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TRANSLATI-ON

QF THE

EDITORS PREI‘ACE

TO THE
R E A D E R.
HIS Journal is a very curious and an authentick
piece, and certainly merits the attention of the
publick, as well for its ufe as the novelty of the fub-
jet it treats of.

As the world is not fo fufficiently informed of whae
pafles in thofe diftant countries, as to form a tolerable
judgment of what the court of russia may have to do
wich that of cuina, I am now about to give a fuccinét
relation thereof to the reader, that it may ferve him
as an introduétion to the work.

It is now well known, that the frontiers of SIBERIA
are contiguous to thofe of cHina; for this reafon, it
is natural to chink, thac the court of russia thould
have more frequent correfpondence with that of chi-
Na, than any other court of EuroPE. Neverthelefs,
this correfpondence, between the two courts, is of ne
ancient date; as it did not commence but fince the

Y 2 MONGALL
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MONGALL TARTARS made themfelves mafters of cmr-
Na, about the year 1640; for it was about that time
that the Russ1aNSs, after being poffefled of s1BER1A4-
from the latter end of the fixteenth century, began to
fpread themfelves over that vaft country; not having
met with the leaft refiftance from the ancient inhabi-
tants of thofe parts; till, ac laft, they came to eftablith
themfelves about the lake BaYRALL, and the river a-
Moor, thereby becoming near neighbours to the’ Mox-

 GALL TARTARS; by intercourfe with them the russiang

foon came to underftand, that their nation had poflef-
fed themfelves of cHinNa; and that it was the Prince

who was actually their Chan, who filled, at that time,

the throne of cHINA.
~ 'The court of russia was not ignorant of the ex-
treme opulence of the empire of cHINA; and, apprized
that the diftance from siseria could not be great, re-
folved to try if they could not draw fome advantages
from that difcovery, by eftablithing a regular com-
merce between s1BERIA and CHIN A; promifing them-
{elves no lefs, than to draw into Russia, from that em-
pire, a great part of its riches. For this purpofe, .the
court of russia fent, fucceflively, feveral ambaffadors,
or envoys, to cHINA; who fucceeded fo well, cthat the

- CHINESE



EDITOR'S PREFACE

CHIRESE, at length, confented to the entry of the ca--
ravans into their dominions, from SIBERIA, on c’ondx- :

tions very advantageous to RUSSIA,

. During thefe tranfactions, the RUssIANS dalfy gain=
ed ground, on the frontiers of the MONGALL TARTARS;
and even made no fcruple, when they thought fit, of
eftablithing themfelves on their territories, with a de:
fign to approach on one fide, along the river AMOOR,
towards the or1ENTAL fea; and on the other fide, along
the river SELINGA, towards the frontiers of cHINA.

In the mean time, the new government of CHINA
was not Iong of comprehending, that all thefe new
fettlements, which the russians made upon the fron-
tiers of the MONGALLs, would, in time, render their
power too formidable to the fubjeéts of caHiNa; and
might come at laft to be very dangerous to the re-
pofe of cHiNa itfelf, in cafe any mifunderftandings be-
tween the two nations fhould arife. On thefe confi-
derations, they refolved to oppofe fettlement to fettle-
ment; and to build fome towns, and villages on the
frontiers of the MONGALL TARTARS, at fome' diftance
from the laft fectlements of the Russ1aNs; in order
thereby to prevent their pcnetratmg furcher into the
) . ) country,

173
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" country, to the, prejudice of the TaRTAR fubjeds of

CHINA, - L v L
In confequence of this refolption, the cHINEs builg,
about the year 1670, the towns of MERGEEN and NAUN,
and the borough of x1x16 AN, with feveral other be-
roughs, and villages thereabouts; which they peapled

with colonies of MONGAL LS, fubje&s 'of CHINA.
Thence arofe difputes between the two empires, on
the fubjet of their frontiers. And in place of the
negotiations being confined to affairs of commerce,
and mutual proteftations of amity and friendfhip, on
one fide and the other; the grand obje of all their
aims, came now 1o be the accommedation of the af-
fair of the frontiers, and the regulation of limits be-
tween the two empires. But in as much as one would
preferve to themfelves the right of doing as they
thought fic; and the other would, at all hazards, keep
them from doing what 'they thought dangerous; therg
arofe a great coolnefs between them; which came to
blows in the years 1684 and 1685. Itis true thac they
laboured inceflantly, both on the ore fide and on the
sther, for a re-eftablithment of good harmony between
the two nations; to this end there were hcld two dif-
fexent congrefles, at the town of NERCHINSKY, between
the
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the plenipotentiaries of Russia, and thofe of criNa.
But thofe gentlemen met with fo many difficuldes, in
reconciling their different fentiments and interelts, that
they were obliged to feparate without fuccefs. At laft,
F. GERBILLON, a Jefuit, returned again to the town of
NERCHINSKY, in quality of plenipotentiary of the court
of cHINA; and there, in 1689, figned a treaty of peace,
and perpetual alliance, between the two empires; which
was afterwards ratified, in the ufual forms, by both the:
courts. ' ' '

"That treaty was not very advantageous to the Rus-
s1ANs; becaufe it fet bounds to their eftablithments on
thefe frontiers, which was a very difagreéable article.
And as they believed the cHINESE would not regard it
very ftri&ly, provided they did not advance further on
the f{ide of the sELINGA, and the towns they had late-
ly built to the fouthward of the frontiers; the Russi-
‘ANs again began to make new fettlements along the
river AMOOR; and, at laft, to build along the fouth
bank of that river, thirty leagues beyond their limijts,
a town they called ALBAZ1N; in hopes that the cHI-
Nese could not be without siBErR1aN furs, and would
rather chufe to wink at thefe enterprifes, than enter
into a new war. But they were quite miftaken in their

calcula-
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calculation; for the moNGaLLs furiflied fuch quanti-
ties of furs to cHINA, from the time they had ordets
from the Chan to fpread themfelves along the banks
of the AMOOR, that the cHINESE began to perceive that
they could be fufficiently {upplied with furs, wichout
thofe from s1BER1A. And in thefe fentiments they
fpoke freely their thoughts of thefe new enterprifes of
the RUSSIANS. ' -

In the mean time, the RUSsIANS gave them good
-words, and fair promifes; but continued to carry on
their point, flactering themfelves, that they mighe find
fome favourable oppartunity of pacifying them. Ne-
verthelefs, the cHINESE growing doubtful of the russi-
ANs complying with their demands, which they thought
wwell founded, at length, had recourfe to force; and, in
the year 1715, made the MmoNGaLLs, fubjeéts to cHINS,
take arms, and laid fiege to the town of aLBazIN, the
place which was the principal ground of their com-
plaints. This fiege continued three years; and as the
Jate PETER the great was occupied in his grand de-
figns to the weftward, he would not continue the quar-
rel with caina.  Thus they let the town fall into the

~hands of the MoNGaLLs; and agreed to a new provifie-

smal treaty with the court of pExiN. But as other dif-
| ferences
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ferences, on the frontiers, ftill fubfifted, the court of
RUssiA fent again, in 1719, an envoy extraordinary to

PEKIN, to regulate entirely what remained to be ad-

jufted between the two empires; and feeing, that by
means of thefe differences, the commerce of the cara-
vans was much leflened, the true obje& of his negot-
ation was to re-eftablith that commerce; and, to that
end, to try to induce the court of cHiNa to confent to
the refidence of an agént, from RUss1A, at the courc
of PEKIN, who might take care to watch over the af-
fairs of the caravan, and fo preferve a good underftand-
ing between the two empires. The envoy of Russia,
having happily executed the laft part of his commifi-
on, left, at his departure from pPEKIN, Mr. de LANGE,
as agent of RussIa at the court of PEKIN, who was the
author of the following journal.

'The publick is obliged for this trat to a foreign mi-
nifter, who refided many years at the court of russia;
and who permitted it to be communicated to the pu-
blick. But, to make the reading of it more agreeable,
and more ufeful to the world, it was though fit to add
fome little remarks in the places which required eluci-
dation; that nothing might be wanting to the reader
on fo interefting a fubject.

Vor. IL Z JOUR-
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Mr. DE LANGE &

Ma. DE 1sMAYLOFF, ambaffador and envoy extraor-

dinary of his Czarifh Majefty, having fixed his
departure from PEKIN to be on the 2d of March, after
having finifhed his negotiations at the court of cHINA
in the beft manner he poflibly could ¥, I took the refo-
ludon of accompanying him to the wall of cuinaj
but the gentlemen of the miniftry thought proper to
refufe me a pafpore; pretending, that, as [ was ordered
by his Czarith Majefty to refide at the court of the
Chan , it was neceflary that I thould have permiflion
of the Bogdoi-Chan himfelf; not only for going as far
as the grand wall, but alfo,
go to ftay a night without the walls of pEXIN; to the

for every time that I would

* Mr. de 1sMAYLOFF, a gentleman of
great merit, and a captain in the regiment

of the PREOBRA SCHINSK Y guatds, was fent,,

in the year 1719, by the late Emperor »x-
TER the Great, to ‘CHi1NA, with the cha-
rafter of ambaflader and envoy extraordi-
nary, to renew the treaties between russia
and cHiNA; and to endeavour to bring the
court of PEXIN to agree to a regulated free
commerce with Russ14,

Z 2

+ Allthe TaRTARS give to their reiga-

ing princes the title of Chan; and, as the.

boufe, which at prefent fills the throne of
CH1INa, is come from that branch of Pagan
TARTARS, known to us by the name of
ORIENTAL MONGALLS, the Emperors of
cHina conform themfclves to the eftablifh-
ed cuftom of their mation; preferving, to
this time, the title of Chan, Vide Hiff.
Genealog. des TARTARES, :

intent,
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varch. intent, that the court might always be affured that no
1721. ill accident fhould happen to me, being a foreigner *.
YY"~ And, as the Bogdoi-Chan had already quitted his refi-
dence of PEKIN, to take the diverfion of hunting, it
was not without a good deal of trouble that I obtained:
permiflion to accompany Mr. de isMAYLOFF as far as
czAMPINsA, which is a town 6o ly + diftant from pE-
x1N, from whence I returned, being efcorted by a clerk
of the council for the affairs of the MoNGaLLs, and
fome foldiers ; and thus came back to PEKIN on the

6th.

The 7th, early in the morning, I faw enter the coure-
yard of my houfe a man who had the appearance of a
poor beggar; he brought with him fome poor ftarved
fowls, and falted cabbage, together wich fome pots of:
taraflun, which is a fermenced liquor, made of grain,.
and what the cHiNESE drink inftead of wine; making ic
warm before they drink ic. 'This. man, having fet ic

 * Mr.de 1sMaYLOFF, at his departure.
from peK1N, left, by virtue of his inftruéti-
ons, Mr. de LANGE, in quality of agent
of RUss1a, to treat of, and bring to a
conclufion, a regulation of commerce, and
. the eftablithment of an eafy correfpondence,.
between the two empires; and although the
€ W 1N ESE miniftry oppofed, moft ftrenu:
eufty, the refidence of the faid agent at

their court, on pretence that.it was contrary.
to the fundamental conftitutions of the em-
pire; yet the faid ambaffador knew fo well.
how.to take his meafures, that the Bogdoi-
Chan gave his confent to it, notwith{tanding
all the intrigues of the’miniftry to the con-
trary.
+ One Jy of cuina is exadly 360 geo~
metrical paces,
all



Mr. DE LANGE. 181
all down in my court-yard, was returning; when I or- y4pcn.
dered him to be called back, to inform me of the 1721.
meaning of his fo doing. Upon y;rhich he told me, ¥
« That it was part of the provifions he had bought for
“ me, by order of the college who have the charge
“ of the Emperor’s magazines of provifions; but, that
“ not being able to bring all at once, he was going to
“ fetch thereft.” Whereupon, being informed by him:
what his occupation was, I underftood, “ That he had:

“ made a contra&, with the faid college, to furnifh me,
“ every nine days, with a certain quantity of proviﬁons
« for my houfe.” Upon which I ordered him to take e-
very thing away that he faid he had bought for me;
and to bring no more to- my houfe, till I thould receive
- previous information, from the council for foreign af-
fairs, how much I was daily to receive by order of the:
Bogdoi-Chan, and through whofe hands- I was to re-
eeive them. o e
Whereupon I fent to Iet the Mandarins- (who were:
appointed to propofe to-the council what might regard:
me) know what had occurred. with this man, who
came, in the above-manner,. to-bring me provifions: on.
the part-of the Bogdoi-Chan; and, alfo, that I fhould: -
always moft refpe&tfully receive whatever the Bogdoi--

Cham,



182 JOURNAL OF
warcy, Chan, from his friendfhip for his Czarifh Majefty,
1721. fhould order for my fubfiftence, in cafe it was fent me in
YN, proper manner; at the fame time, defiring them to ac-
quaint me with the particulars of what the courc had
ordered for my fubfiftence. Whereupon thofe gentle-
‘men fent me the following anfwer, “ That I fhould re-
~« ceive the fame allowance which I had received before,
« during the refidence of the envoy extraordinary at
« this court; and that they had already made an agree-
« ment to deliver my allowance regularly.” I repre-
{ented to them thereupon, ¢ That I never had any fe-
« parate allowance during the refidence of his excel-
“ lency the envoy at pexIN, having had the honour of
« eating always at the fame table with him; that; for
« this reafon, I could now receive nothing, until I fhould
« know precifcly wherein it was to confift; and thar,
« after I thould know what the allowance was to be, I
¢ {hould defire them to pay me the amount of the
“ fame in money, which they were to pay to the pur-
« veyor.” Thefe gentlemen were not wanting in lecting
me know, ¢ That I ought not fo nicely to examine
« what the Bogdoi-Chan, without any obligation, had
« ordered to be given me, out of his mere grace. Buc
I aflured them, in ftrong terms, in my turn, « That I

“ abfo-



Mr. DE LANGE - 18
“ abfolucely would receive nothmg on thefe terms; for yapch,
« I was very doubtful whether the Bogdoi-Chan was 1721.
« informed, that fuch a perfon was trufted with the dif-
« pofition of what allowance he was pleafed to order
« for me.” 'This refolution much difcompofed the
gentlemen Mandarins, who had reckonéd on fupply-
ing their own tables with my provifions; but, feeing
how difficult it was to obtain their ends on this occa-
fion, they at laft delivered to me the following fpeci-
fication, and faid it was what the Bogdor-Chan had or-
dered for my a,llowance, viz. per day,

1 fith. 2 oz. of butter.
1 fheep. 2 oz, of lamp-oil.
1 pot of taraffun. + gin falted cabbage
1 fowl. 2 fmall meafures of rice:
1 bowl of milk. 15 gin of wood.
2 oz. of tea.
To my interpreter per day,
1 oz. of tea. 2 {mall meafures of rice:
+ gin of flower. 8 gin of wood. and
z oz. of butter. - Every g days a fheep.
2 oz. of lamp-oil.

To every one of my domefticks per day,
1;gin of beef. 1 meafure of rice.
» oz of fale. 5 gin of wood. Fo
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march. To a dragoon who was left behind, by the envoy, ac

"PEKIN, upon account of fome tapeftries they were
working for his Czarith Majefty,

1 meafure of rice.
1 oz. of tea.
+ gin of flower.

2 oz. of butter.

2 oz. of lamp-oil.
5 gin of wood.. and
Every 9 days a fheep. -

By /aen you are to underftand ounces; and by giz,

pounds.

Upon' delivering this fpecification, the Mandarins

acquainted me, ¢ That, as they were obliged to buy
« the fith, the fowls, the fheep, and the milk, for my
« provifions, with ready money, I might receive the

« value of thofe things in money; but, in regard to the

« other articles, I muft content myfelf to receive them,

«in kind, from the Chan’s magazines *.

Upon which I aflured them, “ I fhould make no
« objection, provided they did it in a decent manner,
“ and not by unknown people that marched off as foon

® The Emperor of cH1NA receives the
greateflt part of the tribute of his fubjects,
in the country, in provifions and manufac-
tures of the growth of the feveral provin-
ces; which are afterwards diftributed, in
kind, to all perfons in the fervice of this
monarchy, and reckoned to them as part of

tbeér falary; fo that all the gqld and filver,
that comes into the treafury of the Chan,
arifes from the tribute "of the cities, the
duties inwards and outwards, the tolls of
paflengers, the mines of gold and filver,
and fines or confifcations; all which toge-
ther amount, cvery year, to immenfe fums,

‘€ as
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“ as they had thrown it down in my court-yard, as marcs.
« they had once done.” At the fame time I demanded 172!-

of them, *“ Whether I could ftill have the Chan’s hor-

« fes, to make ufe of when I fhould have occafion, as I -

« had during the refidence of the envoy extraordinary.”
They anfwered me thereupon, « That I might certain-

« ly have the Chan’s horfes always; but then, as the

« {tables of the Chan were at a confiderable diftance,

« it was neceflary for me always to acquaint them of -

« my intentions, the day before I intended to ride out;
« upon fuch notice, they would take care that the hor-
« fes fhould always be ready at my quarters, very early
« in the morning*.” To avoid this inconvenience,

and to avoid the being obliged to let them know every -

day where I-would go, I took the refolution to buy fix
horfes, and to keep them at my own expence, though
forage was very dear at PEKIN. The guard that had
been placed upon the envoy's quarters; during the time
of his ftay at pExIN, under the command of a briga-
dier, remained ftill on the fame footing after his de-
parture, as did the two Mandarins of the 37ch ordert,

# At rexin they always make vifits in t+ Every man appointed to any publick
town on horfe-back. But the Princes of the charge, or djgnity,in cHiNa, from the high-
blood, and the grand Mandarines, are gene-  eft to the loweft, is called by the name of
nally carried in litters on thefe occafions, at- Mandarin; whence it comes that there are
‘tended with a numerous train of domefticks.  many orders, which are all diftinguithed,,

Vor. IL  Aa together



488
MARC'H
721,

JOURNAL OF :
together with a clerk, to receive from me whatever I
fivoutd have to propofe, whether by word of mouth, or
by writing; and to meke their report ¢o the cewncil of
foreign affairs; and this appeared to-me 4 very good
emen. -
The gth, thebrigadier of the gaard of my quarters.
$ev mre know, that the BogdorChan would seturn frem.
hunting the next day; and that if 1 was delirous vo go-

- g0 meet him, he would give orders, that ¢he Manda-

amns fhould be ready to efcort me, with a guazd of
horfe, for the fecurity of my perfon.

'The 10th, I mounted on horfe-back, very catly, to
.go to meet the Chan. When his majefty faw me, he-
called me to him, and asked me « If I did not repine

« ta be alone in a foreign empire, fo far from EUROPE?”

he further asked, ¢ If I was well? and if I was content-

-« ed?” Upon which, having with a profound reverence:

“thanked his majefty for my gracious reception, I af-
- fured him; « That I found myfelf perfeétly well; and F

« could not but be well content with having the ho-
« nour of refiding at the court of fo grand a monarch,”

" one from the other, by difference of habits, mediately known of what order he is; be-
" chara&ers, and figures, which are embroi- caufe every Mandarin is forbid to appear in

dered or fewed on their habits; in fo much, publick without the habit of his order, wn-

 that, upon feeing a Mandarin, it may beim-  der pain of the moft rigorous penalties. -

After
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Afcer which his majefty, having daﬁmﬂ'cd H1€, WaS Caf MARCH,
tor U» PEKIN, foll av 173L,
32:!::1: EK1N, follawed by ary some- L7
The 1 1th, 12th, and 13th, Inanﬁed to the Man-
danns, folicitors in my affairs, « That, having feveral
« ghings to get made for the Emperor, my mafter, I
« thould have greac occafion for the money which di-
« yers merchants of PEKIN were owing to the commif-
“ {ary GusaITNIKOFF, who had been lately at pExin
« with the caravan of siBErIat; and I craved their afe
« filtance to facilitate the recovery of thofe fums, fees
« ing the debrors had engaged themfelves, before the
« envoy extraordinary, to pay me the fame immediaces
« ly after his departure.” The Mandarins explained
themfelves very favourably thereupon; but our debtors,
having got notice of it, retired into the country; which ‘

® The Emperor of crina might be then
§n his 69th lunar year; but he was ftill very
well difpofed in body and mind, aud was
$ooked apon-as 2 monarch of faperior peae-
tratien and genius. The fathers Jefaits, mif-
Bonaries in crtxna, had great influence with
fim ; and he ufually confalted them on all
affairs of importance. He mouated the threse
anno 1662, aged cight years, and died ia
September 1722. ,

The Prince, his 3d fon, whe already
eommanded the armies of the empire, fuc-
eceded to the empire ; for the deceafed Em-

Aa 2

peror had confined his twe eldeft fons in s -
clofe prifon, fome years before his death,
upon fome alledged attempts to rebel, true
or falfe, and declared them excluded from
fucceeding to the empire, Neverthelefs their
brother fet them at liberty, immediatcly up-
on his aeceffion to the empire, and heaped
favours on them, to make them forget the
lofs of their right, which he poflefied.

t They give the title of Commiffary to
thofe who have the dire@ion of the caras
vans, which ceme from siBEx14 to PEKIN

to trade,
obliged
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 march. obliged me to leave this affair to another opportunity.
\‘;Z/Z’:J “The 15¢th, the Bogdoi-Chan - went to czcH AN~
| 'ZCHUMNIENNE, which is a houfe of pleafure belonging
to his majefty, 12 ly weftward of PEKIN, where he fre-
quently makes his refidence. But having obferved, imr
his. pafling,. that the triumphal arches, and other like-
"ornaments, which are raifed on his birth-day, on both
fides of the grand road, paved with fquare flat ftones,
that reaches from PEKIN tO CZCHAN-ZCHUMNIENNE;
_were not of the ufual magnificence, all the miniftry
. 'were difgractgl for many weeks. Upon which the mi-
nifters, having inftantly ordered the demolition of alt
_that had been buile, caufed to be built up anew, from
the palace of the Emperor at PEKIN quite to CZGHAN-
ZCHUMNIENNE, a great number of triumphal arches, and
of moft magnificent columns, of an exquifice tafte, all
embellithed with gildings, and feftoons of all forts of
rich filks of moft lively figures and colours. At the fame
time, in feveral places, they erefted theatres of grear
beauty; where the. moft able comedians exerted their
talents, in reprefenting the moft difficulc and curious
parts of their profeflions; accompanied with the grand-
eft concerts of mufick, _boch vocal and inftrumental,
diverfified with the amufements of dancing, and feats

of
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of uncommon agility. All thefe entertainments be- MarcH.

ing prepared, the minifters went in a body to the im-
perial palace, fupplicated the monarch on their knees,
with their faces proftrate to the ground, that he would
be pleafed to admic them to his good graces; and thac
he would be pleafed to fend fome, in whem he could

| confide, to examine their new {trutures*.
Bogdoi-Chan orderéd them to be told, « That he
« would fee nothing of what they had done, and that
« he would never celebrage his birth-day at pExIN
« more; for that he was as much Emperor of cHINA
« 3t CZCHAN-ZCHUMNIENNE, as he fhould be though

« fitting on the imperial chrone at PEKINT.”

