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IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES, -

tomed to the barbareus and ridiculous manners

of Europe.

Lzt us for a while. fix our atention upon a
people, who have been Judged of fo differently
by the Europeans. . L€t us compare the accounts
given of them by their Panegyrifts, with thofe
which have been tranfmitted tq us by their calum-
-plators; and we may poflibly derive from this
eontraft, fome light that may terid to cenciliate
thefe contradiGory opinions. The hiftery of a
nation fo well governed, fay the partifans of
China, is the hiftory of mankind : the reft of the
world refembles the chaos of matter before it was
" ‘wrought into form. After a long feries of de-
wvaftation, faciety has at length rifen to order and
harmony. . States and nations are produced from

. each other, like individuals, with this difference,

that in families nature brings about the death of
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- fome, and provides for the birth of others, ina -

conftant and regular fucceflion: but in ftates,
this rule is violated and deftroyed by the diforders

. . of fociety, where it fometimes happens that an-

tient monarchies ftifle rifing republics in -their
births, and that a rude and favage people, rufhing

-

like a torrent, {weep away multitudes of ftass,

. .which are difunited and broken in pieces.
Cuina alone has been exempted from this fa-
tality.. This empire, bounded on the north by
Ruffian Tartary, on the fouth by India, on the
weft by Thibet, and on the eaft by the ocean,
comprehends almoft all the eaftern extremity of
the continent of Afia. It 'is eighteen hundred
lcagues in circumference; and is faid to have

| I E laftcd
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BOOK lafted through a fu«.cefﬁvc feries of four thoufan&
0.-.,-1) years: nor is this antnquuy in the Ieaﬁ to b‘é
wondered at. The narrow bounds of our hiftory;
and the fmall extent of our kingdoms, which rife
" and fall in a quick fucccfion, are the confcqucncé
of wars, fuperttition, and " the infdvourable ciry
cumftances of our -fituation. But ‘the Chinefe,
‘who are encompaffed and defended on ‘all fides by
feas and deferts, like the ancient Egyptians, may
have given a lafting " ftability to ‘their empire.
As foon" as their coafts and- the inland parts of -
their territories have been peopled and cultivated,
this happy nation ‘muft of courfe have beén"thé
center of attration’to all the furrounding p&bpﬂe;
and the wandeting or' ¢antoned tribes muft neceft
farily have graduaﬂy attached themfelves to' 4
' body of ‘men; ‘'whd fpeak “lefs frequently of the
- conquefts they” have matle; than of the attacks
they have fuffered; ‘and -are" happle? in the
thought™ of ‘having ' civilized ' their conquerors, -
than they’ could have becn in that of havmg de<
' ftroyed their invaders, : SRR ARRE
" Ina country where a cwnllzed government has
been fo antiently eftablifhed, we may every wheré
'cxpc& to find ftrong veftiges of ‘the- continued
excerrions of ‘induftry. 'It’s ‘roads have been le-
velled with the’exaéteft care; 'and, in general,
have no greater declivity than is ncccﬁ'ary to fa-
cilitate the¢ watering of the land, which ‘the
Chinefe 'confider, ‘with reafon, as one of the
greateft helps in agriculture. There are but few,
even of the moft ufcful trees, becaufe their fruits
would rob the corn of it’s nourithment. We can-
Fanm e b e s e e ca e g ver .o not
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ot therefore cxpc& to meet here with thofe gar« Boo L.
dens full of flowers, verdant lawns, o groves, and \-—v--‘

fountains, the fight of which is calculated to exy
‘hilarate the idle fpectator, whilé they feem con-

. cealed and removed from the public eye, as if thg

owners were afraid of fhewing how much thei'{
amufements had éncroached upon the {oil thag
ought to be cultivated for the fupport of life.
The land is not overcharged with.thofe parks of
extenfive forefts, which are not near fo fcrvxccablg

to mankind by the wood they furnifh, as preju-.
- dicial by preventing agriculture;; and whllc thcy

contribute to the pleafure of the great by the
beafts that range in them, prove a real misfortung
to the hufbandman. In China, the beduty of a

country-feat confifts in it’s being happlly fituated,

furrounded with an agreeable variety of cultivated
ﬁclds, and interfperfed with trees planted irregu-

Jarly, and with fome heaps of a porous ftone, which

at a diftapce have the appcarance of rocks or
moumams. . -

' Tue hills are generally cut into terraces, fup-
ported by dry walls. Here there are refervoirs,
conftrutted with- mgcnulty, for the reception of
rain.and fpring water, [t is not uncommon to
fee the bottom, fammit and declivity of a hill

watered by the fame canal, by means of a number .-

of engines of a fimple conftruion, which fave

manual labour, and perform with two men, what

could not be done with a thoufand any where elfe.

Thefe heights commonly yield three crops in a
year. They are firft fow’n with a kind of radifh,

: i:lhxch produccs an oxl, then thh cotton, and"

’o . after
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» 910 K after that with potatees. This is the cemmon
ﬂ-—w method of culture; but the rule is not wnthou:

exception. .
Uron moft of the mountains which are mcapa-

-‘ble of being cultivated for the fubfiftence of man,

proper trees are planted for building houfes or

) - hips. Many ‘of thefe mountains contain iron,
" tin, and eopper miines, fuﬂielent to fupply the

empire. The gold mines have been negle@ed,
‘cither becaufe thclr produce did not dcfray the
expence of working them, or becaufe the gold
duft,  wathed down by the torrents, was found
fufﬁcrent for the purpofes of exchange.

Tue fandy plains, faved from the ravages of
the ocean (which changes it’s bed as rivers do
their courfe, in a fpace of time fo exattly propor-
tioned to- the difference in the mafs of water, that '
a fmall encroachment of the fea eaufes a thoufand
revolutions on the furface of the globe), form, at
this day, the provinces of Nankin and Tchekiang,
which are the fineft in the empire. As the Egyp-
tians checked the courfe of the N:le, the Chinefe
have repulfed, reftrained, and given laws to the
ocean. They have re-united to the continent,
tracts of land which had been disjoined. by this
element, To the ation of the univerfe the
Chinefe oppofe the labours of induftry; and while
nations, the moft celebrated in hiftory, have,
by the rage of conqueft, increafed.the ravages -
which time is perpetually making upon this
globe, they exert fuch efforts to retard the pro-
grcfs of univerfal devaftation, as might appear

f\.lpc.:rnatt,lm,lq
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fupernatural, if they were not continual and evi-
dent..

“To the improvements of 1and, th;s nation adds

if we may be allowed the expreffion, the im- -

provement of the water. ‘L'he rivers, which com-
municate with each other by canals, and run
under the walls of moft of the towns, Prefent us
with the profpe&t of floating cities, compofed of
an infinite pumber of boats filled ‘with people,
who live conﬁanly upon the water, and whofe-fole
employment is fithing. The fea itfelf is covered
with numberle(s vefiels, whofe mafts, at a diftance,

appear like moving forefts. Anfon mentions it.

as a reproach to the fithermen belonging to thefe
boats, that they did not give themfelves 2 mo-
_ ment’s intermiffion from their work to look at his
fhip, which was the largeft that had ever anchor-
ed in thofe latitudes. _But this inattention to an
objeét, which appeared to a Chinefe failor of ne
ufe, though it was in the way of his profeffion,
is, pcrhaps, a proof of the happinefs of a people,
who prefer bufinefs to matters of mere curiofity.
T'uemode of cultivation is by no means uniform
throughout this empire, but varies according to
the nature of the foil and the difference of the
climate. In the low countries towards the fouth
rice is fow’n, which being always under water,
grows to a great fize, and yields two crops in a
year. In the inland parts-of the country, where
-the fituation is lofty and dry, the foil produces a
fpecies of rice, which is neither fo large, fo well-

tafted, or fo nourifhing as the former, and makes -

the hulbandman but, one returm in the year for his
' . _ < labour.

