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138 T R A V E L S IN CHINA.

C H A P . IV.

Sketch of the State of Society in China.—Manners, Cuftoms,
Sentiments, and Moral Character of the People.

Condition of Women, a Criterion of the State of Society.—Degraded State of in
China. — Domejlic Manners unfavourable to Filial AffeElion. — Parental Au-
thority.—/// Effe&s of feparating the Sexes. — Social Intercourfe unknown, ex-
cept for gaming.—Their Worjhip folitary.—Feajls of New Tear.—Propenfity
to gaming.—Influence ef the Laws feems to have deflroyed the natural Cha.
rafter of the People.—Made them indifferent, or cruel.—Various Inflances of
this Remark in public and in private Life.—Remarks on Infanticide.—Perhaps
lefs general than ufually thought.—Character of Chinefe in Foreign Countries.—
Temper and Difpofition of the Chinefe.—Merchants.—Cuckoo-Clocks.—Conduil of
a Prince of the Blood.—Of the Prime Minifter.—Comparifon of the Phyfical and
Moral CharaBers of the Chinefe and Man-tchoo Tartars.—General Character of
the Nation illujlrated.

. IT may, perhaps, be laid down as an invariable maxim, that
the condition of the female part of fociety in any nation will
furnifli a tolerable juft criterion of the degree of civilization to
which that nation has arrived. The manners, habits, and pre-
vailing fentiments of women, have great influence on thofe of
the fociety to which they belong, and generally give a turn to
its character. Thus we fhall find that thofe nations, where the
moral and intellectual powers of the mind in the female fex are
held in moll eftimation, will be governed by fuch laws as are

1 beft
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T R A V E L S IN CHINA.

beft calculated to promote the general happinefs of the people;
and, on the contrary, where the perfonal qualifications of the
fex are the only objects of confideration, as is the cafe in all the
defpotic governments of Afiatic nations, tyranny, oppreflion,
and flavery are fure to prevail; and thefe perfonal accomplifh-
ments, fo far from being of ufe to the owner, ferve only to
deprive her of liberty, and the fociety of her friends; to render
her a degraded victim, fubfervient to the fenfual gratification, the
caprice, and the jealoufy of tyrant man. Among favage tribes
the labour and drudgery invariably fall heavieft on the weaker
fex.

The talents of women, in our own happy ifland, began only
in the reign of Queen Elizabeth to be held in a proper degree
of confideration. As women, they were admired and courted,
but they fcarcely could be faid to participate in the fociety of
men. In fact, the manners of our forefathers, before that reign,
were too rough for them. In Wales, wives were fold to their
hufbands. In Scotland, women could not appear as evidences in
a court of juftice. In the time of Henry the Eighth, an act
was pafied prohibiting women and apprentices from reading the
New Teftament in the Englifh language. Among the polifhed
Greeks, they were held in little eftimation. Homer degrades
all his females s he makes the Grecian princeffes weave the
web, fpin, and do all the drudgery of a modern wafherwo-
man; and rarely allows them any fhare of focial intercourfe
with the other fex. Yet the very foundations on which he has
conftructed his two matchlefs poems are women. It appears
alfo from all the dramatic writers of ancient Greece, whofe aim

T 2 was
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j 4o TRAVELS IN CHINA.

was " to hold as 'twere the mirror up to nature, to fhew the5

" very age and body of the time its form and preflure," that
notwithftanding their extreme delicacy of tafte, and rapid pro-
grefs in the fine arts, their manners were low and coarfe, and
that they were entire flrangers to any other gratification arifing
from the fociety of women, than the indulgence of the fenfual
appetite. Even the grave Herodotus mentions, in the higheft
terms of approbation, the cuftom of Babylon of felling by auc-
tion, on a certain fixed day, all the young women who had
any pretenfions to beauty, in order to raife a fum of money for
portioning off the reft of the females, to whom nature had been
lefs liberal in beftowing her gifts, and who were knocked down
to thofe who were fatisfied to take them with the leaft money.
This degradation of women would feem to be as impolitic as
it is extraordinary fince, under their guidance, the earlieft,.
and fometimes the moft indelible (I believe I may fafely add,
the beft and moft amiable) impreffions are ftamped on the youth-
ful mind. In infancy their protection is indifpenfably neceflary,
and in ficknefs, or in old age, they unquestionably afford the beft
and kindeft relief: or, as a French author has neatly obferved,
" Sans les femmeSyles deuxextremitcs de la vieferaientfans fecours,

" et le milieu fans plaifirs." " Without woman the two extre-
" mities of life would be helplefs, and the middle of it joylefs."

The Chinefe, if poflible, have impofed on their women a
greater degree of humility and reftraint than the Greeks of old,
or the Europeans in the dark ages. Not fatisfied with the phyfi-
cal deprivation of the ufe of their limbs, they have contrived,
in order to keep them the more confined, to make it a moral

crime
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TRAVELS IN CHINA. 141

crime for a woman to be feen abroad. If they fhould have 0 0
cafion to vifit a friend or relation, they muft be carried in a
clofe fedan chair : to walk would be the height of vulgarity.
Even the country ladies, who may not poflefs the luxury of a
ehair, rather than walk, fuffer themfelves to be fometimes rolled
about in a fort of covered wheelbarrow. The wives and daughters,
however, of the lower clafs are neither confined to the houfe,
nor exempt from hard and flavifh labour, many being obliged
to work with an infant upon the back, while the hufband, in
all probability, is gaming, or otherwife idling away his time.
I have frequently feen women affifting to drag a fort of light
plough, and the harrow. Nieuwhoff, in one of his prints,
taken from drawings fuppofed to be made in China, yokes, if
I miftake not, a woman to the fame plough with an afs. Should
this be the fatt, the Chii.efe are not fingular, if we may credit
the Natural Hiftorian of Antiquity *, who obferves that, to open
the fertile fields of Byzacium in Africa,, it was neceflary to wait
until the rains had foaked into the ground j " after which a
" little weakly afs, and an old woman, attached to the fame
" yoke, were fufficient to drag the plough through the foil,"
pojl imbres vili aftllo^ et a parte alterajugi ami vomerem trahente
vidimus fcindi.

In the province of Kiang-fee nothing is more common than,
to fee a woman drawing a kind of light plough, with a fingle
handle, through ground that has previoufly been prepared.
The eafier tafk of directing the machine is left to the hufband,

* Plin. lib. xvi. cap. 21.

who,
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142 T R A V E L S IN CHINA.

who, holding the plough with one hand, at the fame time whit

the other cafts the feed into the drills.

The advantages which thofe women poffefs in a higher fphere
of life, if any, are not much to be envied. Even at home, in
her own family, a woman mufl: neither eat at the fame table,
nor fit in the fame room with her hufband. And the male
children, at the age of nine or ten, are entirely feparated from
their fitters. Thus the feelings of affection, not the inftinctive
products of nature, but the offspring of frequent intercourfe
and of a mutual communication of their little wants and plea-
fures, are nipped in the very bud of dawning fentiment. A
cold and ceremonious conduct mufl be obferved on all occafions
between the members of the fame family. There is no com-
mon focus to attract and concentrate the love and refpect of
children for their parents. Each lives retired and apart from
the other. The little incidents and adventures of the day,
which furnifli the converfation among children of many a long
winter's evening, by a comfortable fire-fide, in our own coun-
try, are in China buried in filence. Boys, it is true, fome-
times mix together in fchools, but the ftiff and ceremonious be-
haviour, which conftitutes no inconfiderable part of their educa-
tion, throws a reftraint on all the little playful actions incident
to their time of life and completely fubdues all fpirit of ac-
tivity and enterprize. A Chinefe youth of the higher clafs is
inanimate, formal, and inactive, conftantly endeavouring to
aflume the gravity of years.

To
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TRAVELS IN CHINA. 143

To beguile the many tedious and heavy hours, that mull un-
avoidably occur to the fecluded females totally unqualified for
mental purfuits, the tobacco-pipe is the ufual expedient. Every
female from the age of eight or nine years wears, as an ap-
pendage to her drefs, a fmall filken purfe or pocket to hold to-
bacco and a pipe, with the ufe of which many of them are not
unacquainted at this tender age. Some indeed are conftantly
employed in working embroidery on filks, or in painting birds,
infects, and flowers on thin gauze. In the ladies' apartments of
the great houfe in which we lived at Pekin, we obferved fome
very beautiful fpecimens of both kinds in the pannels of the
partitions, and I brought home a few articles which I urider-
ftand have been much admired ; but the women who employ
their time in this manner are generally the wives and daugh-
ters of tradefmen and artificers, who are ufually the weavers
both of cottons and filks. I remember afking one of the great
officers of the court, who wore a filken veft beautifully em-
broidered, if it was the work of his lady, but the fuppofition
that his wife fhould condefcend to ufe her needle feemed to
give him offence.

Their manners in domeftic life are little calculated to pro-
duce that extraordinary degree of filial piety, or affection and
reverence towards parents, for which they have been eminently
celebrated, and to the falutary effefls of which the Jefuits have
attributed the ftability of the government. Filial duty is, in
fact, in China, lefs a moral fentiment, than a precept which
by length of time has acquired the efficacy of a pofitive law;
and it-may truly be faid to exift more in the maxims of the go-

vernment,
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144 T R A V E L S IN C H I N A .

vernment, than in the minds of the people. Had they, indeed,
confidered filial piety to be fufficiently flrong when left to its
own natural influence, a- precept or law to enforce it would
have been fuperfluous. The firft maxim inculcated in early life
is the entire fubmifllon of children to the will of their parents.
The tenour of this precept is not only " to honour thy father
xc and thy mother, that thy days may be long in the land;"
but to labour for thy father and thy mother as long as they
both fhall live, to fell thyfelf into perpetual feryitude for their
fupport, if neceflary, and to confider thy life at their difpofal.
So much has this fentiment of parental authority gained ground
by precept and habit, that to all intents and purpofes it is as bind-
ing as the ftrongeft law. It gives to the parent the esercife of
the fame unlimited and arbitrary power over his children, that
the Emperor, the common father, poflefles by law over his
people. Hence, as among the Romans, the father has the
power to fell his fon for a flave ; and this power, either from
caprice, or from poverty, or other caufes, is not unfrequently
put in force.

A law that is founded in reafon or equity feldom requires
to be explained or juftified. The government of China, in fanc-
tioning an act of parental authority that militates fo ftrongly
againft every principle of nature, or moral right and wrong,
feems to have felt the force of this remark. Their learned men
have been employed in writing volumes on the fubjecT:, the
principal aim of which appears to be that of impreffing on the
minds of the people the comparative authority of the Emperor
over his fubje&s and of a parent over his children. The rea-

fonablenefs
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TRAVELS IN CHINA. 145

fonablenefs and juftice of the latter being once eftablifhed, that
of the former, in a patriarchal government, followed of courfe;
a'nd the extent of the power delegated to the one could not in
juftice be withheld from the other. And for the better allaying
of any fcruples that might be fuppofed to arife in men's con-
fciences, it was eafy to invent any piece of fophiftry to ferve
by way of juftification for thofe unnatural parents who might
feel themfelves difpofed, or who from want might be induced,
to part with their children into perpetual flavery. A fon, fays
one of their moft celebrated lawgivers, after the death of his
father, has the power of felling his fervices for a day, or a year,
or for.life; but a father, while living, has unlimited authority
over his fon ; a father has, therefore, the fame right of felling
the fervices of his fon to another for any length of time, or even
for life.

Daughters may be faid to be invariably fold. The bride-
groom muft always make his bargain with the parents of his in-
tended bride. The latter has no choice. She is a lot in the
market to be difpofed of to the higheft bidder. The man, in-
deed, in this refpect, has no great advantage on his fide, as he
is not allowed to fee his intended wife until fhe arrives in formal
proceffion at his gate. If, however, on opening the door of
the chair, in which the lady is fhut up, and of which the key
has been fent before, he fhould diflike his bargain, he can re-
turn her to her parents ; in which cafe the articles are forfeited
that conftituted her price ; and a fum of money, in addition to
them, may be demanded, not exceeding, however, the value of

u thefe
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146 T R A V E L S IN CHINA.

thefe articles. Thefe matrimonial procefiions, attended' with
pomp and mufic, are not unlike thofe ufed by the Greeks
w.hen the bride was conducted to her hufband's houfe in a fplen-
did car; only, in the former inftance, the lady is completely
invinble to every one.

To what a degraded-condition is a female,reduced by this ab^
furd cuftom ! How^ little inducement, it would be fuppofed,
fhe could have, to appear amiable or elegant, or to ftudy her
drefs, or cramp her feet, or paint her face, knowing fhe will
be configned into the hands of the firfl man who will give the,
price that her parents have fixed upon her charms. No pre-
vious converfation is allowed to take place, no exchange of opi-
nions or comparifon of fentiments with regard to inclinations or
diflikes ; all the little filent a£ts of attention and kindnefs, which
fo eloquently fpeak to the heart, and demonftrate the fincerity
of the attachment, are utterly unfelt. In a word, that ftate of
the human heart, occafioned by the mutual affeclion between
the fexes, and from whence proceed the happieft, the moft in-
terefting, and fometimes alfo, the moft diftreffing moments of
life, has no exiftence in China. The man takes a wife becaufe
the laws of the country direcT: him to do fo, and cuftorn has
made it indifpenfable; and the woman, after marriage, con-
tinues to be the fame piece of inanimate furniture fhe always was
in her father's houfe. She fuffers no indignity, nor does fhe
feel any jealoufy or difturbance (at leaft it is prudent not to
fhew it) when her hufband brings into the fame houfe a fecond,
or a third woman. The firft is contented with the honour of

1 prefiding
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T R A V E L S IN CHINA. *47

prefiding over, and directing the concerns of, the family with-
in doors, and in hearing the children of the others calling her
mother.

It might be urged, perhaps, on the part of the hufband, that
it would be highly unreafonable for the woman to complain.
The man who purchafed her ought to have an equal right in
the fame manner to purchafe others. The cafe is materially
different where parties are united by fentiments of love and
efteem, or bound by promifes or engagements; under fuch cir-
cumftances the introduction of a fecond wife, under the fame
roof, could not fail to difturb the harmony of the family, and
occafion the moft poignant feelings of diftrefs to the firft. But
a Chinefe wife has no fuch feelings, nor does the hufband make
any fuch engagements.

Although polygamy be allowed by the government, as in-
deed it could not well happen otherwife where women are arti-
cles of purchafe, yet it is an evil that, in a great degree, cor-
rects itfelf. Nine-tenths of the community find it difficult to
rear the offspring of one woman by the labour of their hands j
fuch, therefore, are neither in circumftances, nor probably feel
much inclination, to purchafe a fecond. The general pra&ice
would, befides, be morally impoffible. In a country where fo
many female infants are expofed, and where the laws or cuf-
tom oblige every man to marry, any perfon taking to himfelf
two wives rouft leave fome other without one, unlefs indeed it
be fuppofed with the author of EE/prit des Loix^ what there
feems to be no grounds for fuppofing, that a much greater

u 2 number
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i48 T R A V E L S IN CHINA.

number of females are born than of males. But all the obfer-
vations of this lively and ingenious author with regard to China,,
and particularly the inferences he draws with refpect to climate,,
fall to the ground. It is not the vigour of natural propenfities,
as he has fuppofed, that deftroys the moral ones ; it is not the
effect of climate that makes it to be confidered among thefe
people " as a prodigy of virtue for a man to meet a fine wo-
man in a retired chamber without offering violence to her,"—
it is the effect of ftudioufly pampering the appetite, nurturing
vicious notions, confidering women as entirely fubfervient to
the pleafures of man ; and, in (hort, by fancying thofe plea-
fures in the head, rather than feeling them in the heart, that
have led them to adopt a fentiment which does the nation fo
little credit. The climate being every where temperate, and the
diet of the majority of the people moderate, I might fay
fcanty, thefe have little influence in promoting a vehement
defire for fexual intercourfe. It is indeed among the upper
ranks only and a few wealthy merchants (whom the fumptu-
ary laws, prohibiting fine houfes, gardens, carriages, and every
kind of external (hew and grandeur, have encouraged fecretly
to indulge and pamper their appetite in every fpecies of luxury
and voluptuoufnefs) where a plurality of wives are to be found.
Every great officer of ftate has his haram confiding of fix, eight,
or ten women, according to his circumftances and his inclina-
tion for the fex. Every merchant alfo of Canton has his fera-
glio ; but a poor man finds one wife quite fufficient for all his
wants, and the children of one woman as many, and fometimes
more, than he is able to fupport.

