about seven. Ok?

Rosa: Yes, because I …………………….(be) quite busy at about six tomorrow as well. I’ve got an appointment with my dentist and I do not think she ………………………………(finish) much before seven.

Maria: Well, we really must be getting on with the book, you know – by the end of this month we ………………………………..(work on) the project for a whole year. It’s taking far too long.

7. Fill the sentences using the appropriate if clause – I, II, III .

1. If he ……………………………..…(not take) his gloves off he ………………………………(not get) frost bitten. 

2. If we …………………………….(not run) back we ………………………………….(not crash) into the rest of the spectators on their way down, and there ………………………………(not be) this frightful accident. 

3. The launching of the rocket was delayed half an hour by bad weather. If the weather ………………………………….(be) good they …………………………..(launch)  it at 8.30 instead of at 9.00. )

4. Be careful about the time. If you …………………………………….(spend) too long o the first question you ………………………………………(not have) enough time to do the others properly. 

8. Underline the correct word A,B,C, or D to fill the spaces 1-5.

1. It ………………be weeks before the building is actually finished.

A must       B would       C ought to      D could

2. You……….. even have lost your job by then, who knows?

A should    B may           C can               D will

3. It …………..be a good movie – the reviews were very good.

A can’t        B should        C could have   D must have 

4. That ………be Tim coming home now. Go and open the door for him.

A will           B can               C ought             D shall 

5. Things …………have been worse –everything seemed to be going wrong at once.

A shouldn’t    B couldn’t      C mustn’t      D may

PART II

ARGUMENTATIVE ESSAY
Discuss the issues concerning death penalty. Take position either in favour or against and argue the reasons lying behind your opinion (300-400 words).

PART III

READING COMPREHENSION
Read the article That sinking feeling (again), taken from The Economist and answer the following questions. Use your own words and do not copy from the text.

1. Why did the editor give this title to the article?

2. What does “In recent weeks the countries of the euro zone have begun to take in water once again” (l.8) mean? 

3. How has the growth crisis damaged Germany, France and Italy?

4. What are the “underlying causes of Europe’s new ills” ?
5. Why is France “the country that most dramatically epitomises” a painful state?
6. What is the journalist’s view as concerns a possible recovery from this crisis? 
That sinking feeling (again)

If Germany, France and Italy cannot find a way to refloat Europe’s economy, the euro may yet be doomed
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JUST a few months ago the euro zone’s leaders believed that, having weathered the storm, they were set fair at last. Buoyed by the promise of Mario Draghi, the president of the European Central Bank, to do “whatever it takes” to support the currency, confidence had seeped back into the continent. Growth seemed to be returning, albeit at a slow pace. Troubled peripheral countries were recovering, after bail-outs and painful measures to cut budget deficits and improve competitiveness. Unemployment, especially among the young, was still desperately high, but at least in most countries it was falling. And bond spreads had narrowed sharply, as financial markets stopped betting that the euro would fall apart.

It was an illusion. In recent weeks the countries of the euro zone have begun to take in water once again. Their collective GDP stagnated in the second quarter: Italy fell back into outright recession, French GDP was flat and even mighty Germany saw an unexpectedly large fall in output. The third quarter looks pretty unhealthy, partly because the euro zone will suffer an extra drag from Western sanctions on Russia. Meanwhile, inflation has fallen perilously low, to around 0.4%, far below the near-2% target of the European Central Bank, raising fears that the zone as a whole could fall prey to entrenched deflation. German bond yields are hovering below 1%, another harbinger of falling prices. The euro zone stands (or wobbles) in stark contrast with America and Britain, whose economies are enjoying sustained growth.

What started more than four years ago as a banking and sovereign-debt crisis has decayed into a growth crisis that is now enveloping the three biggest economies. Germany is teetering on the edge of recession. France is mired in stagnation. Italy’s GDP is barely above its level when the single currency came in 15 years ago. Since these three countries account for two-thirds of euro-zone GDP, growth in places like Spain and the Netherlands cannot make up for their torpor.

The underlying causes of Europe’s new ills are three very familiar and interrelated problems. First, there is a shortage of political leaders with the courage and conviction to push through structural reforms to improve competitiveness and, eventually, reignite growth: the big countries have wasted the two years bought by Mr Draghi’s “whatever it takes” commitment. Second, public opinion is not convinced of the urgent need for deep and radical changes. And third, despite Mr Draghi’s efforts, the monetary and fiscal framework is too tight, throttling growth—which makes structural reforms harder.

Clouseaunomics

Different manifestations of these problems can be seen across the euro zone. But the country that most dramatically epitomises all three is France. This week its embattled Socialist president, François Hollande, was forced to reshuffle his government to eject Arnaud Montebourg who, despite being economy minister, was his own side’s most persistent critic from the left. Mr Hollande, who came to office in 2012 promising a painless future, is hardly a Thatcherite reformer. But since he appointed Manuel Valls as prime minister in March, he has at least embraced the principle of public-spending cuts, lower taxes and structural reforms.

In theory a new and more cohesive reforming government could make progress, but public opinion is not remotely prepared for that. Mr Hollande is not just deeply unpopular; unlike Italy’s Matteo Renzi, who has bravely made the case for (as yet undelivered) tough reforms, the French president has failed to convince voters that painful change, including a reduction in the size of the state, is inevitable. Instead, Mr Montebourg and his chums offer the beguiling notion that, if only the euro zone scraps its rules and allows bigger budget deficits and generous enough public spending, no more painful reforms will be needed, because the economy will miraculously lift itself out of danger by its own bootstraps.

Mr Montebourg’s argument is all the more seductive because he is right about Europe’s third problem: excessive austerity, largely forced on the continent by Germany. Mr Draghi has just implicitly conceded that fiscal and monetary policy in the euro zone is too tight at the annual economics jamboree in Jackson Hole. He hinted that he was in favour of quantitative easing, which both America and Britain have used, and he called for fiscal policy to do more to encourage growth—a message plainly aimed at Germany’s chancellor, Angela Merkel. She is the leader who insists most firmly on sticking to the euro zone’s rules on fiscal discipline, just as it is the German Bundesbank that is most strongly against quantitative easing.

Angie, we can say you never tried

Despite the gloom, there should be scope here for a bargain. If Mr Hollande and Mr Renzi can show they are sincere about structural reforms, Mrs Merkel should be willing to tolerate an easier fiscal stance (including higher public investment in Germany) and a looser monetary policy. Close your eyes, and you can imagine the three leaders working with the European Commission to complete the single market and pushing through a trade deal with the United States. Sadly, in the real world, Mrs Merkel has little reason to trust either France or Italy: whenever external pressure on them has eased, they have promptly backtracked on promises of reform. And she has just installed Jean-Claude Juncker, the do-nothing candidate, as president of the European Commission.

So it will be hard. But without a new push from the continent’s leaders, growth will not revive and deflation could take hold. Japan suffered a decade of lost growth in the 1990s, and is still struggling. But, unlike Japan, Europe is not a single cohesive country. If the currency union brings nothing but stagnation, joblessness and deflation, then some people will eventually vote to leave the euro. Thanks to Mr Draghi’s promise to put a floor under government debt, the market risk that financial pressures could trigger a break-up has receded. But the political risk that one or more countries decide to storm out of the single currency is rising all the time. The euro crisis has not gone away; it is just waiting over the horizon.
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