The 17th, I defired the Mandarins, folicitors for
-my affairs, to come to me upon bufihefs chat regard-
ed the council. Upon which ‘they fent me word, thas
.one of them being ill, the other dared not to meddle

But the

# The honours which they pay to the
. Emperors of cH1Na& approach even to ade-
ration ; all thofe who have audience of him,

being obliged to proftrate themfelves three-

times before him, from which none are ex-
empted, not even ambaffadors, or other fo-
reign minifters; Mr, de 1SMAYLOFF, not-
withftanding his quality, being obliged to go
.through that ceremony, as well as all others,

+ The deceafed Emperor of cHiNa held
-the great Jords of cHina very cheap; for he

well knew, that, in their heatts, they bore
the TARTAR yoke very impatiently. Never-
thelefs, fince the fevere executions he orde-
red in the beginning of his reign, he feldom
punifhed with death the great cH1NE $& Man-
darins, who fell into difgrace, contenting
himfelf with condemning them to pay exor-
bitant pecuniary fines; which incapacitated
them from doing ‘any, thing againft his au~
thority, whatever defire they might have for
to do,

L 4
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MARCH, in matters thiat regarded the couneil, mchom.thcpe‘
1733, geipation of his comrade. This obliged me to waig.
the recovery of che fick Mundasi, and cill § could fee
them both together. | -
‘The 18¢h, 1gth, and 20th, I was willing to avail
myfelf of the opportunity the ficknefs of ane of my.
Mandarins gave me, to make fome vifits to merchants.
of my acquaintance, and to the Fathers Jefuits, hop-
ing ‘thereby to induce them to return my vifics, and
give me opporrunity of knowing fomething of the
commerce of this empire. Bue I found thac chey all
zeceived my vific with very forced civilities, and great
referve; particularly the merchants, who endeavoured
to appear much oecupied about other importanc af-
fairs; fo that feeing it very difficule to bring them into
my views, in the prefent conjun&ure, I thoughe it beft
to poftpone thefe forts of vifits to a more proper time,
But they, not doubting that fuch a reception would
occafion my making many refleitions, lec me know,
by a third hand, « That my vifits fhould be always
« moft agreeable to them, and that they withed, with
s all their hearts, to divert me every day better than
s the cuftom of their country permitted them; and
« likewife, on occafion, to come and fec me, were if

“ nog
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-« not for fear of the foldiers, who followed me: every maron.
« whexe, which prevented tban: For in cafc they '72!-
.« thould mot place the foldiers in the fame chamber
« with themfelnes and me, and enterrain them wich:
« gwery thing 1o their liking, they were capable of ac-
. % puftng them of kaving a clandelline commerce, of
« gacat mnpeatance, with me, ar ether fufpicious ne-
« gotiations, which wanld not fail of wofting them con-
* fidexable fums of money, and poffibly might prove
« their entire ruin*.” It is true, the Fathers Jefuics,.
.sould not alledge duah: fears of the foldiars of my
guard as the merchants; their belonging to the coure
put them: on quite another footing than the ordinary-
~rank of people were upon;. but they pretended, that,.
- as.they were foreigners, thcy were abliged to a& with:
great caution, in osder to-prevent fufpiciont. ‘This:

# The Princes of the houfe of the TAx+  late Bogdoi-Chan found ‘it neceffary, in or--

TARS, who at prefent reign in cHiNa, have
Jearned, at the expence of their predeceflors,
that they ought not to depend too much-on
the fidelity of the cHiNesE; for this rea-
fon, all the military of the empire is, in a
mamer, compafed of MONGALL TARTARS;
who, on that account, enjoy confiderable pri-
vileges; which makes them very infoleat and
almoft infupportable to-the cHiNzsx, And
as-the mumber of thefe TARTARS Were not

- deemed fuffictent to curb the cHiNE3E, con-"

fidering. the valt extent of the empire, the

der to augrent thejr nymber, to make 2 law, .
whereby all the TARTAR MONGALLS, men,-
or women, who .thould marry with cui-
NEsE, were obliged to bring up their chil--
dren according. to the cuftoms of the Mox-
GaLLs, and to teach them the MmouGaLLs -
language ; and, that by means of this precau- -
tion, all thofe children fhould be deemed na-
turalized MoNGaLLS, and enjoy the privi--
leges of native MoNG4LLS,

t This was but an excufe of the Jefuits,
to-prevent the vifits of Mr, de LaNGE, whofe
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saarch. did not furprize me at all, in regard to a nation, the
1721 genius of which I already had a tolerable knowledge of.
_'The affairs I had to manage were of a very difficult
nature; and in all countries the entering properly into
-fuch ought to be the principal care; but I, neverthe- -
lefs, flattered myfelf that this unpromifing afpe&, at
my entering on my funétions, would take a more fa-
wourable turn, as foon as the Bogdoi-Chan fhould re-
_ceive the credentals I had from :the Emperor, my
mafter.
-The 22d, my Mandarins came together to fee me,
-and to know what I had to propofe to the council; up-
on which 1 requefted chem
«“ 1. To put the Allegamba, or prefident of thc
- “..counal for foreign affairs, in mind, in my name, that
# ghey had let my credentials, from the Emperor my
« mafter, remain in my hands beyond the ufual time;
« and that I waited, through his hands, the order of
# the Bodgoi-Chan, to appoint when he would pleafe
4¢.to receive them.
“ 2, To acquaint the prefident, that I had refolved

+¢ to hire a houfe for myfelf, near the quarters of the

Fefiding at pxxin could not be very agree-  of his empire, and would fuffer no other no-
able to them; as it was to a& in the affairs of Max.caThOLIC miffionaries, but the ca-

.s.monarch who had turned all the Jefuits out  PucHINs, to refide in his dominions.
' - ¢ RUSSI-
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% RUSSIANS, againft the arrival of the caravan; to the yspen.
« end that the faid quarters might be repaired, which, 1721.
% from age, were gone to ruin, and might be entirelym
« beat down by the approaching rainy feafon; that, un-
« lefs this reparation be made, the commiffary would
“ not know where to lodge on his arrival at PEXIN, ex-
« cept he would run risk of having the merchandifes
“ damaged
¢ 3. To demand, for me, 2 paﬂ'port with the ne-
« ceffary efcort, for fome baggage, left at pEKIN dur-
“ing the time of the ambaflade, which I wanted to
“ fend, out of hand, to seLiNGINsKY *.” The faid bag-
gage was fome raw {ilk which I had bought on account
of Mr. Nicorat cHRrisTizy, with cath and effe&®s that
“he had left in my hands .
The anfwer, which I received immediately after
from thofe gentlemen, contained in fubftance, ¢ That
« the Emperor himfelf having allotted that houfe for

* SELINGINSKY is the kaft fortrefs, be-
longing to Russ1A, towards the north-weft
of c H1na, This town is in the country

that is fown or planted there thrives ex-
ceedingly.
+ Through all xussia they ufe hard-

of the MoNGaLLs, upon the eaft fide of
the river sELINGA, 30 days journey from
PRKIN, inlat, 1. 30. The dimate of sz-
LINGINSKY is very mild, and the country
about it very pleafant. The monGaLL
T AR T ars did not accuftom themfelves to
the cultivation of ground, yet every thing

VoL, IIL

Bb

1y any other {ilk but that of cHiNa, which
is undoubtedly the beft in the world; it
being certain, that two pounds of cHiNESE
filk will go as far in manufatturing as three
pounds of either PER S1ANOrITALIAN

filk,

L {4 my
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“ nvy quarters, oo perfon would readily infinuate :to
« him that I was not fatishied with it; and thac, with-
« out a fpecial licence from him, no perfon in all pe-
“ KIN, were it even the imperial Prince himfelf; would -
« dare to let me a lodging, fecing it would thereby
« look as if the Bogdoi-Chan had not an inhabitable
« houfe for a foreigner.” To which I replied, ¢ That ¥
“ made no doubt of fo great a monarch’s having hou-
« fes enough for lodging as many foreigners as he
« pleafed ; but, thac I was well perfuaded, when the
« Bogdoi-Chan fhould be informed of the condition
« that houfe was in, he would not oblige me to inha-
« bit it longer. Befides, that it was acting contrary to
« the common righe, allowed by all the world, to re-
¢ ftrain a perfon, in a publick chara&er, from hiring a
¢ lodging, with his own money, which might be com-
« modious for him, without a previous application to
« the Emperor himfelf.” They anfwered me there-
upon “ That the ufages in EUROPE were not practifed
« by them; and, as all the countries in the world had
« their particular‘cuﬁoms, cHINA had hers, which
« would not be altered on any confideration whatever.”
"They alfo told me plainly, “ That they could not write
« to the council on this fubject, for that they knew of

“a
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* a certainty, that no perfon durft make the propofiti- y4rca.
“on to the Emperor.” Upon which having told them, 1721.

“ That, as the cafe was fo, I muft fubmic to remain

“ there, till the impoffibility of abiding longer may

« force me to have recourfe to other meafures.” They,

of themfelves, propofed to me, “ That the Chan

« might be petitioned to allot me other quarters, with-
« out alledging that my prefent quarters were in fo mi-

« ferable a condition.” But feeing I did not pretend to

go out, but becaufe it was in fuch a ruinous ftate, they
perfifted in faying, it was impoflible for them to make
the propofal to his Majefty on that footing.

The 23d, the aforefaid Mandarins came again to;
me to acquaint me, ¢ That the prefident would confulc
« the other members of the council upon my creden-
« dial letters, and would put the Emperor in remem-

« brance, when occafion fhould offer. But, concerning

“ the fending away the baggage, I muft have patience

« till after the Emperor’s birth-day, feeing the prepara-

« tions for its celebration fo fully employed every body,

« chat nothing elfe was attended to, though of ever fo
« great confequence.” .

Bb 2 APRIL. -
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1721.  'The ift of cthis month, the Aloy, or mafter of -the
Y\ ceremonies of the Chan, invited me, by order of the:
Bogdoi-Chan, to come to czcHAN-zGHUMNIENNE. Upon
which I went there inftanty. I was no fooner arrived,”
but I fent to notify the fame to the faid Aloy, and
forchwith went to his apartment. I underftood from
him, that cthe Bogdoi-Chan had an intention to have °
admitted me thac day to an audience, but that other
affairs bad unexpedtedly interveened; he had ordered
him to deliver to me a piece of the tapeftry which they
were at work upon for the Czar, in order that I might
fend it to rRussia by an exprefs, and acquaint the Czar,
that what pieces remained to be made fhould be ready
in three months *. I laid hold of this opporcunity of
the paffports and convoy neceflary for the piece of ta-
peftry, to requeft of this gentleman, ¢ That he would
¢ be fo good as to manage it {o, as thar, when his Ma-
« jefty fthould give order for the paflport and convoy
« for che piece of tapeftry, I fhould, at the fame time,
« be furnifhed with paflports for the baggage above-
* The tapeftry of c1x 4 is generally are not adjulted to famihing of rooms,
made of fatin, embroidered with large £+ unlefs befpoke on purpofe, or compofed of

gures of gold and filk ; the colours very many different pieces.
bright, but the defigns not corred ; they

“ mentr
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« mentioned, which I had to forward ; and that he ,pp;yr..
« would pleafe to be at the trouble of informing him- 1721.

« felf, when his Majefty would be pleafed to receive

“ my letters of credence from the Czar, with which I

« was charged.” Whereupon the Aloy defired me to
remain at his lodgings, whilft he went to make che pro-.

pofal to the Emperor; and, at his return, he acquaint-

ed me, “ That his Majefty would, out of hand, give
« orders to the council, that they fhould furnith me
« wich the paffports and convoy neceflary, as well for
« the tapeftry as the baggage I wanted to fend; but that
« it could not be till after the birth-day.” That as to
the letters of credence, he did not find it proper to
mention it to the Emperor, it appearing to him that
his Majefty frequently thought of me, and would not
forgec my letters of credence 1; and gave me, in fome

"+ The late Emperor of cH 1N 4, not-
withftanding his great age, had fo extraor-
dinary a memory, till a little time before his
death, that a FLEMISH JEsurT, who is yet
at PEK 1IN, recounted to one in the retinue
of Mr. de 1smayLoFF, that, above 20
years ago, this monarch having fhown him a
wood-picker, asked him if there were fuch
birds in their country; and, having an-
fwered yes, he asked its name in FLEM13H;
that, fome time after the arnival of Mr. de
»sMaYLOFF, the Emperor, having caft his

sye an.fuch.a bird, asked him thes, alfo,. if

-
L

fuch birds were in their country; and now
anfwering, No, the Emperor asked him why
he did not tell him the truth; and, if he
did not remember, that, at fuch a time, he
told him there were fuch birds in their coun-
try; upon which the father jEsu1T des
clared, that he had been fo-long eut of his
own country, that he really did not know
whether there was or rot. The Embperos
was very merry upon the JEsuiT’s having:
forgot his mother-tongue ; and tald him:
the bird’s name in FLEM1SH.

meafure,
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apniL. meafure, an affurance that the Chan would not long
1721. defer the receiving it. And then he made his excufes
VY™ that he could not longer wait on me, being obliged in-

ftantly to return to the court.

The 2d, according to cuftom, che birch-day of hlS
Majefty fhould have been celebrated, with the utmoft
magnificence, at CZCHAN-ZCHUMNIENNE ; but, inaf-
much as his Majelty was flill difpleafed with his mini-
{ters, he only received the ordinary compliments on
that occafion, without any other ceremony ; after which
every body retired to their own houfes. I had, among
others, the honour of paying my compliments to his
Majefty on that occafion. That which appeared, to
me, moft worthy of obfervation, at that time, was 3000
old men, the youngeft of which was above 6o years old;
which, by exprefs order of the Emperor, had been
brought, to PEK N, from all the provinces of the em-
pire. They were all drefled in yellow, which is the
colour of the'imperial liveries, and marched, in parade,
t0 CZCHAN-ZCHUMNIENNE, where they ranged them-
felves in the court of the caftle, and had the honour of
making their compliments to the Emperor; after which
his Majefty diftributed to every one, without diftindi-

on, 4 laen of filver, and fent them home.

The
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The fame day, the parfon of the church of sT. X1- gpp;r.
coLAs at PEKIN ¥, prefented me with a memorial of 1721.
fome debes which he had owing him, by diverfe per-w
fons of chat city, on account of the deceafed Archi-
mandrite; praying my afliftance in the affair. _
The 3d, having recewved, from the council, the ne-
ceffary pafport for the courier I was to difpatch with
the piece of tapeftry, I difpatched him, the fame day,
under the efcort of a cHINESE courier.
The 8th, fome unknown people, having entered my
houfe, told me, by my incerpreter, ¢ That they had
“ bought for me a certain number of fhécp; bue, if I
“ would not receive them in kind, they were ready to
« pay me half a laen of filver for every fheep.” I re-
turned chem in the fame manner I did che former, lec-
ting them know, ¢ 'That fome perfon of the college,
“ which had the direttion of the Emperor’s magazines
“ of provifions, muft come to me to fhow me thofe

* Thofe of the o x & % x religion have
but one church at pExiN; but the ROMAN

the head uncovered ; no women appear
there, having a feparate gpartment in the-

eaTHoLics have three churches very mag-
nificently built, where there refort, on Sun-
days and Holidays, a number of people of
all conditions, the RoMAN CATHOLIC
religion being tolerated there; but it is
semarkable, that the men do mot uncover

sheir heads during divine fervice, becaufe it _

®a maik of infamy, among them, to have

churehes, The Jate Emperor favoured the:
worfhip of the remisu church to fuch &
degree, that he ordered that all the fors of”
Mandarias, who made their ftudies unde: (he:
diretion of the jesuiTs, fhould be obli-

ged to go, all Sundays and Holidays, to-
their churches; which gave great uneafinefs:
to tie cHiNE 3x Bonzes,

¢ who
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« who were to bring me provifions.” They attempted
ftill, on feveral occafions, to bring in wood and other
provifions, in the fame way, to my houfe, without my
being able to know who they were, or who fent them.

The 11th, I received the pafsport for the baggage
of Mr. Nicorar cHrisTizY, which I difpatched ewo
days after from pekiN, under the efcort of a cHINESE

" courier. 'The prefident of the council letting me

know, at the fame time, “ That I ought not to fend ma-
« ny of thofe expeditions, as long as the new treaty of
« commerce, between the two empires, was unratified

¢« in the accuftomed forms; feeing it was not under-

« ftood, that they confented to a continual paffage, by
« {mall caravans; which I myfelf fufficiently knew the
« reafons for, having affifted at all the conferences held
“ on that fubjeét.”

. 'The 13th, Ilearned that the Bogdoi- Chan was about

to fet out inftantly for iIEGcHOL L, which is a town new-

ly buile, wich a magnificent caftle, without the great

wall 440 ly, or two days by poft, eaftward of pEkIN,
where he ufually paﬂ'cs the fine feafon of the fummer
in hunting, and other country diverfions.

The 14th, I mounted on horfe-back to go to the
prefident of the council; being arrived at the gate, the

guard
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guard made me wait till-they had acquainted him of 4pp;y .
my being-there; immediately after which he fent one 1721.
of his fervants to. inform himfélf « Whether I came™~ ¥
« purely on a vifit, or had occafion to fpeak to him
« about bufinefs; and, that in cafe I came about bufi-
« nefs, that I fhould communicate the fame to his fer-
“ vant, that he might inform his mafter of the fub-
“ jeét ofit.” 1 made my compliments to the prefident
by the meflenger, and told him, ¢ That I came to pay
« a vific to his mafter; but as to the bufinefs I came
¢ about, that concerned the mafter not the fervant.”
After which the fame fervant returning, told me,
« That I would be welcome to his mafter*.” Where-
upon, entering into the court-yard, the prefident came
out of his apartment to receive me; and having taken
me by the hand, after fome reciprocal compliments,
he led me into an open faloon, where we fat down to-
gether, and were ferved with tea and milk, according
to the cHINESE manner. After fome time, I defir-
ed ' that he would put the Bogdoi-Chan in remem-
brance, that I had letters to prefent to him from the
Czar, my mafter; and that I fhould be very glad to

* ® In cHINA, when they go to fee a Man-  to put on the habit peculiar to his order;
darin, of what order foever, upon bufinefs upon failure whereof, he is amerced in large
segarding his office, the Mandaria is obliged  fines.

Vo, I, Cc : know



202 JOURNAL OF
arriv. know if he would be pleafed to receive them before
17210 his deparcure. He anfwered me thereupon as the mas
Y fter of ceremonies had dore befare, « That his Ma.
« jefty was well informed of it, and would know him-
« felf when he would have time to receive them, with-
« out being put in miad of it; and that, if we fhould
« put his Majefty in remembrance of it, that would
“ Joak a3 if he or I wanted to prefcribe the time of do-
“ ing it to his Majefty.” I fought, by all ways poffible;
to engage him one way or other in this affair, but alk
in vain; and I was obliged to hold this for an anfwer;
after which he added, « That if his Majefty had refoly-
% ed not to receive my letter of credence, he would not
¢ have confented to my refiding ac his court, in quality
% of agent; and that Mr. de isMAYLOFF having fufficients
« ly explained the reafons of my ftay in PEXIN, thefe
« Jetters could contain mothing very prefling.” Upon
which I replied to him, ¢ That in EuroPE the monarchs
« were not accuftomed, when the Czar wrote letters to
“ them, ta let fuch a length of time pafs without re-
« ceiving them; nor take it amifs, from their minifters,
« if they put them in mind of fuch important affairs;
“ that I never expected fuch an anfwer in cHiNA; but
“ yet, as it was what I could not remedy, I muft bear
“1c
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¢ lt pandldy, tlu fllCh m‘s hls w&yw&s difpofcd A?RIL .
« to receive them.” ' . 1721

. 'The - 16th, I mounted again on horfeback to go Sl

fee the Alegada, or firft minifter, in hopes of getting
a refolution more favourable to my affair, than I got
from the prefident of the council.  Being arrived at
his houfe, | was indeed admitted to come into his court=
yard; bu, as I had ne defire to go into the rooms of
his fervants, 1 was ebliged to remain in the court till
they notified to him my being there. He, like the o-
ther, fent a fervanc te me, to inform ‘himfelf of t;bc
geafon of my coming. Te whom I fignified, thac I
wanted the honour of feeing him, and of acquainting
him with an affair which I did act think proper to ex.
Pain to a fervanc. 'The fame fervant returned very
foon to me, faying, “ My mafter thanks you, Sir, for
« the trouble you have given yourfelf; he is very well,

«.but it is net convenient for him to fee you.” _
~ The 17th, I was again in his neighbourhood; and
having fent my intérpreter to him to ask permiflion to
fee him for a moment; he fent me word, that ic wag
impoflible, becaufe he was chae inftant going to his Mas
jefty; and that he did met know when he fhould have
time to fpeak with me. Whereupon, feeing this was
Cc 2 an
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apriL. an affair that could not be forced, I refolved to let it
1721. ly dormant for fome time.

m_ The 19th, T went to fee a German Father ]cﬁnv
who, being an old acquaintance; and a friend of mine
from my firft journey to cHiNa, made no fcruple of tel-
ling me, that many of the principal Mandarins of chi-
Na much difapproved of the Chan’s confenting to my
remaining ac PERIN*.  But that as chere was no per-

fon, in all the empire, .that was bold enough to dare

contradi& the will of the Emperor, unlefs they would
expofe themfelves to very great danger, it was very
probable they would, by degrees, accuftom themf{elves
to my being theret. He faid to me, alfo, that he had
frequently fent his fervant to me with his compliments; |
buc that the guard at my door had as often turned him
back, as a perfon who had no bufinefs at my houfe.
Neverthelefs, he did not think they would have been

* The cuingse regard their. ancient
laws and cuftoms as facred and inviolable;
. and it is not to be wondered at, that they,
with great relu@ance, fuffer the refidence of
2 RUSSIAN agent at PEKIN; as it is directly
contrary to the fundamental conftitutions of
the empire; which abfolutely forbid the cH1-
NESE to go out of the empire, and the ad-
miflion of forcigners to an abode in it.

+ The frequent executions which the '

late Emperor of cHina was obliged to caufe
to be made, in the early part of his reign, in

order to keep the cHINE SR quiet, occafion-
ed fuch a dread in all the cHiINESE, that the

- greateft lords of the empire could not ap-

proach his perfon without fear and tremb-
ling. Neverthelefs, this monarch was far
frem being a tyrant, in reality ; for he was
a true lover of juftice, and fpared the blood
of his fubjeqls as much as poflible. He had
forbid, under the moft fevere penalties, the
putting a criminal to death, for what crime
foever, unlefs he thould confirm and ﬁgn the
fentence of death with his own hand.

fo
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fo untradable, if he would have given them a piece of 4pgiy,
money. He moft ftrongly enjoined to take no notice 172I.
of what he told me; for he would by no means appearm.
in this affair, it was fufficient that I was informed by
him, in order to take my meafures thereupon when oc-
cafion offered.

There are at PEKIN a great number of fmall mer-
chants, or racher pedlars, who, as foon as they hear of
any foreigners being arrived from Russia, or other
parts, bring -to their quarters all forts of merchandife,
which they get partly from the brokers, and partly
from other houfes of different forts of people, who
may have any goods which they would be willing to
difpofe of;; and it is often better to deal with thefe ped-
lars, for all forts of curiofities, and for made filks, than
with the fhop-keepers; for which reafon I bid fome of
thefe people bring to my houfe, from time to time,
what they fhould light upon moft curious in its kind,
whether in rich filks, or jewels, or other goods of value,
to the end that I might acquire a competent know-
ledge of all the forts of merchandife to be got in this
city. Upon which they reprefented to me, that I mighe
well believe. that they fought nothing more than to
gain a lictle money, it being théir trade; and of confe-

quence
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aprIL. quence-they would not fail of doing as I defired them,
1721. if my houfe was occupied by different perfons; becaufe
" ¥"\“.what goods were not liked by one might find a buyes
in another, and fo they mighc probably always fell fome-
thing; buc as ¥ alone occupied the houfe, and had fuch
-a numerous guard at the gate, they did not know how
to do it; becaufe, before they were permitted to enter
my houfe, chey were Qobligcd to agree with the foldiers
of the guard, how much they were to pay them om
their going out; and, whether they fold any thing ox
mot, they were equally obliged to pay the money they
.agreed to for the permiffion of entry.
'The 20th, I fend to demand of the Mandarins, wbo ,
‘had the care of my affairs, « If it was with their know-
« ledge that the foldiers of the guard that were at my
« gate, did not permic any perfon 4o enter my houfe
« without their giving them money? They, in anfwer,
Jet me know, « That:they knew nothing of -the matter;
« but they would nat fail to make inquiry, and if they
« found, that the foldiers, through ignorance, had done
“« fuch a thing, they would put things in better order
« for the future.” And I found thac they had {poke
0 the officers of the guard, who told them, They had
-+ fixi¢t orders to guard this houfe, and take parcicular
“ care
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# eare that the common people, who are generally very
« mnfolent, thould not find medns of coming into the
« eourt-yard to fteal any thing; and as they were to be
« anfwerable, chey were obliged to ufe the precautions
« neceflary, to this effe®.” They came to report this
to me, as an unanfwerable argument. Buc I affured
them, that whenever the guard admitted people to
enter my houfe, during the day-time, I would not make
them anfwerable for any robbery that might hap-
pen at my houfe; for that F had a fufficienc number
of my own fervants to drive out of my court-yard any
perfons who fhould dare to come there without having
bufinefs.
- It muft be obferved, on this occafion, that the cui-
NESE have the cuftom of explaining themfelves but
once on one propofal; and, having once given an an-
fwer upon a matter, whatfoever it be, they always hold
themfelves upon this anfwer, as an infallible argument;
 that if you turn an affair inco twenty different lights,
to convince them, by one means or other, of their er-
yor, or to make them alter their fentiments, it is all
Ioft trouble; they firmly holding by their firft word.
And it is a general rule wich the cuinesE, high and
low, in all chey have to do with foreigners; in fo much
that

07
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that every time a propofal is made to. them, which
their intereft or vanity-may incline them not to ap-
prove, it may be certainly depended upon, that, after
infinite difputes, you will be obliged to receive the firft
words, which they pronounceéd in the beginning, for an
anfwer, be it agreeable or difagreeable.