The
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TRAVELS IN CHINA. 149

The unfociable diftance which the law (or cuftom, ftronger
than law) prefcribes to be obferved between the fexes, and
the cool and indifferent manner of bargaining for a wife,
are not calculated to produce numerous inftances of cri-
minal intercourfe. Thefe, however, fometimes happen, and
the weight of punifhment always fall heavieft on the woman.
The hufband finds no difficulty in obtaining a fentence of di-
vorce, after which he may fell her for a flave and thus redeem
a part at lead of his purchafe-money. The fame thing hap-
pens in cafe a wife mould elope, inftances of which I fancy
are ftill more rare; as if fhe be of any fafhion, her feet are ill
calculated to carry her off with fpeed; and if a young girl
fhpuld chance to lofe what is ufually held to be the moft valuable
part of female reputation, fhe is fent to market by her parents
and publicly fold for a flave. In cafes of mutual diflike, or in-
compatibility of temper, the woman is generally fent back to
her parents. A woman can inherit no property, but it may be
left to her by will. If a widow has no children, or females
only, the property defcends to the neareft male relation on the
deceafed hufband's fide, but he mult maintain the daughters until
he can,provide them with hufbands~

The prohibition againft the frequent intercourfe with modeft
females, for there are public women in every great city, is not
attended here with-the effect of rendering the purfuit more
eager ; nor does it increafe the ardour, as among the ancient
Spartans who were obliged to fteal, as it were, the embraces
of their'lawful wives. In China it f'eems to have the contrary
effect of promoting that fort of connexion which, being one of

the
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iS9 T R A V E L S IN CHINA.

the greateft violations of the laws of nature, ought to be confi-
dered among the firft of moral crimes—a connexion that fiaks
the man many degrees below the brute. The cominiflion of
this deteftable and unnatural act is attended with fo little
fenfe of fliame, or feelings of delicacy, that many of the firft
officers of ftate feemed to make no hefitation in publicly avow-
ing it. Each of thefe officers is conftantly attended by his
pipe-bearer, who is generally a handfome boy from fourteen to
eighteen years of age, and is always well drefTed. In pointing
out to our notice the boys of each other, they made ufeof figns
and motions, the meaning of which was too obvious to be mif-
interpreted. The two Mahomedans, I obferve, who were in
China in the ninth century, have alfo taken notice of this cir-
cumftance : and I find in the journal of Mr. Hittner, a gentle-
man who was in that part of the fuite who accompanied the Bri-
i.lfh EmbafTador into Tartary, in fpeakingof the palaces of Gehol,
the following remark: " Dans l'un de ces palais, parmi d'autres
" chefs-d'ecuvres de Tart, on voyait deux ftatues de garc;ons, en
" marbre, d'un excellent travail; ils avaient les pieds et les
" mains lie's, et leur pofuion ne laiflait point de doute que le
*' vice des Grecs n'eut perdu fon horreur pour les Chinois. Un
** vieil eunuque nous les fit remarquer avec un fourire impu-
" dent."

It has been remarked that this unnatural crime prevails mod
in thofe countries where polygamy is allowed, that is to fay, in
thofe countries where the affe&ions of women are not con-
fulted, but their perfons purchafed for gold—a remark which
may lead to this conclufion, that it is rather a moral turpitude

than
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T R A V E L S IN CHINA. iSr

than a propenfity arifing from phyfical or local caufes. The
appetite for female intercourfe foon becomes glutted by the fa-
cility of enjoyment; and where women, fo circumftanced, can
only receive the embraces of their proprietors from a fenfe of
duty, their coldnefs and indifference, the neceflary confequence
of fuch connections, rauft alfo increafe in the men the tendency
to produce fatiety. I think it has been obferved that, even in
Europe, where females in general have the fuperior advantage
of fixing their own value upon themfelves, it is the greateft
rakes and debauchees, who,

" bred at home in idlenefs and riot,
" Ranfack for miftreffes th ' unwholefome flews,
" And never know the worth of virtuous love."

fly fometimes in fearch of frefh enjoyment in the deteftable way
here alluded to*.

I have already obferved that the ftate of domeftic fociety in
China was ill calculated to promote the affection and kindnefs
which children not only owe to, but really feel for, their parents
in many countries of Europe. A tyrant, in fad, to command,
and a flave to obey, are found in every family; for, where
the father is a defpot, the fon will naturally be a flave ; and if
ali the little ads of kindnefs and filent attentions, that create

* I fliould not have taken notice of this odious vice, had not the truth of its exifl-
ence in China been doubted by fome, and attributed by others to a wrong caufe.
Profeffing to defcrtbe the people as 1 found them, I muft endeavour to draw a faith-
ful picture, neither attempting to palliate their vices, nor to exaggerate their
•virtues-

mutual
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mutual endearments, be wanting among the members of the
fame family, living under the fame roof, it will be in vain to ex-
pect to find them in the enlarged fphere of public life. In fact,
they have no kind of friendly focieties nor meetings to talk
over the tranfactions and the news of the day. Thefe can only
take place in a free government. A Ghinefe having finifhed his
daily employment retires to his folitary apartment. There are,
it is true, a fort of public houfes where the lower orders of
people fometimes rejbrt for their cup of tea or of feau-tchoo (a
kind of ardent fpirit diftilled from a mixture of rice and other
grain) but fuch houfes are feldom, if at all, frequented for the
fake of company. They are no incitement, as thofe are of a
fimilar kind in Europe, to jovial pleafures or to vulgar ebriety.
From this odious vice the bulk of the people are entirely free.
Among the multitudes which we daily faw, in paffing from one
extremity of the country to the other, I do not recollect hav-
ing ever met with a fingle inftance of a man being dilguiled in
liquor,. In Canton, where the lower orders of people are em-
ployed by Europeans and necefiarily mix with European fea-
men, intoxication is not unfrequent among the natives, but this
vice forms no part of the general character of the people. When-
ever a few Chinefe happen to meet together, it is generally for
the purpofe of gaming, or to eat a kettle of boiled rice, or drink a
pot of tea, or fmoke a pipe of tobacco.

The upper ranks indulge at home in the ufe of opium. Great

quantities of this intoxicating drug are fmuggled into the coun-

try, notwithstanding all the precautions taken by the govern-

ment to prohibit the importation of it; but it is too expenfive

to
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to be ufed by the common people. The officers of the cuftoms
are not beyond a bribe. After receiving the fum agreed upon
between the importer and themfelves they frequently become
the purchafers of the prohibited article. Moft of the country
fhips from Bengal carry opium to China ; but that of Turkey
fent from London in the China fhips is preferred, and fells at
near double the price of the other. The governor of Canton,
after defcribing in one of his late proclamations on the fubject
the pernicious and fatal effects arifing from the ufe of opium,
obferves, " Thus it is that foreigners by the means of a vile ex-
" crementitious fubftance derive from this empire the moft
"• folid profits and advantages; but that our countrymen fhould
u blindly purfue this deftructive and enfnaring vice, even till
" death is the confequence, without being undeceived, is indeed
" a fact odious and deplorable in the higheft degree." Yet
the governor of Canton very compofedly takes his daily dofe of
opium.

The young people have no occafional afTemblies for the-
purpofe of dancing and of exercifing themfelves in feats of ac-
tivity which, in Europe, are attended with the happy effects of
fhaking off the gloom and melancholy that a life of conftant
labour or feclufion from fociety is apt to promote. They have
not even a fixed day of reft fet apart for religious worfhip.
Their acts of devotion partake of the fame folitary caft.
that prevails in their domeftic life. In none of the different
fects of religion, which at various times have been imported
into, and adopted in China, has congregational worfhip been

x incul-
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inculcated, which, to that country in particular, may be conli-
dered as a great misfortune. For, independent of religious,
confiderations, the fabbatical inftitution is attended with advan-
tages of a phyfical as well as of a moral nature; and humanity
is not lefs concerned than policy in confecrating one day out of
feven, or fome other given number, to the fervice of the great
Creator, and to reft from bodily labour. When the government
of France, in the height of her rage for innovation, fell into
the hands of atheiftical demagogues, when her temples were
polluted and every thing facred was invaded and profaned, the
feventh day was conlidered as a relic of ancient fuperftition and
the observance of it accordingly abolifhed; and, about the
fame time, it became the fafhion among a certain defcription
of people to ufe fpecious arguments againft its continuance
in our own country; as being, for example, a day for the
encouragement of idlenefs, drunkennefs, and diflipation.
Such a remark could only be applied to large cities and towns j
and in crowded manufacturing towns the mechanic, who can
fubfift by working three days in the week, would be at no lofs
in rinding opportunities, were there no fabbath day, in the courfe
of the other four to commit irregularities. And who, even for
the fake of the mechanic and artificer, would wifh to fee the
labouring peafant deprived of one day's reft, out of feven, which
to him is more precious than the wages he has hardly earned
the other fix ? What man, poffefled of common feelings of
humanity, in beholding the decent and modeft hufbandman,
accompanied by his family in their beft attire attending the
parifti-church, does not participate in the fmile of con-
tent which on this day particularly beams on his countenance,

and
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and befpeaks the ferenity of his mind ? Having on this day dis-
charged his duty to God, refrefhed his body with reft, enjoyed
the comfort of clean clothing, and exercifed his mind in con-
verfing with his neighbours, he returns with double vigour to
his daily labour; having, as Mr. Addifon obferves in one of
his Spectators, rubbed off the ruft of the week.

The firft of the new year in China, and a few fucceeding
days, are the only holidays, properly fpeaking, that are obferved
by the working part of the community. On thefe days the
pooreft peafant makes a point of procuring new clothing for
himfelf and his family; they pay their vifits to friends and
relations, interchange civilities and compliments, make and re-
ceive prefents ; and the officers of government and the higher
ranks give feafts and entertainments. But even in thofe feafts there
is nothing that bears the refemblance of conviviality. The
guefts never partake together of the fame fervice of dimes, but
each has frequently his feparate table ; fometimes two, but never
more than four, fie at the fame table; and their eyes mull con-
ftantly be kept upon the mailer of the feaft, to watch all his
motions, and to obferve every morfel he puts into his mouth,
and every time he lifts the cup to his lips; for a Chinefe of good-
breeding can neither eat nor drink without a particular cere-
mony, to which the guefts mull pay attention. If a perfon in-
vited fhould, from ficknefs or any accident, be prevented from
fulfilling his engagement, the portion of the dinner that was in-
tended to be placed on his table is fent in proceflion to his own
houfe; a cuftom that ftrongly points out the very little notion

x 2 they
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they entertain of (he facial pleafures of the table. It is cuftom-
ary to fend after each gueft the remains even of his dinner.
Whenever in the courfe of our journey we vifited a governor
or viceroy of a province, we generally found him at the head
of a range of tables, covered with a multitude of dimes, which
invariably were marched after us to the yachts. Martial, if I
miftake not, has fotne allufion to a fimilar cuftom among the
Romans. Each carried his own napkin to a feaft, which being:
filled with the remains of the entertainment was fent home by
a flave ; but this appears to have been done more out of compli-
ment to the hoft, to fhew the great efteem in which they held
his cheer, than for the fake of the viands; for the Romans
loved conviviality.

The Chinefe alfo, like the ancient Egyptians as exemplified
in the enormous mefs which Jofeph gave to little Benjamin
above the reft of his brothers, teftify, on all occafions, that they
confider the meafure of a man's ftomach to depend more upon
the rank of its owner than either his bulk or appetite. The Em-
baffador's allowance was at leaft five times as great as that of any
perfon in his fuite. In this particular, however, thefe nations
are not fingular, neither in ancient nor in modern times. The
kings of Sparta, and indeed every Grecian hero, were always
fuppofed to eat twice the quantity of. a common foldier ; and
the only difference with regard to our heroes of the prefent day
confifts in their being enabled to convert quantity into quality,
an advantage for which they are not a little indebted to thq
invention of money, into which all other articles can be com-
muted.

What-
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Whatever may be the occafion of bringing together a few
idlers, they feldom part without trying their luck at fome game
of chance for which a Chinefe is never unprepared. He rarely
goes abroad without a pack of cards in his pocket or a pair of
dice. Both of thefe, like almoft every thing elfe in the coun-
try, are different from fimilar articles elfewhere. Their cards
are much more numerous than ours, and their games much
more complicated. Nor are they at any lofs, even if none of
the party fhould happen to be furnifhed with cards or dice ; on
fuch an emergency their fingers are employed to anfwer the
purpofe, which are all that is required to play the game of Tfoi-
moi, a game of which the lower clafs of people is particularly-
fond. Two perfons, fitting directly oppofite to each other,
raife their hands at the fame moment, when each calls out the
number he gueffes to be the fum of the fingers expanded by
himfelf and his adverfary. The clofed fift is none, the thumb
one, the thumb and forefinger two, &c. fo that the chances lie
between o and 5, as each muft know the number held out by
himfelf. The middling clafs of people likewife play at this
game when they give entertainments where wine is ferved, and
the lofer is always obliged to drink off a cup of wine. At this
childifh game two perfons will fometimes play to a very late
hour, till he who has had the worft of the game has been,
obliged to drink fo much wine that be can no longer fee either to
count his own or his adverfary's fingers. I have thus particularly
noticed the Chinefe ctfoi-moi^ on account of the extraoidinary
coincidence between it and a game in ufe am;.;ng the Romans,
to which frequent allufion is made by Cicero. In a note by
Melan&hon on Cicero's Offices it is thus delcribed. " Mkare
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" digitis, ludi genus eft. Sic ludentes, fimul digitos alterius
" manus quot volunt citiffirne erigunt, et fimul ambo divinant
" quot fimul erecti fint; quod qui definivit, lucratus eft: unde
" acri vifu opus, et multa fide, ut cum aliquo in tenebris mices."
" Mlcare digith, is a kind of game. Thofe who play at it
" ftretch out, with great quicknefs, as many fingers of one hand
** each, as they pleafe, and at the fame inftant both guefs how
" many are held up by the two together ; and he who guefTes
** right wins the game : hence a flaarp fight is neceflary, and
" alfo great confidence when it is played in the dark."

The Chinefe have certainly the acer vlfus^ but I doubt much
whether they have faith enough in each other's integrity to play
at the game of fingers in the dark, which, in the opinion of Ci-
cero, was a ftrong teft of a truly honeft man. The fame game
is faid to be ftill played in Italy under the name of Morra *.

The officers about Yuen-min-yuen ufed to play a kind of chefs,
which appeared to me to be effentially different from that game
as played by the Perfians, the Indians, and other oriental nations,
both with regard to the lines drawn on the board, the form of
the chefs-men, and the moves, from which I fhould rather con-
clude it to be a game of their own invention, than an introduc-
tion either from India or by the army of Gengh-khany as fome
authors have conjectured.

* Adam's Roman Antiquities.

The
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The fpirit of gaming is fo univerfal in moft of the towns
and cities, that in almoft every bye-corner, groupes are to be
found playing at cards or throwing dice. They are accufed
even of frequently ftaking their wives and children on the ha-
zard of a die. It may eafily be conceived that where a man
can fell his children into flavery, there can be little remorfe,
in the bread of a gamefter reduced to his laft flake, to rifk
the lofs of what the law has fanftioned him to difpofe of.
Yet we are very gravely affured by fome of the reverend miffion-
aries, that " the Chinefe are entirely ignorant of all games of
" chance ;" that " they can enjoy no amufements but fuch as are
" authorized by the laws." Thefe gentlemen furely could not
be ignorant that one of their moft favourite fports is cock-fight-
ing, and that this cruel and unmanly amnfement, as they are
pleafed to confider it, is full as eagerly purfued by the upper
claffes in China as, to their fhame and difgrace be it fpoken, it
continues to be by thofe in a fimilar fituation in fome parts of
Europe. The training of quails for the fame cruel purpofe of
butchering each other furnilhes abundance of employment for
the idle and diflipated. They have even extended their enqui-
ries after fighting animals into the infe£t tribe, in which they
have difcovered afpecies of gryllus, orlocuft, that will attack each
other with fuch ferocity as feldom to quit their hold without
bringing away at the fame time a limb of their antagonift.
Thefe little creatures are fed and kept apart in bamboo cages %
and the cuftom of making them devour each other is fo com-
mon that, during the fummer months, fcarcely a boy is feen
without his cage and his grafshoppers.