LS |
noos
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B 0 OK labour. In the northern parts, the fame kinds of
s-w-—' ‘grain are cultivated as in Europe: they grow in

as great plenty, and are of as good a quality as in
any of our moft ferule countries. From one end

of China to the other, there are large quantities -

of vegerables, particularly in the fouth, where,
together with fifh, they fupply the place of meat,
which is the general food of the other provinces.
But the improvement of lands is univerfally un-
derftood and attended to.  All the different Kinds
of manure are carefully preferved, and {kalfully
dnf’cnbuted to the beft advantagc and that which
arifes from fertile lands, is applied to make them
flill more fertile, This grand fyftem of nature,
which is fu&amed by dc{h'uéhon and re-produc-

tion, is better underltpod and attended to in -~

China than in any other country m the world.
THE firlt caufe of the rural cecopomy of ‘the

Chinefe, is that charalter of induftry by which

thefe people are partlcularly diftinguithed, who
ain théir hature requnrc a lefs fhare of repofe.
Every day in, the year is devoted to labour, ex-
cept the firft, which is employed in paying and
receiving vifits among relations; and the laft,
which is facred to the memory of their anceftors,
The firft is a focial duty, the latter a part of do-
reltic worfhip. * In this- natiop of fages, what-
ever unites and civilizes mankind is religion: and
religion itfelf is nothing more than the prafice
of.the focial virtues. They are a fober and ra-

" tional people, who want nothing more than the

controul of civil laws to make them juft: their
prlvate worﬂnp conﬁﬁs in the love of their pa-
rentsy
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. rents, whether living or dead; and their public B ° OK:*
worfhip, in the love of labour; and that kind of ‘——v—'
labour which is holden in the moft facred venera-
tion is agnculturc ‘
THE generofity of two of their emperors is
much revered, who, preferring the interefts of the
ftate to thofe of their family, kept their own chil-
dren from the throne to make room for men
taken from the plough. The Chinefe alfo revere
the memory of thofe hufbandmen, who fowed the
feeds of the happinefs and ftability of the empire
in the fertile bofom of the earth; that inex-
hauftible fource of whatever conduces to the
nourifhment, and confequently to the increafe of
mankind. ’ e C
In imitation of thefe royal hufbandmen, the
emperors of China become hufbandmen officially.
It is one of their public funtions to break upthe
ground in the fpring: and the parade and mag-
nificence that accompamcs this ceremony, draws
together all the farmers in the neighbourhood of
the capital. They flock in crowds to fee their
. prince perform this folemnity in honour of the
firft 'of all the arts. - It is not, as in the fables of
Greece, a god who tends thé flocks of a king;
it is the father of his people, who, holding the
plough with his own hands, fhews his children
what are the true riches of the ftate. In a litle
time he repairs again to the field he has ploughed
himfelf, to fow the feed that is moft proper for the
ground The example of the prince is followed
n a]l the provmccs ; and at the fame feafons, the
viceroys -

v

-
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, B 0O K viceroys repeat the fame ceremonies in the pre-
" wm=w fence of a numerous corcourfe of hufbandmen.
The Europeans, who have been prefeat at this
folemnity at Canton, never {peak of it without
emption; and make us regret that this feftival,
the political aim of which is the encouragement
of labour, is not eftablithed in ofir climate, in-
ftead of that number, of religious feafts, which
feem to be invented by idlenefs to make the coun- .
try a barren wafte.
It is not to be imagiﬁed, however, that the
court of Pekin is really engaged in the labours of
. a rural life. ‘The arts of luxury are grow’n to fo
great a height in China, that thefe tranfactions
can only pafs for mere ceremonies. But the law,
which obliges the prince to fhew this token of re-
~ fpect to the profeffion of hufbandmen, has a ten~
dency to promote the advantage of agriculture. -
The deference paid by the fovereign to public
, opinions contributes to perpetuate them; and the
- influence of opinion is the principal {pring that
actuates the political machine. -
<« ThHis- influence is preferved in China by con-
ferring honours on all hufbandmen, who excel in
the cultivation of the gtound. When any ufeful
_ difcovery is made, the author of it is called to
N court to communicate it to the prince; and is
fent by the government into the provinces, to in=
ftruét them jn his method. Ina word, in this
country, where. nobility is not hereditary, but a
mere perfonal reward, indifcriminately beftowed
upon merit; feveral of the maglﬁrates, and pr--
. : 101 i5
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fons raifed to the higheft employments in the ¥.0, 0K
. empirey are chofen out of families which are folely g

eniployed in the cultivation of land.

THesE encouragements which belong to the
manners of the people, are further feconded by
the beft political inftitutions, Whatever is in it’s

nature incapable of being divided, as the fed,

rivers, canals, &c.  is enjoyed in common, and is
the property of no individual. Every one has the
liberty of going upon the water, of fithing, and
hunting; and a fubjé& who is in poffeflion of ah

eftate, - whether acquired by himfeif or left by his

relations, is in no danger of having his right called
. in queftion by the tyrannical authonty of the feu-
. dal laws. ’

Tue {mallnefs of the taxes is ftill a further en-
couragement to agriculture. Except the cuftoms
eftablifhed in the fea-ports, there are but two
kinds of tribute know’n in the empire. The firft,
which is perfonal, is paid by every citizen from
twenty to fixty years of age, in proportion to his
- income. The fecond, which is levied on the pro-

duce of the land, amounts to a tenth, a twentieth,
 or a thirtieth part, according to the quality. of the,

foil. There certainly have been fome of their

emperors, or minifters, who have attempted to

‘extend and multiply the taxes; but as fuch an
.undertaking would require much time, and that
no man could flatter himfelf that-he fhould live

to fee the fuccefs of it, the attempt has been given

‘up. Men of bad principles aim at immediate
enjoyment, while the virtuous minifter extending

his benevolent vxcws beyond the prcfcnt genera-

t I tion,

N
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B0 OK tion, centents himfelf with forming defigns, and
v~ propagating ufeful truths for the advantage of

pofterity, without expecting to fee the effect of
them himfelf.

Tue manner of levying the contributions in
China, is as mild as the contributions themfelves.
The only penalty inflited on perfons liable to be

) taxcd, and who are too fow in the payment of

the tribute demanded by the public, is to quarter
old, infirm, and poor people upon them, to be
maintained at their expence, till they have dif-
charged the debt due to government.  This man-
ner of proceeding has a tendency to awaken pity
and humanity in the breaft of a citizen, when he
fees miferable objects, and hears the cries of hun-
ger; inftead of giving him difguft;. and exciting
his refentment by the odious perquifitions and
refearches of the finance as pra&tifed in Europe,
by forcible feizures and the menaces §f an info-
lent foldiery, who come to live at difcretion in a
houfe expofed to the numberlefs extortions of the
treafury.

THE mandarins levy the tenth part of the pro-

«duce of the earth in kind; and colle& the poll-

tax in money. The officers in the municipal
towns pay the whole of the produce into the
public treafury, through the hands of the receiver-
general of the province. The ule that is made
of this revenue prevents all frauds in colle@ing’
it; as it is well know’n, that a part of thefe duties
is allotted for the maintenance of the magxﬁrate;
and foldiers, The money arifing from tiie fale of
this proportion of the produé't of the lands Whll]Ch

. as
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has been expofed to fale, is never iffued from the ® 00 K
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treafury but in public exigencies. It is laid up ~—y—-v

in the magazines againft times of fcarcity, when
the people receive what they had only lent, as it
were, in times of plenty.

IT may naturally be expected that a nation, en-
. joying fo many advantages, would be extremely
populous; efpecially in 4 climate whefe, what«
ever reafon may be affigned for it, the women are
remarkably prolific; where debauchery i3 very
‘uncommon ;  where the extent of paternal rights
neceffarily excites the defire of having a numerous
progeny ; where an equality of fortunes prevails;
which the difference of conditions renders 1mpof-.
fible in other places; where the mode of living is
generally fimple, little expenfive, and tcndmg
always to the moft rigid ceconomy; where wars
are neither frequent, nor deftructive; where celi-
bacy is pra[cnbed by the manners of the country;
and where the healthinefs of the climate prevents
epidemic difeafes. Accordingly, there is no
country in the univerfe fo populous as this. The
population is indeed carried to too great a

hexght, fince it appears from the records of the
empire, that a bad harveft feldom fails to produce .

an infurreétion.

IT is unneceffary to fearch beyond this circum-

ftance for the reafons which prevent defpotifin
from making any, advances in China. It is evi-
dent from thefe frequent revolutions, that the
people are fully fenfible that a regard to the
rights of property, and fubmiffion to the laws,
are duties of a fecondary clafs, fubordinate to

Vor. I, M the

v
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# 0 OK the original rights of nature, whofe only views

\-—W in the formation of communities, has been the
common benefit of thofe who enter into them.
Accordingly, when the more immediate neceffa-
ries of life fail, the Chinefe ceafe to acknowlege
an authority which does not provide for their
fobfiltence. The right of kings is foutided on the
regard they pay to the prefervation of the people.
Neither religion nor morality teach any othcr
doctine in China.