The 21t, I {poke with the brigadier of my guard
about this affair, who is a perfon generally efteemed -
by all. the people of merit in the empire; fome years
paft, he had filled the greateft pofts of the ftate, buc
was ‘difgraced, and made brigadier on account of the
bad condu& of his brother. I can truly fay, this is
the moft worthy man I have known in cHina, full of
honour, reafon, and probity; and the Fathers Jefuits -
agreed with me, that there was not his equal in all this
great empire. He difapproved very much the condu&
of the officers and foldiers of my guard; but-he repre-
fented to me, at the fame time, “ That having precife
« orders from the Emperor, that all forts of the lower
« people fhould be prevented from entering or leaving
“ my houfe at their pleafure, to the end that no infule
“ might be offered me; he could not avoid giving the
“ fame orders to the officers of my guard; but to pre-
“ yent the abufe of his orders, for time to come, he

« would
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«would come regularly twice a-week to my quarters, 4priy.
<« to have an eye on their behaviour.” Which gave me 1721.
opportunities of making a particular friendfhip withvw

him; but neither mine, nor all the threats which the
brigadier gave to the officers and foldiers on this head,
nor the rigorous treatment he made them feel on feve-
ral occafions, could get the better of the infatiable a-
varice of thefe military people, who look upon it as

their right to exa& contributions of thofe who trade

with foreigners. In fhort, it would have become infup-
portable to me, to be at the mercy of the chicanes that
this pretended guard of honour ftudied to vex me
with every day, if I'had not had the hope that my cre-
dendal letters would be very foon received ; and that
1 thould then be able to do my affairs with more fatis-
faction.

The 23d, my interpreter having met -one of our
debtors, he put him in mind of the promifes he had
made to Mr. de 1sMayLoFF; and affured him, that, if
he deferred fatisfying me, he thould be arrefted, feeing
this affair would not allow of more prolongation. Up-
on which he promifed to come to me, in two or three
days, with his comrades, and to endeavour, to the ut-
moft of his power, not to come empty handed.

. Vou. IL Dd The
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The 26th, two of thefe debtors came to my houfe .
with a GHINESE merchant who was their fecurity; they
told me that one of their partners, named pzcHUN-
pzcHAN, who was indebted to us in 1400 laen of fine
filver, died the year before. But, as I was apprifed that .
three of them were firmly bound in fuch cafe, one for
the other, w,high they could not themfelves gainfay,
this fum muft be brought to the account of the furvi-
vors. Of thefe two debtors which came to my houfe,
the one, named pzcHIN-BORCHE, was. {till in arrear 700
laen, according to what my interpreter faid, buthe ac-
knowledged no more than 650 laen; the other, called
DZCHIN-SANGA, Was to deliver 340 thun of kitaika * on
the arrival of the next caravan at pexiN, and this by
vircue of an obligation which he had given to the
commiffary GUsAITNICOFF, payable to him, or order..
I told them, « That though I had not in my hands
« the obligation he had given to Mr. cusaiTni-
“ corF, that need not hinder their paying the debt
“ to me, if not all at once, at leaft, by lictle and lic-
“ tle, according as their abilities would enable them,
« feeing this money was to come into the treafury

* A fort of glazed cotton, calendered and fmoothed, which they make in crina, of all
forts of colours, whereof they fell great quantities through all the Nox T#sxN Assa.

“ of
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« of his Czarith Majefty, and that, as foon as they ,ppiy.
« “ paid the whole, I would give them an obligation of 1721.
« indemnity, whlch would make their obhgauons to Y
GUsAITNICOFF of no value +. Upon which they re-
plied, « That they could not objeét to this expedient,
“ and that conformable to their promifes to the envoy
« extraordinary, . to give me entire fatisfaition there-
« upon, they would not fail to do it, fo as I fhould re-
« ceive part of their debts before the end of -the
“ month.” Thefe promifes continued, from day to day,
without any part of them being fulfilled; and as I knew,
by my own experience, that there are no where worfe
paymafters than in cHiNa, unlefs they can be compel-
led by force, I was obliged to fall on other methods.
‘M A Y.

The 1ft, I delivered to my Mandarins two memori-
als on the fubjéét of thofe debts, and the debes of the
parfon of sT. NICHOLAs, defiring they would prefent
them to the council, and communicate to me the an-

+ The commerce between russta and
cH1NA is, at prefent, 2 monopoly belong-
ing to the treafury of s1BER14A ; DO O-
ther fubjes of = U s 814 being to concern
themfelves in it, on pain of death, un-
lefs employed by the crown, and for ac-
count of the crown; though it is often e-
vaded by connivance of the Weywodes on
the frontier places. By virtue of the laft

Dd 2

treaty, they can fend no more than one ca-
ravan a-year, from $1BERIAtO PEK 1N,
which doth not confift of more than 200
perfons; inftead of 1000 and more, which

« they amonnted to heretofore, and which were

fubfifted at the charge of the Chan of cu1-
Na, whillt they were on the territories of
CHINA; but now they are to fubfift upon
“their own charges,

fwer
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may. Twer which they fhould reccive on them. The fame
1721. day my Mandarins put into my hands 82 laen and 26
Y \“fun of fine filver; faying, * That his Majefty had or-
« dered this fum to be paid me for cthe value of the
« fheep, fifh, fowls, and milk, for two months paft; and
« for the time to come, every g days, a clerk from the
« impetial treafury would bring me 12 laen and 37
« fun, in payment for the faid provifions; and that the
« other allowances, which I was to receive in kind,
« fhould be likewife fent me by a clerk of the maga-
"« zines from whence they were taken.” So that all I
fhould receive for my monthly allowance, in money
and provifions, would amount, according to the cur-
rent prices, to 48 laen; but they allowed me no forage-
for my horfes, which is a confiderable article at pexiIN,.
where forage is extremely dear. After which, during
the reft of this day, the weather was very bad, a greac
deal of rain, with mighty gufts of wind ; the old houfe,
where I was lodged, could no longer ftand the bad
weather; all the wall of ene fide of my chamber fell,
about midnighe, into the court-yard; which made me
very apprehenfive for what remained. I was obliged
to retire into an adjoining chamber, to avoid, in fome
meafure, the danger to which I found myfelf expofed;

as.
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as this chamber, though a forry place, was very low; k..
found myfelf in lefs danger; befides, it was not quite: 1721.
fo old and infirm as the other. 2004
The next day, the 2d of this month, I advertifed
my Mandarins of what had happened; praying them
to caufe immediate reparation to be made, if not of
the whole houfe; of that apartment where I lodged at
leaft. Whereupon they fent to aflure me ic fhould be
done without lofs of time. |
But, on the 4th, they changed their note; and ler
me know that they could do nothing in it before the
departure of the Emperor, fecing the college, which.
had the care-of the buildings, were fo much employed-
about the court, that they could give no attention to-
other affairs for the prefent. Whereupon I offered to-
repair it by people I would hire on my own expences.
But they wanted to impofe upon me in the price. And
the Mandarins protefted to me, that it was an affair
that might be their utter ruin, if the Emperor fhould:
‘come to know: that they had confented to my repair-
ing, with my money, a houfe that belonged to him;
but they affured me, they fhould fet to work upon it
very foon.
The 8th, the Bogdoi-Chan departed for jEGcHOLL

and,
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may. and, having the honour to attend him, on this occafi-
_ 1721. on, to 15 ly from PEKIN, his Majefty asked me, « If I
U Y\ expected the caravan foon.” I anfwered thereupon,
« Thac I had not received any advices from the com-
« miffary; but, neverthelefs, I computed that the cara-
“ van might be at PEXIN in two months from that
« time.” . Whereupon he asked me, « If I would not
« come and pafs the time, with the court, at jEG-
« caoLL.” I received fuch a gracious invitation with all
due fubmiffion; promifing to come to pay my devoirs
to his Majefty at jEGcHoLL as foon as poffible *. But,
on my returning to PEKIN, the governor of the city let
me know, ¢ That I could not follow the Emperor, be-
« fore his Majefty had fent the neceffary orders to him
« and the council to give me poft-horfes, and the ef-
« cort of Mandarins, which I fhould have occafion for
« in this journey.” In the mean time, I made feveral
agreements, with diverfe perfons, for different forts of
japanned ware, which his Czarifh Majefty wanted to
have, which I could not get at the ufual price, becaufe

* The late Emperor of cHina was ex-  be known, either by his complexion, or fea-
tremely affable and gracious towards Euro-  tures, to be of TARTAR extradtion; it was
rEANS, more efpecially to thofe who ex- only to be obferved, that his check-bones,
celled in any fcience. He was taller than  under his eyes, were a little rifing and pro-
ufual for people of his country; and not to  minent, like the MoNGALLS.

thofe
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thofe who fupplied me with them, were obliged to-give yar.
art of what they gained on them every day to 1721
a great part of what they gai ry day oy

the foldiers of my guard for. the liberty of enccnng
my houfe. ‘

The 10th, my Mandarins bcmg come to fee me,,
ene of them took leave of me; being, as he told me,.
named by the court to go, in quality of envoy, to the,

Delay-Lama t; and the other gave me poficive affu-
rances, that, early the next morning, the workmen
{hould begin to repair my quarters; and that they had
alrcady provided the materials neceflary for that pur-

pofe. In regard to my two memorials, concerning the

dcbts above-mentioned, he gave me for anfwer, « Thac
« the prc_ﬁdc_nt would not receive them; not finding it

« properd to meddle with fuch trifling things; as he

« had before hand told Mr. de 1smayYL oFF himfelf;

« that the council would abfolutely not embarrafs them-

« felves with any affair of debts; that, neverthelefs, he

« had ordered his Mandarin to prefs the debtors to

« difcharge their debts, in cafe they were in a condi--

“ tion of paying fuch fums.”

t The Delay-Lama is the fovereign pon-  mortal. He lives in a convent near the city

tif of the KALMUCKS, MONGALS, and ma-
ny other idolatrous nations north of the
snpirs. Heis adored as a god by all thefe
people; and, by them, believed to be im-

of POTALA, in the kingdom of TaNGuTE,
upon an high mountain, fouth of the deferts
of xamg, toward the frontiers of cuina.
Vide Hift. Genealog. des TaRTARES.

The
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may. The 20th, my Mandarin coming, ftopped at my
1721. gate, and having learned that my apartment remained
¥ “fill in the fame condition, he fent one of his fervants
to make his excufes to me, for not coming to fee me;
alledging, that the great heat approaching at noon
would, he feared, incommode him. But I caufed him
to betold, for my whole anfwer, « That I did not under-
« {tand fuch a compliment; and that I wifhed, with all
« my heart, that, in time to come, he would difpenfe
« with coming to my houfe at all.” Upon this anfwer
he thought fit to come himfelf to me, and to complain
much of the negligence of the college, which had the
care of the buildings, in not adverting to the repair
of my houfe, notwithftanding he had wrote to them,
{everal times, on the fubje&, in the moft prefling terms.
I demanded of him, ¢ What he believed the Czar, my
« mafter, would think of fuch ufage as he fhowed me;
« and, if he was not afraid, that, in time, he might be
" « made refponfible for fuch treatment.” But he,
laughing, told.me, © That there paflfed many other
« things with them, and of more importance than this
« was, without daring to carry complaints to the Chan,
“ and he did not doubt but that it was the fame at
« our court.” Neverthelefs the brigadier of my guard,
on
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on being informed of the affair, went to the Manda- .y,
rins of that college, and threatened them with his go- 1721.
ing himfelf to acquaint the Emperor, that, by their ™Y~
negligence, they contributed to the diminution of his
glory in foreign countries, if they did not, without fur-
ther delay, caufe my houfe to be repaired the very next
day. : o

The 25th, Aclength there came workmen to put

my aparcment into an habitable ftate. The fame day
one of our debtors, named pzcHIN-s4NG4, brought me
50 thun of kitaika; but I faw no appearance of get-
ting any thing from the -others, they being very poor
. and indigent; and I perceived that the proceedings of
our Mandarin, with them, tended more to get fome
little prefents from them to himfelf, from time to
time, than {erioufly to prefs them .to the difcharge of
our debt.

In the months of Junc, july, and a part of Auguft,
there paffed nothing material regarding me, -either ac
the court, or with the miniftry; all thofe of any di-
ftin&tion being gone to partake of country diverfions.
Wherefore, I fhall fill chis vacation by a faithful report
of the obfervations which I could make, during my
ftay at this court, as well myfelf, as by fome of my

VoL. IL Ee ' friends
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1721. fricnds, of the prefent ftate of trade.in the city of pr-
W\Jxm but I muft, at che fame time, acknowledge to the
ré¢ader, that there i much wanting to make the obfer-
vations fuch as they ought to be, and might have been
i I had not been fo ftrerghtened, and if they had lec
me enjoy the tmaas of informing myflf thoroughly
of things.
'The people of korEa, who are tributary to cEINa,
come twice a year to PEKIN, *viz. in the months of
March and Auguft, to the number of 40 or 50 per-
fons, as well to pay their tribute to the Emperor as to
carry on their trade; which confifts principally in the
following merchandifes.
.. A fort of large paper made of raw-filkk, fomething
like the large paper for wrapping up things in EUROPE.
"They make ufe of this paper in cHINA, for windows,
in place of glafs.
Paper, with gold or filver figures, for hanging their
- chambers.

®* Korkea is a peninfula, eaftward of the
grand wall of cHiNa; it is contiguous, on
the weft, to the province of LxoTANG of
" CH1INA, and on the north to the EASTERN
MoNGarLs. The xorEANS are, from
time immemorial, tributaries of cuina, who
treat them very hardly, not permitting them

any commerce with ftrangers. Neverthelefs,
they do not fail to come clandeflinely with
their goods, by the fea of jaraN, to the
river AMOOR, and thence by the NauNDA
to the city NAUN, to traffick with the mox-
GALLS, and indire@ly with the Russ1ANS.

All
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S ayar.

Macs, very next and fine, which dzeyufcmfmmW\)

in place of maurafles.

Cut tobacoo, very fmall, for fmoking, much eftcem. -

ed in cHING, and preferxred to that of their .own
growth. '

Stripped cotton-ftuffs.

A forc of furs which the russes call chorky, and
which they call colouk in smER14; it is in great abuns
dance in XOREA; they fell a great deal of it in pPEXIN.

A fort of dry-fith, which they get from a ‘certain
large fhell-fith in the fea of jarax. -

Ic is with thefe commodities that they trade; and
although they may, in a manner, be confidered as the
fame nation with the cHINESE, and in fome degree
thar fubjelts, yet they de not enjoy the leaft libercy
during their abode at PExIN; all communication and
convwerfation with foreigners being abfolutely forbidden
them, and much reftri¢ted with the cHiNEsE them~
felves; infomuch, that the cAingsE are not lefs fufpi-
clous of them, than of any other nation whatfoever,
As they cannot make by their trade any thing o a
confiderable amount, they generally bring wich them to
PEKIN large fums in filver, in spaNisH pieces of eighe,

Ee2 . and
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1721. and in puTcH dollars, which are looked upon, in cHr-

/YU Na, as inferior to the fine filver of cHiNa, which they
| call the Chan'’s filver, by 5, 6, or 7 p. cent. which fhows,
that the inhabitants of korEA have fome trade with
the iflands of jaran, or, at leaft,” with the #lands ly-
ing between japaN and KOREA; although it is abfo-
lutely forbid the inhabitants of that country to have
the leaft communication, or commeree, with other na-
tions, or to admit foreign fhips into their ports; hav-
ing, for that end, a Mandarin always refiding in xo-
REA, to have an eye on the proceedings of that nation.
With this money they buy, at PEKIN,

"The fineft raw-filk.

A fort of damask, called by the russes goly, and
by the cHINESE couty-toanza, that is damask of korEA;
becaufe, at firft, the korEANS alone bought that fort of
damask.

A fort of ftuff mixed wich filk, fic for hmngs, called
by the cHINESE fanfa.

Tea and china-ware.

- All forts of difhes of whn:e copper, for houfhold ufc

Cotton.

They likewife buy the tails of fables, to border their
caps and the collars of their robes.

Ic
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It is likely that they trade into other parts with the 72 .
filk and damask, which they carry from pExIN, feeing Y\
they take away much greater quantities than the con-
fumption of their own country can require.

When there is no rRussIAN caravan, nor any of that
nation at PEKIN, they quarter thofe of KORrEA in the
habitation appointed for the russes; but when there
are RUSSES in this city they give the KOREANS othér
quarters: for this reafon the cHINESE call this houfe
GOUTY COANNE, or magazine of the KorEANs, when it
is occupied by the korREANs; and URUSSA COANNE, or
magazine of the Russes, when occupied by people of
that nation. |

When the korREANS, whether deputies from that
eountry or merchants, arrive at PEKIN, there are two
Mandarins forthwich named to go to their lodgings to
obferve who goes m to them, or comes out from them;
and to examine the caufe of their coming, and how
they became acquainted with the KorEANSs: they like-
wife place guards all around their quarters, to pre-
vent any perfon from having private accefs to them.
When any of this nation go abroad, upon any affair,
the guard follows them every where, with large whips,
to prcvcnt\any perfon from joining them in the ftreet;

| and
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1721, and they dare mot go to fee any perfon without permif-
V\fion of the guard. As the inhabitants of xoREa are
not ufed to rfide on horfeback, and are afraid o mount
a horfe, for fear of accidents, they give them a guard
of infantry, who have no ocher arms, when they are in
garrifon, than their whips. Befides all chefe fieps, fult
of fulpicion, they fix, at their quarters, an edit of the
court, Ggnifying, thac all perfons whatloever are for-
bid to enter their houfe without the knowledge of
the Mandarin, deputed for that purpafe, who, afces
examining them as to what they have to do there,
takes notice of their names, and fends a foldier into
the houfe with them to obferve what pafles.” It is a
very profitable commiffion for thofe Mandarins who
are deputed to guard the KoREANSs; for they always
farm ché priviledge of trading with them to tha¢ com-
pany of cHINESE merchants who offer the moft mo-
ey for it, which fometimes amounts to a confiderable
fum; and it is by no means permitoed to any other
merchants, befides the members of this company,

trade, for that time, with the KorEaNS.
The cHiNEsE have not, in 2 manner, any trade with
the 1NDies, * excepting fome {mall dealings they may
A Crixa is feparsted from the country of the Great Mogul by fandy deferes, impal-
. have
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lave on the frontiers of the neighbouring ftates; but ic 1721.
was impoffible for me to get to the knowledge of whac'\" V4
thofe trades confifted in; for, among a thoufand people
of the mhabitants of PEKIN, it is rare to find one per-
fon who hath the leaft knowledge of any thing thac
pafles without its gates. It is true that the cHinEsE
-do carry on trade, fometimes a& BENGAL, to the pHI-
11PPINE Hlands, to BATAVIA, and even to coa; but that
1s not brought about but by ftealch, by the connivance
of the Mandarin governors of the fea ports, obtained
by means of a round fum of mohcy, without the know-
- ledge of the court; befides, it is abfolutely forbid, to
. every fubje@ of the empire, to go into foreign parts,
upon what occafion foever, without a pérniiﬂion, or an
order, from the Emperor or the government*,
‘The BucHARIANS come alfo to PEKIN, but without
obferving any ftated timest. They bring large round

fable for merchants; and the other provin-
ces of rnD1a by mountains, are very dificult
o pafs ; which in a meaner hinders alt com-
merce between thofe two empires,

* The greateft part of the cHinzss,
who are difperfed in feveral places of the
RAST 1nDIRs, for the fake of commerce,
are the pofterity of thofe who left cHina
when the MONGALL TarTARS made them-
felves mafters of that empire; and they have
no other than clandeftine communication

-

with their cHinEsE countrymen. They are
ealily known by their long hair, which is na-
tural to them ; inftead of which the cHinesz,
fubje@s to the TaRTARS, are obliged, under
prin of death, to cut their hair fhort, like
the xaLmuexs and M0NGALLS, Who have
all their heads fhaven, except a tuft of hair
oa the top of their head, which they preferve
of the nataral length of their hair.

4 There are two BuCHARIAS, the Great
and the Listle, The GRrEAT BUCHARIA IS

cornelians
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1721, comelians, of a very good colour, which thcy barter,
VY"“Uwith the cHINESE, againft damasks, kitaika, tea, to-
bacco, cHINA-ware, and filver. They ftring thefe on
fmall filken lines, in the manner of beads; and they
are worn by Mandarins of the firft orders, when they
appear at court, or in the colleges, in their habits of
ceremony; wearing ane.row of them about their necks,
which hangs down on their bellies. They bring alfo
musk, rough diamonds, and many other forts of preci-
ous ftones; but, as I was informed, of no great value;
becaufe it is rare to find, among the cHINESE, any who
will rifque the laying out a confiderable fum for a fine
ftone. The criNEsE polith thefe ftones, after their

fituated between Px R 814 and the country
of the Grand Mogul, about the 40th degree
of latitude; this is the country of the vs-
RECK. TARTARS, who are Mahometans,
The LITTLE BUCHARIA is fitdated to the
eaft of the Great, and extends to the fron-
tiers of cHina, on the fide of the defert
xAwma4, and’ kingdom of .T1BET, Which is
their confine to the-fouth ; this Jaft is fub-
je& to the Kontayfha, grand Chan of the
xaLMUcks, The BUCHARIANS are a par-
ticular nation, which have no conneétion nei-
ther with the Mahometan nor Pagan Tax-
TARS, nor with any other people of thofe
parts. They do not know themfelves whence

they draw their origin, Neverthelefs, they’

.make profeflion of the Mahometan religion,

They odcupy the towns of the Two BuU~
cHarias, and only employ themfelves a-
bout their commerce. Thofe of the GreaT
BUCHARIA carry on their trade in the do-
minions of the Great Mogul, in PERs14,2nd
in s1BERIA, and are tributary to the Chan
of the vesecrs. Fhofe of the LiTTLR
BUCHARIA trade into CHINA, into the king-
doms of T182T and TANGUT, and with the
kALMUCks and MONGALLS their neigh-
bours ; thefe laft pay-ibute to the Kontay-
fha. The BucHARIANS have many cuftoms
and ceremonies, much like thofe of the jews,
nor is their diale&, phyfiognomy,,and fize
much unlike them ; which may give occafi-
on to many reflections.
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“own fafhion, in order to make them proper for orna- ;,1,
menting the heads’ of the fair fex. S e T
I had no opportunity of being acquainted with any
of this nation, not being allowed liberty fufficient for
that end; and on their part, they dared not run the
risk of coming to my houfe, for fear of the guard at
my gate; fo that I cannot give an exaét account con-
cerning them.
"They alfo bring to pExIN gold-duft *, which the
CHINESE buy commonly at the price of 5, 6, to 7 laen
of filver per laen of gold-duft; becaufe it is unrefined;;
they aflure me that it is very fine when purified, and is

then equal to the gold of the Chan.

Thefe TarTARs dwell in the provinces of cHaMILL

and TURFAN T, under the proteétion of the Emperor of

® The gold which the BucHARIANS
bring to cH1NA comes from the high
‘mountains which feparate the dominions of

the Great Mogul from the GRAND TAR-

aary. All thefe mountains abound in rich
mines, of .all forts, but none of them are
wrought ;' ‘neverthelefs they make very con-
fiderable gains annually, by the great quan-
tities of gold-duft which the mighty tor-
rents, formed by the rains in the fpring,
along with the fnows melting, bring down
with them into the neighbouring valleys.
For the inhabitants of thefe mountains, to-
gether with the xaLMucks, who encamp
with their cattle in the adjacent plains,
come afterwards to gather thefe grains of

. Vo, II.

Ff

gold, in the pits which the torrents have
made in their paflage, and barter them,
with the BucHARIANS, againft all forts of.
Tmall things for which they may have occa-
fion in their way of life.