I have
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I have already had occafion to obferve that the natural difpofi-
tion of the Chinefe fhould feem to have fuffered almoft a total
change by the influence of the laws and maxims of government,
an influence which, in this country more than elfewhere, has
given a bias to the manners, fentiments, and moral character of
the people ; for here every ancient proverb carries with it the
force of a law. While they are by nature quiet, paffive, and
timid, the ftate of fociety and the abufe of the laws by which
they are governed, have rendered them indifferent, unfeeling,
and even cruel, as a few examples, which among many others
occurred, will but too clearly bear evidence ; and as the parti-
cular inftances, from which I have fometimes drawn an inference,
accorded with the common actions and occurrences of life, I have
not hefitated to confider them as fo many general features in their
moral character j at the fame time I am aware that allowances
ought to be made for particular ways of thinking, and for cuf-
toms entirely diffimilar from our own, which are, therefore,
not exactly to be appreciated by the fame rule as if they had
Occurred in our own country. The public feafts of Sparta, in
which the girls danced naked in prefence of young men, had
not the fame effect on the Lacedemonian youth, as they might
be fuppofed to produce in.Europe ; nor is the delicacy of the
Hindoo women offended by looking on the Lingam. Thus
the Chinefe are entitled to our indulgence by the peculiar cir-
eumftances under which they are placed, but I leave it in the
fereaft of the reader to make what allowance he may think they
deferve.

The
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The common practice of flogging with the bamboo has gene-
rally been confidered by the miffionaries in the light of a gen-
tle correction, exercifed by men in power over their inferiors,
juft as a father would chaftife his fon, but not as a punifhment
to which difgrace is attached. However lightly thefe gentle-
men may chufe to treat this humiliating chaftifement, to which
all are liable from the prime minifter to the peafant, it is but
too often inflidter! in the anger and by the caprice of a man in
office, and fr^-juciitly with circumftances of unwarrantable
cruelty and injuftice. Of the truth of this remark we had feve-
ral inftances. In our return down the Pel-ho, the water being
confiderably i lallower tuan when v'e fir ft failed up this river,
one of our accommodation barges got aground in the middle of
the night. The air was piercing cold, and the poor creatures
belonging to the vefiel were bufy until funrife in the midft of
the river, ufing their endeavours to get her off. The reft
of the fleet had proceeded, and the patience of the fu-
perintending officer at length being exhaufted, he ordered
his foldiers to flog the captain and the whole crew; which was
accordingly done in a moft unmerciful manner : and this was
their only reward for the ufe of the yacht, their time and
labour for two days. The inftance of degrading an officer and.
flogging all his people, becaufe the meat brought for our ufe
was a little tainted when the temperature was at 88° in the
fliade, I have already had occafion to notice.

Whenever the wind was contrary, or it was found neceflary
so track the veflels againft the ftream, a number of men were
employed for this purpofe. The poor creatures were always

Y preffed
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prefled into this difagreeable and laborious fervice, for which
they were to receive about fixpence a day fo long' as they
tracked, without any allowance being made to them for return-
ing to the place from whence they were forced. Thefe people
knowing the difficulty there was of getting others to fupply their
places, and that their fervices would be required until fuch {hould
be procured, generally deferted by night, difregarding their pay*
In order to procure others, the officers difpatched their foldiera
to the neareft village, taking the inhabitants by furprize and
forcing them out of their beds to join the yachts. Scarcely
a night occurred in which fome poor wretches did not fuffer
the lafhes of the foldiers for attempting to efcape, or for pleading
the excufe of old age, or infirmity. It was painful to behold
the deplorable condition of fome of thefe creatures. Several
were half naked and appeared to be wafting and languifhing
for want of food. Yet the tafk of dragging along the veflels
was far from being light. Sometimes they were under the ne-
ceffity of wading to the middle in mud; fometimes to fwim
acrofs creeks, and immediately afterwards to expofe their naked
bodies to a fcorching fun ; and they were always driven by a
foldier or the li£tor of fome petty police officer carrying in his
hand an enormous whip, with which he lafhed them with as
little reluctance as if they had been a team of horfes.

The Dutch Embafly proceeded by land to the capital, in the
middle of winter, when the rivers and canals were frozen. The
thermometer was frequently from 8 to 16 degrees below the
freezing point, and the face of the country was moftly covered
with ice and fnow; yet they were often under the necef-

3
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fity of travelling all night; and the peafantry, who were prefled
to carry the prefents and their baggage, notwithftanding their
heavy loads, were obliged to keep up with them as long as they
could. In the courfe of two nights, Mr. Van Braam obferves,
not lefs than eight of thefe poor wretches actually expired
under their burdens, through cold, hunger, fatigue, and the
cruel treatment of their drivers.

It had been the practice of feme of the gentlemen of the
Britifh embafly, in their return through the country, to waik
during a part of the day, and to join the barges towards the
hour of dinner. One day an officer cf high rank took it into
his head to interrupt them in their ufual walk, and for this
purpofe difpatched after them nine or ten of his foldiers, who
forced them in a rude manner to return to the vefTels. Our
two conductors Van and C/JOU, coming up at the time, and be-
ing made acquainted with the circumftance, gave to each of the
foldiers a moft fevere flogging. One of thefe, who had been
particularly infolent, had his ears bored through with iron wire,
and his hands bound to them for feveral days. The viceroy
of Canton was at this time with the embaffy, and being in rank
fuperior to the offending officer, he ordered the latter to appear
before him, gavj hira a fevere reprimand, and fentenced him to
receive fcity ftrokes of the bamboo as a gentle correction. Our
two Chinefe friends were particularly preffing that the gentlemen
infulted fhould be prefent at the punifhment of the officer, and
it was not without difficulty they could be perfuaded that fuch a
fcene would not afford them any gratification. It happened alfo,
in the Dutch embafly, that an inferior officer was flogged and

y 2 dif-
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difgraced by their conductors for not having in readinefs a fuf-
ficient number of coolies or porters to proceed with the baggage,
and to carry the fedan chairs in which they travelled.

The tyranny that men in office exercife over the multitude,
and each other, is perfectly agreeable to the fyftematic fub-
ordination which the law has fanclioned. But as authority is a
dangerous depofit in the hands of the wifeft, and leads fome-
limes the moft wary to

" Play fuch fantaftic tricks before high heaven

" A3 make the angels weep,"

what muft the effe&s of it be when vefted in an illiterate Chl-
nefe or rude Tartar who has no other talent or recommenda-
tion for his authority than the power alone which his office
allows him to exercife I

Several inftances however occurred in the courfe of our jour-
ney through the country, which feerned to mark the fame unfeel-
ing and hard-hearted difpofition to exift between perfons of equal
condition in life, as in men in office over their inferiors. One
of thefe afForded an extraordinary trait of inhumanity. A poor
fellow at Macao, in the employ of the Britifh factory there,
fell by accident from a wall and pitched upon his fkull. His
companions took him up with very little appearance of life
and, in this ftate, were carrying him away towards the fkirts
of the town, where they were met by one of the medical gen-
tlemen belonging to the embafly. He interrogated them what
they meant to do with the unfortunate man, and was very?

coolly.
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coolly anfwered, they were going to bury him. Having ex-
preffed his aftonifhment that they fhould think of putting a
man into tue grave before the breath was out of his body, they
replied that they were of opinion he never could recover, and
that if they carried him home he would only be a trouble and
expence to his friends fo long as he remained in a fituation which
rendered him unable to affift himfelf. The man, however, by
the humanity and attention of Doctor Scott, was reftored again
to his family and to thofe friends who knew fo well to appre-
ciate the value of his life.

The doctor however was not aware of the rifk he ran in thus
exercifmg his humanity, as by a law of the country, which ap-
pears to us extraordinary, if a wounded man be taken into the-
protection and charge of any perfon with a view to effect his
recovery, and he fhould happen to die under his hands, the per-
fon into whofe care he was laft taken is liable to be punifhed
with death, unlefs he can produce undeniable evidence to prove
how the wound was made, or that he furvived it forty days.
The confequence of fuch a law is, that if a perfon mould happen
to be mortally wounded in an affray, he is fuffered to die in the
ftrects, from the fear (mould any one take charge of him) of
being made refponfible for his life.

A Unking inftance of the fatal effects of fuch a law happened
at Canton lately. A fire broke out in the fuburbs and three
Chinefe, in affifting to extinguim it, had their limbs fractured
and were otherwife dreadfully wounded by the falling of a wall.
The furgeon of the Englifh factory, with all the alacrity to ad-

minifter
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minifter relief to fufFering humanity, which characterizes the pro-
feffion in Britain, directed them to be carried to the fa&ory, and
was preparing to perform amputation, as the only poffible means
of faving their lives, when one of the Hong merchants having
heard what was going on ran with great hafte to the place,
and entreated the furgeon by no means to think of performing
any operation upon them, but rather to fuffer them to be taken
away from the factory as fpeedily as poffible ; adding that, how-
ever good his intentions might be, if any one of the patients
fhould die under his hands, he would inevitably be tried for mur-
der, and the mod mitigated punifhment would be that of bunifh-
ment for life into the wilds of Tartary. The wounded Chinefe
were accordingly removed privately, and, no doubt, abandoned
to their fate.

The operation of fuch a barbarous law (for fo it appears
to us) will ferve to explain the conduct of the Chinefe in the
following inftance. In the courfe of our journey down the
grand canal we had occafion to witnefs a fcene, which was
confidered as a remarkable example of a want of fellow-feeling.
Of the number of perfons who had crowded down to the banks of
the canal feveral had pofted themfelves upon the high project-
ing ftern of an old veflel which, unfortunately, breaking down
with the weight, the whole groupe tumbled with the wreck into
the canal, juft at the moment when the yachts oi the embafly were
paffing. Although numbers of boats were failing about the place,
none were perceived to go to the affiftance of thofe that were ftrug-
gling in the water. They even feemed not to know that fuch an
accident had happened, nor could the fhrieks of the boys,

float-
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floating on pieces of the wreck, attract their attention. One
fellow was obfcrved very bufily employed in picking up, with
his boat-hook, the hat of a drowning man. It was in vain we
endeavoured to prevail on the people of our veffel to heave to
and fend the boat to their affiftance. It is true, we were then
going at the rate of feven miles an hour, which was the plea
they made for not flopping. I have no doubt that feveral of
thefe unfortunate people rauft inevitably have perifhed.

Being thus infenfible to the fufferings of their companions
and countrymen, little compaffion is to be expected from them
towards ftrangers. From a manufcript journal, kept by a gen-
tleman in the fuite of the Dutch Embaffador, it appears that,
on their route to the capital, the writer felt an inclination to try
his fkaits on a fheet of ice that they paffed by the road-fide ; he
was alfo urged to it by the conducting officers. Having pro-
ceeded to fome diftance from the fhore, the ice gave way and
he fell in up to the neek. The Chinefe, inftead of rendering
him any affiftance, in the abfence of his own countrymen who
had gone forwards, ran away laughing at this accident and
left him to fcramble out as well as he could, which was not
effected without very great difficulty.

But, if further proofs were wanting to eftablifh the infenfible
and incompaffionate characler of the Chinefe, the horrid prac-
tice of infanticide, tolerated by cuftom and encouraged by the
government, can leave no doubt on this fubjed.—I venture to
fay encouraged, becaufe where the Iegiflature does not inter-
fere to prevent crimes, it certainly may be faid to lend them its

countenance,
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countenance. No law, however, allows, as I obferve it noticed
m a modern author of reputation, a father to expofe all the
daughters and the third fon. I believe the laws of China do
not fuppofe fuch an unnatural crime to exift, and have there-
fore provided no punifhment for it. It is true, they have left a
child to the entire difpofal of the father, concluding, perhaps,
that if his feelings will not prevent him from doing it an injury,
no other confideration will. Thus, though the coramiffion of
infanticide be frequent in China, it is confidered as more pru-
dent to wink at it as an inevitable evil which natural affecYion
will better correct than penal flatutes; an evil that, on the other
hand, if publicly tolerated, would directly contradidt the grand
principle of filial piety, upon which their fyftem of obedience
refts, and their patriarchal form of government is founded.

It is, however, tacitly confidered as a part of the duty of the
police of Pekin to employ certain perfons to go their rounds,
at an early hour in the morning, with carts, in order to pick up
fuch bodies of infants as may have been thrown out into the
ftreets in the courfe of the night. No inquiries are made, but the
bodies are carried to a common pit without the city walls, into
which all thofe that may be living, as well as thofe that are dead,
are faid to be thrown promifcuoufly. At this horrible pit of de-
flru&ion the Roman Catholic mifiionaries, eftablifhed in Pekin,
attend by turns as a part of the duties of their office, in order,
as one of them exprefled himfelf to me on this fubjedt, to chufe
among them thofe that are the mod lively, to make future
profelytes, and by the adminifiration of baptifm to fuch of the

reft
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reft as might be ftill alive, pour hurfauver Vame. The Mahome-
dans who, at the time that their fervices were ufeful in affifting to
prepare the national calendar, had a powerful influence at
Court, did much better : thefe zealous bigots to a religion,
whofe leaft diftinguifhing feature is that of humanity, were,
however, on thefe occafions, the means of faving the lives of all
the little innocents they poflibly could fave from this maw of
death, which was an humane act, although it might be for the
purpofe of bringing them up in the principles of their own faith.
I was affured by one of the Chriftian miflionariesj with whom I
had daily converfation during a reildence of five weeks within-
the walls of the Emperor's palace at Yuen-min-yuen, and who
took his turn in attending, pour leur fauver tame, that fuch
fcenes were fometimes exhibited on thefe occafions as to make
the feeling mind fhudder with horror. When I mention that
dogs and fwine are let loofe in all the narrow ftreets of the ca-
pital, the reader may conceive what will fometimes neceflarily
happen to the expofed infants, before the police-carts can pick
them up.

The number of children thus unnaturally and inhumanly

Slaughtered, or interred alive, in the courfe of a year, is diffe-
rently ftated by different authors, fome making it about ten
and others thirty thoufand in the whole empire. The truth, as
generally happens, may probably lie about the middle. The
miffionaries, who alone poffefs the means of afcertaining nearly
the number that is thus facrificed in the capital, differ very ma-
terially in their ftatements: taking the mean, as given by thofe
with whom we conyerfed on the fubjed, I {hould conclude that

z about
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about twenty-four infants were, on an average, in Pekin, daily
carried to the pit of death where the little innocents that have
not yet breathed their laft are condemned without remorfe,

to be (lifted in the vault,
" To whofe fou! mouth no healthfome air breathes in,

" And there die."

This calculation gives nine tboufand nearly for the capital
alone, where it is fuppofed about an equal number are expofed
to that of all the other parts of the empire. Thofe, whofe
conftant refidence is upon the water, and whofe poverty, or fu-
perftition, or total infenfibility, or whatever the caufe may be
that leads them to the perpetration of an act againft which na-
ture revolts, fometimes, it is faid, expofe their infants by
throwing them into the canal or river with a gourd tied round
their necks, to keep the head above water, and preferve them
alive until fome humane perfon may be induced to pick them
up. This hazardous experiment, in a country where humanity
appears to be reduced to fo low an ebb, can only be confidered
as an aggravation of cruelty. I have feen the dead body of an
infant, but without any gourd, floating down the river of Can-
ton among the boats, and the people feemed to take no more
notice of it than if it had been the carcafe of a dog : this, indeed,
would in all probability have attracted their attention, dogs being
an article of food commonly ufed by them ; the miferable half-
famifhed Chinefe, living upon the water, are glad to get any
thing in the fhape of animal food, which they will even eat in a
ftate of putrefaction. Yet, little-fcrupulous as they are with

i regard
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regard to diet, I am not credulous enough to believe the infor-
mation of a Swedifh author* to be correct in his ftatementofa
cure for a certain difeafe, though " he has no reafon to doubt
of the fadt," per Ttwo^a.yia.v alternis diebusy alternis jejunio—by
eating children every other day I

A picture fo horrid in its nature as the expofing of infants
prefents to the imagination is not to be furpafled among the
moft favage nations. The celebrated legiflator of Athens made
no law to punifh parricide, becaufe he confidered it as a crime
againft nature, too heinous ever to be committed, and that the
bare fuppofition of fuch a crime would have difgraced the coun-
try. The Chinefe, in like manner, have no pofitive law againft in-
fanticide. The laws of the rude and warlike Spartans allowed
infanticide, of which, however, the parents were not the per-
petrators, nor the abettors. Nor, among thefe people, were the
weak and fickly children, deemed by the magiftrates unlikely
ever to become of ufe to themfelves, or to the public^ thrown
into the OCTTOBYIK^ or common repolitory of the dead bodies of
children, until life had been previously extinguifhed, we will
charitably fuppofe, by gentle and the leaft painful means.