Tus emperor is well aware, that he prefides
éver a people who fubmit to the laws no longer
than while they promote théir happinefs. Fe is
fenfible, that if the fpirit of tyranny, whick s fo
c¢ommon and epidemical in other countries, fhould
feize him but for a moment, fuch a violent op-
pofition would be raifed, that he would be expel-

~ led from the throne. Accordingly, finding him-
“felf invelted with the fupreme command by a
people who obferve and ¢riticife his conduct, he
is far from attempting to eret himfelf into an
objet of rehglous fuperftition, which fets no
bounds to it’s au:horxty He does not violate the
facred contralt, by virtue of which he holds the
fceptre. He is convinced that the people are fo
well acquainted with their rights, and know fo
well how to defend them, that whenever a pro-
vince complains of the mandarin who governs it,

- he recalls him without examination, and delivers
him up to a tribunal, ‘which proceeds againt him
if he be in fault; but fhould he even prove inno-
cent, he is not reinftated in his employment; for
even the circumftance of it’s having been poflible
for
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For him to excite the refentment of the people, is B 0 0 K
tmputed to him as a crime. " He is confidered as oy

an ignorant tutor, who attempts to deprive a fa-
ther of the love his childfen bear him. This com-
pliance, which, in other countries, would nourith
perpetual difcontent, and occafion an infinite

number of intrigues, is not attended with any in-

convenience in China, where the inhabitants are
naturally difpofed to be mild and juft, and the.
conftitution of the ftate is fo.ordered, that it’s de-
legates havé feldom any rigorous commands to
execute. :

THis obligation the prince is under of being
juft, tends to make him more wife and intelli-
gent. He is in China what we with to make
princes in all countries believe they are, the idol
of his people. It thould feem that the manners
and laws of this country have mutually confpired
to eftablifh this fundamental principle, that China
is a family of which the Emperor is the patriarch.

- It is not as'a conqueror, ‘or a legiflator, that he
hoids his authority ; but as a father: it is by this
ttie.that he governs, rewards, and punithes. This
pleafing fentiment gives him a greater fhare of
power, than the tyrants of other nations can pof=
fibly derive from the number of their troops, or
the artifices of their minifters. It is not to bé
imagined what efteem and affe&tion the Chinefe
have for their emperor; or, as they exprefs it, for
their common, their univerfal father.

THis public veneration is founded upon that
which is eftablithed by private education. In
China, the father and mother claim an abfolute

' ’ M2 ~ right
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BO OK right over their children at every period of life,

u.—y-_a ‘even when raifed to the higheft dignity, Paternal
authonty and filial affetion are the fprings of this
empire: they regulate the manners, and are the
tie that unites the prince to his fubjects, the fub.
je&s to their prince, and the citizens to one an-
other. - The Chinefe government, by the gradual
perfection it has acquired, has been brought back
to that point from which all other governments
feem to have finally and irrevocably dcgene:’atcd,
to the patriarchal government, which is that of
nature itfelf. .

Turs fublime fyftem of morals, which for fo
many ages has contributed to the profperity of the
Chinefe empire, would, however, probably have
experienced an infenfible change, if the chimeri-
cal diftinctions allowed to birth had deftroyed that
original equality eftablifhed by nature among man-

- kind, and which ought only to give way to fuperior
bilities and fuperior merit. In all the ftates of
Europe, there are a fet of men who affume from
their infancy a pre-eminence independent of their
moral charaéer. The attention paid them from

* the moment of their birth; gives them the idea
that they are formed for command; they foon
learn to confider themfelves as a diftint fpecies,
and being fecure of a certain rank and ftatian,
take no pains to make themfelves worthy of it.

THais inftitution, to which we owe fo many in-
different minifters, ignorant magiftrates, and bad

" generals, is not cftablifhed in China, where nobi-
lity does not defcend by hereditary right. The

fame any citizen acqutres, begins and ends with
himfelf.
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» himfelf. The fon of the prime minifter of the 8 00 ¥
cmplre has no advantages at the moment of his ‘“=—v=d

. birth, but thofe he may have derived from na-
‘ture. The rank of nobility is fometimes conferred
upon the anceftors of a man who has done fignal
fervices to his country; but this mark of diftinc-
tion, which is merely perfonal, dies with it’s pof-
feffor, and his children derive no other advantage
from it than thc memory and example of hxs
virtues.
.~ IN confequence of this perfect equahty, the
Chinefe are enabled to eftablith an uniform {yftem
of education, and to inculcate correfpondent prin-
ciples. It is no difficult tafk to perfuade men who
are upon an equal footing by birth, that they are
- all brethren. This opinion gives them every ad-
vantage which a contrary idea would make them
lofe. A Chinefe, who fhould abftra& himfelf

from this common fraternity, would become a -

folitary and miferable being, and wander as a
franger in the heart of his country.

InsTEAD of thofe frivolous diftinctions which
are allotted to birth in almoft every other coyn-
try, the Chinefe fubftitute real ones, founded en-
tirely on perfonal merit. - A fet of wife and intel-
ligent men, "who are honoured with the title of
the learned mandarins, devote themfelves to the
ftudy of all {ciences neceffary to qualify.them far
the adminiftration of public affairs. .None can be

admjtted into this refpetable fociety, who are

‘not recommended by their talents and knowlege ;
for riches give no claim to this privilege, The

mandarms thcmfclvcs fix upon proper perfons to
M aflociate
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B 0 O K affgciate with them; and their choice is always

= the refult of a ftrit examination, There are dif-
ferent claffes of mandarins, the fucceffion to which
is regulated by merit, and not by feniority.

From this body of mandarins, the emperor,
according to a cuftom as ancient as the empire,
elets minifters, magiftrates, governors of pro-
vinces, and officers of every denomination who are
called to any employment in the ftate, As his
choice can only fall upon men of tried abilities,
the welfare of the people is always lodged in the
hands of thofe who are worthy of fuch a truft.

IN confequence of this inflitution, no dignity is
hereditary except that of the crown; and even
that does not always devolve on the eldeft fons
but on him whom the emperor and the council of
mandarins judge moft worthy. By this method,
a fpirit of virtuous emulation prevails even in the
imperial family, The throne is given to merit
alone, and it is affigned to the heir only in con-
fideration of his abilities. The emperors rather
chufe to look for a fucceflor in a different family,
than to intruft the reins of government to unfkil-
ful hands. A

THE viceroys and magiftrates enjoy the affecs
tion of the people, at the fame time that they par-
take of the authority of*the fovereign; and any
miftakes in their adminiftration meetwith the fame
indulgence that is thew'n to thofe of the fupreme
legiflator, They have not that tendency to fedi-
tion which prevails in this part of the world." In
China there is no fet of men to form or manage a
faction: as the mandarins have no rich and power-

ful




IN THE EAST AND WEST INDIES.

ful family conne&ions, they can derive no fup- B oK
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port but from the crown, and their own wifdom, ‘et

"They are trained up in a way of thinking that.in-
fpires hpmanity, the love of order, beneficence,
and refpect for the laws, - They take pains to. in-
culcate thefe fentiments intg the people, and
- fecyte their attachment to every law, by pointing
out to them 'it’s ufeful tendency. The fovereign
pafies no edi¢t that does not convey fome moral
or political inftruétion. The people neceflarily
become acquainted with their interefts, and the
meafures taken by government to promote them;
and the better informed thcy are, the more likely
they will be to remain quiet,

SupersTITION, Which excites dxﬁurbanccs in
all other countries, and either eftablithes tyranny,
or overthrows government, has no influencé in
China, It is to)erated, injudicioufly, perhaps,
by the laws: but, at leaft, it never makes laws it+
felf. No perfan can have any. fhare in the govern-
ment who daqes not belong to the clafs of literati,
who admit of po fuperftition. The bonzes are
not allowed to ground the duties of morality upon
the doé’trmcs of their feés, nor confequcntly to
difpenfe with them. If they impofe upon fome
part-of the nation, their artifices do not affet
thofe whofe example and authority are of the
greateft importance to the ftate,

ConFugius, in whofe aftions and difcourfes
precept was joined to example, whofe memory is
equally revered, and whofe doflrine is equally
embraced by all claffes and fects whatfoever, was
‘thc founder of the national religion of China,

: M4 His

.
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B °¥° K His code contéins a fyftem of natural law, which
'—-w-l ought to be the ground-work of all religions, the

';hcy are lnculcated bya mode of education which

rule of fociety, and ftandard of all govcrnments.
He taught, that reafon was an emanation of the
Deity; and that the fupreme law confifted in the

" harmony between nature and-reafon, The reli~

gion that runs in oppofition to thefe two guides of
human life, does not come from heaven,
As the Chinefe have no term for God, they fay

that heaven is God. But, fays the emperor Chang=

chi, in an edi& publithed in 1710, it is no? to the
wifible and material beaven that we offer ou, facrifices,
but to the Lord of beaven. Thus atheifim, though
not uncommon in Chiha, is not publicly profeffed,
It is neither the chara&eriftic of a fe&, nor an ob-
Je& of perfecution; but is tolerated as well as fu-
fuperftition.