+ The provinces of cHaAmMILL and TUR-
7AN are fituated to the weft of the defert
of xame, towards the 4oth degree of lati-
tude. They make a part of the LiTTLE
BUCHARIA, and have been fubje& hitherto
to the Kontayfha Grand Chan of the xaL-
Mucks; but a few years fince the cHi-
NESE, joined by the moxcaLLs, have
poffefled themfelves of it, after having drivea
out the kALMUCKS,

CHINA,
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1721, CHINA, in confideration of a moderate tribute, which
_\sY"\Uthey pay him annually. In return they buy at rEKIN,
Hides of russia to make boots.
Fox-skins, red and brown.
Squirrel-skins, white and grey. ¢ ¥
Beaver-skins. |
Sables, and other furs.
Kitaika. - :
Cotton, like the woolens of EUROPE, of which they
ufe pdrt themfelves, and fell parc to the kaL-
Mucks ¥, their neighbours; they alfo take
Tea.
Tobacco. and of
The fmalleft caina-ware ; of all which in preeey large
quantities.
Befides the goods I have above fpecified, I know of
“no others which they bring to PEKIN.
The moft valuable furniture of lackered ware, viz.
cabinets, chairs, tables, baskets, and other things of

#* The xALMUCKS OCCupy 2 great part
of the NORTHERN 4814 ; they are divided
into threg principal branches, under one fo-
vereign Chan, whom theycall the Kontayfha;
they have no fixed habitation, but always live
in tents. ‘Though the KALMUCKS are in-
difputably the bravell of the TARTAR S,

they are, neverthelefs, defirous of living
peaceably ; contenting themfelves with the
fubfiltence which their cattle can afford
them, and do no harm to any, unlefs they
are hurt by them; but, when once irritated,
they become irreconcilable enemies.. Their
seligion is that of the Delay-Lama.

that
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 that fort; as alfo the richeft porcelain-ware; come from | 72k
jaran*. For, when the: Emperor fends any perfon toW\J
JAPAN, .in a public chara&er, moft of the princes and

great men of the court feldom fail to engage him

to bring them fome of thofe things at his return.

Some times they find means to bring thefe things into

cHINA clandeftinely; buc that is very feldom. This is

_ the reafon that the ¢commodities of japaN are not al-

. ways to be had at PEXIN, unlefs a man would pay an ex-

~ orbitant price; neverthelefs they are found there fome

times reafonably enough; becaufe feldom a year paffes

that the Emperor doth not amerce fome or other of

the great lords in very confiderable fines, which obliges

them' to raife all the money they can on their move-

ables and immoveables; and whoever hath money ly-

ing by him doth, on thefe occafions, lay it out to

great advantage, and buy the moft curious and valu-

able things for little money t. '

¢ All merchandife of ja»axis contra-
band in cHiNA ; which is the reafon- they
cannot be brought into mussia, with the
-caravans from cHiNa, at leaft without very
great rikk. The fmall quantity of jarax
goods, which are clandeftinely brought into
CHiNA, being kept very private, and paid
for at very deac rates by the cHiNESE
themfelves,

Ff2

+ It feems to be a favourite maxim,
adopted in: all the eaftern courts, to wink
at all the vile pradtices, and rapacious impo-
fions, of the minifters; and, when they
have well plucked and drained the fubftance
of the people, the prince then {queezes them
dry for his own ufe,

After



228 JOURNAL OF

1720,  After the lackered ware of -yapaN, that of the

Y\ province of FOKIEN is looked upon 4s the belt; but
none of it comes to PEKIN, becaufe the great lords

of cHiNa opprefs the merchants to-a great degree;.

and take their goods from them, upon many frivolous
pretences, without leaving them. the leaft hopes of ever
obtaining. any payment. For this reafon, all mer-
chancs, and others of any lucrative trade, at PEXKIN,

have fallen into the cuftom of putting themfelves un- .

der the prote&ion of fome one or other of tlie Princes

of the blood, or other great lords; or minifters of the

court; and, by this means, with the afliftance of a

round fum of money, paid annually to their protetors,

they are able to gee clear of the exrortions of the Man-

darins, and fome times of thofe of the common foldi-

ers. For, without fuch a powerful protection,a merchant

muft be an undone man at PEKIN, where every one

thinks they have an undoubted right to form pretenfi

ons upon a man that lives by trade. And, if any of

them are fo imprudent as to attempt obtaining fatis-

faction, by the way of juftice, they fall from bad to -

worfe; for the Mandarins of juftice, after having drain-

ed from them all they can, feldom fail of ordering the

goods, taken from them unjuftly, to be brought to the

college;
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college ; but he muft be a cunning fellow indeed, who , 721
fhall be able ever to get them from thence. el

They have, at PEKIN, a people dexterous enough at
lackering, but their works fall far fhort of thofe of
JAPAN and FokIEN ; which may be attnibuted to'the
difference of climate; ‘and it is for this reafon that the
lackered work made at PEXIN i3 always much cheap-
er than the other. Neverthelefs, the lackered work
made at PEKIN infinitely exceeds any work of that
kind made in EUROPE.

'The thips which arrive every year at cantox, from
ENGLAND, FRANCE, HOLLAND, DENMARK, and other
parcs,generally bring the followmrr forts of merchandife.

Silver of different coins. |
All forts of fine cloch.

Camblets. ‘

Woolen ftuffs.

Fine HoLLAND-linen.

- Standing clocks and watches.
Looking-glaﬂ]e’é of all fizes.
Mathemartical inftruments.
Ecwys from' ENGLAND.
Pencils.

- European. paper of all forts.

diffe-
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1731, Different forts of milliner-wares.
VYU  Some forts of EurOPEAN liquors, cfpecmlly wing.
| A good part of thofe merchandifes are diftribuced,
in prefents, among the Mandarins of the government
of that city; of the reft, the EuroPEAN merchants ge-
nerally make a very confiderable profit. They employ
the filver thefe bring in purchafing diverfe forts of
goods, by vircue of an agreement made before hand;
they carry away with them from thence,
Raw filk.
Damasks wrought according to draughts furnith-
ed to them.
Wrought filks.
- Lackered ware.
Tea, green and bohea.
Badians, a feed having a tafte much like amfccd
Canes. and
CHina-ware made according tomodels given them.
"They alfo fome times bring away gold, but very fel-
dom, becaufe they generally get it cheaper in the 1n-
piEs. They alfo find at caNTON pretty valuable
ftones, except diamonds, but not in any great quan-
tities.
- They make the beft filk-brocades of CHINA, tbat are

brought
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brought to EurOPR, in the provinces of QUoANTUNG 1721,
and FOKIEN. Y\
The filver which they bring from £uroPE to cans

TON is received at the famie rate as that brought from
KOREA to PEKIN; and'they have the advantage of buy-

ing their goods, at cANTOR, from 30 to 40 per cents
cheaper than they could do at rExIN.

- Thelaft year thesc arrived at cANTON a FRENCH coftt
miffary, belonging to the new 1ND14 company eftablith

ed in par1s¥*, who obtained leave of the court to re-

fidé chere for time to come; but, when he wanted to
difpatch the fhip loaden with merchandife, he met wich
fo many obftacles at the cuftom-houfe, and from the
goveriment, doubtlefs, to draw more money from him,
notwithftanding ‘he had already made fufficient pre-

fents, that at length, defpairing to fee an end of. thefe
impofitions, he gave orders to the captain of the thip

to weigh anchor, and depart, in fpite of thofe people;

which was done as he defired. But he was obliged, to

avoid being very ill treated on this occafion, to take the
cHINESE habit, and to retire to a convent of pomiNI-

caNs, at the diftance of 2 ly from canTON; where

* The Mi13s18s1P1 company.
+ TFhere are many ®OMAN CATHOLIC convents in: cHiNA, which, in the time of the
late Emperor of cHina, had much the fame immuaities as the coavemts in xvrors en-

he
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1721, he kept himfelf incognito, cll fuch time as the
V"V \JFRENCH JESUITS, at PEKIN, had found means, by
the force of prefents, to obtain liberty: for him to ap-

pear openly, with two or three domefticks, and re-
main there till the court thould otherwife dire&; on
the condition that he and his fervants thould wear the
cHINESE habit. Neverthelefs I was afterwards inform-

-ed, that the Mandarins of the government of cANTON
let no opportunity efcape them of chagreening. him;
infomuch, that he found himfelf obliged to re-imbark,
the firft opportunity that offered icfelf. : They alfo had

the laft year.at canTon, a fngal:cfmm OSTEND, bcar

ing the Emperor of GERMANY's colours. - -~ iy °

For the reft, they carry to cHina from EvropE, and

bring back from cHiNa, a very great variety of toys,
- and different forts of cunofites, upon which they make

a very confiderable profit; but thefe are fo numerous

that it is not poflible to furnifth a complete {pecification

of them.

In regard to our commerce with cHiNa, it is, at pre-

fent, in a very languifhing condition; and nothing in

the world would bring more prejudice to our caravans,

joyed ; no perfon durft enter but with the confent of the religious of the convent, unlefs
by exprefs ocrder of the Emperor of cHixa.

than
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than the commerce which is carried on at URGA¥*; 55y
for from this place there is brought, monthly, and e-\V" Vv
ven weekly, to PEKIN, not only the fame forts of goods
which our caravans bring, but of a better quality than
thofe brought by our caravans; and in fo great quan-
tities, that the merchandifes which the merchants of
PEKIN, who go continually between PEXIN and urca,
to trade with our people, and the goods which the
lamas of the MoNGaLLs t bring from cheir. parts, a-
mount every year to four or five times as much value
as the caravans that come to PEKIN in the name of
his Czarith Majefty. And I have been informed, by
thofe who have been employed by the great men of
PEKIN to buy their provifion of furs at urGa, that
there they can buy finer, and more valuable black fox-
skins, than they have ever feen in our caravan. I muft
add befides, that thefe great quantties of our mer-

* The camp of the Chan of the weftern
MONGALLS, Who are tributaries of cHiNa,
is called urca. This Prince encamps on the
right of the river seL1NGa, about sooverits
fouth of sELINGINSKY, towards the fron-
tiers of cuiNa ; and though he doth not al-
ways encamp in the fame place, yet he fel-
dom quits this country without indifpenfable
neceffity. By virtue of the laft convention
of the frontiers, the Russians of sELIN-
©insxy might freely come to urGa to bar-

Vou. II.

Gg

ter russia-hides, and the coarfe woolen
cloth of s1BER14, againft cattle ; but, as un-
der this pretext, they brought great quanti-
ties of valuable furs, which they fold againft
the merchandifes of cuiNa ; this clandeftine
commerce much injured the trade of the ca-
ravans of SIBERIA,

+ The priefts of the weftern moncarLs,
and the kALMUCKS, are called lamas ; there
are different orders. '

chandifes |
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| 1721. chandifes, brought from UrRGA to PEKIN, do confider-
V™ ably lower the prices; the merchants of PEKIN, and the
lamas of the MoNGaLLs, who bring them to PExIN,
are always capable of affording them 4 or 5 per cenc
lower than the commiffary of the caravan can, of which
the reader will be eafily convinced if he gives attenti-
on to what I am about to lay before him.
'The russ merchants, and all other people, that
come and go continually, between sELINGINSKY and
URGA, buy their goods where they find it moft conve-
nient; inftead of which the commiffary is obliged to
receive thofe he brings with the caravan, out of his
Majefty’s treafury, from fworn apprifers of the treafu-
ry, who often fet fo high a price on them that they
find it difficulc to fell them for half the price valued
at to them. Another advantage which thofe who go
to trade to URGA enjoy, is, that they make the jour-
ney thither in 10 or 12 days; and, beginning their traf-
fick immediately on their arrival, they are ready to re-
turn in 2 or 3 days after; in place of which, the com-
. miffary, after having been at confiderable expence, can,
with difficuley enough, get to PEKIN in three months;
and when he gets there, they keep him fhut up 6 or 7
weeks, according to the maxims practifed by the chi-
NESE
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NEsE hitherto: in confequence whercof the abundance ;-,,
of merchandife of Russ1A arrived at PEKIN obliges them V& V\J
@il to fpend feveral months in getting quit of theirs.
And as by the laft treaty they are obliged to maintain
themfelves, and all thofe belonging to the caravan, at
their own proper expence, all thefe circumftances can-
not fail of occafioning a very material difference in the
balance of their trade. For, before they began to trade
at URGA, a caravan, how large foever, was all fold off in
three months, at the prices fet by the commiffary him-
felf. Moreover all the cHINESE, who traded at that
time with us, became rich; inftead of which, all thofe
who have traded with us fince thac time, have traded
to their own lofs, and may be deemed at prefent quite
ruined. The expences of a journey to URGA are very
trifling; for they can buy at SELINGINSKY as much
provifion for 10 roubles as will ferve ten perfons fora
month; in place of which, 10 roubles will hardly ferve
them a weck at pEkIN. Befides, thofe who go into
cHiNA to trade are obliged to buy forage for their hor-
fes, &c. in place of which, thofe who go to urca to
trade put their horfes to grafs, without cofting them
- a farthing. The cHiNEsE merchants, on their fide,
who come to URGA to trade, are likewife at much lefs

Gg 2 expence
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1721. expence than the commiffary; becaufe they buy at re-
UYNNUkiN, and the towns through which they pafs, tea, to-
bacco, rice, and other grains, ordinary damasks, kitai-
ka, and other like merchandife, at a very low price;
which they barter, on the road with the MmonGaLLs,
againft horfes, fheep, and in a word, all forts of cattle;
infomuch, that as the private merchants make both their
journey, out and home alfo, with infinite lefs expence
than the commiffary of a caravan, it cannat be other~
wife, than that they can buy and fell their merchan-
dife on much better terms than a commiffary can, whe
is obliged to remain, with a number of attendants; in
a city where living is fo dear, as at PEKIN, a longer
time than would ferve a merchane at seLINGINSKY for
making 4 or 5 journies to URGA. In fine, when the
caravan returns to Russia, they find, after fuch great
expences, that the quantity of cHINESE goods, brought
to rUssiA by private traders, is o very large that they
muft fell cheirs at a very moderate price. All thefe
circumftances well confidered, it is eafy to comprehend
that, upon clofing the accounts of the caravan, the
profits cannot, at this time, be much more than the

disburfements.  But to return to our journal.

AUGUST.
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AUGUST. AUGUST,
The 14th, I received a letter from commiffary 1sTop- 1721.
NikoFF, dated from the river ToLa¥, 29th of July; by
which he defired me to prevail on the council for the
affairs of the MoNGALLsT, to fend him an aflignmene
for 2000 laen of filver upon the euftom-houfe of xaL-
cuanNal; offering to return the fame (for which he
had prefling occafion, for the neceflities of the cara-
van,) as foon as he thould commence his trade at PE-
kiN; and he added, that the fame favour had been for-
merly granted to commiflary oskoLKkOFF.
"Fhe 1 5th, I went to the council, and having {poken
of this affair with the Askinnamma, or vice-prefident,
he promifed to confult the regifters of the council up-
en it, and to. write direétly about it to the prefident

®& ToLa is a river in the country of the
MONGALLS, which comes from the eaft, and
enters the river orRcHON, about 250 verfls
fouth-eaft of seLiNGINSkY. By virtue of
the new regulation, the caravans of $1BE-
r14, who go to PEKIN, ought to enter on
the territories belonging to cHiNA upon their
pafling this river.

+ The council fer the affairs of the mon-
GALLS at PEKIN, is a college who have the
care of every thing regarding the mation of
the mongaLLs, as well thofe who are the
Eereditary fubjects of the Emperor of chi-
M4, as, alfo, thofe who -are only under the

proteion of -this empire, This college, at-
the fame time, enters indire&tly into the cog-
nizance of all the affairs which regard the
powers who border on cHina, from the
north-eaft to the weft; whence it comes,
that they are the court who have moft to do -
of any in cHINA,

T Karcranna is the firft cuinese city,
within the great wall, that you come to, in
the road from SELINGINSKY to PEKRIN, It
is here that the duties, inwards and out-
wards, are paid by the russjans; and alfo-
for great part of the country of the MoN--
GALLS,

at
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aucusT. at JEGcHOLL, and that he would communicate his an-

- 1721 fwertome. '

Y\ The 17th, having fent my interpreter to the coun-
cil to know if they had come to any refolution on this
affair, he brought back the following anfwer, “ That
« they had indeed found, in the regifters, that the
« council had formerly advanced money to the com-
« miffary; but that the trade was an object of fo lictle
« confequence with them, that they did not think it

-« merited the council’s being incommoded with pro-
“ pofals of that fort.”

‘The 18th, a Mandarin came to me from the coun-
cil, and notified to me, that his Majefty, calling to re-
membrance my being at PEXIN, had given orders to
the council, that I thould be efcorted to jEGcHOLL
by a Mandarin and fome of the military. Where-
upon I anfwered him, that I would be ready the next
day, with my interpreter and two domefticks, if they
would take care to provide the relays, which I fhould
want, for the journey.

The 19th, all being ready for the journey, I left
PEKIN very early in the morning.

The 211, I arrived at JEccHOLL, and repaired forth-
with to the court; and having found the chamberlain

of
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of the Chan, who is generally an ecunuch*, ¥ prayed ,ycysr.
him, according to the cuftom of the country, to in- 1721.
form himfelf, on my behalf, of the health of the Bog-wv
doi-Chan, and to inform his Majefty of my being there;
upon which his Majefty did me che favour of fending
to me a falver covered with all forts of new fruits,
which were followed by another, charged with diverfe
forts of meat from his kitchen; he ordered me to be
told, at the fame time, that he fenc me thofe for my
refrefhment, and that I would do well to keep my
chamber the reft of the day, to recover my fatigue
from the journey. The fame evening fome of the Fa.
ther Jefuits being come to fee me, told me, that the
Alegada had refolved to propofe to the Emperor to
make the caravan encamp in the defert, near kaLcHan-
na, till cthe court fhould return to PEXIN; fuppofing
that fo many of the court, and the greateft part of -the
people of diftinction, being in the country, there would
be nothing to do for the caravan at pexin; and, that
they believed, that he would not fail of requiring fromy
me, an order to the commiffary for that purpofe. It
* All thofe who ferve in the chamber than other caffern people; but the wow-

of the Emperor of cHINA are eunuchs, and  Garrs, and generally all the TarTARSy
are either CHINESE OT MONGALLS ; the ci-  are not very liable to this malady.

" uxsz pation being not lefs jealous of the fex

was
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avcusT.Was eafy-to fee, that what determined the minifter to
1721. take this refolution, was nothing elfe but his appre-
¥ henfions that the prefents he expeéted to have from
the commiffary, if he fhould be at PEXIN at the time
of his arrival, mighe, if he was abfent, fall into other
hands. But, as this was a defign that might be attend-
ed with very bad confequences, and might have been
the caufe of the lofs of men, as well as the horfes be-
longing to the caravan, by being expofed to the extre-
mity of cold and famine in the deferts, I became oblig-
ed to ufe all my efforts to render this intention of the
minifter abortive.
The 22d, being to go in the morning to court, the
Emperor fent the mafter of ceremonies to require of
me pafsports for fome Mandarins, which were to pafs
the frontiers of russia; but, as I could. well penetrate
the grounds of their errand, I thought it my duty to
refufe the pafsports demanded. Neverchelefs, notwich-
ftanding all my excufes, which I could mufter up, to
exempt me from giving them, the mafter of the cere-
monies came to declare to me, in the cleareft terms,
the next day, which was |
The 23d, « 'That the Emperor was, at one time, re-
¢ folved to fend thofe people away, whether I would
give
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« give them pafsports or not; but that I ought to con- yycysy,
“ fider, that, in fuch cafe, I might expe& an abfolute 1721. -
“ denial to every thing whick I might have to propofe.”m
‘Which convinced me, that it was abfolutely neceffary
for me, on this occafion, to conform to his Majefty’s
pleafure, if I would retain the leaft hopes of fucceeding
in my defire of oppofing the defigns of the minifter.
For this reafon,

On the 24th, when the mafter of the ceremonies
came again to fpeak with me on this affair, I putinto
his hands a letter, addrefled to the officers comman-
dants on our frontiers, in the form he defired to have
it; to which I joined the condition, that our caravan
fhould not be hindered from coming to PEKIN diredtly;
and that'our commiffary fhould, on his arrival at pE-

" xIN, immediately be at liberty to begin his commerce,
without being fhut up, for a certain time, as had ac
fome times been pradtifed. The mafter of the ceremo-
nies promifed to {peak to his Majefty about it; who
had not only the goodnefs to give his confent imme-
diately, but he, at the fame time, gave {trit orders to
the prefident of the council, that he thould take fpeci-
al care that no perfon whatoever fhould go about in

Vor. IL Hh any



242 JOURNAL OF
AuGUsT. 3Ny manner to interrupt the commiffary in his bufi-
1721. nefs. -
Y'Y\ The 25th, a porTucUEsE Father JEsurT, called Fa-
ther MAURANO, came to me, and told me, «“'That there
¢ was a perfon of quality, who, by him, made me an
“ offer of 10,000 laen of filver, till the arrival of the
« caravan, which I might employ in what manner I
« thought proper; and that this lord was very much
# fcandalized at the difobliging anfwer I had received
« from the council of the dire&tion of the affairs of the
“ MONGALLS, inregard to the 2000 laen of filver which
¢ I had required of them for the neceflities of the cara-
 van.” Upon which, prefling him to let me know who
this lord might be, he told me,“ That he was indeed for-
“ bid to let me know who this perfon was; but that he
¢« would neverthelefs, in confidence, own to me that it
« was the gth Prince, fon of the Chan, who made me
« this offer *." Thereupon I did not omit teftifying,
to him, how much I was touched with the generoficy
of a Prince to whom I had never the honour of paying
my devoirs; adding, I fhould never forget the good-
® The late Emperor of cina had 17 were all very well proportioned, having fine
princes born of his feveral wives and con-  complexions, and black eyes, well formed,

cubines, There were three prefent at the  without the leaft appearance of the deformi-
firlt audicace of Mr. dc 1sMaYLOFF, who ties of the MONGALL nation,

“ will
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“ will which his highnefs was pleafed to fhow me on,ycysy.
“ this occafion; and that I thould, all the days of my 1721.
« life, retain the fame fentiments as if I had received ¥ ™/

« his generous offers.” But the Father jesurT having-
remonftrated, « That the Prince might pofhlibly think
« himfelf offended if I fhould refufe his offer altoge-
« ther;” I was obliged to aecept of 1000 laen of fil-

ver ¥,

. 'The 26th, I paid a vifit to the Father yEsviTs of
the FRENGH nationt; where I found the prefident of
the cduncil, who let me know, by the mouth of thefe:
Fathers, « That he was come from receiving the Em-
< peror’s orders, which were fo favourable to our com-

“ merce, that there is no

® There is an appearance as if this was
a foare laid for Mr. de LANGE, to render
him {ufpefied by the Emperorof c H 1N 4,
who, in the defign which he had then form-
ed of leaving the fucceffion to his third fon,
could not fail of taking umbrage at the leaft
falfe ftep which the agent of russia might
happen to take on this occafion, which
might induce this monarch to confent to his
being fent away; which was probably the
whole aim of this intrigue.

+ The jesuiTs had great afcendency
an the late Emperor of criN4&; and, as
the prefent Emperor hath been under their
hands, it ought not to be doubted but he is
likewife well affeted to them, whatever
may be reported to the contrary, At the firft

Hh 2

inftance of -the like liberty

audience of Mr.de 1sMayLoFF, the Em-
peror, being feated on the throne, had, on
his left, as the place of honour, at three pa-
ces diftance, a litde advanced into the hall,
thrce of the Princes his fons; and, on his
right, a little mare advanced, the jesuits
belonging to the court; at five paces behind
them, a little more advanced, were placed
feven Mo NG AL L Princes of the imperial
houfe; and then, on the two fides of the
hall, the rainifters and grand Mandarins of
the court; all fitting crofs-legged, accord-
ing to the manner of the TarTars, By fo
remarkable a diftin&tion it may, in. fome de-
gree, be comprehended how much thefe
good sathers were in favour with the Em-
peror.

« hay-
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avcust.” having ever been granted before in cHiNA.” I anfwered
1721. him, through the help of thefe Fathers, « That I had

VY« no reafon to doubt of the punétual execution of his
¢ Majefty’s-orders, fince he had the goodnefs to charge
“ the govcrhor-general of PEKIN with them; of whofe
« indefatigable zeal for maintaining a good underftand-
« ing between the Bogdoi-Chan and the Czar, my ma-
« fter, was fufficiently known to me.” Whereupon he
caufed me to be told, « That he was not a man ca-
« pable of receiving prefents from foreigners, for do-
“ ing them a fervice, as many others did in fuch cafes;
“ and that a ftep of that kind would entirely prevent
“ him from ever having the hiberty of fpeaking to his
“ Majefty again in favour of any perfon whatfoever,
% fhould it come to his Majefty’s ear; but that never-
“ thelefs, he believed he might referve to himfelf the
« privilege, when he fhould come to our houfe to buy
“ any thing, of being treated more favourably than o- .
“ thers in the price.” Upon which I'aflured him, « That
« we fhould always know to treac him with proper di-
« ftinétion, in fuch a cafe.”