The expofing of children, however, it muft be allowed, was
very common among the ancients. The ftern and rigid virtues
of the Romans allowed this among many other cuftoms, that
were more unnatural than amiable, and fuch as in civilized fo-
cieties of the prefent day would have been confidered among
the moft atrocious of moral crimes. A Roman father, if his iu-

* Mr. Torreen.

z 2 fant
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fant was meant to be preferved, lifted it from the ground in hi
arms; if he negle&ed that ceremony, the child, it would feem,
was confidered as doomed to expofure in the highway. Thus,
in the Andrian of Terence, where, though the fcene is not laid
in Rome, Roman cuftoms are defcribed, " quidquid peperiflet,
" decreverunt tollere." " Let it be boy or girl they have re-
" folved to lift it from the ground." Nor indeed is fecret in-
fanticide unknown in modern Europe, although it may be ow-
ing to a difFerent principle. In fuch eafes, the fenfe of ihame and
the fear of encountering the fcorn and obloquy of the world
have determined the conduit of the unhappy mother, before
the feelings of nature could have time to operate. For I am
willing to hope that none who had ever experienced a mother's
feelings and a mother's joy would confent by any means, diredt
or indirect,. or under any impreffion of fear of Ihame, of fcorn,
or biting penury, to the deftruction of a new-born babe. And
I may venture to fay with confidence, that a Britifh cottager,
however indigent, would divide his fcanty pittance among a
dozen children rather than confent to let fome of them perifh,
that he and the reft might fare the better, were even our laws,
as tacit on this fubje<3: as thofe of China.

Some of the Chriftian miffionaries, in their accounts of this
country, have attempted to palliate the unnatural ac~t of expof-
ing infants, by attributing it to the midwife, who they pretend
to fay, from knowing the circutnftances of the parents, ftrangle
the child without the knowledge of the mother, telling her that
the infant was ftill-born. Others have afcribed the practice to a
belief in the metempfycofis, or tranfrnigration of fouls into

other
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other bodies; that the parents, feeing their children mult
be doomed to poverty, think it is better at once to let the
foul efcape in fearch of a more happy afylum, than to linger in
one condemned to want and wretchednefs. No degree of fu-
perftition, one would imagine, could prevail upon a parent to
reafon thus, in that mod anxious and critical moment when
the combined efforts of hope and fear, of exquifite joy and
fevere pain, agitate by turns the mother's breaft. Befides, the
Chinefe trouble themfelves very little with fuperftitious notions,
unlefs where they apprehend fome perfonal danger. Nor is it
more probable that the midwife fhould take upon herfelf the
commiffion of a concealed and voluntary murder of an innocent
and helplefs infant, for the fake of fparing thofe feelings in an-
other, of which the fuppofitiori implies fhe could not poffibly
partake; and if fhe fhould be encouraged by the father, whofe
affections for an infant child may be more gradually unfolded
than the mother's, to perpetrate fo horrid an act, we mud allow
that to the exiftence of unnatural and murtherous parents mufl
be added that of hired ruffians; fo that Chinefe virtue would
gain little by fuch a fuppofition.

It is much more probable that extreme poverty ( and hopelefs
indigence, the frequent experience of direful famines, and the
fcenes of mifery and calamity occafioned by them> afting on
minds whofe affections are not very powerful, induce this unna-
tural crime which common cuftom has encouraged, and which is
not prohibited by pofitive law. That this is the cafe, and that fu-
ture advantages are not overlooked, will appear from the cir-
cumftance of almoft all the infants that are expofed being fe-

males,
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males, who are the leaft able to provide for themfelves, and the
leaft profitable to their parents; and the practice is moll fre-
quent in crowded cities, where not only poverty more com-
monly prevails, but fo many examples daily occur of inhuma-
nity, of fummary punifhments, ads of violence and cruelty,
that the mind becomes callous and habituated to fcenes that once
would liave fhocked, and is at length fcarcely fufceptible of the
enormity of crimes.

I am afraid, however, it is but too common a practice even in
the remoteft corners of the provinces. A refpedtable French mif-
fionary, now in London, who was many years in Fo-kien, told
me that he once happened to call on one of his converts juft at
the moment his wife was brought to-bed. The devoted infant
was delivered to the father in order to be plunged into a jar of
water that was prepared for the purpofe. The miflionary ex-
poftulated with the man on the heinoufnefs of an act that was a
crime agairift God and nature. The man perfifted that, having
already more than he could fupport, it would be a greater crime
to preferve a life condemned to want and mifery, than to take it
away without pain. The miflionary, finding that no argument
of his was likely to divert him from his purpofe, obferved
" that, as a Chriflian, he could not refufe him the fatisfaclion of
" faving the infant's foul by baptifrn." During the ceremony, as
the father held the infant in his arms he happened to fix his
eyes on its face, when the miflionary thought he peiceived the
feelings of nature begin to work ; and he protruded the cere-
mony to give time for the latent fpark of parental affection to
kindle into flame. When the ceremony was ended; " Now,"

fays
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fays the mlffionary, " I have done my duty in faving a foul
*' from perilling." " And T," rejoined the man, " will do
" mine, by faving its life," and hurried away with the infant to
depofit it in the bofom of its mother.

How very weak then, in reality, rauft be the boafted filial
affection of the Chinefe for their parents, when they fcruple not
to become the murderers of their own children, towards whom,
according to the immutable laws of nature, the force of affection
will ever be ftronger than for thofe whom the laws of China, in
preference, have commanded to be protected and fupported
when rendered incapable of aflifting themfelves. The truth of
this obfervation, which I believe few will call in queftion, is a
ftrong proof that, as I have already remarked, filial piety
among the Chinefe may rather be confidered in the light of an
ancient precept, carrying with it the weight of a pofitive law,
than the effect of fentiment.

It is right to mention here (what however is no palliation of
the crime, though a diminution of the extent of it) a circum-
ftance which I do not recollect to have feen noticed by any
author. a>;d the truth of which I have too good authority
to call in qi;cflion. As every corpfe great and fmall mull be
carried 10 a place of burial at a confiderable diftance without
the city, and as cuftom requires that all funerals fhould be con.-
duded with very heavy expences, people in Pekin, even thofe
in comfortable circumftances, make no hefitation in laying
in bafkets ftill-born children, or infants who may die the
firft month, knowing that they will be taken up by the police.

This
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This behig the cafe, we may eafily conceive that, in a city faid
to contain three millions of people, a great proportion of the
nine thoufand, which we have fuppofed to be annually expofed,
may be of the above defcription. According to the rules of po-
litical arithmetic, and fuppofing half of thofe who died to be ex-
pofed, the number would be diminifhed to about 4000. The ex-
pence attending a Chinefe funeral is more extravagant than an
European can well conceive. A rich Hong merchant at Canton
is known to have kept his mother near twelve months above
ground, becaufe it was not convenient for him to bury her in a
manner fuitable to his fuppofed wealth and ftation.

I am informed alfo that foundling hofpitals do exift in China,
but that they are on a fmall fcale, being raifed and fupported by
donations of individuals, and their continuance is therefore
as precarious as the wealth of their charitable founders.

Thefe unfavourable features in the character of a people, whofc
natural difpofition is neither ferocious nor morofe; but, on the
contrary, mild, obliging, and cheerful, can be attributed only to
the habits in which they have been trained, and to the heavy
hand of power perpetually hanging over them. That this is
actually the cafe may be inferred from the general conduct and
character of thofe vaft multitudes who, from time to time, have
emigrated to the Phillipine iflands, Batavia, Pulo Pinang and
other parts of our Eaft Indian fettlements. In thofe places they
are not lefs remarkable for their honefty, than for their peace-
able and induftrious habits. To the Dutch in Batavia they are

mafons,
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mafons, carpenters, tailors, fhoemakers, fhopkeepers, bankers,
and, in fhort, every thing. Indolence and luxury are there
arrived to fuch a height that, without the afliftance of the
Chinefe, the Dutch would literally be in danger of ftarving.
Yet the infamous government of that place, in the year 1741,
caufed to be maflacred, in cold blood, many thoufands of thefe
harmlefs people who offered no refiftance; neither women nor
children efcaped the fury of thefe blood-hounds.

In thefe places it appears alfo, that their quicknefs at inven-
tion is not furpaffed by accuracy of imitation, for which they
have always been accounted remarkably expert in their own
country. Man is, by nature, a hoarding animal; and his en-
deavours to accumulate property will be proportioned to the
fecurity and ftability which the laws afford for the poffeffion
and enjoyment of that property. In China, the laws regarding
property are infufficient to give it that fecurity: hence the talent
of invention is there feldom exercifed beyond fuggefting the
means of providing for the firft neceffities and the moft preffing
wants. A man, indeed, is afraid here to be confidered as
wealthy, well knowing that fome of the rapacious officers of
the ftate would find legal reafons to extort his riches from him,

The exterior deportment of every clafs in China is uncommon-
ly decent, and all their manners mild and engaging; but even thefe
among perfons of any rank are confidered as objeds worthy the
interference of the legiflature ; hence it follows that they are cere-
monious without fmcerity, ftudious of the forms only of politenefs

A A without.
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without either the eafe or elegance of good-breeding. An inferior
makes a £ham attempt to fall on his knees before his fuperior, and
the latter afFeds a flight motion to raife him. A common lalutation
has its mode prefcribed by the court of ceremonies ; and any
neglect or default in a pkbean towards his fuperior is punifhable
by corporal chaftifement, and in men in office by degradation or
fufpenfion. In making thus the exterior and public manners of
the people a concern of the legiflature, fociety in many refpects
was confiderably benefited. Between equals, and among the
lower orders of people, abufive language is very unufual, and
they feldom proceed to blows. If a quarrel fhould be carried
to this extremity, the conteft is rarely attended with more feri-
ous confequences than the lofs of the long lock of hair growing
from the crown of the head, or the rent of their clothes. The
act of drawing a fword, or prefenting a piftol, is fufficient to
frighten a common Chinefe into convulfions ; and their war-
riors- fhew but few fymptoms of bravery. The Chinefe may
certainly be confidered among the moft timid people orr the
face of the earth ; they feem to pofTefs neither perfonal courage,
nor the leaft prefence of mind in dangers or difficulties ; con-
fequences that are derived probably from the influence of the
moral over the phyfical character. Yet there is perhaps no
country where acts of fuicide occur more frequently than in
China, among the women as well as the men : fuch acts being
marked with no difgrace, are not held in any. abhorrence. The
government, indeed, fhould feem to hold out encouragement to
fuicide, by a very common practice of mitigating the fentence
of death, in allowing the criminal to be his own executioner.

The
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The late viceroy of Canton, about two years ago, put an end
to his life by fwallowing his ftone friuff-bottle, which ftuck in
the oefophagus; and he died in excruciating agonies.

In a government, where every man is liable to be made a flave,
where every man is fubject to be flogged with the bamboo at
the nod of one of the loweft rank of thofe in office, and where
he is compelled to kifs the rod that beats him or, which amounts
to the fame thing, to thank the tyrant on his knees for the trou-
ble he has taken to correct his morals, high notions of honour
and dignified fentiments are not to be expe&ed. Where the
maxims of the government commanding, and the opinions of
the people agreeing, that corporal punifliment may be in-
flicted, on the ground of a favour conferred upon the perfon
punifhed, a principle of humiliation is admitted that is well
calculated to exclude and obliterate every notion of the dignity
of human nature.

A flave, in fact, cannot be difhonoured. The condition it-
felf of being dependent upon and fubject to the caprice of
another, without the privilege of appeal, is fuch a degraded ftate
of the human fpecies, that thofe who are unfortunately re-
duced to it have no further ignominy or fenfe of fhame to un-
dergo. The vices of fuch a condition are innumerable, and they
appear on all occafions among this people celebrated (rather un-
defervedly I think) for their polifhed manners and civilized go-
vernment. A Ghinefe merchant will cheat, whenever an op-
portunity offers him the means, becaufe he is confidered to be

A A 2 incaDable
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incapable of adUng honeftly ; a Chinefe peafant will fteal when

ever he can do it without danger of being dete&ed, becaufe the

punifhment is only the bamboo, to which he is daily liable ;

and a Chinefe prince, or a prime minifter, will extort the pro-

perty of the fubject, and apply it to his private ufe, whenever

he thinks he can do it with impunity. The only check upon

the rapacity of men in power is the influence of fear, arifing

from the poffibility of detection : the love of honour, the dread

of fhame, and a fenfe of juftice, feem to be equally unfelt by

the majority of men in office.

It-would be needlefs to multiply inftances to thofe already on
record of the refined knavery difplayed by Chinefe merchants
in their dealings with Europeans, or the tricks that they play off
in their tranfadtions with one another. They are well known
to mod nations, and are proverbial in their own. A merchant
with them is confidered as the loweft character in the country,
as a man that will cheat if he can, and whofe trade it is to
create and then fu'pply artificial wants. To this general cha-
racter, which public opinion has moft probably made to be
what it is, an exception is due to thofe merchants who, acting
under the immediate fanction of the government, have always
been remarked for their liberality and accuracy in their dealings
with Europeans trading to Canton. Thefe men who are ftyled
the Hong merchants, indiftincYion to a common merchant whom
they call mai-mai-gin, a buying and felling man, might not un-
juftly be compared with the moft eminent of the mercantile

clafs in England.

But
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But as traders in general are degraded in all the ftate maxims,
and confequently in public opinion, it is not furprifing they fhould
attach fo little refpect to the character of foreign merchants trad-
ing to their ports, efpecially as feveral knavifh tricks have been
practifed upon them, in fpite of all their acutenefs and precau-
tion. The gaudy watches of indifferent workmanfhip, fabri-
cated purpofely for the China market and once in univerfal .de-
mand, are now fcarcely afked for. One gentleman in the Ho-
nourable Eaft India Company's employ took it into his head
that cuckoo clocks might prove a faleable article in China, and
accordingly laid in a large aflbrtment, which more than an-
fwered his moft fanguine expectations. But as thefe wooden
machines were conftructed for fale only, and not for ufe, the
cuckoo clocks became all mute long before the fecond arrival of
this gentleman with another cargo. His clocks were now not
only unfaleable, but the former purchafers threatened to return
theirs upon his hands, which would certainly have been done,
had not a thought entered his head, that not only pacified his
former cuftomers but procured him alfo other purchafers for
his fecond cargo : he convinced them by undeniable authorities,
that the cuckoo was a very odd kind of bird which fung only at
certain feafons of the year, and allured them that whenever the
proper time arrived, all the cuckoos they had purchafed would
once again " tune their melodious throats." After this it would
only be fair to allow the Chinefe fometimes to trick the Euro-
pean purchafer with a wooden ham inftead of a real one.

But as fomething more honourable might be expected in a
prince of the blood, a grandfon of the Emperor, I fhall juft

mention
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mention one anecdote that happened during my abode in the
palace of Tuen-min-yuen. This gentleman, then about five-
and-twenty years of age, having no oftenfible employment,
came almaft daily to the hall of audience, where we were arrang-
ing the prefents for the Emperor. He had frequently defired
to look at a gold time-piece which I wore in my pocket: one
morning I received a meflage from him, by one of the miffion-
aries, to know if 1 would fell it and for what price. I ex-
plained to the miflionary that, being a prefent from a friend
and a token of remembrance, I could not willingly part with it,
but that I would endeavour to procure him one equally good from
our artificers who I thought had fuch articles for fale. I foon
difcovered, however, that his Royal Highnefs had already been
with thefe people, but did not like their prices. The following
morning a fecond miflionary came to me, bringing a prefent
from the prince confiftiug of about half a pound of common
tea, a filk purfe, and a few trumpery trinkets, hinting at the
fame time, that he was expected to carry back the watch in re-
turn as an equivalent. I requefted the miflionary immediately
to take back the princely prefent, which he did with confider-
able relu&ance, dreading his Highnefs's difpleafure. The poor
fellow happened to have a gold watch about him, which he
was defired to fhew* and the fame day he had a vifit from
one of the prince's domeftics to fay, that his, mafter would do
him the honour to accept his watch; which he was not only
under the neceflity of fending, but was obliged to thank him,
on his knees, for this extraordinary mark of diftin&ion. He
told me, moreover, that this fame gentleman had at leaft a
dozen watches which had been procured in the fame honour-
able way.

In
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In the lift of prefents carried by the late Dutch Embaflador
were two grand pieces of machinery, that formerly were a part
of the curious mufeum of the ingenious Mr. Coxe. In the
courfe of the long journey from Canton to Pekin they had
fuffered fome flight damage. On leaving the capital they dif-
covered, through one of the miffionaries, that while thefe
pieces were under repair, the prime minifter Ho-tchang-tong
had fubftituted two others of a very inferior and common fort
to complete the lift, referving the two grand pieces of clock-
work for himfelf, which, at fome future period, he would,
perhaps, take the merit of prefenting to the Emperor in his
own name.