Tue emperor, who is fole pontxff, is likewife
the judge in matters of religion; but as the na-
tional worfhip was made for the government, not
the government for it; and as both were deﬁgned
to be fubfervient to the ends of fociety ; it is nei-
ther the intereft nor inclination of the fovereign -
to employ the combinatjon of authority lodged in
his hands, for the purpofes of oppreffion. If on
the one hand the dotrines and ceremonies of the
hlerarchy do not prevent the prince from making
an ill ufe of abfolute authority ; he is more power~
fully reﬁramed on the other, by thc general in-
fluence of the national manners.

Any attempt tochange thefe manners would
be attended with the greateft difficulty, becaufe

ls?
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is, perhaps, the beft we are aquainted with.
The Chinefe do not make a point of inftruting
their children till they are five years old. They
are then taught to write words or hierogly-
phics, which reprefent fenfible objets, of which
at the fame time they endeavour to give them
clear ideas. Afterwards, their memory is ftored
with fententious verfes containing precepts of mo-
rality, which they are taught to reduce to pracice.
As they advance in -years they arg inftru@ed in
the philofophy of Confucius. This is the manner
.of education among the ordinary ranks. The
children who may afpire to pofts of honour, be-
gin in the fame manner; but intermix other
ftudies relative to human condu¢t in the different
ftations of life.

" In China, the manners take their complexion
from the laws, and are preferved by common
vfage, which is likewife prefcribed by the laws.
The Chinefe have a greater number of precepts,
relating to the moft common aions, than any
other people in the world. Their code of polite~
nefs is very voluminous; the loweft citizen is in-~
ftru&ted in it, and obferves it with the fame ex-
a&tnefs as the mandarins and the court.

THe laws in this code, like all the reft, are
formed with a view of keeping up the opinion that
China is but one great family, and of promoting

that regard 'and mutual affection in the citizens,
~ which is due to each ‘other as brethren. Thefe
rights and cuftoms tend to preferve the manners.
Sometimes, indeed, ceremonies are fubftituted for
fentiment; but how often are they the means of
oo ' reviving

BOOK
L.
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B °I° K reviving jt! They cbmpofc a kind of conftang
\—— homage that is paid to virtue; and is calculated
to engage the attention of youth. This homage
preferves the refpect due to virtue herfelf; and if
it' fometimes leads to hypocrify, it encourages at
.leaft a laudable zeal. Tribunals are erected to
take cognizance of tranfgreflions againft cuftom ;
as well as to punifh crimes, and reward merit.
Mild and moderate punifhments are inflicted upon
crimes, and virtue is diftingyifhed by marks of
honour. Honour is therefore one of the prin-
ciples that actuate the Chinefe government: and
though it be the leading .one, it operates more
firongly than fear, and more feebly than af-

fection.
Unper the influence of fuch mﬁltunons, Ching
muft be the country in the whole world, where
men are moft humane. Accordingly, the huma-
nity of the Chinefe is confpicuous on thofe occas
_fions, where it fhould feem, that virtue could
have no other obje& but juftice; and that juftice
could not be executed withaut feverity. Their
prifoners are confined in neat and commodious
apartments, where they are well taken care of,
even to the moment when they'fuffer. It frc-
quently happens, that the oply punifhment in-
flited on a rich man amounts to no more than
obliging him, for a certain time, to maintain or
clothe fome old men and orphans at his own ex-
pence. Our moral and political romances form,
the real hiftory of the Chinefe, who have regulated
all the attions of men with fuch an exa& nicety,
that they have fcarcely any need of fentiment,
6 Yet
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Yet thcy do not fail to cultivate the'latter, in order
to give a proper eftimation to the former.

Tue fpirit of patriotifm, that fpirit, without
which fYates are mere colonies, and not nations,
is ftronger, perhaps, and more a&ive among the
Chinefe, than it is found in any republic. Itis
common to fee them voluntarily centributing
their labour to repair the public roads: the rich
build places of fhelter upon them for the ufe of
travellers ; and others plant trees there. Such
attions, which are proofs of a beneficent huma-

pity rather than an oftentation of generofity, are

far from being uncommon in China.

THERE have been times, when they have been
frequent, and others, when they have been lefs
fo; but the corruption which was the caufe of the
latter, brought on a revolution, .and the manners
of the people were reformed. They fuffered by
the late invafion of the Tartars: they are now
recovering, in proportion as the princes of that
vi@drious nation lay afide the fuperftitions of their
own country, to adopt the principles of the na-
tion they have conquered; and in proportion as
they improve in the knowlege of thofe books,
which the Chinefe call canonical. _

I cannot be long before we fee the amiable
charaéter of this nation entirely revived ; that fra-
ternal,and kindred principle; thofe enchanting and
focial ties, which foften the manners of the people,
and attach them inviolably to the laws. Political
errors and vices cannot take deep root in a country
where no perfons are ever promoted to public
employments, but fuch as are of the fect of the

: learned,

17t
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B 0 0 K learned, whofe fole occupation is to inftru&t thcm-
\--y-u felves in the principles of morality and govern-

ment. As long as real knowlege fhall be holden in
eftimation, as long as it fhall continue to lead to
public honours, there will exift among the people
of China a fund of reafon and virtue, which will
not be found among other nations.

IT muft, however, be acknowleged, that the
greateft part of thofe improvements, which de-
pend upon theories that are in the leaft compli-
cated, are not fo far advanced there, as might
naturally be expefted from that ancient, attive,
and diligent people, who have fo long had a clue
to them. But this circumftance is not inexplicable.
The Chinefe language requires a long and labo-
rious ftudy, fcarcely to be comprehended within
the term of a man’s life. 'The rights and cere-
monies which they obferve upon every occafion,
afford more exercife for their memory than their
fenfibility. Their manners are calculated to
check the impulfes of the foul, and weaken it’s
operations. Too afliduous in the purfuit of what
is ufeful, they have no opportunity of launching
out into the extenfive regions of imagination. An
exceflive veneration for antiquity, makes them
the flaves of whatever is eftablifhed. All thefe
caufes united, muft neceffarily have ftifled, among
the Chinefe, the fpirit of invention. It requires
ages with them to bring any thing to perfeétion ;
and whoever refleéts on the ftate, in which arts
and {ciences were found among them three hune
dred years ago, muft be convinced of the extraors
dinary antiquity of their empire, -

THE
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Tue low ftate of learning, and of the fine arts B 0,0 ¥
in China, may perhaps be further owen to the ‘———t

_ very perfection of it’s government, and fyftem of
policy. This paradox has it’s foundation in reafon.
Where the ftudy of the laws holds the firft rank in
a nation, and is rewarded with an appointment in
the adminiftration, inftead of a poft in an academy;
where, learning is applied to the regulation of
manners, or the maintenance of the public weal ;
where the fame nation is exceedingly populous,
and requires a conftant attention in it’s learned
members to make fubfiftence keep an equal pace
with population; where every individual, befide
the duties he owes to the public, which take a
confiderable time to be well underftood, has par-
ticular duties arifing from the claims of his family

or profeflion: in fuch a nation, the fpeculative.

and ornamental parts of {cience cannot be expeét-
ed to arrive at that height of fplendour they have
attained in Europe. gBut the Chinefe, who are
only our fcholars in the arts of luxury and vanity,
_are our mafters in the fcience of good govern-
ment. They can teach us the art of increafing,
population, not that of deftroying it.

ONnE of the arts in which the Chinefe have made -

the leaft progrefs, is that of war. It is natural to

imagine, that a nation, whofe whole condu&,

like that of infants, is influenced by ceremonies,

precepts, and cuftoms either of private or public .

infticution, muft confequently be pliant, mode-
rate, and inclined to tranquillity both at home
and abroad. Reafon and refletion, while they
cherifh fentiments like thefe, leave no room for

that
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B .010 K that enthufiafin, which conftitutes the hero and
«—y— the warrior. The fpirit of humanity, which they
imbibe in’their tender years, makes them look
with abhorrence on thofe fanguinary fcenes of ra-
pine and maffacre, that are fo familiar to nations
of a warlike turn. With fuch difpofitions, can
we wonder that the Chinefe are not warriors 2
They have foldiers without number, but totally
undifciplined, except in the fingle article of obe<
dience, and which are ftill more deficient in mili-
tary manceuvres than in courage. In their wars
with the Tartars, the Chinefe knew not how to
fight, and only ftood to be killed. Their attach-
ment to their government, their country, and
their laws, may fupply the want of a warlike fpi-
rit, but will never fupply the want of good arms,
and military fkill. 'When a nation has found the
art of fubduing it’s conquerors by it’s manners,
it has no occafion to overcome it’s enemies by-
force of arms.

Is there a man who can look with fo much
indifference upon the happinefs of a confiderable
portion of the human race, as not to with that
the ftate of China were really fuch as we have
been reprefenting it? Let us, however, attend to
what thofe perfons have to fay upon the fubje,
who think themfelves warranted in entcrtaining a
contrary opinion.