The fame day, I defired the mafter of the ceremo-
nies to make my moft humble acknowledgements to
his Majefty, for the gtacious reception which he had

_been
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been pleafed to honour me with, during my ftay at jEG- jycysr.
- cHoLL; and to pray his permiffion for my returning to 1721.
PEKIN ; becaufe I apprehended the caravan would foon ™Y ™
arrive there. He came, fome hours after, and inform-
ed me that his Majefty intended, the laft day of this
month, to go upon a party of hunting, in the defert,
fome leagues from jEGcHOLL; and that I mighe lay
hold of that opportunity of taking leave of his Nlaje-
fty, and of returninig to PEKIN; he added, that his Ma-
jefty had likeways ordered the governor of PEKIN to go
thicher, and deliver to me the tapeftries he had caufed
to be made for the Czar. |

During the reft of my ftay at jeccHOLL, my table
was furnifhed daily, the fame as the firft day of my ar-
rival, from his Majefty’s kitchen. And they fhowed
me all the buildings and gardens of this charming
place, which is certainly worthy to be the delighc of fo
grand a monarch; and is infinitely fuperior, in beaucy
and magnificence, to the palace at PEKIN or czcHAN-
ZCHUMNIENNE, . _

The 3 1ft, I had the honour of attending his Majefty
when he parted from jEGcHOLL ; and, on this occafi-
on, he had the goodnefs to ask me, « If I enjoyed my
« health.,” After having anfwered wich all che refpeét

due
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avcusT.due to fo gracious an inquiry, he faid to me further,
1721. “ That he thought he obferved fome alteration in my
V¥« countenance, and that Foughe to take care of my
“ health.” After which he gave me permiflion to re-
turn to PEKIN, after having, by the mafter of the cere-
monies, let me know, that, if the caravan had not been
fo nigh, Ifhould have had the honour of accompanymg

" him to the party of hunting ¥.

SEPTEMBER.

'The 3d, I was returned from my jEGcHOLL jour-
ney, being three days on the road.

The 7th, I fent my interpreter to KALCHANNA, to
the commiffary, with r500 laen of filver..

The 10th, F acquainted my Mandarin, that, as the
caravan was at hand, it was moft neceffary that the
houle fhould be repaired, that I might not continue
under apprehenfions of the merchandife being dama-
ged, for want of fufficient cover, during the rainy au-
tumnal feafon. But he continually refufed me the li-.

® Hunting is the favourite employment
of the TaxTaRPagans. And one nny ga-
ther the inclination of the TaArTARS from
the pleafure and affiduity with which the
late Emperor of cuina followed the chace ;
neverthelefs he mixed much of the politidan
with his favourite paffion; for going eve-
ry year a-huating, efcorted by a body of

the army, confifting of 50 or 60,000 men
completely armed, and generally travelling
100 leagues in this manner, this monarch
thereby inured his courtiers and his troops
to the ufe of arms, and to fatigues; and
prevented their falling into the foft and in-
dolent manner of living pecuhar to the cui-
NESE,

berty
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berty of gertting it repaired of myfelf, under the pro- sgpr.,
mife that he would take care to get it repaired before 1721.
the arnval of the caravan. But, fecing one day pafs af. > Y
ter another, and nothing done, I went, on the 15th, to
the prefident, to pray him to give orders for repairing
the houfe; at the leaft, mot oppofe my doing it at my
own expence. But his anfwer was, he would inftandly
hire the workmen, and it fhould be repaired in one
day. And thefe promifes were daily repeated, as well
by my Mandarin as by the prefident, dll, ac length,
the commiffary arrived with the caravan at PEKIN, on
the 29th. As it rained very hard during that whole
day, the commiffary found, at his arrival, that there
was no place where he, or any of his people, could be
covered from the rain; and he was obliged to let all
the baggage of the caravan remain in the court-yard,
without being able to fecure one fingle parcel. As
foon as the caravan was entered into my court-yard
‘they re-inforced the guard at the gate, and pofted cen-
tinels all round the houfe, to fecure us, as they faid,
againft cthieves; but, in reality, to prevent our commif-

{ary’s having any opportunities of trading wich any per-
fon whatfoever, till fuch time as they fhould receive the
‘merchandifes, which they might pretend to have occa-

' fion
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fion for, for his Majefty and the court. Befides which,
they ordered two Mandarins, with a clerk, to remain
in our houfe, to take good care that no merchandife
was fold on credit, and to note down exaétly the names
of all that fhould come into, or go out of, our houfe;
what goods, and how much, they bought, and at what
price.
OCTOBER.

In the beginning of this month I fent again to the
council, on the fubje& of the repair of our houfe.
Upon which they let me know, the 6th, by a clerk,
that the prefident had fent a courier to his Majefty,
to be informed if his Majefty would be pleafed to have
our houfe repaired by the treafury, or if it was our bu-
finefs to repair it; the Emperor, by virtue of the laft

‘convention between the two empires, not being obli-

ged to furnifh any thing to our people. Whereupon

I patiently waited till the
1 2th. The workmen came, at length, to make the
reparation fo often promifed; buc it was done fo ne-
gligently, that, when they made an end, there was lit-
tle alceration for the better. The commiffary employ-
ed the reft of this month to unpack the goods, that he
might put every thing in order againft the time he
fhould



M. DE - LANGE , 249
fhould be permitted to begin to trade. In the mean ocroz,
while, we were vifited very afliduoufly by four Manda- 172 I.
rins, who pretended to be deputed, from the court, to™ ¥ >
receive the merchandifes appropriated for his Majefty;
demanding, from the commiffary, an exa& fpecificati-
on of all the goods brought by the caravan, . that they
might chufe what was neceffary for the fervice of the -
court. They were anfwered, « That they need not -
« expett that the commiflary would give them a fpeci- -
« fication of all he had in the caravan; but that, if -
“ they had any orders of the court for us, they ought
« to produce letters of credit addrefled to me or the -
« commiffary; or, at leaft, toIet us fee a fpecification of
«' the goods wanted, figned by the mafter of the ward- .
« robe of the Emperor, whereupon they fhould know
« if fuch goods were in the caravan or not. But thefe
gentlemen would not quit their demand fo, alledging,

« That they muft go according to the cuftoms obferv-
“ ed in times paft, when the commiffary of every ca-
« ravan had been obliged to give fuch a fpecificacion
« to thofe deputed by the court to receive the goods
« from him; that they did not intend to be ferved at
« this time as they had been with former commiffaries,
“ when the court got goods of but indifferent quality,

Vor. IL. Ii after
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qeros, © after the beft goods had been difpofed to private per-
1721. “ {ons; that to this end, they fhould be careful to exn-
™Y« mine all that the commiffary had bsought, and thae
“ they would take what they wanted, for the court,
« out of the beft they could find, particularly fables
“ 3t 3 laen per pair, as wfual” The commiffary, fee-
ing: thefe people pretend to infift on his giving ehenm
goods ar fuch an ynder-price, craved from me the pro-
te&tion of the Czar, ous common malles, allpdging,.
that he had fables which coft him 20 er 30 roubles
the pair; and that ic was eafy to comprehend whac
market he fhould make with the reft of his goods, iff
he fhould be obliged to fell the fables at fuch a lofing
price, Upon which F made the deputies underftand,.
« 'That the merchandifes of the caravan did not be-
" ¢« long te the commiflary, nex to me; and, in cafe they
“ did, it was not to be fuppofed that we fhould credic
« them ac all, at leaft without their bringing a fpecifi-
“ cation in form, figned by the perfon who hath the
« fuperintendance of thefe affairs ag coust. But thac
“ did not fignify, they had only te bring their money,.
“ and, when the commiffary had thown them the goods,.
¢ he would fee if he could agree with them.” Thefe
gentlemen fcemed to take offence at chis anfwer. Ne-
_verthelefs,.
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verthelefs, they engaged, at laft, to bring fuch a fpeci- garon,
ficadion; buc they deferred it from one day to anocher, 1741,

In che mean time, they made ufe of all cheir cunning
to prevail on us ¢o deliver them, at an under- pnce all
the goods chey thought fic to take.
NOVEMBER

The 1ft of this month, having fent my interprecer
to the council, to defire chem to admit the commiffary
«o the liberty of trading, they let me know, in anfiver,

« 'That it was impofhible to do it, before the depu
« ties of the court had received the goods they had to
« geceive for his Majefty.”

The 4th, I fpoke of this affair, not only with my
‘Mandarin, but alfo with the Kientu, or Mandarins ap-

pointed to our houfe, to the end that they thould dif-

pofe thofe people to give us their fpecification, in order
to end this affair. ‘The fame day I went to meet his
‘Majefty, who was returning from the hunting; and
met him on the 5th, at 86 ly from pEKIN, at the hot-
“baths of TanczcHaNG, His Majefty told me, « That
« he had received news from gurorr, that his Czarith
~ « Majefty had made peace with swEDEN, by the me-
_« diation of the roman Emperor.” After which, he
" asked me, “ How long the caravan kiad been arrived?”
ILia2 Upon
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Noven. Upon which I anfwered, « That they were, indeed,
. 172 “{ince the 29th of September at pEkIN; but the com-
A miffary had not yet gos permiflion to'trade.” Upon
which his Majefty, difmiffing me, wen to the bath. .
I muft, on this occafion, acquainc the reader witch
the cuftom of this empire, in fuch circumftances as
this of the deputiés above-méntioned.  All the Man-
darins that are charged with any commiffion of the
court, be it to fubje&s or foreigners, are named and
difpatched by the miniftry. "When fuch commiflion is
finifhed, thefe people are obliged to make prefents, not
only to the minifters, buc alfo to- the Princes of the
Blood, to the end that they may not give them too
much trouble, and that they may keep fomething to-
themfelves. ‘They have no caufe to fear that the peo-
ple, with whom they have to do on thefe miffions, will
find accefs to the minifters, or that ever a ferious inr
quiry will be made into their conduct; which is fo true,
that no perfon will readily undertake to make com-
plaints of their tricks, becaufe there is no reparation to-
be expeted. No perfon can carry his. complaints di-
reétly to. the Emperor, but they muft abfolutely be
made by the minifters, of thofe who hold the firft of
fice of the palace, or the chamber of his Majefly;. and
thefe
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thefe gentlemen are {o clofely linked to the interefts yovEy,
of the other great lord_s of the empire, that, whatever 1721."
party the fufferer may addrefs himfelf to, he will c:er-m
tainly remain the dupe of the affair. o

"The fame day, the députics endeavoured again to
get fome goods from us, while the fpecification mfgh;
be made out; but their defign did not take effe®. -,

"The gth, I fpoke again to the Mandarins of thc
council, concerning our caravan; but I could get no
other anfwer, but that this affair regarded the dcputics
of the court only.

"The 14th, when I would have gonc out myf'elf to
the council, the guard, at our gate, ftopped me, under
pretext that the four Mandarins, deputies from the
court, had ordered, that no perfon fhould be fuffered
to go out till cthe goods, which they ought to have for
the court, were firft delivered. Though I pafled in
fpite of the guard, I was neverthelefs obliged to return
without doing any thing, as_the prefident was not in
the cicy.

The 15th, I fent my mterpretcr to the council to
receive the refolution of the prefident, upon what I
had reprefented the day before; and as he found him

not there, but was told he was at home, he went thi-
"~ ther
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wovew, ther to fpesk with him, and brought me the an!'wa-
1721, Following, « That the prefident would take care that
Y\« this affair fhould be ended out of hand; chat to this
« end it was neverthelefs neceffary, that the commiffa-
“ 1y fhould put 2 reafonable price upon his goods.”
He defired further my interpreter to tell me, that, at
this feafon, he was rarely ar home; becaufe he was o-
bliged to be all day ong at czcHAN-ZCHUMNIENNE at-
tending his Majefty; that when I fhould have any affair
to propofe to him, ¥ fhould communicate the fame, by
my interpreter, to the Mandarins of the council, who
would not fail making him the neceflfary report im-
mediately. |
‘The 16¢h, the deputy Mandarins having made up,
according to their own fancy, a fpecification of mer
- chandifes to be recetved by them for che provifion of
his Majefty and the court, they came to prefent it to
us, in order, by means of this impofition, to gct a large
parcel of goods from us.
But the 17th, this fpecification being t tranﬂatcd into
the russ language, we found that the quantity of mer-
 chandife which they demanded, was much ¢oo large te
be avrecd to. For which reafon, it was asked of them,
« From whom this fpecification was fent to us? and
“ who
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% who had made it out:” Uponwhich, after many curns, yovgyr.

“and tergiverfations employed to no purpofc, they were 3721,

at Jengeh forced w acknowledge that it was of theis™ ¥
own forming; it being their opinion, thdt fuch a quans
ticy would be wanting for the ufe of the court. But,
in making this avowal, they did not fail eo make the
commiffary apprehend, “ That be need not flacter him-
« felf with a liberty of trading, with any perfon, before
« ghey fhould reccive all that was contained in the fpe«

“ gification,”

"The 18th, the Alcgada bcmg come to our houfc to’
buy fome goods, I befought him to remember the pro-
mifes which Bis Majefty had been fo good to make tor
Mr. de 1smayrorr on the fubjedt of freedom of com-
merce, {eeing; that by the courfe which affairs took ac
prefent, it looked as if they were endrely forgot. But
be gave me for an anfwer to all, ¢ That it was an af
« fair thac did not in the leaft regard him, and that E

“ had none but the council to addrefs myfelf co*.”

* Is cuina all is done by the difpofiti-
en of different colléges, to whofe cogmmc¢
the affairs may belong ; it not being permit-

poflefion of -the throne of cuing, they are-
aot much regarded; witnefs the exercife of

ted to addrefs the court dire&tly, upon any
sffair whatever. In the time of the laft cui-
»esx Emperor, thefe colleges were fo abfo-
Jute, that, on many occafions, the Emperor
himfelf dared not meddle with their decrees ;

but, fince the TaRTAR Princes.have been in.

all forts of foreign religions publickly autho-
rifed, and the allowance of a xussian agent~
at PRI, agreed to by the fole good pleafure
of the Emperor, in oppofition to the remon- -
ftrances of his minifters, and to the conftitu--
tion of the government of exiva.

The
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wovem. The 22d, I fent my interpreter to the council with
1721. a memorial on the fubject of this affair; but the Man-
¥\ darins he found ‘there refufed to receive it, under the
' pretext, that they muft have before-hand the orders of
the prefident thereupon, and know, from him, whcther

they fhould receive it or not.

The fame day the four deputies, being come to fee
us, gave us to underftand,  That the ufual time of
“ keeping the commiffary at home being nigh finifh-
« ed, they were come to commence a trade with him,
“ and to know how much he demanded for each fort
« of merchandife, to the end, that, after they had fi-
“ nifhed their bargain with him, they might then de-
« clare our houfe free for every body to enter.” Where-
upon I demanded of them, ¢ Who could have au-
« thorifed them to fhut up, in the manner ufual wicth
“ flaves, for any time, the fubjeéts of fo potent a mo-
~« narch as was the Czar my mafter?” But thefe gentle-
men, not finding it proper to anfwer fo ticklifh a que-
ftion, contented themfelves with faying, ¢ That it
« would be well for the c&mmiﬂ'ary to refolve to give
« them the merchandife they required, and that at a
« reafonable price, unlefs he would, out of wantonnefs,
« involve himfelf in expences which would much ex-
ceed
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« eeed the profic he thought to make by his obftinacy; yoven.
« and that, in the fituation he was, being obliged to 1721.
« feed his people at his own expence, he acted dire@ly
« contrary to his own interefts, not to clofe affairs with
«.them.” Thereupon I defired to know, « If they had -
“ orders to prefs us, in fo violent a manner, to deliver-
« them the merchandifes.” Upon which: they anfwer- -
ed, « No; and that they were come to deal with' the-
« commiffary; but that he muft lec them have the beft -
-« goods at fuch prices as the court always paid.” The:
commiffary, to make his laft effort, offered them mer--
chandifes, of the fame quality as thofe which the court:
had received at other times, without advancing the:
price; but that did not clofe the affair. They went
away, faying they would confulc together, to fee if it
was feafible.for them to augment the price of the:
goods above that which the court had always given.

Soon after they came from the council to enquire for:
myinterpreter, to communicate to him the anfwer of the-
prefident concerning my memorial. Upon which I fent:
him dire&tly with the faid memorial; no way doubting,
but, after what the prefident had himfelf told him, ic-
would be received at once. But, on his return, he ac--
quainted me, that the prefident had ordered a Manda- .

Vor. IL Kk rin
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NovEe, It to fet me know the anfwer ; which I wrote, word for
1721. word, from the mouth of my interpreter. I applied to
Y™« the Allegamba on the fubje& of the memorial of the
« agent, and he not only forbid us to receive the faid
« memorial, but alfo charged me to tell the agent that
« which he had formerly told Mr. de 1smMAYLOFF, viz.
«'That commerce is looked upon by us with contempt,
« and as a very trifling obje; that the agent himfelf
« was not ignorant, that we had long refufed to admic
« che prefent caravan, and moft certainly thould never
« have confented to its admittance into cHINA, if his
« Majefty had not fuffered himfelf to be perfuaded to
« it, at the reiterated inftances of Mr. de 1smayLOFF.”
« That the Allegamba had, at the fame time, added
« thefe words, ¢ Thefe merchants come here to enrich
« themfelves, not our people, which is eafy co be feen,
“ becaufe they pretend themfelves to fix the price of
« their own goods, that they may fell them the dearer.
« For thefe reafons, go tell the agent, that we fhall
« not only refufe to receive the faid memorial, but that,.
« in future, he need not give himfelf the trouble of
« propofing any thing to us that may be relative to
« commerce, becaufe we will not embarrafs ourfelves
4 hereafter with che merchants of Russ1a.” Where-
upon
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upon our confinement continued much the fame as be- yoveu.
fore; infomuch, that it was only permitted to the do- 1721.
mefticks of the firlt minifter, of the prefident, and 2~ »
clerk of the wardrobe, to enter our houfe; which they
did very frequently, and in all appearance, to {py what
paffed in our quarters; in hopes that we thould be obli-
ged, at length, to {fubmit our trade to their difcre-
tion. ‘ o :

The 2 5th, I underftood that the brigadier, who, till
that time, had the charge of the guard at our houfe,
was reftored to the good graces of the Emperor; and
that his Majefty had made him grand marfhal of the
court, with the command in chief of the army which
this monarch keeps in the country of the moNGaLLs¥,
‘Whereupon I repaired immediately to his houfe, to pay
my compliments; and having found an opportunity, at
the fame time, of acquainting him with what had paf-

#* The MONGALLS are TARTAR Pagans,
who dwell to the north of cxina. They
are divided into two branches, of which the
firft is that of the Eaflern, or of the North-
erh MONGALLS, or the N1svucHv, who in-
habit towards the coafts of the fea of ja-
raN, between the river AMooOR and the
Grand Wall ; thefe are the natural fubjects
of the TarTAr-houfe which at prefent
fills the throne of cHina ; and are the very
people, who, in the laft century, made
themfelves mafters of the empire of cHiNa;

Kk 2

they are brought up in extreme grofs ido~
latry, and have in a manner no religion;
they, for the greateft part, dwell in towns
and villages, and apply themfelves to agri-
culture. ‘The fecond branch is that of the
Weftern MoNG ALLS, otherwife called
carcHies; thefelaft are only under the
prote@ion of cHiNna, without being entire-
ly fubjets, having their own proper Chan;
they live in tents, and fubfit by their cattlé,
without cultivating their lands, Their re-
ligion is the worfhip of the Delay-Lame.

fed
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‘Novew. fed: regarding the four Mandarins deputed from the
1721. court; he gave me his word that he would go to court
Y\ that day, to inform himfelf circumftantially of that
affair; and that, afterwards, he would order them to
receive what might be abfolutely neceffary for his Ma- -
jefty and the court without further delay. He, at the
{fame time, feemed to be extremely furprifed at the con-

dué of his brother the Allegamba on this occafion.
The 27th, the firft minifter, being come to our
houfe, told me, « That he underftood the interdi& on
« our houfe was not taken off, and defired me to ac-
« quaint him with the caufe of it.” Upon which I
made anfwer, “ That I had, for a long time, endea-
¢ youred to find it out; but I could find no perfon who
« would feem to know it. Neverthelefs it muft, in
« time, be cleared up; feeing it was a notorious inju-
« ftice, to keep a caravan fhut up fo long, that came
s upon the faith of treaties folemnly ratified.” He re-
plied thereapon, ¢ ‘That the court, for a long time,
« refolved to admit no caravans, becaufe all the mer-
« chants, who had traded with the rRussks, were reduced
« to the loweft ebb, by the very great quantity of russ
« goods which were at prefent in cHINA; that it was on
“ the very ftrong inftances which Mr, de 1smavrorr
« had
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« had made, as well to the court as to the council; of- yovEy.
< fering, for this purpofe, that the commiffary and his 1721.
« people fhould fubfift, for the future; at their own™ Y ™
¢« expence; that, in the end, they had admitted the
« prefent caravan; that the commiffary, fo far from
« having any regard to thefe circumftances, refufed
“ now to take the ufual prices, that had been offered
« him, for the merchandife which the court had occa-
“ fion for, and infifted on a very high price for them;
« That he wifhed I would bring the commiffary to rea-
“fon in this affair, and let him know the refult.” Upon
‘which I told him, “ Thac I had nothing to do with
¢ putting a new price on goods which the commiflary
# had in commiflion; that it did not depend on me,
« as it was the commiffary who was to account for the
“ goods with which he was entrufted, who would not
« permit any other, befides himfelf who fold them, to
« fet a price; that, as to what regarded the admiflion
.« of the caravan, it was ftipulated long before Mr. de
“« 1sMAYLOFF's arrival at PEKIN, and there could not
« the leaft alteration be made in it, without fhaking
« the foundations of the treaties concluded between
« the two empires; and fuppofing any alceration was
“ to be made, it could not be done but by mutual
con-
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Novewm.  confent, and after deputies, appointed for this pur-
1721. “ pofe, by the two empires, fhould have examined this
Y \Y« affair to the bottom, and made a new plan of con-
« vention.” This anfwer feemed to nettle the minifter,
who broke up the converfation, and ordered the com-

miffary to fhow him-fome goods.

DECEMBER.

The four Mandarins, deputed from the court, find-
ing, ac length, that we rather chofe to have our con-
finement continue, than to fubmit to their unreafon-
able pretenfions; and that, on the other hand, the
grand marfhal of the court interefted himfelf ftrongly
in our favour, and would abfolutely have an end of
this affair, the interdi@® on our houfe was at laft taken
off. And, |

‘The 2d of this month, the council made publicati-
on, that it was permitted to all perfons to come and
trade with us; but they ufed one piece of chicanery,
which hurt us much, and really kept off all the mer-
chants; for when they perceived the merchants began
to refort to our houfe, they made known to them,
“ 'That no perfon fhould carry out the leaft thing, of
“ what they bought at our houfe, without fhowing it
“ firft to the four Mandarins-deputies, to the end that

« they




Mr. DE LANGE 263
« they might take what they found proper for the ufe pgcrums.
« of the court.” 'This notification took away from the 1721.
merchancs all defire of trading with us; feeing tbeym
were affured of being great fufferers if they were obli-
ged ro pafs chrough the bands of thefe greedy Manda-
rins; which made me acquainted, more than any thing
clfe, with the mifery of the profeflion of a merchant
in cHiNa; who are obliged to depend on the difcretion
of Mandarins and foldiers, who have none. But the
Poyamba or grand marfhal of the court, having been
informed of it, had the goodnefs to remedy this new
grievance; ordering the Mandarins not to take any
thing, for the ufe of the court, from any other perfon
than from the commiffary. For chis purpofe he fent, at
the fame time, his fteward with them, to the commif-
fary, to tell him, « That he came with them, by order
« of his mafter;, to fee how much, and what forts of
« merchandifes thefe gentdemen would take, to the end
« that they might make him an exa¢t report.” Where-
upon they were fhown the goods; but they acted fo
much upon the referve, in prefence of this man, that
they took in all but a very middling parcel of goods.
Neverthelefs, this did not prevent their repairing every
day to our houfe, to take from the cHINESE merchants
' what
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pEcems, What goods they chought proper. And the more to
1721. counterad our trade, the miniftry had reprefented to
YY"~ the Emperor, that there had been brought, during ma-
ny years, from year to year, into his Majefty’s maga-
zines of fur, a much greater quantity of fables than
were neceflary for the confumption of the court; and
that, as this quantity augmented annually, it was bet.
ter that his Majefty fhould order fome of them to be
fold, than to let them lye and fpoil.