Thefe examples but too clearly illuftrate the great defect in
the boafted moral character of the Chinefe. But the fault, as
I before obferved, feems to be more in the fyftem of govern-
ment than in the nature and difpofition of the people. The
acceflion of a foreign power to the throne, by adopting the lan-
guage, the laws, and the cuftoms of the conquered, has preferved
with the forms all the abufes of the ancient government. The
character of the governors may differ a little, but that of the go-
verned remains unchanged. The Tartars, by affuming the
drefs, the manners, and the habits of the Chinefe, by being
originally defcended from the fame ftock, and by a great re-
femblance of features, are fcarcely diftinguifhable from them
in their external appearance. And if any phyfical difference
exift, it feems to be in ftature only, which may have arifen
from local caufes. The Chinefe are rather taller, and of a more
(lender and delicate form than the Tartars, who are in general

1 'fhort:,'

Downloaded from Cambridge Library Collection by IP 93.56.117.81 on Fri May 23 17:37:10 BST 2014.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511708978.005

Cambridge Library Collection © Cambridge University Press, 2014



iS4 T R A V E L S IN CHINA.

fhort, thick, and robuft. The fmall eye, elliptical at the end
next to the nofe, is a predominating feature in the caft of both
the Tartar and the Chinefe countenance, and they have both
the fame high cheek bones and pointed chins, which, with
the cuftom of {having off the hair, gives to the head the fhape
of an inverted cone, remarkable enough in fome fubjecls, but
neither fo general, nor fo fingular, as to warrant their being
confidered among the monjiers in nature, Homo monjlrofus, ma-
crocephalus, capite conico, Chinenfis *. The head of our worthy
conductor Van-ta-gin, who was a real Chinefe, had nothing in
its fhape different from that of an European, except the eye.
The portrait of this gentleman, drawn by Mr. Hickey, is fo
ftrong a likenefs, and he was defervedly fo great a favourite of
every Englifhman in the train of the Britifh Embaffador, that I
am happy in having an opportunity of placing it at the head of
this work.

The natural colour both of the Chinefe and Tartars feems to
be that tint between a fair and dark complexion, which we dif-
tinguifhby the wordbrunet or brunette; and the fhades of this com-
plexion are deeper, or lighter, according as they have been
more or lefs expofed to the influence of the climate. The
women of the lower clafs, who labour in the fields or who
dwell in vefTels, are almoft invariably coarfe, ill-featured, and
of a deep brown complexion, like that of the Hottentot. But
this we find to be the cafe among the poor of almofl: every na-
tion. Hard labour, fcanty fare, and early and frequent parturi-

• Linn. Syftema Naturse.

tion,
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tion, foon wither the delicate buds of beauty. The fprightli-
nefs and expreffion of the features, as well as the colour of the
fkin, which diftinguifh the higher ranks from the vulgar, are
the effects of eafe and education. We faw women in China,
though very few, that might pafs for beauties even in Europe.
The Malay features however prevail in raoft; a fmall black or
dark brown eye, a fhort rounded nofe,. generally a little flat-
tened, lips confiderably thicker than in Europeans, and black
hair, are univerfal.

The Man-tchoo Tartars would appear to be compofed of a
mixed race: among thefe we obferved feveral, both men and
women, that were extremely fair and of florid complexions:
fome had light blue eyes, ftreight or aquiline nofes, brown hair,
immenfe bufhy beards, and had much more the appearance of
Greeks than of Tartars. It is certainly not improbable that the
Greeks of Sogdiana, whofe defcendants muft have blended with
the weftern Tartars and with whom the Man-tchoos were
connected, may have communicated this caft of countenance.
Tchien-Lung, whofe nofe was fomewhat aquiline and com-
plexion florid, ufed to boaft of his defcent from Gengis-khan :
thefe, however, are exceptions to the general character, which
is evidently the fame as that of the Chinefe.

But although their appearance and manners are externally
the fame, a clofer acquaintance foon difcovers that in difpofition
they are widely different. Thofe who are better pleafed with a
blunt fincerity bordering, on rudenefs than a ftudied complai-
fance approaching to fervility; who may think it better to be

B B robbed
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robbed openly than cheated civilly, will be apt to give the pre-
ference to the Tartar character. Yet thofe Tartars of diftinc-
tion, who fill fome of the higher lituations in the ftate, foon
loofe their native roughnefs and are fcarcely diftinguifhable in.
their manners and demeanour from the Chinefe.

The eafe, politenefs, and dignified carnage of the old viceroy
of Pe-tche-ke^ who was a Man-tchoo, could not be exceeded
by the raoft pracVifed courtier in modern Europe : the attention
he fhewed to every thing that concerned the embafly, the un-
affe£ted manner in which he received and entertained us at
Tien-Jing; the kindnefs and condefcenfion with which he gave
his orders to the inferior officers and to his domeftics, placed him,
in a very amiable point of view. He was a very fine old man of
feventy-eight years of age, of low ftature, with fmall fparkling
eyes, a benign afpedt, a long filver beard, and the whole of
his appearance calm, venerable, and dignified. The manners
of Sun-ta-gin, a relation of the Emperor and one of the fix mi-
nifters of ftate, were no lefs dignified, eafy, and engaging; and
Chung-ta-gin^ the new viceroy of Canton, was a plain, unaflum-
ing, and good-natured man. The prime minifter Ho-cbatig-
tang, the little Tartar legate, and the ex-viceroy of Canton, were
the only perfons of rank among the many we had occafion to
converfe with that difcovered the leaft ill-humour, diftant hau-
teur, and want of complaifance. All the reft with whom we had
any concern, whether Tartars or Chinefe, when in our private
fociety, were eafy, affable, and familiar, extremely good-hu-
moured, loquacious, communicative. It was in public only,
and towards each other, that they aflumed their ceremonious

gravity,
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gravity, and pra£tifed all the tricks of demeanour which cuftom
requires of them.

The general character, however, of the nation is a ftrange
compound of pride and meannefs, of affefted gravity and real
frivoloufnefs, of refined civility and grofs indelicacy. With an
appearance of great fimplicity and opennefs in converfation,
they pra&ife a degree of art and cunning againfl which an
European is but ill prepared. Their manner of introducing the
fubjec~t of the court ceremonies in converfation with the Embaf-
fador is no bad fpecimen of their fly addrefs in managing mat-
ters of this fort. Some of them obferved, by mere accident as
it were, how curious it was to fee the different modes of drefs
that prevailed among different nations: this naturally brought
on a comparifon between theirs and ours, the latter of which
they pretended to examine with critical attention, After a good
deal of circumlocutory obfervations, they thought their own
entitled to the preference, being more convenient, on account
of its being made wide and loofe and free from tight ligatures;
whereas ours muft be exceedingly uneafy and troublefome in
any other pofture than that of ftanding upright j and particular-
ly fo in making the genuflections and proflrations which were
cufiomary and indeed neceffary to be performed by all perfons
whenever the Emperor appeared in public. No notice being
taken of this broad hint, fo artfully introduced^ they proceeded
to compare their wide petticoats with our breeches, and to con-
traft the play and freedom of their knee-joints with the obftruc-
tion that our knee-buckles and garters muft necefTarily occafion.
This brought them diredly to the point, and they finiflied by

B B 2 recora-
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recommending, in the warmth of their friendfhip, that we
fliould difencumber ourfelves of our breeches, as they would
certainly be inconvenient to appear in at court.

Of perfeverance in negociation, or more properly fpeaking,
in driving a bargain, the Tartar legate gave no bad fpecimen of
his talent. Having in vain piactifed every art to obtain from
the Embafiador an unconditional compliance with the court
ceremony, he was fent at length by the Prime Minifter to
inform him, that the important point was finally decided
and that the Englifh mode was to be adopted ; but, he obferved,
that as it was not the cuftom of China to kifs the Emperor's
hand, he had fomething to propofe to which there could be no
objection, and which was that, in lieu of that part of the
Englifh ceremony, he fhould put the fecond knee upon the
ground and, inftead of bending one knee, to kneel on both.
In fact, they negociate on the mod trifling point with as much
caution and precifenefs, as if they were forming a treaty of
peace, and with more addrefs than fome treaties of peace have
been negociated.

As a direct refufal to any requeft would betray a want of
good breeding, every propofal finds their immediate acquief-
cence ; they promife without hefitation, but generally difap-
point by the invention of fome fly pretence or plaufible
objection. They have no proper fenfe of the obligations of
truth. So little fcrupulous indeed are they with regard to.
veracity, that they will aflert and contradict without blufhingj,
as it may beft fuit the purpofe of the moment.

The
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The vanity of an ufurped national fuperiority and a high
notion of felf-importance never forfake them on any occafion.
Thofe advantages in others which they cannot avoid feeling,
they will affect not to fee. And although they are reduced to
the neceffity of employing foreigners to regulate their calendar
and keep their clocks in order, although they are in the habit of
receiving yearly various fpecimens of art and ingenuity from
Europe, yet they pertinacioufly affect to confider all the nations
of the earth as barbarians in comparifon of themfelves. A
Chinefe merchant of Canton, who, from the frequent opportu-
nities of feeing Englifh fhips, was not infenfible of their advan-
tages over thofe of his own nation which traded to Batavia
and other diftant ports, refolved, and actually began, to con-
firuct a veffel according to an Englifh model; but the Hoopoo
or collector of the cuftoms being apprized of it, not only
obliged him to relinquish his project but fined him in a heavy
penalty for prefuming to adopt the modes of a barbarous
nation. So great is their national conceit that not a fingle
article imported into the country, as I have elfewhere obferved,
retains its name. Not a nation, nor perfon, nor object, that
does not receive a Chinefe appellation :. fo that their language,
though poor, is pure.

The expreffions made ufe of in falutation, by different na-
tions, may perhaps be confidered as deriving their origin from
features of national character. Lau-ye^ Old fir, is a title of refpect,
with which the firft officers of ftate may be addreffed, becaufe
the maxims of government have inculcated the doctrine of
obedience, refpect, and protection to old age. The common
falutation among the lower orders of people in fame of the

3 fouthem
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fouthern provinces is Ta fan^ Have you eaten your rice? the
greateft happinefs that the common clafs of people in China
can hope to enjoy confifting in tfaeir having a fufficiency of
rice. Thus alfo the Dutch, who- are coofidered as great
eaters, have a morning falutation which is common among all
ranks, Smaakelyk eeten ! May you eat a hearty dinner I Another
univerfal falutation among this people is, Hoe vaart uwet How do
you fail? adopted no doubt in the early periods of the Republic,
when they were all navigators and fifhermen. The ufual
falutation at Cairo is, How do you fweat ? a dry hot {kin being
a fure indication of a destructive ephemeral fever. I think fome
author has obferved, in contrafting the haughty Spaniard with
the frivolous Frenchman, that the proud fteady gait and inflex-
ible folemnity of the former were expreffed in his mode of falu-
tation, Come ejia t How do youjiandt whilft the Comment vous
porter vous ? How do you carry your/elf f was equally expreffive
of the gay motion and incefiant action of the latter.

The Chinefe are fo ceremonious among themfelves, and fo
punctilious with regard to etiquette, that the omiffion of the
moft minute point eftabliihed by the court of ceremonies is
confidered as a criminal offence. Vifiting by tickets, which with
us is a fafliion of modern refinement, has been a common practice
ia China fome thoufand years ; but the rank of a Chinefe vifitor
is immediately afcertained by the fize, colour, and ornaments,
of his ticket, which alfo varies in all thefe points according to
the rank of the perfon vifited. The old Viceroy of Pe-tche-kes
ticket to the Embafiador contained as much crimfon-coloured
paper as would be fufficient to cover the walls of a moderate-
fized room.
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C H A P. VIL

Government—Laws—Tenures of Land and Taxes—Revenues
—Civil and Military Ranks, and Eftablifhments.

Opinions on which the Executive Authority is grounded.—Principle on which an Em-
peror of China feldom appears in public.—The Cenforate.—Public Departments
Laws.—Scale of Crimes and Punifiments.—Laws regarding Homicide. Curious
Law Cafe.—No Appeal from Civil Suits.—Defetls in the Executive Government.
—-Duty of Obedience and Power of perfonal Correlation.—Rujfia and China com-
pared.—Fate of the Prime Minijler Ho-chang-tong.—Yearly Calendar and Pekin
Gazette, engines of Government.—Freedom of the Prefs—Duration of the Govern-
ment attempted to be explained.—Precautions of Government to prevent InfurreBions.
—Taxes and Revenues.—Civil and Military Eflablijhments. — Chinefe Army its

Numbers and Appointments. — ConduB of the Tartar Government at the Conquefl
Impolitic Change of late Tearsy and the probable Conferences of it.

JL H E late period at which the nations of Europe became firft
acquainted with the exiftence even of that vaft extent of coun-
try comprehended under the name of China, the difficulties of
accefs to any part of it when known, the peculiar nature of
the language which, as I have endeavoured to prove, has no
relation with any other either ancient or modern, the extreme
jealoufy of the government towards foreigners, and the con-
tempt in which they were held by the loweft of the people, may

ferve,
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ferve, among other caufes, to account for the very limited and
imperfect knowledge we have hitherto obtained of the real hif-
tory of this extraordinary empire: for their records, it feems,
are by no means deficient, for two centuries at lead before
the Chriftian era, down to the prefent time, the tranfactions of
each reign are amply detailed without any interruption. They
have even preferved collections of copper coins, forming a re-
gular feries of the different Emperors that have filled the throne
of China for the laft two thoufand years. Such a collection,
though not quite complete, Sir George Staunton brought with
him to England.

Before this time, when China confifted of a number of petty
ftates or principalities, the annals of the country are faid to
abound with recitals of wars and battles and bloodfhed, like
thofe of every other part of the world But, in proportion as
the number of thefe diftinct kingdoms dirninilhed, till at length
they were all melted and amalgamated into one great empire,
the deftruction of the human race by human means abated, and
the government, fmce that time, has been lefs interrupted by fo-
reign war, or domeftic commotion, than any other that hiftory
has made known. But whether this defirable ftate of public
tranquillity may have been brought about by the peculiar nature
of the government being adapted to the genius and habits of the
people, which in the opinion of Ariftotle is the beft of all
poffible governments, or rather by conftraining and fubduing
the genius and habits of the people to the views and maxims of
the government, is a queftion that may admit of fome difpute.
At the prefent day, however, it is fufficiently evident, that

the
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the heavy hand of power has completely overcome and moulded
to its own mape the phyfical character of the people, and that
their moral fentiments and adtions are fwayed by the opinions,
and almoft under the entire dominion, of the government.

Thefe opinions, to which it owes Co much of its {lability, are
grounded on a principle of authority which, according to
maxims induftrioufly inculcated and now completely eftablifhed
in the minds of the people, is confidered as the natural and un-
alienable right of the parent over his children ; an authority
that is not luppofed to ceafe at any given period of life or years,
but to extend, and to be maintained with undiminifhed and un-
controuled fway, until the death of one of the parties diflblves
the obligation. The Emperor being confidered as the common
father of his people is accordingly invefted with, the exercife of
the fame authority over them, as the father of a family exerts
on thofe of his particular houfehold. In this fenfe he takes the
title of the Great Father; and by his being thus placed above
any earthly controul, he is fuppofed to be alfo above earthly
defcent, and therefore, as a natural'confequence, he fometimes
ftyles himfelf thejble ruler of the world and the Son of Heaven.
But that no inconfiflency might appear in the grand fabric of
filial obedience the Emperor, with folemn ceremony at the com-
mencement of every new year, makes his proftrations before
the Emprefs Dowager, and on the fame day he demands a re-
petition of the fame homage from all his great officers of ftate.
Conformable to this fyftem, founded entirely on parental au-
thority, the governor of a province is confidered as the father
of that province ; of a city, the father of that city j and the head

of
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of any office or department is fuppofed to prefide over it with
the fame authority, intereft, and affedion, as the father of a
family fuperintends and manages the concerns of domeftic
life.

It is greatly^ to be lamented that a fyftem of government, fo
plaufible in theory, fKould be liable to fo many abufes in prac-
tice ; and that this fatherly care and affedion in the governors,
and filial duty and reverence in the governed would, with
much more propriety, be exprefled by the terms of tyranny,
oppreffion, and injuftice in the one, and by fear, deceit, and
difobedienee in the other.