State of In order to judge, fay thefe people, of a na-
3:::?;;':; tion, cqua}ly clofed on all fides, fince foreigners
thesccounts are not ‘permitted to enter into it, and the natives

of the ca-

lumaiaon - are prohibited from going out of it, it is necef-
o cme . . .
pire, fary to fet out from fome principles, which how-

ever
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¢ver uncertain they may be, are ftill received as B 00 ¥
found principles. Thefe fhall be the very falts *——v—'
that are alleged by the panegyrifts of China. We -
fhall take them for granted, without entering
into a difcuffion of them; and we fhall only draw
the conclufions that are neceffarily dcrxvcd from
them.

1. CHina enjoyed, or was under the calamity
of an immenfe populanon, when it was conquered
by the Tartars; and it is concluded, from the
circumftance of the laws having been adopted by
the conqueror, that they muft have been wife
laws.

THis fubmiffion of the Tartars to thc Chinefe
government, does not appear to us to be a proof
of it’s excellence, It is in the nature of things
that great bodies fhould give the law to little
ones; and this rule is obferved in morality as well
as in philofophy: If we therefore compare the
aumber of the conquerors with that of the van-
quifhed people, we fhall find that to one Tartar
there were fifty thoufand Chinefe. Is it poflible
that one individual fhould alter the cuftoms,
manaers, and legiflation of fifty thoufand men ?
Befides, how could it happen otherwife than that
thefe Tartars fhould have adopted the Chinefe
laws, when they had none of their own to fubfti-
tute to them? The circumftances which this
extraordinary revolution moft confpicuoufly dif-
plays, are the cowardice of the nation, and it’s
indifference for it’s mafters, which is one of the
moft ftriking charateriftics of the'flave. Let us
proceed to confider the population of China.

2. From
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2. FroM time immemorial agricuiture has
been honoured in China: this is a fa&t upon
which all are agreed. Every country addited
to hufbapdry, and which enjoys a long continu-

. ance of peace; which does not experience any

bloody. revolutions; which is neither opprefled
by tyranny, nor expofed to devaftation by the
difeafes of the climate; and where we fee, the
laborious citizen colleting in the plain a bafket
full of earth, carrying it up to the tops of _the
mountains, covering the naked point of a rock
with it, and keeping it in it’s fituation by little
palifades; fuch a country muft infallibly abound
with inhabitants. Would thefe inhabitants in-
deed employ themfelves in extravagant labours,
if the plain from which they have' gathered this

fmall parcel of land, were uncultivated, deferted,
and abandoned to the firft man who might be
defirous of poffefling it? If the people were at
liberty to extend themfelves into the country,

- would they remain cluftered togcther in the nelgh-

bourhood of the cities? The empu'e of China is
therefore very well peopled in all it’s parts.

THE country is interfeted by a great number
of canals; which would be ufelefs, if they did
not eftablith a frequent and neceffary communi-
cation between one place and another. What

‘can thefe things imply, unlefs it be a great.deal
- of internal motion; and confequently a very con=

fiderable degree of population ?

Every country fublfifting by hufbandry, where
dearths are frequent; and where thofe dearths oc+
cafion the infurre®ion of thoufands of men ;

‘ 4 ~where
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whcrc, in the courfe of thefe infurreions, more B ° OK
crimes and murders are committed; 'and there \——v—d
are more conflagrations-and more pillaging, than

would take place  on.the irruption of a band of
favages; and wherey as foon as_the feafon of the

famine and the revolt is over, the adminiftration.
abftains from purﬁnng the criminal : fuch a coun="

try certamly contdins a_greater number.of inha-
bitants than'it can fubfift. - Would, not the Chi-

nefe be the moft abfurd of -all people,. if the ac-"
cidental want of the neceffaries of life proceeded

from their negle®, cither in cultivating their

land or in providing for their fubfiftence ? But

China, an immenfe and fertile country, fo well
cultivated, andfo admirably governed, is not the

' lefs expofed to this fort of calamity. It muft

therefore contain ten times, twenty times as many .
inhabitants, as it ‘doés acres of land.

Every country, in which the attachment of
parents to their offspring, a fentiment fo natural
that it is common to man and brutes, is totally
difregarded, and in which the children are mur-
dered, ftifled, or expofed, without incurring the
refentment of the public, has either too many
inhabitants, ‘or is occupied by a racé of men
different from any other on the furface of the
‘globe. This, however, is what is pradifed in ‘
China; and to deny or to invalidate this fad&,
would be to throw the veil of uncertainty upon
all the reft.

Bur there is ftill another phzenonenon which
more particularly confirms the opinion of the ex--
ceflive population of China, and this is, the little
- Vou. L. N progrefs

P
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B 09K progrefs the arts and fcxence& have made theray
\—-z» in proportian to the extreme length of time they

haye been cultivated, The fpiric of inguiry has

ftopped juft at that point, where ceafing to be
ufeful, it’s refearches begin to be mere obje&s of
curiofity. ‘There is mose advantage ta be derived
from the invention of the’ moft trifling practical
art, than fram the moft fublineg difcoxery which

Hhould be, only, the work of genivs.. The man

wha knows how to cut up a picce of gavze t@
the beft advantage, would be in, higher eftima-
tion. than ht; who fhould refolve the mef}. difficuls
problem in philafophy, In this, counssy. that
quettion is more pasticulgly sepsated, which we
hear too frequently among opgfelves: Wbat.is the
ufe of all this.? 1 alk whether shis. fpirit of tran-
quillity, fo contrary to.the patugal difpefition of
man, who is always inclined to ge beyepd what

‘he already knows, can be. otherwife. explajned,

than by a degree of population which prohibits
idlenefs and the fpirit of contémplation, and
which keeps the nation in a continual ftate of’
anxiety and attention to it’s wants. China ig
therefore the moft populous region on th: face of
the globe.

. THis being granted, doth it not follow that it
is alfo the moft corrupt? ‘Do we not learn from
general experience, that the vices of fociety are

.in proportion to the number of individuals which

compofe it? What anfwer could be made, if it
were to,be affirmed, that the morals of the Chi-
nefe, throughout the whole extent of then' empxre,
muft neceffarily be itill more dcpraved than in

our,
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Bur la:gc(’c cities, where a fenfe of honour, it 80 9 K-

lcaﬂ:, to which' the Chinefe is a ftringer, adds a g..y-u

luftre to ‘virtue, and conccals the deformity of

yice ? :

Mavy it not be aﬂecdg what is; and what muft
be the charaler of a people, among whom wé
fee, not unfrequently, one province ruthing upon
another, and putting all the inhabitants to death,

- without mércy and with impunity? Cen the
manpers of fuch a people be mild ? Is that nation
to beefteemed civilized of. barbarous, in which
the laws, neither reftrain hor punifh the expofition
or the murder of new-bern infints? Can thefe
people be faid to cherifh in an eminent degree the /°
fentimepts of humanity, benevolence, and com-
miferation ? Or can we entertain a high opinion
of their wifdom, when; being incited by a con-.
currence of extraordinary circumftances to found
colonies, they have cither not conceived, or have
difdained to put in praitice an expedient fo fim-
ple; and fo effeftual againft the dreadful calami-
ties to which they are rcpeatedly and continually
expofed ?

So far, we cannot form any high opinion of the
wifdom of the Chinefe. Let us fee whether the
examination of the conftitution of the empire, of -

~ the condué of the fovereign-and his minifters, of -

the knowlege of * the learned, and of the manners

of the people, will contribute to infpire us with

a more fublime idea of it.
~ 3+ A ser10US writer, who is not among the crowd

that admires the wifdom of the Chinefe, fays ex-

prefslv, that zbe cudgel is the fovereign of China.
‘N 2 Accordxng
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B °L° K Accordmg to this ludicrous, and at 'the fame

—— time fagacious idea, I imagine there would be
fome difficulty in perfuading us that a nation, in
which man is treated as beafts are in other places,
can have the leaft tin@ure of thofe delicate and -
fufceptible manners that prevail in Europe, where
an injurious word is expiated with blood; and
where even at hreatening gefture is revenged by
death. The Chinefe muft be of a very pacific and
forbearmg difpofition. So much the better, fay
our antagonifts.