"The 12th, Igi:h, and 14th, many cHINESE mer-
chants, and other perfons from the great houfes, and
ordinary people of PEKIN, having come to our houfe,
ventured to buy fome {quirrel-skins, and other goods
of fmall value, in order to difcover the true defigns of
the Mandarins who kept themfelves at our houfe;
they did not oppofe them until they had fixed their
bargains ; but, when the bargains were concluded, they
ﬂgniﬁed to them, that they were not to carry out any
of the things they had bought, till they fhould chufe
the beft of what they had for the court.

The 15th, as they were apprifed at the court and
council, that we had begun to trade, they publithed
that they would fell, at reafonable prices, 20,000
fables out of the fur-magazines of the Emperor; where-

upon
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-upon all thofe who had begun to trade with us went to pgcrys.

fupply themfelves there; forhe for fear of the chicanery 172 I.
of the Mandarins, others in hopes of buying cheaper
there than with us. In fhort, they fold, by what I could
afterwards learn, the beft fables at 2 ; laen, middling
at 1} laento 1, and the leaft at go fun; but thefe were
not siBeR1A fables, but thofe of the ToNGUsEs*, under
the dominions of cHIN a4, taken about the border of
the river AMoOR+; of which they furnith annually a
quantity to the magazines of his Majefty. 'The coun-
try whence thefe fables are brought is called soLLon1.
The 16th, I was informed, that, notwithftanding
the court had confented to a free commerce, between
_the two nations, free of all duties, the Mandarins be-
longing to our houfe, had given the ftricteft orders to
our guard, not to let any the leaft thing, of any kind,
be brought into our houfe without producing a billet

265

t The river aMoo® is one of the largeft

® The ToNGUSES are a Pagan people
dof the north of as1a, who are very pro-
bably the defcendents of TarTaRS; they
occupy a great proportion of the eaftern
parts of sisEwra; and fome branches of
this people extend themfelves even to the
fouthern banks of the river Amoor; the
laft party of the TonGusEs is fubjett to
cHina ; all the other TonGusxs are fub-
jeQs of russia. Vide Hiftoire Genealog.
des TARTARES,

Vou. IL

Ll

rivers in A s14 ; it takes its rife in the
country of the MONGALLS, aear the river
SELINGA, and running from thence eaft-
ward, it makes the frontier of thefe parts,
between Eaftern siser1a and the Oriental
moNcGaLLs; and, after a courfe of more
than 300 GERMAN leagues, it difcharges
itfelf into the fea of jaraw, in lat, 44 de~
grees north,

from
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pEcEmB. from them; and fuch a billec coft them 30 zfchoffes;
172 1. which make about 4 fun. * But thofe who would have
MY free ingrefs and egrefs, to our houfe to. trade, were o-
bliged, once for all, to make a fixed agreement wich
_ them, eg¢her for a certain limited time, or for the whole
time we might ftay ac PEKIN; upon which they receiv-
ed a biller, which intitled them to come into, and go
out of our houfe as often as they pleafed. All thofe
who refufed to pay in this manner, for the freedom of
entry into our houfe, were fent back, as people who
came to our houfe ‘to borrow, or perhaps to fteal on

occafion.

The 17¢h, my Mandarin bcmg come to fee me, §
told him, “ Thac I was very glad to learn, that the
¢ court had alfo begun to enter into trade; which they
 had before looked upon as fo contemptible a thing
« with them, that they always reproached us with the
“ hictle importance of ic; that, fince his Majefty had
« given fuch authentick marks of the efteem he had
“ for commerce, I hoped, that in time to come, they
“ would fpeak of it with more circumfpection.” Where-
upon he replied, « That it was not with a view of inte-
¢ reft chat the Emperor had ordered the fables to be
« fold, that I fpoke of; but that the fale was made

« purcly,
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« purély, becaufe, having fo great a quantity of thempgepma.
« in his magazines, he thought it better to order them -1721.
« to'be fold, than that they fhould ly there till rotten.” ¥
T thereupon told him, “ That if, at the court of his
« Czarith Majefty, and in his empire, they could make
"+ ufe of all che furs which the country furmfhcd they
« would probably fee very few of them in cHiNa.” Af-
ter which, I demanded of him, « If it was with the
« knowledge of the Emperor that the Mandarins, pla-
“ ced at our gate, fold, to the people who had bufinefs
«-with us, permits of paflage, in and out; and abfolute-
« ly denyed entrance, to our houfe, to thofe who would
“ not pay for thofe permits?” I would likewife be in-
formed by him, “ What was the meaning that the 4
¢ Mandarins, deputies of the court, were contanually
« in our houfe?” His anfwer to which was, ¢ That the
< Emperor knew nothing of it, nor did any perfon dare
« to tell him of it; the Alegada having given them
« leave to fell fuch permits, as a fmall cafual profic:
« that, as to the Mandarin deputies, they were igno-
« rant of the confequence of what they did.” Where-
upon I told him, at the conclufion, « That I did not
« comprehend why the minifters were fo averfe to us
“dn every thing, even to the refufing to fee us, or re-
Ll “ ceive.
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DECEMB." ceive our memorials; that I wifhed, wich all my hearr;
1721. « that they fhould not carry it fo far, as to oblige me.
i o carry my complaints to the perfon of the Bogdoi-.
« Chan dire&; and further, thac I asked nothing buc.
« what was conform to treaties, and that if the treaties
« were to fubfift in their full force, between: the two
« empires, there was an abfolute neceflity to hear what
« I had to fay, and to give fuch refolutions- as they
« fhould think proper, upon the memorials which I
¢ fhould, from time to ume, prefent them on the oc-

« cafion.” | |
The latter end of this month, his Majefty made 2
tour to calsa, which is a palace, with a fine park, fome
lys to the fouth of PE;KIN, where he pafled fome weeks;
which was the occafion that nothing remarkable paf-
fed, during this time, between the minifters and me.. -

JANUARY, 1722

'The 1 5th of this month the guard, at our gate, re-
fufed entrance to fome carts of hay, which my people
had bought, becaufe the peafants had not hillets of
paffage, and they would not give any thing to the fol-
diers; and notwithftanding I fent to advertife the Man-
darins, and officers who commanded. the guard at our
gate,
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gate, of this infolence of the.guard, they, notwithftand- jnyar.
ing, drove away the peafants with their hay. I com- 1722:
plained of it to my Mandarin, but to little purpofe.

The 16th, after having received the news of the’
perpetual peace, concluded between his Czarih Maje-
fty and the orToMAN PORTE, I caufed Te Deum to be
fung in the church of sT. NicoLas, and celebrated the
reft of the day in feftivity. |

FEBRUARY.

The 2d of this month, and according to cuftom, I
offered fome prefents to his Majefty on the new year,
which is a ceremony that muft be obferved by every.
peifon, vefted with any publick charadter, unlefs he
would expofe himfelf to a general cenfure. His Ma-
jefty received. my. lictle prefents very gracioully, and
prefented me, in return, with fome of all che forts of
game he had taken at the hunting the laft aucumn¥*,
and of a good number of fheep; and it is in this man-
ner thac his Majefty is accuftomed to regale annually,
at the clofe of the year, thofe people of his court that’
he would diftinguith. .

The 4th, which is the laft day of the cHINESE year,

* The moNGALLS, and other Pagan TARTARS, have a particular method for drying:
all furts of fleth, by the air and the fun, which entirely prevents their perithing; by which -
means they keep wild fowl from one year to another.

the
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FEg. the court ended the year with a feaft; which was very
1722, fhort, becaufe his Majefty was but juft recovered from
\/Y™\a fit of illnefs, which he had laboured under. On this
occafion, I bad the honour of fitting over-againft his
Majefty, at fome diftance from the throne; and this
placeisalictde belowthe featof the Princes of the blood,
but above that of the Mandarins of che firft clafs. The
feaft being finifhed, and-his Majefty retired, the mafter
of ceremonies came to tell me, that I might be dif-

penfed with coming the next day, being new year's-
day, to court, t0 pay my compliments to his Majefty; “
feeing it was the cuftom of the Princes of the blood,
and Mandarins of the empire, to be all ranged in the
court of the caftle that day, every one according te
his rank; where, as I was a foreigner, 1 could have ne
The 14th, the firft minifter gave me, and the com-
miffary a dinner; on which occafion there pafled no-
thing remarkable, unlefs chat he asked me, « If I was
“ not to return with the caravan?” Which made me
think they had already fettled this affair at court, I
anfwered him thereupon, “ That it did not depend on
“ my pleafure to leave the court, where the Czar, my
mafter,
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* mafter, had fent me o refide, till he fbould recall

“ me.”

27

FEBR..

. 1722,

The 18th and 1 9th his Majefty caufed the celebra- ™~ Y

tion of the feaft of Lanthoms, which had been annual-

ly celebrated, at the court of criNa, for above 2000

years. This feaft was folemnized at czcHAN-zcRUM~
NIENNE with great magnificence.  During the grand-
entertainment, which was that day at court, they re-

prefented all forts of plays, and other diverting fhows;.

and, at night, they exhibited grand fire-works, which,-

mecd to fo many ﬂhmmauons, and to the prodigious-

quantity of lanthorns, adorned wich figures, and di-

verfified thh all forts of colours, caufed a furprifing:

iagrecéblc view, during ‘the darknefs of the nighc*.
'They Placed me, on this occafion, the fame as they
did the laft time ac PEXIN, at the diftance of fome
paces from the Emperor’s throne.

The 20th, being returned to PEx 1N, fome of the
principal of the korREA merchants came to fee me; but
when they would have entered my apartment, fome of

® The cwinese are accuftomed to be  markably beautiful, the variety and livelinefs
at very great expence at this feftival, in fire-  of their colours furpafs the eurerEaN per-
works, and in lanthorns, having lanthoras  formances fo much, that we are obliged t¢

that will coft them 10,000 laen, and wp-  own, they excel us in thefe performances.
wards, The fire of their rockets are alfo re-

the
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the foldiers, who accompanied them, oppofed it; and
they narrowly efcaped the lafh of the foldiers whips,
who had lifted them againft thofe merchants. Upon
which, I prefently ordered them to be kept, by our
people, in the court before my houfe, to wait there
till the merchants fhould go out of my houfe. And
I, at the fame ti'r'nc, gave them to underftand, that
they for the future would do wifely not to' make ufe of
their whips at my houfe. After which the merchants
indeed entered into my apartment, but dared not make
any ftay there; for fear of being infulted by the foldi«
ers that efcorted them®. The civility with which T
reccived them, and to which they had not beér ufed
with the cHINESE, made them have a defire of Being
For thcy'cameiﬁgainﬁdﬁ
the 22d, before my houfe, but the gmrd at-the gaté
refufed them entrance.

more acquainted with me.

* The cH1NE sk being accuftomed to
treat the inhabitants of KOREA with great
roughnefs, and having prohibited them all
correfpondence with foreign nations, it is
not to be expeted that they fhould relax
their hard treatment of them, for the fake
of a minifter of the court of russia; which
is as it were the only power who could fup-
port the inhabitants of koRza, if they thould

ever be defirous of throwing off the crinE s
yoke; feeing, that, by the river AMoOR, the
russes could fall down into the ports of
roxza, without a poffibility of the cHinEse
hindering them. And it is not impoffible but
this condu& of Mr. LaNGE might have been
one caufe of the court of cuina’s fudden
refolution of ordering him to leave the coun-

try.
MARCH.
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MARCH.

~ During this month, we continued our trade as much 1722.
as the Mandarins, and foldiers of our guard, would Y ™

permit. There pafied nothing elfe remarkable, unlefs
that the commiffary having fent a clerk of the’cara-
van towards the deferts, to fee in what condition the
horfes were, which were left there in their way to pE-
K1IN; he reported to us, that they were all in very bad
plight; and that if we did not, out of hand, fend mo-
ney, that they might be put into ftables, there was
danger of the greateft part of them dying.
A PRIL. |

The 6th of this month, I fent my intcrprcter, -at

che defire of the commiffary, to the Mandarins which

were placed at our houfe on account of the caravan, .

and let them know, that the commiffary being obliged
to fend one of his people with money, towards the de-
fert, in order that the people, who had the charge of
the horfes of the caravan, fhould be enabled to put
them into ftables, he would, for the greater fecurity,
have occafion for fome foldiers, or fome others, to
efcort this man; and I prayed their care of this affair.
Whereupon they returned me anfwer, that they would

Vou. II. Mm make



274 JOURNAL OF
apgiL, Make their report to ‘the council; for, vnthout their
1722. orders, they could do nothing in it.

¥\ The7th, two Mandarins, accompanied by a clerk,
¢ame to bring me an anfwer, from the prefident, on
this affair; and, ic being wrote on a fheet of paper,

shey read the fame to me in the following terms.
“ ‘The Allegamba having been informed yefterday,
« that you wanted to fend a meflage agam towards the
« deferts, could not but imagine that it ‘was for fome
« other bufinefs than that of horfes, that your people
« made fuch frequent journies between the deferts and
« pEKIN; this gives him reafon to think, that, by the
“ help of the MoNGALLS, you carry on a fecret intelli-
« gence between this city and sEriNGINsSKkY, which
“ may give birth to complaints and threaes between
¢ the two empires; for he is not ignorant, that the
“ MONGALLS are a people capable of engagmg in fuch
# affairs, and that the rRussEs do not grudge money on
“ fuch occafions.” T asked them thereupon, « Whe-
- ¢ ther this anfwer was from the Allegamba, or whether
“ it was their own compofition.” Upon which they af-
fured me, that they wrote it, word for word, the fame

that the Allegamba gave them; and that it was for
‘ the
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the fame reafon he would aot confent to the fending Aprie.
the perfon, as defired. | 1722.

VU

After this explanation, I thought neceffary, for my
greater fecurity, to defire them to acquaint the Alle-
gamba, on my behalf, « That the precaution he took
“ was not right to take, unlefs with prifoners, or unlefs
“ he had any intercepted letter to produce, by which
“ he could convi& me of having fought to embroil the
“ two empires; that bearing, as I did, a publick cha-

« rafter, I might write, as often as I pleafed, without-

« having any occafion either of the efcort, or the con-
« fent of the prefident; and the fame, if I had a cou-
« rier to difpatch for my private affairs, as he could not
« prevent it without an open violence.” I fent forth-
with my interpreter to the council, with the Manda-

rins, to know the determination of this minifter. But

he fent me word, that he had no defire to employ the

horfes and the people of the army of the Emperor, his-

mafter, in our fervice, on journies which muft caufe
them to be at expences for which they were not fur-
nifhed by their ordinary pay. Upon which I made him
the propofal of being ourfelves at the expence of the
people for the efcort which he fhould grant us, and
that we would alfo mount them on our own horfes, that

Mm 2 , they
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apriL. they might have no occafion for the Emperor’s; or, if
1722. that was ftill not fatisfaltory, I would only demand a-
Y\~ paffport, and would run the risk of fending one of our
own people without an-efcort. But he continued firm in
his -denial, and would not allow of one or other of
the' expedients; contenting himfelf with letting me
know, once for all, « "Fhat he would do nothing in it.”
I learnt, ac the fame time, from my interpreter, thac
they had reafoned among themfelves, on this occafion,.
in much the following manner ; ¢ Thefe foreigners
“ come here with their commerce, to encumber us e-
“ very moment with a thoufand petty affairs, pretend-
« ing that they ought to be favoured, on all occafions,
“ no more nor lefs than if they laid an obligation on us;
« and yet, we are ftill to receive the firft anfwer from:

“ them on the fubje& of our affairs.”

The 16th, I underftood, that, fome weeks ago,
the Tufh-du Chan of the moNGALLs* who encamp

* This is the name of the prefent Chan
of the Weltern monGaLLs. This Chan was
beretofore fovereign; but, fince the Eaft-
ern moncaLLs have poflcfled themfelves
of c 14, he put himfelf under the pro-
te&ion of that empire; in order to be the
better able to make head againft the xan-
Mmucks, with whom they are, in a manner,
at continual war. He is a very powerful
prince; his dominions, on the weftern fide,
reach to the banks of the great river yE-

Ni1sEY, and even from thence, on the other
fide of this river, towards the fources of the
oBY; aod, on the other fide, towards the
caft, they reach to the Great wall, The
Chan of the Weftern MoNGALLs. hath a
great many petty Chans of this nation for
his vaffals, and can bring 100,000 men, or
more, into the field, all cavalry; bue his
foldiers fall far fhort of the xaLMuUexs
foldiery,

- at
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at URGA, had brought complaints to the court, of the ,pgyy,
ill condu& of the rRuss merchants who came to urGa; 1722.
and that he had, at the fame time, “ advertifed the mi-~" ¥ ™
niftry, chat there never had been fo great a concourfe
of russ and cHINESE merchants at his refidence, as in
this year; that, thereupon, his Majefty had taken a re-
folution to fend -a Mandarin with orders to the Chan.
to chafe out all the merchants, as well russEs as cui-
NESE, from URGA, without letting it appear that it
was done by order of his Majefty; but that it fhould
appear as the proper aét of the Fufh-du-Chan, as ma-
fter of his own country.

: "The fame day, a courier, who was lately arrived from:
SELINGINsKY, with difpatches from the Mandarin who-
refided there, told my interpreter, that the intendant.
of sELINGINSKY had tendered feveral packets of let-
ters, that came from RrRussia, to this Mandarin, in or-
der to be forwarded to the council of the affairs of the
'MONGALLS at PEKIN; but he refufed. to receive them,
becaufe the intendant could not acquaint him wich
their contents. o

. M A Y
The 4th of this month, two Mandarins of the coun-
cil, accompanied with three clerks and two officers of
. ous
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M A . our guard, being come to my apartment at 11 o'clock
1722, at might, informed me, that the Allegamba, being re.
Y\ turned from court, wanted to fpeak with me on an af-
fair of confequence; and becaufe he was employed,
during the day-time, from morning till night, he prayed
‘me to give myfelf the trouble of coming to him,
though it was late at night. I was a-bed when the
meflage came to me; however I made no difficulty of
rifing, to comply with this minifter’s defire; the more,
ab the Mandarins affured me thac the bufinefs he want-
ed to fpeak with me about was a very prefling affair.
When I came to his houfe I was received with remark-
able civility, and the Allegamba being come in perfon
to meet e, éven to the court, he led me to his a-
partment, and defired me to fic down by him. He then.
began to make excufes, that, in fo long a time, he had
not been able to fee me at his own houfe, or in other
places; but that he fuppofed I was not ignorant that
he was obliged to be every day, from morning till
night, with his Majefty, at czCHAN-ZCHUMNIENNE.
Upon which I replied, that his excufe was unanfwer-
able; and that I commiferated his being obliged to
pafs his time in fo fatiguing a manner. After many
other reciprocal compliments of this nature, he de-
manded
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manded of me, ¢ If it was long fince I had any news ,, y.

I anfwered, ¢ That it was. 1722.
U\

“ from SELINGINSKY.
« fome time fince I had any.” In the end, the affair
-which he was about difcovered itfelf, by lictle and litdle,
when he asked me, ¢ If I remembered that when I
-« would lately difpatch a meffenger, by xaLcHANNA,
« towards the defert, he had told me that he could not
« confent to it, becaufe he apprehended, that, by fuch
« means, fecret correfpondence might be carried on,
« which might bring on fome mifunderftanding be-
« tween the two empires.” I told him thereupon,
+ That I did remember that, and the reft of the unex-
+ pe@ed anfwer he then gave me; but, not having e-
« ver been able to guefs whence fuch fufpicion could
« arife, he would infinitely oblige me, if he would pleafe
« to {peak a lictle more intelligibly on this affair.”
‘Whereupon he replied, “ We apprehend you have in-
« telligence of our deferters, which you do not think
« fit to communicate to us*.” Thereupon I remon-

# The TonGUSE S, as well as the mox-
GaLLs, and other people of TARTAR ex-
‘tra@tion, who inhabit on the confines of rus-
s14 and cHiNa, are accuftomed to defert
wery often, by bundreds of families, from

the lands of one empire to thofe of the o-.

sher, acconding as their caprice or intereft
prompts them ; which is often the fubjeét

‘l

of altercations between the two empires,

" In order to remedy thefe incoaveniences, it

was agreed in the laft treaty, that, for the
future, fuch deferters fhould not be received
by either power, but fhould honeftly be re-
turned to the place from whence they came.
From this article the cuinesk pretend a
right to reproach the Russxs with not a&-

ftrated,
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may. Qtrated, « Thac, if he would pleafe to confider the vaft
1722, ¢ diftance between sT. PETERSBURG and PEKIN, he

VU« would himfelf judge whether it was poffible for the

« courier, difpatched on this affair, to be returned al-
L« ready, unlefs he could fly; that, as to the reft, he
« himfelf knew that affairs of fuch confequence were
“ not the bufinefs of a day, and required other things
< to adjuft them than fecret correfpondence.” He
fhook his head at this anfwer, becaufe there was then a
report current at PEKIN, that orders were arrived at se-
LINGINSKY, from the Czar, not to reftore the deferters
before fpoken of. Some moments afterwards he asked
me, * If I would communicate co him the news, when
4+ I fhould receive my letcers.” Upon which I aflured
him, “ That I fhould conceal nothing from him, whe-
« ther it regarded him in particular, or regarded the
s« court; feeing fuch affairs could not be communi-
* cated tp me, but by exprefs orders of the Czar, my
« mafter; which, whatever defire I might have, I dared
<« not keep fecret.” 'This minifter, not thinking he
had yet fufficient reafon to be fatisfied, demanded a-
ing candidly, in deferring fo long the reftita- sz, on their fide, alfo reclaim a good
tion of 700 families of their fubjects, which gumber of families, and ia6ft on its being
.went over to the RUSSIANK territories fince  equitable to come to a liquidation of their

«the conclufion of this treaty ; and the Rus-  reciprocal pretenfions,
new
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new of me, “If, when I fhould receive private letters, 4y,

« I would let him have a copy:” I anfwered thereupon, 1722.

« That it was certainly the firft time, fince the world
“ began, fuch a propofal was made; but that I could
« not believe that he fpoke in earneft on this occafion,
« although it was a little too late for raillery.” 'This
anfwer being not altogether {fuch as he hoped for, he
changed, for fome time, the difcourfe, by faying, « That
« he had an intention of telling his Majefty, that the
« caravan was almoft ready to depart; and of receiv-
¢ ing, at the fame time, his orders with regard to my
« perfon.” Whereupon I defired him * T'o put his Ma-
~« jefty in mind of the affair, on the fubjet of which I
« had fo often made inftances to him.” At length he
began to talk to me of my ftay ac pEx1N, faying, “ That
-« the term which was agreed with Mr. de 1smaYLOFF,
« for my ftay at this court, wanced lictle of being ex-
« pired.” And he made me fully to comprehend, that
I ought to prepare to return with the caravan. Upon
which we difputed together long enough, and I told

him, on this occafion, ¢ That if he would pleafe to

« remember that I aflifted on all the conferences that
« were held on this fubjeét; that I had read, and had
“ in my cuftody, all the correfpoidence of Mr. de 1s-

Vou. IL Nn MAYLOFF,
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may. © MAYLOFF, wich the council, about his negotiations;
1922, « and, thac I was at all the audiences which his Maje-

YY"« gy had granted to that minifter, he could not doubt,

« but that what was cranfacted by Mr. de rsmayLorr,
« from his arrival till his departare, was as well known
« to me as to himfelf.” I farther alledged to him, on
this fub}e& the refolution of the menth of February,
1721, which he bimfelf fenc to Mr. de mmarvLorr;
‘wherein it was faid, ¢ That his Majefty had given his
« confent to the refidence of an agent at his court,
*« without any mention regarding the time, dire&ly or
« indiredtly.” But this lord, notwithftanding he had
mothing to anfwer to what I advanced, held himfelf
fri&tly to his firt decifion, that my ftay had ‘been a-
greed to only till the return of the prefent -caravan.
And this altercation did not ceafe till I gave him for
a final anfwer, ¢ That the Czar, my mafter, not hav-
« ing .ordered me to-enter this-empire in fpite of the
« court, or to continue to refide in it contrary to the
« good pleafure of the Bogdoi-Chan, I was ebliged to
« conform myfelf, on this occafion, to all that his'Ma-
 jefty fhould think fit to determine in-regard to-me.”
After which he fhowed me a fmall letter, with an-ad-
drefs m the russ lafguage, faying it came from Nawn1TI

TURSOFF
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"TUKSOFF, interpreter at SELINGINsKY, and that the y,y,
Kutuchtu * had fent it to peKIN, that it might be de- 1722.
livered to me. He added, « That he knew very 'wcll,wv
« that fince the departure of Mr. de 1sMAYLOFF, I had
« received a good number of letters, the contents of
« which { had communicated 6 no body; but as to
« ¢his ketter, I muft decermine to open it in his pre-
« fence, and let him take a copy of it, if I withed to
« have it; for if he could not prevail fo far upon me,
«J fhould not read it neither, as he would take care
« to return it whence it came.” He gave orders, for
¢his purpofe, to two tranflators, who were then pre-
fene, to fet themfelves by me, and to read the lecter
at the fame time I did. As I had not yet opened the
lecter, I asked him, ¢ What occafioned a curiofity fo
« anallowable? and if be did not know, that this pro-
«icedure was direétly contrary to the rights of nati-
« ons?” His anfwer was, « That he was well enough
« apprifed, that what he did on this occafion was a
« Jittle frregular; but this letter happening to fall inco
« dis hands, he expe&ed that I would not make much

‘® The Kutuchtu is an high-prieft be- parts; but he hath, by degrees, found means
fonging to the momcaLvs and the Northern  to withdraw frem the obedience of his ma-
xaLmucks. He was formerly no more than  fter, and to deify himfelf at the expence of
a fub-delegate of the Delay-Lama, in thefe  the Delay-Lama.