The firft grand maxim on which the Emperor ads is, feldom
to appear before the public, a maxim whofe origin would be
difficultly traced to any principle of affection or folicitude for
his children ; much more eafily explained as the offspring of
fufpicion. The tyrant who may be confcious of having com-
mitted, or affented to, ads of cruelty and oppreffion, muft feel
a reluctance to mix with thole who may have fmarted under
the lafh of his power, naturally concluding that fome fecret hand
may be led, by a fingle blow, to avenge his own wrongs, or
thofe of his fellow iubjeds. The principle, however, upon
which the Emperor of China feldom (hews himfelf in public,
and then only in the height of fplendor and magnificence, feems
to be eftablifhed on a policy of a very different kind to that of
felf-prefervation. A power that ads in fecret, and whofe in-
fluence is felt near and remote at the fame moment, makes a
ftronger impreffion on the mind, and is regarded with more

dread
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dread and awful refpect, than if the agent was always vifiblc
and familiar to the eye of every one. The priefls of the Eleu-
finian myfteries were well acquainted with this feature of the
human character, which is ftronger in proportion as the reafon-
ing faculties are lefs improved, and which required the enlight-
ened mind of a Socrates to be able to difregard the terror they
infpired among the vulgar. Thus alfo Deioces, as Heredotus
informs us, when once eftablifhed as king in Ecbatana, would
fuffer none of the people, for whom before he was the common
advocate, to be now admitted to his prefence, concluding that all
thofe who were debarred from feeing him, would eafily be per-
fuaded that his nature, by being created king, was transformed
into fomething much fuperior to theirs. A frequent accefs in-
deed to men of rank and power and talents, a familiar and un-
reftrained intercourfe with them, and a daily obfervance of their
ordinary actions and engagements in the concerns of life, have
a tendency very much to diminifh that reverence and refpect
which public opinion had been willing to allow them. It was
juftly obferved by the great Conde, that no man is a hero to his
valet-de-chambre.

Confiderations of this kind, rather than any dread of his fub-
jects, may probably have fuggefted the cuftom which prohibits
an Emperor of China from making his perfon too familiar to
the multitude, and which requires that he fhould exhibit him-
felf only on particular occafions, arrayed in pomp and magnifi-
cence, and at the head of his whole court, confifting of an af-
femblage of many thoufand officers of ftate, the agents of his

3 A will,
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will, all ready, at the word of command, to proftrate themfelves
at his feet.

The power of the fovereign is abfolute; but the patriarchal
fyftem, making it a point of indifpenfable duty for a fon to
bring offerings to the fpirit of his deceafed parent in the moft
public manner, operates as fome check upon the exercife of this
power. By this civil inftitution, the duties of which are ob-
ferved with more than a religious ftrictnefs, he is conftantly
put in mind that the memory of his private conduct, as well
as of his public acts, will long furvive his natural life ; that his
name will, at certain times in every year, be pronounced with a
kind of facred and reverential awe, from one extremity of the ex-
tenfive empire to the other, provided he may have filled his fta-
tion to the fatisfaction of his fubjects ; and that, on the contrary,
public execrations will refcue from oblivion any arbitrary act of
injuftice and oppreffion, of which he may have been guilty. It
may alfo operate as a motive for being nice and circumfpect ia
the nomination of a fucceffor, which the law has left entirely to
his choice.

The confideration, however, of pofthumous fame, would
operate only as a flender reftraint on the caprices of a tyrant, as
the hiftory of this, as well as other countries, furnifhes abun-
dant examples. It has, therefore, been thought neceffary to add
another, and perhaps a more effectual check, to curb any dif-
pofition to licentioufnefs or tyranny that might arife in the
breaft of the monarch. This is the appointment of the cenfo-

rate,
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rate, an office filled by two perfons, who have the power ofre-
monflrating freely againfl any illegal or unconftitutional ad
about to be committed, or fanctioned by the Emperor. And
although it may well be fuppofed, that thefe men are extremely
cautious in the exercife of the power delegated to them, by vir-
tue of their office, and in the difcharge of this difagreeable part
of their duty, yet they have another tafk to perform, on which
their own pofthumous fame is not Iefs involved than that of
their matter, and in the execution of which they run Iefs rifk
of giving offence. They are the hiftoriographers of the em-
pire ; or, more correctly fpeaking, the biographers of the Em-
peror. Their employment, in this capacity, confifts chiefly in
collecting the fentiments of the monarch, in recording his
fpeeches and memorable fayings, and in noting down the mod
prominent of his private actions, and the remarkable occur-
rences of his reign. Thefe records are lodged in a large cheft,
which is kept in that part of the palace where the tribunals of
government are held, and which is fuppofed not to be opened until
the deceafe of the Emperor ; and, if any thing material to the
injury of his character and reputation is found to be recorded,
the publication of it is delayed, out of delicacy to his family, till
two or three generations have pafTed away, and fometimes till
the expiration of the dynafty; by this indulgence they pretend,
that a more faithful relation is likely to be obtained, in which
neither fear nor flattery could have operated to difguife the
truth.

An inftitution, fo remarkable and fingular in its kind in an
arbitrary government, could not fail to carry with it a very

3 A 2 powerful
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powerful influence upon the decifions of the monarch, and to
make him folicitous to act, on all occafions, in fuch a manner,
as would be moft likely to fecure a good name, and to tranfmit
his chara&er unfullied and facred to pofterity. The records of
their hiftory are faid to mention a ftory of an Emperor, of the
dynafty or family of Tang, who, from a confcioufnefs of hav-
ing, in feveral inftances, tranfgreffed the bounds of his autho-
rity, was determined to take a peep into the hiftorical cheft,
where he knew he fhould find all his actions recorded. Having
made ufe of a variety of arguments, in order to convince the
two cenfors that there could be nothing improper in the ftep he
was about to take, as, among other things, he affured them,
he was actuated with the defire only of being made ac-
quainted with his greateft faults, as the firft ftep to amend-
ment, one of thefe gentlemen is faid to have anfwered him very
nobly, to this effect: " It is true your Majefty has committed a
" number of errors, and it has been the painful duty of our
" employment to take notice of them ; a duty," continued he,
" which further obliges us to inform pofterity of the conver-
" fation which your Majefty has this day, very improperly,
" held with us."

To affift the Emperor in the weighty affairs of ftate, and in
the arduous tafk of governing an empire of fo great an extent,
and fuch immenfe population, the conftitution has affigned him
two councils, one ordinary, and the other extraordinary ; the or-
dinary council is compofed of his principal minifters, under the
name of Collao, of which there are fix. The extraordinary
council confifts entirely of the princes of the blood.

For

Downloaded from Cambridge Library Collection by IP 93.56.117.81 on Fri May 23 17:37:23 BST 2014.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511708978.008

Cambridge Library Collection © Cambridge University Press, 2014



T R A V E L S IN CHINA. 365

For the adminiftration of the affairs of government, there
are fix boards or departments, confiding of,

1. The Court of Appointments to vacancies in the of-
fices of government, being eompofed of the minifter and
learned men, qualified to judge of the merits of can-
didates.

2. The Court of Finance.

3. The Court of Ceremonies, prefiding over the direction of

ancient cuftoms, and treating with foreign Embafladors.

4. The Court for regulating military affairs.

5. The Tribunal of Juftice.

6. The Board of Works.

Thefe public functionaries refolve upon, recommend, and
report to the Emperor, all matters belonging to their feparate
jurifdietions, who, with the advice of his ordinary and, ifcon-
fidered to be neceflary, of his extraordinary council, affirms,
amends, or rejects their decrees. For this purpofe, the late
Emperor never omitted to give regular audience in the great hall
of the palace every morning at the hours of four or five o'clock.
Subordinate to thefe fupreme courts held in the capital, are
others of fimilar conftitution eftablifhed in the different pro-

vinces
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vinces and great cities of the empire, each of which correfponds
with its principal in Pekin.

It would far exceed the limits of the prefent work, were I to
enter into a detail of their code of laws, which indeed I am not
fufficiently prepared to do. They are publifhed for the ufe of
the fubjedt, in the plaineft characters that the language will ad-
mit, making fixteen ftnall volumes, a copy of which is now
in England; and I am encouraged to hold out a reafonable
hope, that this compendium of the laws of China may, ere
long, appear in an able and faithful Englifh tranflation, which
will explain, more than all the volumes that have hitherto
been written on the fubject of China, in what manner a mafs
of people, more than the double of that which is found in all
Europe, has been kept together through fo many ages in one
bond of union. This work* on- the laws of China, for per-
fpicuity and method, may juftly be compared with Blackftone's
Commentaries on the Laws of England. It not only contains
the laws arranged under their refpedtive heads, but to every
law is added a fhort commentary and a cafe.

I have been aflured, on the beft authority, that the laws of
China define, in the moft diftincT: and perfpicuous manner, al-
moft every {hade of criminal offences, and the punifhment
awarded to each crime: that the greateft care appears to have
been taken in conftru&ing this fcaleofcrim.es andpuniftiments;
that they are very far from being fanguinary: and that if

It is called the Ta tchin Leu-Lee, the laws and inftitutes under the dynafty 7*0-
tchin, which is the name afTumed by the prefent family on the throne.

the
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the practice was equal to the theory, few nations could boaft
of a more mild, and, at the fame time, a more efficacious dif-
penfation of juftice. Of all the defpotic governments exifting,
there is certainly none where the life of man is held fo facred
as in the laws of China. A murder is never overlooked, except
in the horrid pra&ice of expofing infants: nor dares the Em-
peror himfelf, all-powerful as he is, to take away the life of
the meanefl; fubject, without the formality at leaft of a regular
procefs, though, as will be feen in the cafe of the late prime
minifter of Kien-Long, the chance of efcaping muft be very
flender, where he himfelf becomes the accufer. So tenacioufly
however do they adhere to that folemn declaration of God de-
livered to Noah—" At the hand of every man's brother will I
" require the life of man. Whofo fheddeth man's bloody by
" man (hall his blood be fhed,"—that the good intention is
oftentimes defeated by requiring, as I have elfewhere obferved,
from the peribn laft feen in company with one who may have
received a mortal wound, or who may have died fuddenly, a
circumftantial account, fupported by evidence, in what manner
his death was occafioned.

In attempting to proportion punifhments to the degrees of
crimes, inftead of awarding the fame punifhment for Mealing a
loaf of bread and taking away the life of man, the Chinefe
legiflators, according to our notions, feem to have made too
little diftincYion between accidental manflaughter and premedi-
tated murder. To conftitute the crime, it is not neceffary to
prove the intention or malice aforethought; for though want of
intention palliates the offence, and confequentfy mitigates the

I
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puniftijnent, yet it never, entirely excufes the offender. Jf a
man fhould kill another by an unforefeen and unavoidable ac-
cident, his life is forfeited by the law, and however favourable
the circumftances may appear in behalf of the criminal, the
Emperor alone is invefted with the power of remitting the fen-
tence, a power which he very rarely if ever exercifes to
the extent of a full pardon but, on many occafions, to a
mitigation of the punifhment awarded by law. Strictly fpeak-
ing, no fentence of death can be carried into execution until it
has been ratified by the monarch. Yet in ftate crimes, or in
acts of great atrocity, the viceroy of a province fometimes takes
upon himfelf to order fummary punifhment, and prompt execu-
tion has been inflicted on foreign criminals at Canton when
guilty only of homicide. Thus, about the beginning of the laft
century, a man belonging to Captain Shelvocke had the mif-
fortune to kill a Chinefe on the river. The corpfe was laid be-
fore the door of the Englifli factory, and the firft perfon that
came out, who happened to be one of the fupercargoes, was
feized and carried as a prifoner into the city, nor would they
confent to his releafe till the criminal was given up, whom, af-
ter a fhort inquiry, they ftrangled. The recent affair of the
unfortunate gunner is well known. An affray happened in Ma-
cao a few years ago, in which a Chinefe was killed by the Por-
tuguefe. A peremptory demand was made for one of the lat-
ter, to expiate the death of the former. The government of
this place, either unable or unwilling to fix on the delinquent,
propofed terms of compromife, which were rejected and force
was threatened to be ufed. There happened to be a merchant
from Manilla then refiding at Macao, a man of excellent cha-

racter,
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rafter, who had long carried on a commerce between the two
ports. This unfortunate man was feleded to be the innocent
victim to appeafe the rigour of Chinefe juftice, and he was im-
mediately ftrangled *.

The procefs of every trial for criminal offences, of which the
punifhment is capital, muft be tranfmitted to Pekin, and fubmit-

• Various accidents having happened at different times to Chinefe fubjefts in the
port of Canton, which have generally led to difagreeable dilcuflions with the Chinefe
government, the fupercargoes of the Eaft India Company thought proper, on a late
occafion of a perfon being wounded by a fhot from a Britifh fhip of war, to make
application for an extract from the criminal code of laws relating to homicide, in or-
der to have the fame tranflated into Englifh, and made public. This extract confided
of the following articles :

1. A man who kills another on the fuppofition of theft, fliall be ftrangled, according
to the law of homicide committed in an affray.

2. A man who fires at another with a mufquet, and kills him thereby, fliall be be-
headed, as in cafes of wilful murder. If the fufferer be wounded, but not mortally,
the offender fhall be fent into exile.

3. A man who puts to death a criminal who had been apprehended, and made no
refiftance, fhall be ftrangled, according to the law againft homicide committed in
an affray.

4. A man who falfely accufes an innocent perfon of theft (in cafes of greateft crimina-
lity) is guilty of a capital offence ; in all other cafes the offenders, whether princi-
pals or acceffaries, fhall be fent into exile.

5. A man who wounds another unintentionally (hall be tried according to the law
refpecting blows given in an affray, and the punifhment rendered more or lefs fe-
vere, according to the degree of injury fuftained.

6. A man who, intoxicated with liquor, commits outrages againft the laws, fhall be
exiled to a defert country, there to remain in a ftate of fervitude.

In this clear and decifive manner are punifhments awarded for every clafs of
crimes committed in fociety ; and it was communicated to the Englifh factory from
the viceroy» that on no consideration was it left in the breaft of the judge to extenu-
ate or to exaggerate the fentence, whatever might be the rank, character, or ftation of
the delinquent.

3 B ted
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ted to the impartial eye of the fupreme tribunal of juftice, which
affirms or alters, according to the nature of the cafe. And
where any peculiar circumftances appear in favour of the ac-
cufed, an order for revifing the fentence is recommended to the
Emperor, who, in fuch cafes, either amends it himfelf, or di-
rects the proceedings to be returned to the provincial court,
with the ferithnents of the fupreme tribunal on the cafe. The
proceedings are then revifed, and if the circumftances are
found to apply to the fuggeftions of the high court, they alter
or modify their former fentence accordingly *.

As

* The following law cafe, which is literally tranflated from a volume of reports
of trials, publifhed in the prefent reign of Kia-King, and with which I have been
favoured by a friend (who was himfelf the tranflator), will ferve to fhew the mode of
proceeding in criminal matters of the provincial courts of judicature. The circum-
ftances of the tranfaclion appear to have been enquired into fairly and impartially,
and no pains fpared to afcertain the exadt degree of criminality. Being given to me
about the time when the trial took place of Smith, for the murder of the fuppofed
Hammerjmlth ghqfl, I was forcibly ftruck with the remarkable coincidence of the two
cafes, and with the almoft identical defence fet up by the Chinefe and the Englifh
prifoners, and on that account it excited more intereft than perhaps it might other-
wife be confidered to be entitled to.

Tranjlation of an ExtraEt from a ColkSion of Chinefe Lam Reports, Being tie Trial, Ap-
peal, and Sentence upon an IndiSment for Homicide by Gun firing.

At a criminal court held in the province of Fo-kien, upon an indictment for flioot-
ing, and mortally wounding a relation; fetting forth, that She-fo-pao, native of the
city of Fo-ngan-fien, did fire a gun, and by mifchance]wound Vang-yung-man, fo that he
died thereof.

The cafe was originally reported, as follows, by Vu-fe-Kung, fub-viceroy of the pro-
vince of Fo-kien:

The accufed She-fo-pao, and the deceafed Vang-yung-man, were of different families,
but connected by marriage, were well known to each other, and there had al-
ways been a good underftanding between them.

In
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As in fome of the Grecian ftates, and other nations of mo-
dern times, the punifhment of treafon was extended to the re-
lations of the criminal, fo in China, even to the ninth genera-

tion,

In the courfe of the firft moon; of the 25th year of Klcn-long, She-fo-pao cultivated
a farm on the brow of a hill belonging to Chin-fe-kien, and which lay in the vicinity
pf certain lands cultivated by Vang yung-man and Vang-ky-hao, inafniuch as that the
fields of Vang-yung-man lay on the left of thofe of She-fo-pao, which were in the cen-
ter, and thofe of Vang-ky-hao on the right fide of the declivity of the hill. It oc-
curred that on the 7th day of the f,th mosn cf the fame year, She-fo-pao obferv-
ing the corn in his fields to be nearly ripe, was apprehenfive that thieves might
find an opportunity of dealing the grain; and being aware, at the fame time, of the
danger which exifted on thofe hills from wolves and tygers, armed himfelf with a
mufquet, and went that night alone to the fpot, in order to watch the corn, and feated
himfelf in a convenient place on the fide of the hill. It happened that Vang-ky hao
went that day to the houfe of Vang-yung-man, in order that they might go together
to keep watch over the corn in their refpeftive fields. However Vang-yung-tong the
elder brother of Vang-yung-man, conceiving it to be yet early, detained them to drink
tea, and fmoke tobacco until the fecond watch * of the night, when they parted from
him, and proceeded on their expedition, provided with large flicks for defence.