Tne fovereign of China is bowever confidered,
ebeyed, and refpecied as the  father of bis fub- .
seits.  In our turn we fhall fay, fo much the
worfe. This is indeed a certain proof of the

~ humble fubmiffion of the children; but not of
the goodnefs of the father. The beft expedient
to precipitate a nation into the moft abje ftate
of flavery, from which it never can recover, is to
confecrate th: title of defpot, by adding that of
-father to it.” “Such menfters are rarely to be met
_ with any where, as children who dare lift up their
hands againft their parents; but in defiance of the
authdrity of the laws, which has fet limits to pa-
ternal authority, we find, unfortunately, that
parents-who treat their children ill, are a fpecies .
of monfters too commonly met with every where.
The child never' calls his father to account for his
conduét; and the liberty of the fubje®, which is
ever in danger, if the fovereign be fcreened from
every kind of inquiry, by his infinitely refpe&table
title of father, will become annihilated under
' a defpot,
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3 defpot, who fhall not allow the leaft inveftiga- B 0,0

tion of the principles of his adminiftration.

WeEe may perhaps miftake, but the Chinefe ap~ -

pear to us to be bent under the yoke of a double
.tyranny ; of paternal tyranny in a family, and of

«ivil tyranny in the empire. From whence we

might venture to conclude, that they are the moft
‘mild, the moft infinuating, the moft refpectful,
the moft timid, the moft abject, and leaft dan-
_.gerous of all flaves; unlefs we fuppofe an excep-
.tion to have been made in their favour, to:the
-experience of all nations, and of all ages: What
is the effect of paternal defpotifm amongft us?
The marks of outward refpect, joined ta a fecret
.and ineffectual hatred againft our fathers. What
:has been, and what is’ ftill the effe& of civi]
defpotifim in all nations ? Meannefs and the total

- .extinétion of every. virtue, . If things have taken °

anothcr turn in China;  let us be ipformed in -

-what manner this miracle has been accomplithed.

It is alleged, the Emperor is well aware that be
prefides over a people who fubmit 1o -the lasws #o
. donger than while they promote their bappine(s. Is
' ‘there any difference between the Chinefe and the
European upon this point? He is fenfible, that if
the [pirit of tyramuy fbould feize bim but. for a mo~
ment, be would be in danger of being expelled from
the thbrone.—Do not antient and modern hiftories
_prefent us with.inftances of" this juft and terrible
-punifhment?  And what' effect have they pro-
-ducéd ? - Will it be faid;-that.a Chinefe is more
impatient of oppreffion than'an Englifhman or a
' frcnchman, ‘or that China has never been, is

~ N 3 not




i3z -

HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE

B b O X ot at prefent, and never will be hereafter go«
t..,-,.-..r verned by any but the moft accomplithed Mo-

narchs? ~ What abfurdities are we not made ta
adopt by our blind veneration for antiquity and

| ~ for diftant rggions! Mercy, firmnefs, application,

knowlege, the love of the peaple and juftice, are

: qualities whlch nature only beftows, even fepa-
~ farely, upon 2 few diftinguithed mortals; and

there is not any one in whom they are not un-
fortunately moré or lef} weakened by che dan-

| .’ gerous pofieflion of the fupreme power. It has

therefore been referved to China alane, to efcape
this curfe which has begun -with 3ll focxcnes, and
will laft as long as they do,.

CERTAINLY, For there is a tribunal confiantly fub-
jﬂxﬁg by the fide of the tbrone, which keeps an exal}
‘and fevere account of the emperor’s aftions—Does
not the fame kind of tribunal exift in all coun-
tries? Are manarchs unacquainted with it? or,
do they fear -or refpett it} The difference be-
tween our tribunal and that of China, is, that

" our’s, bemg compofed of the whole body of the

pation, cannot be corrupted; while that of the

"Chinefe confifts only of a fmall nymber of learned

men, Moft fingularly fortunate country, where
the hiftarian is neither pufillanimous, nor fervile,
nor gpen to fedu@tiony and where the prince,
who has the power to order the hand or head of
his hiftorian to be cut off, turns palc wu;h fear,
as foon ‘as the writer takcs up his pén!’ There
‘have never béen any except goad kings, who have
ftgod in awe of the judgment of their cotempora-
p;;, angd of the cgnfurc of poﬁcrxty

.- ) écco;;umow,

-
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Acconomcw, she fo'varezgm of China dre vir- B °I° K
Pons, jul, Yefolure, and enlightened.—What, all of e
‘them without exception? We thay however réa-
fonably prefume, that the Imperial palace of China
does not differ from the palace of the fovereign
in all othér cduntries. It is one fingle dwelling
in the midft of the numberlefs habitations of the
. fubje&ts: that is to fay, that wRen genius or vir-
tue happen to fatl once from heaven dire&ly upon
‘the houfe of the ruler, they muft neceffarily fall
©ne hundred thoufand times upon the fide of it.
‘But pcrhaps this law of naturg doés not hold in
Chifta 4§ it does in Europe, where we fhould
éfteem ourfelves too fortunate, if, after a good
king fhall have ten bad fucceffors, there fhould
arife ome to refemble him, _

Bur 7be Jdvereign uutbérzty in China s limited.—
Where is it not? Or, in what manner, and by
whon is it limited in China? If the barrier that
. -proté&s the peoplé Be not thick fet with lances,
-fwotds dnd biyonets turned againt the breaft, or
-againft the facted héad of the paterrial and defpotic

empetor,we (hould be zpprchenﬁvc,though perhaps,
without reafon, that this barrief in China would
be néthihg frioreé than a large cobweb upon which
" the ihage of JuRtice and Liber&y may have been
paiited, While, thiotigh it’s tranfparency, the
quick-fighted man may readily. difcern the hide. _
"ous form of the defpot, - Have there béen a great
nummbér 6f tyrants depoled, imprifoned, fentenced, -
and put to dedth there? Does the public fcaffold
contmually ftrean with the blood of the fo-
vercxgns ? Why have not thefe events taken place?
: - N 4 "~ Why?

-~

\
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Way 2 Becaufe the Chinefe government, by a feries
of revolutions, bas been brought back to that fats,
Jfrom which all other nations bave receded, the pa-
triarchal government.—Let us obferve, under fa-
vour of our antagonifts, that the patiarchal go-

- vernment of an immenfe region, of a family con-

fiting of two hundred millions of individuals,
appears to be an idea almoft as vifionary, as that

* of are public extonding over one half of the know’n

world. The republican form of government im-

.‘plies a country, the limits of which are fufficiently

confined to admit of 3 fpeedy and cafy communi-
cation of the wifhes of the people; as the patri-
archal form of government fyppofes a fmall wan-
dering nation living under tents. ‘The notion of
a patriarchal government exifting in China is a
kind, of fpeculative illufion, that would raife a
a {mile in the emperor and his mandarines.

4. As the mandarines are not attached to any
rich or powerful families, the empire is free from
commotions.—Singular affertions ; that the traq'-
quillity of the empire is fecured by the very cir-

- cumftance which feems moft likely to difturb it!

Unlefs we fuppofe that Richelieu had mlﬁaken
in his fyftem of politics, when he made it a rule,
that great places were not to be given to men of
low extra&non or fortune, who are a&:uated by nQ

- other motive than their duty.

It is a faft that thefe fatefmen neven excite any ’
commotions.—Perhaps it may be equally a fa&, that
they have no poor relations to take care of, no

-flattererssto load with favours, no faVourltcs or
-miftréfles to enrxch -and that tbey are equally

fupenor
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fuperior to feduion as to error. But a circum» ? ook
ftance which-is mcontci’uble, is that shefe magi- ‘v
. ftrates or chiefs of the law, carry about with them, ‘
-without, a fenfe of fhame, the marks of their de-
gradation and. ignominy. What . an opinion. can
.we have of a magiftrate who bears the banner or
enfign of hisown dxfgrace, without bemg humbled
by it? What can we think of a people, whofe
.Feverence for fuch a magiftrate is not diminifhed?
5. A¥TeR the fovereign and the mandarin, the
learned man prefents himfelf to our examination. -
This learned man is a perfon educated.in a doc-
-trine which infpires humanity; and who teaches
it to others. A man who preaches the love of
order, benevolence, and refpec for the laws; and
who diffufes thefe fentiments among the people,
.and pomts out their utility to'them.—And have
we not in our {chools and our pulpits, amongft our ’
clergy, our magiftrates and philofophers, men
‘who may be reckoned not inferior.to thefe literati
~either i in knowlege or in found morals; who exer-
.cife the fame funttions, ‘both in their difcourfes
‘and i in their writings, in the capxtal, in the great
cmes, in the fmaller towns, in the VJIIagcs and
in the hamlets 2 If the wifdomr of a nation were
_to be cqmputed by the number of it’s teachers,
~_po peaple would be fuperiof to us in that quality.
" \WE have thus gone through the higher ranks
-of the empire 5 let us now defcend to perfons of
~inferjor ftations, aad takc a curfory view of the
popular manners.
6. WraT do we find in fome works of morality
tranﬂatcd from the Chmefc? We ﬁnd afetofin- =, -
. S - - famous

)
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300K famows perfons exercifing the fundtions of the
w police s the innateat than condeémned, beaten,

whipped, and thrown i into prifon ; the guilty par-
donad uptn payment of a petuniary fine, or pu-
nithed, if the offended petfon happens to be the
~woft powerful : in a word, all our public and
domeftic vices im a more shr&cous and dnfguﬁmg
point of view,

. Birr-we eannot atquife meore juft ndeas of the
yopular manners, than from the fyftem of edaca-

tion. In what mode is the ftate of infancy ma- -

naged in China? A child is obliged to remain

" ficting for hours wogether, without the leatt muo-

tion, ,in perfe&t filence, it’s arms folded over it's

‘beeaft, and in the attirude of the moft profound -

thought 4nd medication. What effe® can be
‘expected from dah habitual praftice fo contrary to
narere? ‘A mun of commvn fenfe would anfwer;
Taciturnity, cunning, Talfehood, hypoerify, and
‘all the train of vices that are peculiar to the cool,
-deliberate villain. He would think, that in China,
‘that amiable franknefs which delights us fo:much
in children; that artlefs ingenuoufhefs which dif-
appears as they advance in age, and which en-
gages univerfal confidence in thoft few petfons
who are fo fortunate as to preferve it; that all
thefe charmmg qualx:xes, ina word, were ftifled
there in the cradle.