Nn 2 « difficulcy
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may. difficuley of communicating the contents to him;
1722. « and that I might determine on the alternative he
Y'Y had propofed.” Thereupon I delivered him the let-
ter, fealed as it was, and defired him to refle@t feriouf-
ly on the confequence fuch an unwarrantable curiofity
might produce; and, in the mean time, I fhould fee to
what lengths he would carry his authority over my
letters. After which I left him, and retired to my
quarters. |

The 5th, two Mandarins came to me, on his par,
to fee « If I would not refolve to comply with his will,
« in regard to the faid letter.” I charged them to telk
him, on my part, ¢ That I always found myfelf ready
« to do him all imaginable fervice, which he could in
« honour expeét; but what he defired, on this occafion,
« was fo unreafonable, that I eould not but confider it
« as an affront, which he had an intention wantonly to
« give me; and that he might depend on being oblig-
« ed, at a proper time, to give me fatisfaétion.”

The 6¢h, the two tranflators above-mentioned were
commanded to cZzCHAN-ZCHUMNIENNE, by order of this
minifter, which made me think they had proceeded as
far as to open my letter; but I was foon convinced of
the contrary; for

The
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'The 7th, a Mandarin, accompanied by a clerk, came - 3 v,

to bring me the faid letter, which had not the leaft 1722..

mark of having been opened. He, at the fame time,m
made me a compliment from the Allegamba, faying,
« That he defired I would conceive no ill opinion of
« him, upon what had pafled betweeh us on the fub-.
« jec of this letter; in'as much as he affured me, there
“ was nothing ferious on his fide, in this adventure;
« and that he only took the liberty of having a little
« pleafantry with me; not altogether without flatcer-
“ ing himfelf, thac I might not be averfe to comply.
« with his defire, on this occafion.” But now, being
« convinced that I was firmly refolved againft this forc
« of complaifance, to any perfon whatfoever, he would
« no longer delay fending me the letter in queftion,
« and, at the fame time, to aflure me of his friend-
« fhip.” After having received the letcer, I let him
know, in anfwer, * That I had myfelf, in the begin-
« ning, looked on this affair as a jeft; buc, finding he
« pufhed it too far, I had been obliged to regard it in
« another light; feeing I had never looked on the talk-
« ing in fuch a manner to be jefting. Neverthelefs,
« that, after the pofitive affurances that the Allegam-
“ ba gave me, that there was nothing ferious on his
¢ part
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MAy. ‘partof this affair, I ought to conlidet ic in the fatne
1722. « light; defiring him, in time to come, to make ufe of
VY other perfons, not of me, for his divetfion.”

- Aftér which, having opened the letter, I found in-
deed that it was from the faid TursorF, dated uraa,
20th of April, 1722. ‘And as the Mandarin and clerk,
who brought the letter, were {till in my chamber, when
I began to read it, I made my interpreter tranflave it
to them by word of mouth, in the MONGALL language,
to the end that they might communicate the contents
to the Allégamba, and know of him if he would grant
me a conference on the fubje@ of this affafr, or would
rather réceive from me a memorial thereupon.

"The 8th, the fame Mandarin came to my houfe, and
_apon my defiring to khow if ke had acquirved hinfelf
of the commiflion I gave him the ‘day before, to the
Allegamba, he anfivéred in the affirmative, and chat he
was ordered to bring me his-aifwer, ‘which was, * That
«'the Bogdoi-Chan would hear nothing for the fucure
«‘talked of 'any commerce of che rRussEs, in His empire,
« until all the diftarbances on ‘die fronciers were ‘en-
“ cirely "adjuﬁed-; and ‘s, for ‘this Teafbn, ‘there might
«continue a long fpace of time before any caravan
« fight ‘come again to PEX1N, the Bogdoi-Chan found
It
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« jc proper that the agent fhould return with the pre- 4, y.
« fent caravan; and when the commerce between the 1722.
« ewo empires fhould come to be renewed, he thould ™™
# likewife be permitted to securn to PEKIN.” Where-
wpon I made anfiwer to the Allegamba, « That the or-
« ders1 reeeived from the Czar, were, as he himfelf well
« knew, €0 remain at PEkiN till he (hould recal me;
« bue as I was'in no condition ¢e oppefe the orders of
# the Bogdoi-Chan, I was obliged to have patience,
«.and to sefolve to do what I had no power to avoid
« .doing; neverthelefs, that this was no anfwer to what
« ¥ defired to know from him, and that I waited for
« it ‘with impatience, as I did for a clear explanation
« upon this precipitate manner of breaking off all com-
« merce and correfpondence, between the two empires,
« without waiting for a refolution upon the affairs of
# the frontiers, and without any declaration of war, or
~ «.other previous mark of hoftility on either fide.” But
the Mandarin declined to charge himfelf with fuch a
meffage, he not thinking it proper for him to repeac
‘fuch terms as'it.was couched in to- the Allcgaxriba, fay-
ing, T mpft.cither feek an opportunicy to-tell him my-
felf, or demand a conference, for that purpofe, by my
‘interpreter.. | o

The
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may. The fame day, in the afternoon, I fent my inter-
1722. preter to the council, to acquaint the Allegamba, by

¥ “means of the Mandarins he might find there, that I

had, the fame day, received the orders of the Bogdoi-
Chan for my return to Russia; but I had received no
anfwer on his part, upon the affair which was the fub-
jeét I wanted to confer with him upon; for which rea-
* fon, if he could not fpare time to fpeak with me him-
{elf, he would, at leaft, let me know whether he would

receive a memorial, on that fubje&, from me or not.
The gth, another Mandarin came to me, and ac-
quainted me, that the Allegamba had been informed
of the fubje&, concerning which I had fent my inter-
preter to the council the day before; and, as he had
not a moment to {pare, to confer perfonally with me,
he had fent this fame Mandarin to me, to whom I
might explain myfelf on what I had to fay to him; as
the Allegamba had given him orders to make him a
faithful report of every thing which I fhould charge
him with. Upon which I told him, that I withed he
would inform the Allegamba thac I prayed him to give
me, under his hand, a precife anfwer to the points fol-

lowing, viz.

I «If the Bogd01 Chan was difpofed, before my
dcparturc,
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« departure, to receive and to anfwer the credentials p, v, -

« which I was charged with from his Czarith Majefty?

II. «If any fuitable fatisfattion was to be expeéted
« for the injuries done to his Czarifh Majefty’s fubjects
“ by the Tufh-du-Chan, or, at leaft, by his orders? |

III. “ What was the reafon that they would not
« grant a free paflage to the lecters, addrefled to the
« council and to me, which remained on the frontiers?

IV. ¢ In cafe the Bogdoi-Chan fhould perfift in the
< refolution of fending me home, what I fhould fay to
« the Czar, my mafter, regarding the perpetual peace
« between the two empires?

V. « Suppofing that, contrary to expe@ation, my
« departure might be deferred, I defired to know, if]
“ in conformity to the treaties of peace, the Bogdoi-
“ Chan would grant me poft-horfes for my journey, or
« whether I muft find them myfelf?”

The 10th, there came to me a Mandarin, from the
Allegamba, to inform me, ¢ That there was no likeli-
“ hood that the Bogdoi-Chan would alter his refolu-
“ tion with regard to my departure; that no perfon
“ had the boldnefs to fpeak again to his Majefty, after
“ he had once explained himfelf {fo pofitively on this
« affair. But that the Allegamba, in his turn, withed

Vou. I Oo “ to

1722.
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may.  vobéinformed why I demaaded fo precifely vo know
1721 « the motives of my being feat away; and why I iafi:
YV Nk fred fo firenucufly to have a cléar éxplanation of the
“ intentions of the Bogdoi-Chaa towards the Czar;
« that he did not know whether I durlt make fuch de-
= mands, in cafe the Bogdoi:Chan (hould be pleafed
“ to fpeak pexfonally to e, Without iny beihg afraid
% thac he would make complaints of it to the Czar my
~« mafter.” Upon which I recarned hirh s follows, viz.
« That it was abfolucely neceffary for me to be fully in-
« formed of what [ defiréd o know; that, without this
“ being cleared up, Icould not well refolve to depart,fee-
« 4ng it appeared evidently, that {ince the departure of
« M. de 1sMAYLOFF, the icourt had entirely changed
« its difpofition regarding the prefervation of the good
« under{tandifig' between the two ‘empires ; chat the Al-
« legamba himfelf could not be ignorant, how many of
«his Czarith Majefty’s fubjets hiad, immediately after
« the conclufion of the laft treaty of petce, deferted, and
+ ¢ome to fetcle on thielands in the dominions of the
« Bogdoi:Chan, without the Czat’s having thown any
« refentment to this time, ‘hotwithftanding the fame
- was‘direéll); contrary to the fenfe of the treaty; ‘that
w e Czar, ‘on this oecaﬁon far from forbidding -the
“ fubjects
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+ always permitced them, without interruption, to en- 1722.
# joy, in his dominions, an entire liberty, as well in re- MY
“ gard to trade as all other affairs which could con-
*.cern them, nos even excepting fome of thofe very
« deferters, who, having affairs to tranfaé at fome pla-
« ces in the Czar’s dominions, had been no lefs wel-
« come than the others, fubjeds of the Bogdoi-Chan;
. but now, 700 of the fubje@s of chiNa had paf;
 {fed the fi i, and would eftablith themfelves op
* the lands wejonging to RUssIA, that would forch-
« wich farbid all commerce, not recejve any more let-
““ ters, and in fine, at one ftroke, break off all com-
“ munication between the two empires; and that with-
* out even waiting the anfwer of the goyernor-general
-« of siBERIA to the letter wrote to him on the fubjc&,
« which was the only certain means of knowing whe-
« ther his Czarith Majefty intended to retain thefe
« people, or to make them return; that, to conclude,
« I prayed the Allegamba to confider, if ic was not
‘ much more eafy to accommodate, chis affair by treat-
« ing of it with more mildnefs, than to pufh it with an
« haughtinefs not to be born with *.”

® It is certain that the judgment of che late Emperor, cither from jealaofy, of the

Oo 2 - Where-
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May. Whereupon the. Mandarin: told me, he could not
1722. pofitively undertake for his daring to fay all this to the
mAJlegamba;- buc that, if a proper occafion offered, he
would not fail of doing it faithfully. He told me further;
on the part of that minifter, that the Mandarins, who
had been fent laft year, by command of the Bogdoi-
€han, to pafs the frontiers of RUss1a, Were returned, they-
not being permitted to proceed on their journey, before-
the governor-general of s1BER1A was made acquainted
with it; that the Allegamba might expr?To wait long
enough for an anfwer, as well upon this affair, as upon
all other affairs which regarded the intereft of the two
empires, fo long as they did noc allow of a free paf-
fage to the letters wrote, concerning them, to the court.
Ereceived no more in anfwer then.
In the mean time, 1 had'made 2 demand, fome time
ago, of the council; for a free paflage for the caravan
by the old road of kErLINDE, (which the former cara-

artifices of fome fecret enemies, was fo al- figns of his fucceffor. But the death of

tered, with regard to the russia-trade, 2
littde before his death, that there was. no o-
ther way of adjufting it, but the having re-
courfe to arms j which was fully refolved on,
on the part of russia, when the news of
the dcath of this monarch arrived there ;
which fufpended the execution of this de-
fign, uill they fhould fee clearly into the de-

PETER the Great entirely broke thefe mea-’
fures; fo that the affairs between russia
and ‘cHina are fhill, at this time, on the
fame terms’ they were on the departure of,
Mr. de LanGe from PExiIN; and, fince the
laft caravan. that kft rExin with bim, no
caravan hath been fent from siBeria to
PEKIN,

vans
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vans had been ufed to take,) to fave them the incon- 4 y.
veniencies attending the route by the deferts, where 1722.
the people and the cattle had much to endure for want ™ ¥
of water; and, for this purpofe, I fent my interpreter;.
with a clerk of the caravan, on the 14th, to the coun-
cil, to know if the Bogdoi-Chan had given his con-
fent, or not. But they told him for anfwer, * That:
« they expeéted to have been freed from their impdr-‘
“ tuning the council about their beggarly commerce,
* after they had been told fo o|ftcn, that. the council.

« would not embarrafs themfelves any more about af-
* fairs thac: were only beneficial to the RussEs; and"
* that, of courfe, they had only to return by the way
“ they came.™ |

The fame day, I fent to the houfe of the firft mini-
fter, to know if I could have the honour of feeing him.
But he excufed himfelf; faying, that, being far advan-
eed in years, he wanted to be at eafe.

Neverthelefs I did- not refrain going myfelf, the-
next day, which was the 15th, to his houfe; and, the
guard at the gate fuffering me to pafs without incer-
ruption, I encered direétly into the court-yard, and ac-
quainted him with my being there; by one of his fer-
vants; defiring he would afford me a quarter of an hour's

audi-
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may audience. But he fent me word, “ That he was not ag
1722. « leifure to fee me; and chat, as the affairs, aboug
YN« which I would fpeak to him, very probably only re-
“ garded the council of foreign affairs, he defired I
« would addrefs myfelf to them, I chereupon lec him
know, by the fame domeftick,  ‘That | was come to
“ {peak with him, as che firft minifter of the Bogdoi-
“ Chan; and if I had not had a very prefling occafion
* of applying to him, he might be fure I would have
« been very averfe to have come to give him trouble;
“ byt, that it concerned us equally, both him and my-
‘o felf, thac I fhould have the honour of feeing him;
« therefore [ was determined not to leave his houfe
« without fpeaking with him.” Upon chis fo precife a
declaration, the fame domeftick rerurned, a few mo-
ments after, and fhowed me into a grand faloon, well
epough furnithed after the cHINESE manner, where
the mafter of the houfhold of this minifter came to
prefent me tea and milk, till his mafter {hould come.
After I had waited about a quarter of an hour in this
- apartment, the Allegada at length came, and defired my
excufe, with a number of compliments, after the caI-
NESE manner, that he was not always able ro fee me
when I might requireit; becaufe his greac age, and mul-
) tipli-
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tiplicicy of affairs with which he was charged, did not x4y,
* permit him. ‘Wherzupon, we being both feated, I told 1722.
him, * Thar, if the affairs which I had to reprefent i

«_him, regarded only my own perfon I {hould not have
s« yentured o incommode him; but, as they segarded
, * our common mafters, and the prefervation of a good
* underftanding becween dhe two .cmph:cs; ;dr, to fay
> * all in ewo words, peace or war between the two na-
- = tionsy 1 chought it my ducy vo feck, before my de-
1, parwure, by every way poffible, an opportunity of
- # explaining myfelf thezeupon wich him; thac he kaew
- = that-the free paffape.of the carayans of siBER1A

£ wes nade, in fome degree, an effential point in all
* the greaties beoween the two empires; that he knew,
* moreover, that Mr. de ISMAYLOFF ‘had declar-
« ed, more than once, that his Czarifh Majefty could
« never allow that. chey {hould any more eavil on
¢ that ‘article ; that he further knew, that the free
« prade of the fubje&s of rUsSsI4A, at URG A, Was po-
« finvely ftipulated by the late treaty, in which they
« could not make the leaft alteration, without a mani-
+ feft violation of the faid treaty; that he knew in fine,
* that it was with the agreement of the Bogdoi-Chan,
* and by virtue-of a refolution of the council, in writ-
“ ing,
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May. “ing, that I remained at PEKIN, after the departure
1722. « of Mr. de ISMAYLOFF, in quality of agent, impower-
VYNV od by the court of russia, till fuch time as his Cza-
« rifh Majefty fhould be pleafed to recal me. Not-
« withftanding which, not regarding fuch folemn en-
« gagements, they had, in regard to this laft caravan,
« treated us fo ill, chat, if chey had been at open war
« with RUSSIA, they could not have dene worfe; that
« they had kept fthut up, during many months, the
« commiffary of the caravan, witch all his people, juft
« as if they had been flaves; that there was no kind
« of infulc to which they did not expofe thefe who
* had a defire to come and trade with our people,
« And yet more, they had caufed the russ fubjeéts
« to be fhamefully driven out of urca, who had
« come to trade there on the faich of publick treaties.
« And, as to what regards myfelf, they had made me
« {uffer more affronts, on all occafions that offered,
« than can be imagined ; in the end, not yet fatisfied
«« wich all thofe fteps, the prefident of the council had
« made it be declared to me pofitively, that there
* fhould not abfolutely, for the future, any caravan be
«« admitted, before the affair of the frontiers thould be
« regulated to the fatisfation of the Bogdoi-Chan;
“ and,
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- #and; at'the fameé time; caufed it to be fignified to y AY.

s me, that ] muft prepare to depart with the caravan, 1722.

* becaufe his Majefty would not fuffer me to remain™~” ¥
- % any longer ac his court, in the uncertainty that af-
« fairs ftood in between the two empires. That, if this
« order regarded me only as a private perfon, chere
« would be nothing in it which did not depend entirely
. % on the pléafurc of the Bogdoi-Chan; but having been
« once admicted by him to refide at his court, in qua-
« lity of agent of his Czarith Majefty, it was a maxim,
-« pradifed by all the civilized nations in the world, not
“ to fend away, in a manner fo indecent, a perfon vef-
« ted with a publick charaéter, unlefs entirely to break
“ off all good underftanding with his mafter. Thac if
. % they defired very ardently, as they afferted on all oc-
« cafions, the reftitution of the deferters in queftion,
« and an amicable convention in regard to the fron-
“ tiers, he would permit me to tell him, that, ic ap-
« peared to me, they took quite the wrong way to
¢ obtain them; and that the fending me away, fo far
¢ from facilicating thofe affairs, was moft certainly the
« greateft obftacle they could think of. ThatI thought
# it my ducy toremonftrace the foregoing matters at chis
« time, that they mighe ftill be remedied; becaufe, af-
_~Vou. IL. Pp ter
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MmAy. ™ ter my departure, I did not well fee how it would be
1722. ¢« poflible to get out of this embarraffment by amicable
¥ “means. The minifter thereupon anfwered me,  That
« it being already fo long a time fince the russes had
* given them the expeétation of regulating the affairs of

« the frontiers, conform to the tteaties concluded be-

« gween the two empires, without their taking the leaft

» thought of bringing things to a clofe, his Majefty had

“ come to a refolution not to admit any caravan be-

# fore he fhould be fully fatisfied, on the part of rus-

® s1a, of their adherence to treaties; and, as thereby

“ my refidence at his court became quite unmeceffary

% his Majefty faw nothing that fhould oblige him to

* keep me longer in his empire. ‘That, in regard to

« what paffed at urca, the Tufh-du-Chan had good

# reafons for removing our people from his refidence,

« who had committed greac infolencies, no ways con-

« form to treaties. ‘That, as to what regarded the ill

¢ ufage which I pretended the caravan had fuffered,

% he did not well know of what I fpoke; but, as to

% their being kept fthut up a longer time than ordina-

* 1y, it was our own fault, who would have made in-

» novations in the trade of the caravans. In fine, in one

@ word, that his Majefty was tired of recciving the law,

in
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sin his own country, from forcigners, of whom his , v,
« fubjes reaped na profic; and, that, if the cotrt of 1722.
« gussia delayed lenger doing him juftice, he fhould <™ ™

s be abliged to do it himfelf, by fuch ways as he fhould
« find moft convenient.” Upon which Ireplied, « That
s I was much fuxprifed to find the Bogdoi-Chan in a
« difpoficion fo lictle favourable towards his Czarith
« Majefty, after he had the goodnefs to teftify himfelf,
« on more than one occafion, to Mr. de 1SMAYLQFF,
« that he defired nothing moxe than always to live-in
« a good underflanding with the Czaxr, my mafter; and
« that I could: pot eenceive what caufed his change of
« fentiments o fuddenly, with regard to his Czarifh
« Majelty. 'That if the court of caina had reftityti-
“ ans to demand from us, we had the like to expe&
4 from them; and that, in any fhape, there was no rea-
« fon that could, in juftice, oblige us to reftore their
« deferters, fo long as they retained ours. That if the
« indulgence of the Czar, my mafter, in the affair of

“ aLBAZIN®, had raifed rafh hopes in any perfons, who -

* ArLsaziN was 3 ltde town of about the yaar 1715, the Eaflern mowngairs,
500 of 600 houfes, which the russes had  fupported by the cHiNEsE, befieged it, and,
Built in a very festile couatry, upan the fouth  having carried it aftes a fioge of swo years,
fide of the river AMOOR, near the mouth rafed it to the ground,

«f the ziver as3azin. But at the, end of : S

Pp2 o are
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may “areill informed of the forces of russia, and of the
1722. « monarch who reigns over them, I'was perfwaded, that
¥\« 2 monarch fo enlightened, as was the Bogdoi-Chan,
« would not fuffer himfelf to be blinded by fuch delu-

« {ive appearances; and that he knew full well how to

« diftinguith an indulgence, arifing from magnanimicy

« and efteem, for a prince his friend and ally, from a for-

« ced compliance, grounded on weaknefs and indolence,

« That as I had, in my inftru&ions, orders to apply my

« uemoft endeavours for the prefervation of ‘thé good

“ underftanding between the two empires, I thoughc I

“ might tell him, that I was exceedingly furprifed ac

“ the proceedings of the caiNEsE miniftry, on chis oc-

« cafion; that he could not be ignorant ehat it depend-

“ ed only on his Czarith Majefty to finifh cthe war wich

« sweEDEN, in the moft honourable manner; and chat

« perhaps this peace was a&tually made at the time I

« was {peaking to him; after which, I faw nothing that

« could prevent the Czar, my mafter, from turning his

« arms to this fide, in cafe they exercifed his patience

« oo much. That I gave him my word, that all the

« great difficulties, which perhaps might be imagined

“ in cHINA to attend fuch an enterprife, would vanifh

“ immediately, if ever his Czarith Majefty fhould re-

' folve
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« folve on tranfporting himfelf to the frontiers; for he
« was a Prince that did not fuffer himfelf to be hin-
« dered by difficulties; and that they might then have
« {ufficient caufe to repent their having defpifed the
« friendthip of a monarch who was not accuftomed to
“ receive offences wicth impunity, and who was inferior
“ to no monarch in the world, neicher in grandeur nor
« power.” 'This difcourfe was not at all to the Ale-

301
MAY.

1722,
Y\

gada’s tafte; therefore, after fome filence, he deman-

ded of me, ¢ If I was authorifed to talk to him in the
* manner I did? and if I was not apprehenlive of being
« difavowed by the court of russia, in cafe they fhould
“ make complaint upon the menaces I ufed to them?”
I chereupon replied to him, ¢ That, in the ftate to
¢ which I faw affairs were brought, I thought it necef-
* fary not to difguife any thing to him, to the end that
« the Bogdoi-Chan, faithfully informed by him, of all he
“ had to confider for and againft chis affair, might there-
* by be the better enabled to determine with himfelf,
# thereupon, in a manner fuitable to his great wifdom
“ and juftice. 'That neverthelefs it was wrong to take
“ what I had faid on chis occafion for menaces, fecing
“ they were only mere reflettions, which I was defirous

“ he fhould make on the unhappy confecquences which
. f‘ the

4
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aay, * the difdainful condutt they fhawed, im regard ¢b us,
1722. ¢ might in time preduce; and chac I weas fo licde ap-

Y \Yu prehenfive of being difavowed by the court of xvs-

“ s1a, that I was ready to give him in wricng every
« word I had faid to him; and that it would he the
« greaceft fervice he could render me, to fpeak out of
« hand concerning it to the Bogdoi-Chan, the more as
« Y was well affured, that, if they would give the leaft
“ attention ta the irregular manner in which they had
« alted in this affair, with a friendly and allted power,
« they would not fail of comprehending that my in-
% gentions were fincere, and only had for its aim the pre-
“ fervation of the harmany between the two empires.”
'The anfwer of the minifter to this was, « That it be-
« ing his Majefty’s cuftom never to take any refolution,
« without firft well weighing all circumftances, he ne-
« ver changed his meafures far any reafon whatlaever;
¢ and, after what he had declared pofitively, in pegard
“ to the caravan and my perfon, he had no inclimacion
# ¢o propofe to him a change of fentiment in this re-
« gard. ‘'That we had nothing to do bur ta make a
¢ beginning in complying with our engagements; af-
* cer which they would fee what they had to do as to
« the reft.” Upon which I concluded, by telling him,
: « That
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¢ That the cafe being fo, I faw plainly, chat it wasin p,y,
# vain, on our fide, to uf¢ more endeavours for preferw 1722,

“ ino the good underftanding between the two empires,
« as long as they would contribute nothing towards it
« on their fide; that cherefore the game muft go on,
« feeing the dice were thrown already. 'That however
I had, at leaft, the fatisfation of having done my
-« duty in advertifing him, 4s firft minifter of the Bog-

« doi-Chan, of the unhappy confequences which would -

« enfue from all this; and chat was the fole reafon
« which made me think it abfolutely neceflary, for me
* to give him the trouble of this vifit.” After which
I rofe up and took leave of him. On parting he re-
condu&ed me to the entrance of the faloon, where he
{tayed cill ¥ was mounted on horfeback.