Vang-iy-hao having occafton to flop for a fliort time upon the road, the other Vang-
yung-man went on before, until he reached the boundary of the fields watched by
She-fo-pao.

Shefo-pao, on hearing a ruftling noife among the corn, and perceiving the fhadow
cf a perfon through the obfcurity of the night, immediately hailed him, but the wind
blowing very frefh, he did not hear any reply. Shefo-pao then took alarm, on the
fufpicion that the found proceeded from thieves, or elfe from wild beafts, and light-
ing the match-lock, which he held in his hand, fired it off, in order to repel the in-
vaders whoever they might be.

Vang-yung-man was wounded by the fhot in the head, cheeks, neck, and fhouldev.
and inftantly fell to the ground. Vang-ky-hao hearing the explofion, h aliened for-
ward, and called aloud to enquire who had fired the gun. The other heard the
voice, and going to the place from whence it proceeded, <-.\\--n learned whom he had

* Each watch is two hours, and the fecond watch Iwjins at eleven o'clock.
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tion, a traitor's blood is fuppofed to be tainted, though they
ufually fatisfy the law by including only the neareft male rela-
tions, then living, in the guilt of the culprit, and by mitigating

their

wounded by the mlfchance. The wounds of Vang-yung-man being mortal, he expired
after a very fhort interval of time had elapfed.

She-fo-pao, being repeatedly examined by the magiftrate, acknowledged the fa<$
without referve ; and, upon the ftridleft inveftigation and enquiry being entered up-
on, depofed, That it was really during the obfcurity of the night that he had afcendsd
the hill, in order to watch the corn, and on hearing a noife to proceed from a quar-
ter of the field that was extremely dark, and in which the fhadow of fome perfon
was difcernable, he had called out, but received no anfwer:—That the fufpicion then
arofe in his mind, that they were either thieves or wild beafts, and alarmed him for
the fecurity of his perfon, being then entirely alone ; he therefore fired the gun to re-
pel the danger, and wounded Vang-yung-man by mifchance, fo that he afterwards
died.

That he, the deponent, was not actuated by any other motive or intention on this
occafion, nor defirous of caufing the death of an individual. The relations of the
deceafed being then examined, gave a correfponding evidence, and railed no doubts
in other refpecls to the truth of the above depofition. In confideration, therefore,
hereof it appears that, although She-fo-pao is guilty of homicide by gun-firing, yet,
fince he was upon the watch over the fields, in the darknefs of the night, and per-
ceived the fiiadow of a man, whom he hailed, and from whom he received no anfwer,
and had in confequencc apprehended the approach of thieves or wild beafts, to pre-
vent which, he fired the gun that occafioned the wounds whereof the man is now
dead—It follows, that there did not exift any premeditated intention of murder.—•
The aft of which She-fo-pao ftands convifted may be, therefore, ranked under the ar-
ticle of homicide committed in an affray, and the fentence accordingly is, to be
ftrangled upon the next enfuing general execution or gaol delivery.

The above report being tranfmitted to the fupreme criminal tribunal at Pekin,—
They rejoin,

That, on inveftigation of the laws we find it ordained, that homicide by gun-firing
fliall receive a fentence conformable to the law againft intentional murder; and that
the law againft intentional murder gives a fentence of decapitation on the next en-
fuing public execution, or gaol delivery. It is likewife found to be ordained by law,

that
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their punifhment to that of exile. Nothing can be more unjuft
and abfurd, however politic, than fuch a law; abfurd, becaufe
it confiders a non-entity capable of committing a crime ; and

unjuft,

that whoever ihall unwarily draw a bow, and flioot an arrow towards fields or tene-
ments, fo that any perfon unperceived therein Ihall be wounded, and die therefrom,
the offender (hall receive a hundred blows with the bamboo, and be banifhed to the
dillance of three thoufand lys (near a thoufand miles).

In the cafe now before us, She-fo-pao, being armed with a mufquet, goes to watch
the corn, hears a noife in the fields, and calls aloud, but, receiving no anfwer, fuf-
pe&s it to proceed from thieves or wild beads, and fires the gun, by which Vang-
yung-man was wounded, and is now dead. But in the depofition given in by the de-
fendant, the declaration that he faw the fhadow of fome perfon does not accord
with the fufpicion afterwards exprefled, that the noife arofe from wild beads, if, in
truth, he diftinguifhed traces of a man, at the time of his calling out, notwithdand-
ing that the violence of the wind prevented his hearing the reply, She-fo-pao had ocu-
lar proof of the reality of the perfon from the fhadow he had feen. Continuing our in*
vedigation, we have further to notice, that when She-fo-pao took his dation in order to
guard the middle ground, Vang-yung-man was engaged in watching his fields in a fi-
milar manner, and would have occafion to go near the limits of the middle ground
in his way to his own farm, and which could not be far removed from the path
leading to the middle ground; on which account it behoved She-fo-pao to hail the
perfon repeatedly, previous to the firing of the gun, whofe effecT: would be indanta-
neous, and occafion the death of the unknown perfon from whom the found pro-
ceeded.

She-fo-pao not having repeatedly hailed the perfon from whom the noife had arifen
to didurb him, and proceeding to the lad extremity upon the firft impulfe or alarm,
are grounds for fufpefling that there exids a fallacy and difguife in the tedimony
given in this affair, in which cafe, a fentence conformable to the law againft homi-
cide, committed in an affray, would afford a punifhment unequal and inadequate to
the poffible aggravation of the offence.

On the other hand, it would appear, in confirmation of his ftatement, that thefe
fields were, according to the cuftom of the neighbouring villages, underftood to be
guarded at that time in the manner aforefaid, and that circumdance proving true,
the accident that followed might ftill be considered folely as the effefl of srpprehen-

fion

Downloaded from Cambridge Library Collection by IP 93.56.117.81 on Fri May 23 17:37:23 BST 2014.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511708978.008

Cambridge Library Collection © Cambridge University Press, 2014



374 T R A V E L S IN CHINA.

unjuA, becaufe it punifties an innocent perfon. The lawgiver
of Ifrael, in order to intimidate his ftiff-necked and rebellious
fubjedts, found it expedient to threaten the vifitation of God on

the

fion of wild beads by night, inducing the accufed to fire towards fields or tenements,
fo as to wound a man mortally by the mifchance.

Should a drift examination admit of this interpretation of the offence, the fentence
may be awarded according to the law, immediately applicable to the fubje£t, and
not in conformity with the law againft homicide committed in an affray. As the
life or death of the offender reds on the preference to be fhewn towards either of
thofc expofitions of the cafe, it is refolved to hold any immediate decifion as prema*
ture, and we iffue our directions to the faid fub-viceroy to revife the prior decifion ;
and, with the affiftance of a renewed inveftigation, finally to determine and report to
us the fentence which he may conceive moft agreeable to the fpfrit of our laws.

After a fecond inveftigation, and reconfideration of the affair, the fub-viceroy
fent in the following report to the fupreme tribunal: Purfuant to the order
for revifnl iffued by the fupreme criminal tribunal, Sbe-fo-pao has been again exa-
mined at the bar, and depofes, That on hearing a noife in the corn fields, he.
conceived it to proceed from thiaves, and called out in confequence, but, re-
ceiving no anfwer, and finding the noife gradually to approach him, he then
fufpefted it to have arifen from a wolf or tyger ; and, in the alarm thus excited for
his perfonal fafety, had fired the gun, by which Vang-yung-man had been mortally
wounded ; That, fince the event happened in the fecond watch of the night, after the
moon had fet, and while clouds obfcured the faint light of the ftars, it was really a
moment of impenetrable darknefs ; and that it was only at the diftance of a few
paces that he diftinguifhed the approach of the found that had alarmed him, but, in
fact, had never feen any fhadow or traces whatfoever ; That had he perceived any
traces or fhadow of that defcription, he would not have ceafed to call out, though
he had failed to receive an anfwer the firft time, nor would he have had the temerity
to fire the gun, and render himfelf guilty of murder.

That, on the preceding examination, the feverity and rigour of the enquiry re-
gard'ng the grounds upon which he fufpedled the approach of thieves, fo as to in-
duce him to fire, had overcome him with fear, being a countryman unufed to fimi-
lftr proceedings, and produced the apparent incongruity in his depofnion, but that
the true meaning and intent was to exprefs iis abfolute uncertainty whether the
~!arm arofe from thieves or wild beads, and nothing farther j and that from

J fuch
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the children, for the fins of the fathers, unto the third and
fourth generation, a fentiment however which, it would feem,
lapfe of time had rendered lefs expedient, for the prophet Eze-

kiel,

fuch depofition he had never intentionally fwerved in the courfe of the invefti-
gation.

According, therefore, to the amendment fuggefted by the fupreme tribunal, it
appears indeed, that when the noife was firft perceived in the fields, She-fo-pao had
called out, and on being prevented by the wind from hearing a reply, had taken
alarm a3 aforefaid.

And whereas it was likewife depofed by She-fo-poa, That the grain being ripe at that
feafon, the ftems were exceeding high and ftrong, fo as to render it difficult to walk
amongft them, it feems that Vang-yung-man, in walking through the corn, had pro-
duced a ruftling noife very audible to She-fo-pao, who was fitting on the declivity
of the hill, and in a dire&ion in which the wind favoured the progrefs of the found;
but when the latter called out, the wind,, on the contrary, prevented him from be-
ing heard,, and confequently from receiving an anfwer; this mifchance, therefore,
crave rife to his fufpicion of the approach of wild beads, which appears to have been
the fole and undifguifed motive for firing the gun.

This ftatement of fails being narrowly inveftigated, in compliance with the fu-
preme tribunal's order for revifal, may be confided in as accurate, and worthy of
credit; the refult,-therefore, is that the offender during the darknefs of the night,
and under the apprehenfion of the approach of a wolf or tyger, had fired a mufquet
in a fpot frequented by men, and had mortally wounded a man by the mifchance,
which correfponds with the law fuggefted in the order for revifal iflbed by the fu-
preme tribunal; namely, that law againft an offender who fhould unwarily draw a
bow and fhoot an arrow towards fields or tenements, fo that any perfon unperceived
therein fhould be wounded and die therefrom.

The prior decifion, conformably to the law againft homicide committed in an
affray, fubfequent inveftigation does not confirm ; and She-fo-pao is, therefore, only
punifliable with banifhment.

This fecond report being received by the fupreme criminal tribunals they d-=c!ar»
that,

The fentence having been altered on a revifion by the fub-viceroy, and r;;;der?d
conformable to the law, which ordains that, whoever fliali umvarily draw a bow and
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kiel, who on this fubjecl: had more elevated notions of moral
right than either the Greeks or the Chinefe, fpurns it with
great indignation. In allufion to fuch an idea, which it feems
had become a proverb among the Jews, he breaks out into this
fublime exclamation : " What mean ye that ye ufe this pro-
" verb concerning the land of Ifrael, faying, The fathers have
" eaten four grapes, and the children's teeth are fet on edge ?
" As I live, faith the Lord, ye fhall not have occafion any
" more to ufe this proverb in Ifrael. Behold all fouls are
" mine; as the foul of the father, fo alfo the foul of the fon, is
" mine. The foul that finneth, // fhall die. The fon fhall not
" bear the iniquity of the father, neither fhall the father bear
" the inquity of the fon : the righteoufnefs of the righteous
" fhall be upon him, and the wickednefs of the wicked fhall be
" upon

In moft caufes, except thofe of high treafon, it may be pre-
fumed, the high tribunal of Pekin will act with ftrict impar-

{hoot an arrow towards fields or tenements, fo that any perfon unperceived therein
may be woundedj and die therefrom, the offender fhall receive a hundred blows
with the bamboo, and fufFer banifhment to the diftance of 3000 lys.

We confirm the fentence of a hundred blows of the bamboo, and banifhment to
the diftance of 3000 lys ; and further prefcribe, that ten ounces of filver (3/. 6s. 3</.)
fhall be paid by the offender to the relations of the deceafed for the expences of
burial.

The fentence, being thus pronounced on the 19th day of the 5th moon, of tie
27th year of Kicn-Long, received the Imperial fan&ion on the 21ft day of the fame
moon, in the following words: Purfuant to fentence be this obeyed.

KHIN-TSE.

tiality.
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tiality. And it is greatly to be lamented, that all civil caufes
have not been made fubjecl: to a fimilar revifion as thole of a
criminal nature, which would ftrike at the root of an evil that
is moft grievoufly felt in China, where the officers of juftice are
known, in moft cafes, to be corrupted by bribery. They have,
however, wifely feparated the office of judge from that of the
legiflator. The former, having found the fait, has only to re-
fer to the code of laws, in which he is fupplied with a fcale of
crimes and their punifhments. Such a mode of distributing
juftice is not however without its inconveniences. Tender as
the government has (hewn itfeif, where the life of a fubject is
concerned, having once eftablifhed the proportion of punifh-
ment to the offence it has fuppofed an appeal, in civil
caufes and mifdemeanors, to be unnecefiary. The fentence in
fuch caufes being thus left in the breaft of a lingle judge, how
great foever may be the nicety by which the penalty is adapted
to the offence, the exclufion from appeal is in itfeif a bar to the
juft and impartial adminiftration of the laws. The fubject be-
ing refufed the benefit of carrying his caufe into a higher, and
on that account more likely to be a more impartial, court, has
no fecurity againft the caprice, malice, or corruption of his
judge.

It may not perhaps be thought unworthy of notice that the
legiflators of China, among the various punifhments devifed for
the commiflion of crimes, have given the criminal no oppor-
tunity, either by labouring at any of the public works, or in
folitary confinement, to make fome reparation for the injury
he has committed againft fcciety. Confinement in prifon, as a

3 c punifh-
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punifhment, is not known. Exile or perfonal chaftifement
are decreed for all irregularities not approaching to capital
offences.

Executions for capital crimes are not frequently exhibited;
when found guilty the criminals are remanded to prifon till a
general gaol delivery, which happens once a year, about the
autumnal equinox. In adopting fuch a meafure government
may perhaps have confidered, how little benefit the morals of
the people were likely to derive from being the frequent
fpectators of the momentary pain that is required to take away
the exiftence of a fellow mortal. All other punifhments, how-
ever, that do not affect the life of man, are made as public as
poflible, and branded with the greateft degree of notoriety.
The beating with the bamboo, in their ideas, fcarcely ranka
under the name of punifhment, being more properly confidered
as a gentle correction, to which no difgrace is attached ; but the
cangue or, as they term it, the tcba, a kind of walking pillory,
is a heavy tablet of wood, to which they are fattened by the
neck and hands, and which they are fometimes obliged to drag
about for weeks and months; this is a terrible punifhment,
and well calculated to deter others from the cornmiffion of
thofe crimes of which it is the confequence, and the nature
of which is always infcribed in large characters upon it.

The order that is kept in their jails is faid to be excellent,
and the debtor and the felon are always confined in feparate
places; as indeed one fhould fuppofe every where to be the
cafe, for, as Sir George Staunton has obferved, " To afibciate

" guilt
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" guilt with imprudence, and confound wickednefs with mif-
" fortune, is impolitic, immoral, and cruel *."

The abominable practice of extorting confeffion by the ap-
plication of the torture is the worfl part of the criminal laws
of China ; but they pretend to fay this mode is feldom recurred
to, unlefs in cafes where the guilt of the accufed has been made
to appear by ftrong circumftantial evidence. It is however a
common punifhment to fqueeze the fingers in cafes of mifde-
meanour, and is particularly pradlifed as a punifhment of thofe
females who purchafe licences for breaking through the rules
of chaftity.

By the laws relating to property, women in China, as in
ancient Rome, are excluded from inheriting, where there are
children, and from difpofing of property; but where there are
no male children a man may leave, by will, the whole of his
property to the widow. The reafon they affign for women
not inheriting is, that a woman can make no offering to deceafed
relations in the hall of anceftors ; and it is deemed one of the
firft ideal bleffings of life for a man to have fome one to look
up to, who will tranfmit his name to future ages, by perform-
ing, at certain fixed periods, the duties of this important
ceremony. All their laws indeed refpeciting property, as I
have already obferved, are infufficient to give it that fecurity
and {lability which alone can constitute the pleafure of accu-
mulating wealth. The avarice of men in power may overlook
thofe who are in moderate circumftances, but the affluent rarely

* A debtor is releaied when it appears that the whole of his property has been
up for the life of his creditors.