8. THE todz of Chinefe pohfmj} i.f very long.—-

A tman of commmon fenfe would infer from this,

that politenefs in China is not thp‘ﬁmblc and na-

. \vural expreflion of attentive complaifance -and
~ general good-will 5 but ‘merely a formal eti-

-~

qu ctte; -
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fuette; and he would confier the cordial ap- 20 0 % -
pearance of thofc dirty carmen, who kneel to each s
other, who emibrace, who addrefs eachi other in
the moft affe®ionate terins, and who lend each

other a mutual afiftance, as a kind of mummerj
 practifed among 2 ceremonious people,

9, THERE is a tribunal efablifbed to take cogmzang: .
of offences againf cuftom.— A man of common fefife
would fufpe&, that juftice would be mote propcﬂy
adminiftered againft thefe trifling offtnces, than in
the civil tribunals againft crimes of greater mag-
mitude; and he would doubt much whether the

: Powcrs of the foul could be exalted, or the {prings
. of genius brought into ation, under the thackles
of rites, ceremonies;, and formalities.  He would
imaginé, that 3 people devoted to cerecnony,
muft inevitably be narrow-minded; and without
ever having lived at Pekin or at Nankin, he would '
ventute to affert, that there is no country in-the
~ world, in which there is lefs tegard for virtue, or
‘more attention to the appearances of it,
© 16, AL perfons who have traded with the
Chinefe  are unanimous iy declaring, that the ut-
‘moft precautions are neceffary to prevent being
‘duped by them,’ They are. not even a(hamed of
their dithonefty, -
~ A ccrrain European, in his firft voyage to’
“this empire, bought fome merchandife of 2 Chinefe,

- Who cheated him both in the quality and the price,

“The goodshad been carried 6n-board of thip, and
the bargdin was completed. The Europeah

- flartered himfelf, that he might poflibly move the -
. 'Ehinefe by moderatc reprefcntatxons, and faid to
‘ - him,
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B 0 OK him, ¢ Chinefe, thou baft fold me bad goods.’-—
e ¢ That may be,’ replied the Chinefe, ¢ but you muft

$ pay.’—¢< Thou baft broken the laws of juflice, and
< abufed my confidence.’—*¢ That may be, but you
‘ muf} pay.’—*< But thou art then mo better than a
¢ rogue, or a thief)—"¢ That may be, but you muf
£ pay’—*¢ Wbat opinion then muft I carry back to,my
S country, of thofe Chinefe, [o celebrated for wifdom? --
< I fball [ay, that you are a fet of rafeals’—* That
* may be, but you muft pay.’ The European hav-

_ing .added to thefe reproaches every injurious

epithet fuggefted to him by his rage, without
.being able. to get any thing more than thefe cool
.words, propounced with deliberation ; ¢ That may
. be, but youmuft pgy~ ;' at length pulled out his
purfe, and laid down the money. The Chinefe
.then tgking it up, faid to him: ¢ European, in-
¢ ftead of ftorming agam& me in the manner you
¢ have juft been doing, would it not have been
‘  better for you to hold your ‘toague, and to dp
< acfirft what you have been obliged to come 1o 3t
. laft? For, after all, what have you got by it »*
Tue Chinefe, thcrcfore, have not even that re- *
‘maiging fenfe of thame common to all profeffed
rogyes, who fil} wil] not fybinit to be told that they
are fo. They are confequently arrrived at the laft
tage of depravity, Neither are we to imagine,
_that_the inftance here quoted is a fingular one:
tl;efe phlegmatic manners are the natural effect of
;that referve which i xg mfplrcd by the Chinefe mode
of educznon
. . NsipHER is it to be urged tha,t the Chme(;e
abferye the pules of good faith among themfclvcg,
o 6 ’ whllc
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while they think themfelves free from this obli< B0 0 X

- i%y

gation in their intercourfe with ftrangers.- This t.._.,_.a

certainly is not, becaufe it cannot be. A man -

cannot be alternately honeft-and dithoneft. The
man who has made it 2 practice to cheat foreignersy
is too often expoled to the temptation of cheating
his fellow-citizens, to be able conﬁantly to rc-'

fitt ic. .t

11. But it may be Objc&td that, accordmg to

thefe reprefentations,- China'is a barbarous coun- -

try. I anfwer, it is ftill worfe. The half civilized
Chinefe appear to me as favages with pretenfions
to civilization; they are a people completely cor-

rupt, a condition more wretched than- that of

fimple.and natural barbarifm. The principle of
virtue may unfold itfelf in a favage, by a feries

of favourable circumftances; but we know of no -

circumftance, nor-can we conceive any one, ca-

pable of rendering: this important fervice to a -

Chinefe, in whom this principle is not ftifled, but
“totally obliterated. To the depravity and igno-
rance of thefe people, we may add their ridiculous
vanity, -Do they not fay, that they bave two eyes,
while we have but one, and that the reft of the world
is blind? This prejudice, their exceflive popula-
tion, the indifference they have for their fovereigns,
which is probably the confequence of it, the ob~
ftinate attachment they have to their cuftoms, the
- prohibition eftablithed by their laws of going out
- of their country: all thefe circumftances muft ne~
ceffarily fix the Chinefe in their prefent ftate,
during an indefinite courfe of ages. The man

who thinks all knowlege centered in himfelf, or-

who

4.
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B 0 0K who defpifes what he ia ignoram of, will neves .
b_—_-y,-_-_d learn any thing. - How is it poffibke tq teach wifs

dom to him, who fuppofes himfelf the only wife
mas? or, to impsove him, who eftcems himfelf
assived at perfe@ion ? We will venture to foretell,
that the ftate of the Chinefe will never be meli-
orated, either by war, peftilence, famine, or even
by tyranny, the moft infupportable of all thefe
calamities, and for this very reafon mare proper
than all the others combined, to regenerate a
magion by the violence of it’s oppreffion.

12. We know not whether the other nations
of the univerfe have been of much advantage to
the Chinefe; but of .what {ervice have they been
to the reft of the earth? It thould feem that their
encomiafts have affelted to beftow upon them a
degree of coloffal magnitude, while they have
reduced us to the low ftature of pigmies. We,
en the contrary, have been' attentive to fhew
them as they are; and'till they can bring us frone
Pekin works of philofophy fuperior to thofe of .
Defcartes and Locke; mathematical treatifes that

‘may be compared to thofe of Newton, Leibnitz,

and their followers ; picces of .poetry, eloquence,
literature, and erudition not unworthy the atten~
tion of our great writers, and the depth, graces, .
tafte and refinement of which they fhall be forced
to acknowlege; till they can produce from
thence difcourfes upon marality; politics, lcglf-
,latxon, finances or commerce, which may con-
‘tain only one fingle line of novelty to oyr men of
genius; till they can exhibit vafes, ftatues, pic-
tures, mufical infiruments, or plans of architec-
. S ture
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ture fit for our arsifts to confider ; or phllofoplucal RO on :

infhruments and machines in which the inferiority \..-.,-.a

of our’s fhall be very palpable: till thefe things,
I fay, can be brought to us from China, we fhall

verast upon the Chinefe his own faying, and we fhalt -

tell him, that he perhaps has but one eye, and thas

we have two.:. we fhall carefully avoid infulte .

_ ing ather nazions which we may have lefo behind
ws.in the career.of {tience, and which ate deflined,
perhaps, to get beyond us in fome fugure times
Who is thas Coofucius of wheom we hear fo much
talk, when compared: to. Sidney a5 Monsefquiau?