The fame day I was likewife to take leave of the
Poyamba, or great marfhal of the court; and, after
having returned him chanks, which were truly due to
him, for all the goodnefs which he had fhowed to me
ever fince che firft moment I had che honour of being
known to him. I profited myfelf of the prefent op-
portunicy, to reprefent fuccinétly to him the fame
things which I had reprefented to the Alegada. He
thereupon affured me, « That he was forry to fee that

' “ the
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may © the fuccefs of my negotiations did not anfwer my
1722. « withes. Thac it was true, that the Bogdoi Chan was
Y\ very much piqued that he faw there was no end
« made to the affair of the deferters; and that he had
s« certain advice, that our court had no defire to facis-
« fy him on this article; and that we only fought to
« protra&t time: that it was on thefe confiderations
« that he had been prevailed on, by the miniftry, to
« order my return. 'That, for his part, he was afto-
« nifhed to fee that our court could hefitate a momenc
« to facrifice fome hundreds of families, who were in
« the utmoft poverty, to the folid advantages which we
« might promife ourfelves, from the friendthip which
« the Bogdoi-Chan had conceived for the perfon of the
¢ Czar my mafter; and he made no manner of doubt,
« but that, if the Czar had been well informed of the
o juﬁiéc of the pretenfions of the court of cHiNa, and
« the lictle importance of that affair, he would inftantly
« have given orders for reftoring the families reclaim-
« ed.” I would have had him confider the diftance of
the places, and that it was in a manner impoffible that
an anfwer could have arrived from sT. PETERSBURG, on
this affair, fince the departure of Mr. de 1sMayLOFF.
But he ftopped my mouth by telling me, * That he
' “« could
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« could not fay precifely what the diftance was, but he vy,
« knew very well, that, on other occafions, our couri- 1722.

“ ers had made the journey in much lefs time.
< he advifed me to do my beft in chis affair, when I
<« fhould arrive on the frontiers; and that he could af-
« fure me, that when the Bogdoi-Chan was made eafy
«.on this point, he would explain himfelf very reafon-
« ably on all the reft of what we fhould with to have
« done; that however, as to myfelf, I had caufe to
« be well fatisfied with the fentiments the court enter-
-« tained of me; and that his Majefty had himfelf de-

« clared, that, in cafe affairs fhould come to be accom-

« modated, he would not be forry to fee me return to
% PEKIN.”

The 16th, ¥ went to pay my court to the Bogdoi-
Chan, upon his departure from pPEKIN to pafs the fum-
mer at JEGcHOLL, but had not the honour of fpeak-
ing to him at chis time; his Majefty lecting me know,

by the mafter of the ceremonies, « That he recom- -

« mended the fame thing to me which he had charged
4 Mr. de 1sMaYLOFF with, to tell his Czarith Majefty*.

® When Mr. de 1smayrorr had his main at rxx1n, in quality of agent of the
audience of leave of the late Emperor of court of R ussia, expecting that Mr. de
C H1N A, this monarch declared exprefsly, 1sMavLorr would, on his return, pre-
that he would permit Mr. de LANGE to re-  vail with his Czarith Majelty to fend back

Vou. IL Q_q “ That,
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may. © That, for the reft, he withed me a good journey;
1722. “ and expe&ed that I would not fail to write from the

Y \Y« frontiers, in cafe I fhould there be informed of any

% news from EUROPE.”

A little before I received. thc meflage from his Ma-
jefty I had an interview with the Allegamba, who, af-
ter an infinite deal of carefling and flatcery, begged of
me to labour, as much as poflible, to forward the re-
turning their deferters; at the fame time adding, « That
“ the Bogdoi-Chan had great reliance on me i regard
« to this affair; in expeftadon, that, according to all
« appearances, I would not be backward to return foon
“ to CHINA, cither on the fubjet in queftion, or on
« the fubje&t of commerce.” I affured him thereupon,
« That his Czarith Majefty, having fubjeéts in abun-
« dance, had at no time the leaft temptation to keep
« the vaffals of neighbouring powers unjuftly.” AndI
promifed, at the fame time, ta write to him, if, ac my
arrival on the frontiers, I fhould learn that any refolu-
tion was taken on this affair. Afterwards I demanded

the deferted families in queftion ; but, in But Mr. de 1smaYvLOFF, on his arrival at
cafe that fhould not be effected inftantly, he mosco, found the court fo bufily employed
would not only fend away the faid agent, about the expedition to PER S 14, that he
but would reccive no more caravans, tll found no opportunity of getsing a final refo-
he fhould be entirely fatisfied on this asticle.  lution on this affair.

of
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of him, “ For what reafon they refufed conveyance of
“ the letters which were on the fronders.” At the
fame time I led him to imagine fome appearance that
thofe letters bore fomething relating to their affair.
Whereupon he anfwered me, « That, if it was poflible
“ to believe it to be fo," he would not make the leaft
« difficulty of inftantly ordering the letters to be
« brought hither; but thac, if they concained orders
“ for the rendering back their deferters, they would
“ not have failed to communicate the fame to the
“ Mandarin, who kept hxmfclf at SELINGINSKY purcly
“ on that affair.

At length, not feeing any appearance of being able
to prolong my ftay at PEKIN till'the recal of his Czarith
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Majefty, I prefled the commiffary to negleét nothing

that mighe facilicace his deparcure as foon as poffible;
and thereupon he difpatched beforehand,

On the 25th, a part of his baggage for xRAsNa-
GORA, which is a'place, a day’s journey without the
Great Wall, appointed for the rendezvous of all the
caravan. On this occafion they did not give a guard
of cHINESE foldiers to the caravan, as had been
formerly practifed ; buc they had ordered all the
towns, where they fhould ftop, to give them guards;

Qq 2 befides
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yung. befides which, there was a Bonska, or courier of the
1722. council of the affairs of the moNcaLLs, ordered to at-
¥ tend the baggage, who was not to leave them without
a new order. :
J] UN E

'The 6th, a Mandarin, named- Tvt rsgIN, fet me
know, that, having recetved orders from the Bogdoi-Chan
to accompany me to SELINGINSKY, and to furnifh pro-
vifions and poft-horfés on the road, he would be glad
to be informed when I thought I fheuld be ready to
depare; that he might take his meafures accordingly,
and difpatch in good time the couriers neceflary for
the deferts, to make the requifite dxfpoﬁuons for my
pafiage. ’

The 8th, the commxﬁéry went to the council, to
demand a guard for the caravari; but they granted
none; acquainting him, at the fame time, that the
Mandarin TULISHIN was alfo charged with the care of
the caravan; and that, as he would be obliged frequent-
ly to leave the route of the caravan, fox providing vic-
tuals and horfes which I fhould have occafion for on
my journey, he was to have with him'a clerk and two
couriers, under his.command, who were ot to leave the

 caravan
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caravan before they fhould fafely arrive at sELIN- [yng,
GINSKY. ' ' - 722,

The fame day, 36 camages were difpatched, laden
with merchandife, for the place of rendezvous, with-
out-any other efcort than fome of our own people, and
a courier of the council.

The 16th, the Allegamba mvucd me to come to
~ him at the palace of the Bogdoi-Chan; and, when I ar-
rived, he prefented me with two. pieces of damask, ‘on
the part of the Chan; telling me, « That his Ma-
« jefty having r ‘uvcd prefents from me, on. the en-
« trance of the new year, he was pleafed, in his turn;
« to make me a prefent of thefe two pieces of da-
« mask.” I received this prefent with all due refpe;
affuring this minifter, that I fhould eternally cherifh
the remembrance of all the gracious favours which the
Bogdoi-Chan had deigned to honour me with, during
my refidence in his empire ; and that, in whatever place
I fhould be, in time to.come, I would never fail of
making it a fubjec of particular glory to me..

JULY

‘The 4th, the Allegamba fent a Mandarin to me;, to-
fhow me a letter, which he had very lately received from
the Mandarin who refided at SELINGINSKY, in which he

made:

A
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jury. made heavy complaints of the chicaneries that he was
1722. forced to bear with, during his refidence in chat place,
Y45 well from the officers of his Czarith Majefty as the
| other inhabicants of that city; adding, « That every
« body demanded of him perpetually, the reafon why
“ he tarried there fo long, and if he did not intend
* foon to return home. ‘That thereupon having de-
« manded of them, if they had come to any refolution
* on the affair which was the caufe of his being there,
«.they had anfwered him, that they had no other or-
« ders but to conduét him back, wir€all civilicy, wher
“* he fhould think proper to return.” He related be-
fides in this letter, ¢« That the allowance they gave
« him, for the fubfiftence of himfelf and recinue, was
« {o very fcanty, thar, if he had not had of his own
“ money wherewithal to fupply himfelf, he fhould
* have been reduced to great extremities. ‘They
« had, befides, preffed him very hard on the fubje&t of
« the letters, for the council and for me, that were ar-
« rived on the frontiers; and they would, by force,
“ know of him the reafon why he refufed to receive
« the letters, and to forward them to PERIN; but that
* he had always anfwered them, that, his fole errand to
** SELINGINSKY being on the affair of the deferters, he
“ could
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« could not charge himfelf, either with letters, or any ;ypy,
« other affair whatfoever.” = After the Mandarin had 1722.
explained to me the contents of this letter, he told Y
me, that the Allcgamba demanded to know of me,

« Whether it was poflible thac all this could be done

“ by order of his Czarith Majefty.” I lec him know;

in anfwer, « That if he had formed idcas of the per-

“ fon of the Czar, my malfter, by thofe paflages, he

« would do well entirely to efface them; for that, as

“« his Czarifh Majefty was more magnanimous than to

« treat, in the manner there laid down, even prifoners

« of war in his dominions, he would certainly not be-

« gin fo bad a practice with the fubje&ts of an em-

« pire in.amicy with him, who came into his coun-

« try.” Iadded, that notwichftanding I had reafon to
complain of things of more confequence than this
Mandarin, I was neverthelefs fo far from approving the

want of complaifance ufed towards him, that, if the
Allegamba thought fic to give me a copy of that let-

ter, I was ready to take charge of it, and to make it

my bufinefs that the Czar, my matfter, fhould be ac-
quainted with it. But with regard to the orders, which

this Mandarin hinted he was charged with, not to re-

ceive any letters, though even for the council itfelf,

before
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jury. before he fhould reccive the deferters in queftion, I
1722. could not help obferving that fuch a procedure befpoke
Y™ much coolnefs on their fide.

The 8th, the Allegamba fent to me, in the evening,
a Mandarin, who told me, after making me a compli-
ment from him, that he would be, the next day, at che
council; and that, if I had time to come there like-
wife, he would explain the reafons which determined
the court to refolve on my return; and that he would
give me the fame in writing. Upon which I told him,
I thould come there with great pleafure, thac I mxghc
bc informed of them.

"The gth, having notice that the Allegamba was al:
ready arrived at the council, I forthwith mounted on
horfeback to go there alfo. He came in perfon to receive
me at the door, and defired me to place myfelf ac a liccle
table with him. Afcer which he gave me to under-
ftand, « That it were to be withed that my refidence
« at that court might continue longer, as the Bogdoi-
« Chan himfelf, and all the miniftry in general, were fo
« well facisfied with the conduét I had obferved dur-
“ ing my refidence; that they had nothing to fay a-
« gainft my perfon ; that they had remarked, wich
¢ much fatisfaction, that, by the good order I had kept,

“ the
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“ the prefent caravan had begun and finithed its com- jyy vy,
“ merce, without producing the leaft difpute between 1722.
“ the merchants of the two nations*. It had alfo Y
« formerly been too ufual to fee the fervants and peo-
“ ple of the caravan do numberlefs infolencies in the
“ ftreets, and commit all forts of excefles; but that,
“ for this time, they could not without furprife ob-
“ ferve that nothing of this fort had appeared; but
“ that every thing pafled with all defirable decencyt”.

After I had paid this compliment by another, I told
him, « That it was with intention of maintaining the
« like good order, that his Czarith Majefty fent me to
« cHINA; and that it would be owing to themfelves, if
“ things, for the future, fhould not be carried on in

* The cHinese ufually bought, from the
caravan, goods on credit, for which, @ the
time when due, they could not pay; which
occafioned very frequent difputes between
the two nations ; to remedy this, the court
of pxxin"had been accuftomed to put into
the hands of ‘the commiffary, at his depar-
ture, all thofe who could not pay what they
were indebted to the caravan, in order that
he might -compel them to pay as they beft
could; in which cafes the commiffaries had
frequently committed great abufes, and
treated the poor cHiNEsE, whom they had
in their cuftody, in the moft barbarous man-
ner; which very much difgufted the people
of rex1N, and rendered them very averfe to

Vor. IL

Rr

trading with the RUSSIAN caravans.

+ The exceflfes committed, by thofe of the
caravan, had been but too frequent till this
time; and the commiffaries, in place of re-
drefling thofe diforders, had been very often
themfelves the authors of them, without
giving themfelves the trouble of making the
leaft fatisfaction for them to the cuiNEsE,
notwithftanding the great complaints to the
RUSSIAN minifters thereupon on many oc-
cafions. In all appearance, what contributed
principally to the good order obferved by
the russ-fervants of this caravan, was their
not getting brandy, at free coft, as they did
when the cHiNE sk furnifhed the fubfiftence
for the caravan,

“ the
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Jury, “ the fame order; and if any other petty incidents did
1722. % not come to an accommodation with the like eafe.”
Y\ After which, I prayed him to let me know the true
fource of the diforders which happened, at urG:a, be-
tween the fubjeéts of the Czar, my mafter, and.che
MONGALLs; and “ wherefore they obliged the russLA~
« merchants to leave that place before they had finifh-
« ed their trade.” He anfirered me thereupon, “That
« jt was done by orders of the Tufh-du-Chan and his
“ council, as fupreme judges in their country.” Up-
on which I demanded of him, “ Whether the Tufh-
“ du-Chan was a fovereign prince of the MONGALLS,
« or a fubject of the Emperor of cina?” He replied,
« That, in truth, the Chan was a vaffal of the Bogdoi-
« Chan’s; but that did not hinder his being mafter in
« his own country*.” I then prayed him to tell me,
« Whether the Tufh-du-Chan was obliged to conform
« himfelf to the engagement ftipulated by treaty, be-

“ tween the two empires,

* Though the Chan of the Weftern
MoNGaLLs is tributary to the cHiNESE,
they have neverthelefs a great regard for
him at the court of cHiNA; the more, as
he is a very powerful prince, and, that in
cafe of a revolt in cHiNa, it is from him
that the prefent imperial houfe is to expe&
the greatelt alliltance; his fubje@s being be-

to the end, that I mighe

yond comparifon much better foldiers tharr
the MoNGALL cHiNasE, infomuch, that, if
he thould be difobliged, and fhould join him-
felf to the kaLmucCks, or to the RUSSES,
nothing could prevent his entrance into ch1-
¥A when he pleafed, and probably bring a-
bout another revolution,

« know
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“ know sf we ought to addrefs the court at PEKIN, on |y y,
*the fubje@ of fatisfattion we had to demand on that 1722.
« affair? or were to take it of the Tufh-du-Chan? as"~" ¥ ™~

“ it was not to be expeéted that affair would be let
« pafs without an exa& inquiry. 'That, for my part,
« I thought the beft means of terminating that affair
« amicably, was, that they fhould order the Mandarin,
“ who was to accompany me on the journey, to go
« with me to URGA, in our way to SELINGINSKY; to
“ the end, that, after having full information of this
« affair, I might be able to fend a circumftantial ac-
<« count of it to our miniftry.” But he anfwered me
thereupon in thefe terms, «“ Wich us no judge who
« hath given a juft fentence can be made refponfible
« for his judgement, was he no more than a mere
« clerk. Your people who were at urca have affront-
“ ed the lamas, as well by words as deeds; and they
< have, moreover, attempted to carry off fome MoN-
“ gaLL families from thofe quarters; it is for this reafon
« chat the Tufh-du Chan was in the right to remove
« them from his territories.” I anfwered him there-
upon, * That this judge ought, moft certainly, to ren-
“ der account of his judgment, becaufe he had judged

« people who were no manner of way under his jurif-
Rr2 « diction;
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*jury. * di@ion; but he would have a&ted with juftice if, af-
1722. « ter having fent the culpable to sELINGINSKY, he had
M“ profecuted for fatisfaction at that place. Whereas,
« now that he hath punifhed the innocent equally with
« the guilty, and hath infringed the treaty of peace in
« fo effential an article, his judgment cannot be re-
« garded but as a manifeft at of violence.” The Al-
“ legamba, finding me infift fo ftrenuoufly for an inqui-
“ 1y into this affair, {miling, told me, « Mr. Agent
« you do well to make fo much work about this affair,
“ but I do not know how to explain myfelf more pre-
« cifely upon it at prefent; all that I can fay to you is,
« that all of it will be eafily accommodated when we
« fhall receive a fatisfattory anfwer upon the affair of
“ our deferters.” After which he prefented me a writ-
ing, which he faid had been drawn up by order of the
Bogdoi-Chan, to ferve for my information regarding the
reafons of my being fent away. Upon which we again
entered into difpute together; but as thefe gentlemen,
on thefe occafions,hold themfelves ftri¢tly tied down to a
fingle word, whether effential to the affair they are upon
or not, it was impoflible for me to draw from him any
other anfwer, than that they had not defigned to grant
my remaining at PEKIN longer than the time of the

« prefent
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prefent caravan; and, that when the affair of the fron-
tiers fhould be accommodated, they would not be want-
ing to give a definitive refolution, as well upon - this
article, as upon the other propofitions which Mr. de
I1sMAYLOFF had made to the court. He afterwards
prefented to me a letter, faying it was wrote by order
of the Bogdoi-Chan, to Prince cHERKASKY, governor
general of siBEr1a*; but I having refufed to receive the
faid letter, 1t difpleafed him a lictle and made him fay,

317
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« That it was hardly civil in me to refufe a letter,

« which the Emperor, his mafter, had ordered to be
« written, and to be put into my hands.” I anfwered
thereupon, « That I would not chufe to do what I did
« on this occafion, if the letters which the faid Prince
“ CHERKASKY, in quality of governor general of siBE-
« r1a, had wrote to the council, were not likewife wric-
“ ten by the order of the Czar, my mafter. That he
«“ could give this letter to the Mandarin, who was to
“ accompany me to SELINGINSKY, with orders to re-
« ceive the letters for the court which were lying there;
“ and, that being done, I'fhould not then make the leaft
« difficulcy to receive the faid lecter.” He declared to

* The Prince cHERKASKY, governor his own follicitations; and they afterwards
general of siBERria, was recalled by the fent thither a perfon in quality of vice go-
court of RUSSIA, in the year 1722, upon  vernor, who remains there ftill,

mc
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me afterwards, that it was the pleafure of the Bogdoi-
Chan that I fhould take jEGcHOLL in my way, to have
my audience of leave of his Majefty. And again re-
fuming the article of the letter from the court for the
Prince cHERK AsKY, he told me, « That what I had
“ done on this occafion was not altogether fo right;
« feeing it was not allowed to any perfon, when in cHi-
“ Na, to oppofe themfelves to the will of the Empe-
« yor.” Upon which I anfwered him, « That I was per-
« fuaded his Majefty would puc a different conftrudi-
« on on this affair, fromt what he did.” But that I with-
ed, in my turn, to know from him, “ Upon what he
“ grounded his fufpicions, when he refufed us, the laft
“ {pring, the paflage to the deferts for fome of our
« people, whom we would have fent with money to
« provide fubfiftence for our horfes; and, that under
« the pretext, that by fuch expeditions fecret corref-
« pondence might be carried on, which might produce
« mifunderftandings between the two empires.” There-
upon he faid, ¢ That in realicy he had no fuch fufpi-
“_cions; but that he would willingly prevent the difor-
“_ders, which might have happened on the journey of
“ thefe people; feeing, that if they had been robbed,
“ or affaflinated on the road, we would not have fail-

“ ed
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¢ ed to demand fadsfaction from the court.” There-
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upon I put him in mind, “ That he was now broughe 1722.

“ o explain himfelf; that it. was not to hinder fecret
« correfpondence that he refufed us paflage, and that
% he might very well have fpared himfelf thac ufelefs
“ precaution, as to what regarded us; which had cauf-
“ ed us an expence of fome thoufands of laen, for not:
« being able to put our horfes into ftables, to which
« purpofe the money we wanted to fend to the deferts
« was appropriated; and had occafioned the death of a
u great many horfes; and even thofe that furvived were
« in fuch a miferable condition that they were by no
« means capable of ferving in the waggons; which o-
“ bliged our commiffary to tranfport the greateft parc
« of his baggage to sELINGINSKY by carriages hired ac
« PEKIN, Which could not be done but at a very confi-
“ derable charge.” This anfwer made him a licde
thoughtful; but at length he replied to me, « That
“ he did not fay fo, but, be it fo or not, we muft now
« part good friends; to which end he prayed me to
“ have no ill-will cowards him upon account of the li-
“ berty he had taken to trifle and jeft with me on the
« fubject of the letter from TursOFF; that he could
« aflure me he had no ill intention on that occafion;

¢ and

VY
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JULY. « and hoped that I would be fatisfied with this expla-
1722. % pation, and not think otherwife of thac affair, in

" Y\Y« time to come, than as a piece of innocent raillery.”
To which I anfwered him, “ That, as to what regarded

« myfelf in particular, he might depend that I fhould

« abfolutely think no more of it; but, for the reft, I

« could not do in it according to my own pleafure.”
Whereupon he asked me, if, at my return to RUSsIA,

I fhould be obliged to give a relation, in writing, to

our miniftry, of every thing that paffed, during my re-
fidence in cHINA, in régard to my negociations; and,
having anfwered him yes, he faid to me, that, in this

cafe, I would do well not to infert a number of trifling
things, which could anfwer no good end, but might
embroil matters more; for that it was much better

that a good underftanding between the two empires
fhould continue, than that differences between them
fhould be widened. I replyed thereupon, that, not
having been fent to the court of PEKIN as an inftru-

ment for creating mifunderftandings, I would make it

my bufinefs, in my relation, not to touch upon any
things but fuch as it was neceflary for our court to be
informed of. After which we both rofe up, and hav-

ing
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ing mutually embraced, we took leave of each other,
reciprocally wifhing to meet again foon.
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The 12th, the commiffary having left pEKIN, wich™ Y

all the reft of the caravan, I likewife departed for jEc-
CHOLL, where I arrived on the 1 5th; and having forth-
with made known my arrival to the chamberlain of

the Chan, he let me know he would inftantly inform =

his Majefty; and, all he fhould receive his orders for
appointing the day of my audience, the intendant of
his Majefty’s kitchen would take care that my table
fhould be furnifhed with every thing I mighc have oc-
cafion fer. |

The 17th, I had my audience of leave of the Bog-
doi-Chan, with the ceremonies ufual at this court.

The 18tb, Ileft jeccHoL L, and met the caravan

the 24th; which being ftill within the Greac Wall, I
pafled ic, the 26¢h, with the caravan, which I left, on
the 28th, near krRASNA-GORA in the deferts. And, on
the 26¢h of Auguft, 1722, Iarrived at SELINGINSKY,
after having refided near 17 months at the court of
CHINA,

Vor. IL Ss A SUC-