13. Tur Chivefe nation is: the mof leborions
qﬁ any that. is. know'n. We have no.doubs of

isy it is neceffary they fhould labour, and- thag
their labour fhould be renswed. Are they nog
condemned. to. this. fram the difproportion be-
tween the produce of theiv foil, and the num-
ber of theic inhabitants? We may, however,
- épaclude.fram hence, that this population fo much
boafted of: has. it’s limits, beyond which it be-
~comes 3 calamity, which deprives man_ of -his
nasural reft, leads him on to defperate actions,
and deftroys in his mind the pripciples.of honour,
delicacy and miorality, and even the fentiment of
humanity.

14. AnD.fhall we till perfift, after alk that-has
been faid, \in calling the Chinefe nation, 4 pesple
of fages? A people. of fages, ameng whom chil-
dren are expofed and put to death! where the
" moft infamous of all debaucheries is common
where man is mutilated ! ‘where the governmept
knows not how tp prevent or puaifh the crimes

b ~gccafioned

9.



192 HISTORY OF SETTLEMENTS AND TRADE

B °ll° K occafioned by ‘a dearth! where thé merchant
—— cheats both the foreigner and the citizen! where
the knowlege of the language is the ultimate point
of {cience! where, for a fucceflion of ages, a cha-
ratter and mode of writing has been adhered to,
which is fcarcely fufficient for the common tranf-
attions of life! where the infpetors of the man-
ners are men deftitute of honour and probity!
where Jultice is beyond comparifon more corrupe
than it is among the .moft degenerate people !
‘where the works of the lcgiﬂator, to whom aH
'~ perfons pay homage, wotld not deferve a reading;
if the ignorance of the period in which he lived
were not an apology for his writings! where, from-
the: emperor to the meaneft of his fubjets, we
fee nothing more than a continued feries of rapa-
cious beings devouring each other! in a word,
where the fovereign only fuffers fome of his im-
mediate dependants to enrich themfelves, in order
that he may acquire at once the {poils of the ex~
tortioner, and the title of avenger of his people.
15. Ir it be true, as we do not doubt it, that
in China, every thing which will not admit of a
_divifion, fuch as the fea, the rivers, the canals,
navigation, fithing, and hunting, belongs in
common to all; it muft be acknowleged that this
is'a very reafonable order of things. But is it
pofiible that fo numerous a people could patiently
have abandoned their harveft for the nourifhment
. of animals? And if perfons of high rank had
arrogated to themfelves the exclulive enjoyment
of. the woods and waters, would not fuch an in-
croachment have bgen followed by a fpeedy and
- juft

L —
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juft revenge? Let us endeavour not to confound B © DR
the laws of neceflity with the inftitutions of Wif~ ‘s
dom. : ‘
16. Hav not the Chinefe a fet of monks more
intriguing, more diffolute, more idle, and in - * |
greater number than our”s? Monks! leeches! ina
country where the moft continued labour. fcarce
furnifhes the means of fubfiftence! But, the go-
vernment defpifes them. Say rather, that it ftands in
awe of them, and that they are revered by thc
people.
17. It might perhaps be an advantageous cir-
cumftance, if in all countries, as we are affured
it is in China, the adminiftration were attached
" to no doétrine, to no fe&, nor to any particular
mode of religious worfhip. This toleration, how-
ever, extends no farther than to the religious
fyftems. antiently fettled in the empire. Chrifti-
anity has been profcribed there, either becaufe the
myfterious foundation of it’s dodttine has dif-"
gufted men of weak underftandings; or, becaufe
the intrigues of thofe who propagated it, have
excited the alarms of a fufpicious government.
18. In China, the merit of the fon confers the
“rank .of nobxhty on his father, with whom this
prerogative ends. This is an inftitution which
‘we cannot but applaud; although it muft be
acknowleged that the fyftem of heredxtary nobility, ;.
has it’s advantages. . Where fhall we find the de-
fcendant of an illuftrious family fo abject, as not
to feel the obligations impofed upon him by a
refpectable name, or not to exert his efforts tp /
make his condut anfwerable to it? If we de-
Vou. [. S (0] © grade

'
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B0 OK grade,the nobleman who has made himfelf ua«
\..-y-.) worthy of his anceftors, we fhall be as wife upon

this point as the Chinefe.

19. Trere is nothing we are fo defirous of as
to commend. Accordingly, we confefs there is
4 great deal of prudence in the mode which the
Chinefc ufe of punifhing a neglett in paying the
taxes. Inftead of fixing in the houfe of the debn
tor a fet of fatellites who feize upon his bed, his
atenfils, his furniture, His eattle, or Mis perfon;
inftead of dragging him into prifon, or leaving
him extended withoat bread upon ftraw ia his cot-
tage, after it has been fiript of every thing; it is
certainly better to fentence him to feed the poor.
But the man who thould infer the wifdom of
€hina from this excellent coftofny aloney; would be
as inaccurate a logician as he, who, from our

* euftoms upon the fame occafion, fhould conclude

that we were a barbarous people. The cenfore
which the Chinefe deferve, is foftencd as ‘much
as poffible ; and that eountry is evalted in order
to depreciate our’s. We are not direitly told
that we are mad ; but it is declared, without hes
fitation, that it is at China that wifdom dwells 3
and immediately afterwards it is faid, that ac-
cording to the laft calculation, €hina contained
about fixty millions of men eapable of bearing
arms. Extravagant panegyrifts of Chinay do ye
underftand yourt-*lves? Have you an exatt cons .
ception of fuch a number as two-hendred millions:
of individuals heaped one upon the other? Be-
ticve me, you mutt either fubRra&t one-half, or
three—fourths of this enormous population; or, i
you
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you perfift in giving credit to it, acknowltgé

from the good fenfe you poffefs, and from the .

refult of the expencnce that is fubmitted to your
infpetion, that there is not, and that there can-
hot be, either policy, or manaersin China. °
20, Fhe Chingfe extends his hemevolence to the fyce
wseding as well as to the prefems gemeratiom.  This iy
impoffible,  Children, fond of the marvelous,
bow long will ye he amufed with Tuch ftories?.
Every nation which is canftantly obliged to ftrive
againft want, -cannot extend it’s thoughts bcyond
the prefent moment; and were it not for the
honours publicly paid to apceftors, cerempnicy
which muft excite and keep up in the minds of
men 2 faint idea of fomethjng beyond the grave
e ought to admit it as 4 dentonftration; that i;'
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there be any part of the world where the fenfe of -

immottality, and the ,refpc& for pofterity, are ex-
%;eﬁ‘ons deftitute of megning; it muft bein Chma,
e do not perceive tliat we carry every thing to

~ the extreme, and tb,at the only refult of fuch ex-
_travagant opinions is p /pablc contradiction ; that
an exceflive population”is inconfiftent with good
moralss and that we decorate a depraved multi-

tude with the virrues which belong only to a few

diftinguithed perfons.

‘THe feveral arguments of the partifans and of
the calumniators of China are now fubmitted to
the judgment of our readers, to whom it is lefg
1o decide: for why fhould we be fo prefumptuous
as to attempt to direct their judgmcnt? If we
might be allowed to hazard an opinion, we fhould

~fay, that although thefe two fyftems be fupported;

02" by

~

\
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B ° O K by refpettable teftimonies, yet thefe authormcs
h—-v-—' do not bear the marks of that great character that
requxrcs an implicit faith. Perhaps, in order to
decide this matter, we muft wait till fome im-
parnal and Judxcwus men, and who are well verfed
in-the Chinefe writing and language, - fhall be
permitted to make a long refidence at the court
of Pekin, to go through all the provinces, to live
in the country villages, and to converfe freely
with the Chinefe of all ranks. : _
WaaTeveEr may have been the ftate of China
when the Portuguefe landed there, as they had na
other obje&t in view than to draw riches from
thence, and to propagate their religion, had they
found the beft kind of 'government eftablithed
in this.country, they would not have profited by
it. Thomas Perez, their ambaflador, found the
‘court of Pekin . difpofed to favour his nation,
the fame of which had {pread itfelf throughout
Afia, It had already attracted the efteem of the
Chinefe, which the conduct of Ferdinand Andra-
.da, who commanded the Portuguefe-fquadron,
~tended ftill further to increafe. He vifited all
the ¢oafts of China, and traded with the natives.
When he was on the point of departure, he iffued .
a proclamation in the ports he had put inte, that
_/ if any one had been injured by a Portuguefe, and
would make it know’n, he fhould receive fatisfac~
tion. The ports of China were now upon the
point of being opened to them : Thomas Perez
was juft about concluding a treaty, when Simon
, Andrada, brother to Ferdinand, appeared on the
coafts with a freth fquadron. This commander

5 S, treated
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