3 c 2 eJcape

Downloaded from Cambridge Library Collection by IP 93.56.117.81 on Fri May 23 17:37:23 BST 2014.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511708978.008

Cambridge Library Collection © Cambridge University Press, 2014



380 T R A V E L S IN CHINA.

efcape their rapacious grafp. In a word, although the laws
are not fo perfect as to procure for the fubject general good,
yet neither are they fo defective as to reduce him to that ftate
of general mifery, which cor-!d only be terminated in a revo-
lution. The executive adminiftration is fo faulty, that the man
in office generally has it in his power to govern the laws,
which makes the meafure of good or evil depend greatly on his
moral character.

Such are indeed the difpofition and the habits of the people,
that fo long as the multitude can procure their bowl of rice
and a few favory fauces, that coft only a mere trifle, there will
be lefs danger of a revolt; and the government is fo well con-
vinced of this, that one of its firft concerns is to lay up, in the
public magazines erected in every part of the empire, a pro-
vifion of grain, to ferve as a fupply for the poor in times of
famine or fcarcity. In this age of revolutions, a change, how-
ever, feems to be taking place in the minds of the people, which
I fhall prefently notice.

The fyftem of univerfal and implicit obedience towards
fuperiors pervades every branch of the public fervice. The
officers of the feveral departments of government, from the firft
to the ninth degree, acting upon the fame broad bafis of
paternal authority, are inverted with the power of inflicting the
fummary punifhment of the bamboo, on all occafions where
they may judge it proper, which, under the denomination of
a fatherly correction, they adminifter without any previous
trial, or form of inquiry. The flighted offence is punifhable
in this manner, at the will or the caprice of the loweft ma-

giftrate.
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giftrate. Such a fummary proceeding of the powerful againft
the weak naturally creates in the latter a dread and diftruft of
the former; and the common people, accordingly, regard the
approach of a man in office, juft as fchoolboys obferve the
motions of a fevere mafter; but the fatherly kindnefs of the
Emperor is recognifed even in punifhment; the culprit may
claim the exemption of every fifth blow as the Emperor's coup-
de-grace ; but in all probability he gains little by fuch remiffion,
as the deficiency in number may eafily be made up in weight.

This practical method of evincing a fatherly affection is not
confined to the multitude alone, but is extended to every rank
and defcription of perfons, ceafing only at the foot of the
throne. Each officer of ftate, from the ninth degree upwards
to the fourth, can, at any time, adminifter a gentle correction
to his inferior; and the Emperor orders the bamboo to his
minifters, and to the other four claffes, whenever he may think
it necefiary for the good of their morals. It is well known
that the late Kien Long caufed two of his fons to be bambooed
long after they had arrived at the age of maturity, one of which,
I believe, is the prefent reigning Emperor.

In travelling through the country, a day feldom efcaped
without our witneffing the application of the Pan-tse, or bam-
boo, and generally in fuch a manner that it might be called by
any other name except a gentle correction. A Chinefe fufferinsr
under this punifhment cries out in the moft piteous manner;
a Tartar bears it in filence. A Chinefe, after receiving a cer-
tain number of ftrokes, falls down on his knees, as a matter

3 of
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of courfe, before him who ordered the punifhment, thanking
him, in the moft humble manner, for the fatherly kindnefs he
has teftified towards his fon, in thus putting him in mind of
his errors; a Tartar grumbles, and difputes the point as to the
right that a Chinefe may have to flog him ; or he turns away in
fullen filence.

Ridiculous as it may appear to a foreigner, in obferving an
officer of ftate ftretching himfelf along the ground for the pur-
pofe of being flogged by order of another who happens to rank
one degree above him; yet it is impoffible, at the fame time,
to fupprefs a glow of indignation, in witnefling fo mean and
obfequious a degradation of the human mind, which can bring
itfelf, under any circumftances, patiently to fubmit to a vile
corporal punifhment, adminiftered by the hand of a flave, or by
a common foldier; and when this is done, to undergo the ftill
more vile and humiliating act of killing the rod that corrects
him. But the policy of the government has taken good care
to remove any fcruples that might arife on this fcore. Where
paternal regard was the fole motive, fuch a chaftifement could
not poflibly be followed with dishonour or difgrace. It was a
•wonderful point gained by the government, to fubject every
individual, the Emperor only excepted, to the fame corporal
correction ; but it mull have required great addrefs, and men's
minds muft have been completely fubdued, or completely con-
vinced, before fuch a fyftem of univerfal obedience could have
been accomplished, the confequence of which, it was obvious,
could be no other than univerfal fervility. It could not fail to
«ftablifh a mod effectual check againft the complaints of the

multitude,
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multitude, by (hewing them that the fame man, who had the
power of punifhing them, was equally liable to be corrected in
his turn, and in the fame manner, by another. The punifh-
ment of the bamboo muft, I fufpedl, be one of the moft ancient
inftitutions of China. Indeed we can fcarcely conceive it
ever to have been introduced into a fociety already civilized ;
but rather to have been coeval with the origin of that fociety.

A fimilar kind of perfonal chaftifement for light offences,
or mifconduft, was inflicted in Ruflia on perfons of all ranks,
but with this difference, that the correction was private and
by order of the Sovereign alone. The Czar Peter, indeed,
generally beftowed a drubbing on his courtiers with his own
hand ; who, inftead of being dishonoured or difgraced by fuch
a caftigation, were fuppofed, from that very circumflance, to
be his particular favourites, and to ftand high in his confidence.
The great Mentzikoff is faid to have frequently left his clofet
with a black eye or a bloody nofe ; and feemed to derive en-
creafing importance from the unequivocal marks of his matter's
friendship. Even at the prefent day, or till very lately, little
difgrace was attached to the punifhment of the knout, which was
a private flagellation by order of the court; but this abominable
practice either is altogether difcontinued, or in its laft ftage of
exiftence. Such arbitrary proceedings could not long remain
in force among an enlightened people.

Thefe two great empires, the greateft indeed that exift in
the world, dividing between them nearly a fifth part of the
whole habitable globe, each about a tenth, exhibit a fingular dif-

ference
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ference with regard to political circumftances. One century
ago Ruflia was but jufl; emerging from a ftate of barbarifm,
and in a century hence, in all human probability, fhe will
make a confpicuous figure among European nations, both
in arts and arms. Two thoufand years ago China was civilized
to the fame degree, or nearly fo, that (he is at prefent. The
governments were both arbitrary* and the people were flaves.
The natural genius of the Ruffian, cramped perhaps in fome
degree by his frozen climate, is lefs fufceptible of improvement
than that of the Chinefe. Whence then, it may be alked, pro-
ceeds the very great difference in the progreffive improvement
of the two nations? principally, I fhould fuppofe, from the
two following reafons. Ruflia invites and encourages foreigners
to inftruct her fubjects in arts, fciences, and manufactures.
China, from a fpirit of pride and felf-importance, as well as
from jealoufy, rejects and expels them. The language of
Ruflia is eafily acquired, and her fubjects as eafily learn thofe
of other countries, whilft that of China is fo difficult, or their
method of learning it fo defective, as to require the ftudy of
half the life of man to fit him for any of the ordinary employ-
ments of the ftate, and they have no knowledge of any lan-
guage but their own. The one is in a ftate of youthful vigour,
advancing daily in ftrength and knowledge; the other is worn
out with old age and difeafe, and under its prefent ftate of
exiftence is not likely to advance in any kind of improve-
ment.

To the principle of univerfal obedience the Chinefe govern-
ment has added another, which is well calculated to fatisfy

the

Downloaded from Cambridge Library Collection by IP 93.56.117.81 on Fri May 23 17:37:23 BST 2014.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511708978.008

Cambridge Library Collection © Cambridge University Press, 2014



T R A V E L S IN CHINA. 385

the public mind: the firft honours and the higheft offices are
open to the very loweft of the people. It admits of no here-
ditary nobility; at leaft none with exclufive privileges. As a
mark of the Sovereign's favour a diftin&ion will fometimes
defcend in a family, but, as it confers no power nor privilege
nor emolument, it foon wears out. All dignities may be con-
fidered as merely perfonal; the princes of the blood, even,
fink gradually into the common mafs, unlefs their talents and
their application be fufficient to qualify them for office, inde-
pendent of which there can be neither rank nor honours, and
very little if any diftinclion, not even in the imperial family,
beyond the third generation. On public days the Emperor,
at a iingle glance, can diftinguifh the rank of each of the many
thoufand courtiers that are affembled on fuch occafions by their
drefs of ceremony. The civilians have a bird, and the military
a tyger, embroidered on the breaft and back of their upper
robe ; and their feveral ranks are pointed out by different
coloured globes, mounted on a pivot on the top of the cap or
bonnet. The Emperor has alfo two orders of diftinclion, which
are conferred by him alone, ?.s marks of particular favour; the
order of the yellow veft and of the peacock's feather.

The influence that, in nations of Europe, is derived from
birth, fortune, and character, is of no weight in the Chinefe
government. The moft learned, and I have already explained
how far the term extends, provided he be not of notorious bad
character, is fure to be employed ; though under the prefent
Tartar government, the Chinefe complain that they never arrive
at the higheft rank till they are advanced in years. Learning

3 D alone,
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alone, by the ftridt maxims of ftate, leads to office, and office
to diftinction. Property, without learning, has little weight, and
confers no diftin&ion, except in fome corrupt provincial go-
vernments, where the external marks of office are fold, as in
Canton. Hence property is not fo much an object of the laws
in China as elfewhere, and confequently has not the fame fecu-
rity. In the governments of Europe, property feldom fails to
command influence and to force dependence: in China, the
man of property is afraid to own it, and all the enjoyments it
procures him are ftolen.

Sometimes, indeed, the higheft appointments in the ftate are
conferred, as it happens elfewhere, by fome favourable acci-
dent, or by the caprice of the monarch. A ftriking inftance
of this kind was difplayed in the perfon of Ho-tchung tang, the
Jaft prime minifter of the late Klen-long. This man, a Tartar,
happened to be placed on guard in the palace, where his youth
and comely countenance ftruck the Emperor fo forcibly in pai-
fmg, that he fent for him to the prefence ; and finding him
equally agreeable in his converfation and manners, he raifed
him rapidly, but gradually, from the fituation of a common
foldier, to the higheft ftation in the empire. Such fudden
changes, from a ftate of nothingnefs to the fummit of power,
have frequently been obferved to be attended with confequences
no lefs fatal to the man fo elevated, than pernicious to the
public : and thus ithappened to this favourite minifter. During
the life of his old matter, over whom, in his later years, he is
faid to have poflefled an unbounded influence, ihe availed him-
felf of the means that offered, by every fpecies of fraud and ex-

tortion,
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tortion, by tyranny and oppreffion, to amafs fuch immenfe
wealth in gold, filver, pearls, and immoveable property, that
his acquifitions were generally allowed to have exceeded thofe
of any fingle individual, that the hiftory of the country had
made known. His pride and haughty demeanor had rendered
him fo obnoxious to the royal family that, at the time we were
in Pekin, it was generally fuppofed, he had made up his mind to
die with the old Emperor, for which event he had always at hand
a dofe of poifon, not chufing to ftand the fevere inveftigation
which he was well aware the fucceeding prince would direct to
be made into his minifterial conduct. It feems, however, when
that event actually happened, the love of life, and the hope of
efcaping, prevailed on him to change his purpofe and to ftand
the hazard of a trial. Of the crimes and enormities laid to his
charge he was found, or rather he was faid to have pleaded,
guilty. The vaft wealth he had extorted from others was con-
fifcated to the crown, and he was condemned to fuffer an igno-
minious death *.

But

* The circumftances attending the downfal of this minifter are curious, and fhew,
in its true light, the defpotic nature of the Chinefe government, notwithftanding
their falutary laws. The new Emperor, determined on his ruin, makes a public de-
claration wherein, after apologizing for not abftaining agreeably to the laws of the
empire from all afts of innovation, for the fpace of three years after his father's
death, he obferve;,, that the crimes and exceffes of Ho-tcbung-tang are of fo horrid a
nature, as to preclude him from acting towards him with any pity or indulgence.
He then exhibits about twenty articles of accufation againft him, the principal of
which are,

Contumacy towards his father (the late Emperor) by riding on horfeback to the
very door of the hail of audience at Tuen-min-yuen.

Audacity, under pretence of lamenefs, in caufing himfelf to be carried to and from
the palace through the door fet apart for the Emperor.

3 c 2 Scandalous
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But Ho-tchung tang, if guilty of inordinate ambition, or a£i&
ofinjuftice, is far from being the only inftance of fuch con-
duct in men thus raifed from humble fituations. The officers-

of

Scandalous behaviour, in taking away the virgins of the palace, and appropriating
them to his own ufe.

Pride andinfolence, in countermanding his (the new Emperor's) order, for all the
princes of Tartary to be fummoned to Pekin, thofe who had not had the fmall-pox
excepted, to affift at the funeral of his father, and by iffuing anew one, in which
tmne were excepted.

Bribery and partiality, in felling and giving away appointments of weight to perfons
totally unqualified to fill them.

Arrogance, in making ufe of the wood Nan-moo (cedar) in his houfe, which is deP
tined exclufively for royal palaces ; and in building a houfe and gardens in the ftyle
and manner of thofe belonging to the Emperor.

For having in his poffeffion more than two hundred firings of pearls, and an immenfe
quantity of jewels and precious ftones, which his rank did not allow him to wear,
and among which was a pearl of fuch wonderful magnitude,, that the Emperor him--
felf had no equal to it.

For having in gold and filver alone, which has been already difcovered and con-
fifcated, the amount, at leaft, of ten million taels (about 3,300,000/; fterling).

One article is fingularly curious. For having been guilty of the deepeft treachery
in informing him (the new Emperor) of his father's intention to abdicate the govern-
ment in his (the new Emperor's) favour, one day before his father made it public*
thinking by fuch means to gain his favour and affedion !

After enumerating the feveral articles of accufation, the Emperor ftates,- that this
minifter being interrogated by a Tartar prince on the feveral points, had confefTed
the whole to be true, and, therefore, without further evidence, he commands the
prefidents and members of the feveral courts in Pekin, the viceroys of provinces, and
governors of cities, on thefe articles of accufation being laid before them,, to pafs a
proper fentence on the faid Hv-tchung-tmg. According to the majority, he was con-
demned to be beheaded; but as a peculiar aft of grace and benevolence on the part
©f the Emperor* this feutence was mitigated to that of his being allowed to be his
own executioner. A filken cord being fent as an intimation of this mark of the Em-
peror's favour, he caused himfelf to be ftrangled. by fome of his attendants.

Who
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of government in general, though intended by the conftitution
as a kind of barrier between the prince and the people, are the
greateft oppreflbrs of the latter, who have feldom any means of
redrefs, or of conveying their complaints to the Imperial ear.
There is no middle clafs of men in China: men whofe pro-
perty and ideas of independence give them weight in the part
of the country where they refide j and whofe influence and in-
tereft are confidered as not below the notice of the government.
In fact, there are no other than the governors and the governed.
If a man, by trade, or induftry in his profeffion, has accumu-
lated riches, he can enjoy them only in private. He dares not,
by having a grander houfe, or finer clothes, to let his neighbour
perceive that he is richer than himfelf, left he fhould betray
him to the commanding officer of the diftrid, who would find
no difficulty in bringing him within the pale of the fumptuary
laws, and in laying his property under confiscation.

Sometimes, indeed, the extortions that the officers pradtife
upon the people, as in the cafe of Ho-tchung-tang, meet the
hand of juftice. Other magiftrates keep a fteady eye upon their
proceedings, and, in proper time, tranfmit the neceffary infor-
mation to court. Spies alfo are detached from court into the

Who could efcape when the Emperor of China is himfelf the accufer ? It will readi-
ly occur, from the fate of Ho-tchung-tang, that there is not that line of independence
drawn between the executive and juridical authority, which the ingenious author of the
Spirit of Laws has clearly proved to be the grand foundation of a juft, legal, and
efficient fecurity of the life and property of the fubjeit. In fadt, in all 11. te crimes,
the Emperor becomes both the accufer and the judge. In the cafe of Ho-tchur.^-tar.g
he may likewife be faid to have been the only evidence.

3 provinces5
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provinces, under the name of infpectors. Jealous of each
other, they let no opportunity flip of making unfavourable re-
ports to their fuperiors. Notwithstanding which, with all the
precautions taken by government in favour of the fubject, the
latter finds himfelf moll dreadfully opprefled. It is true, for
very flight offences preferred againft men in office, the court
direds a public reprimand in the official Gazette; for thofe of
a more feribus nature, degradation from rank; and every of-
ficer fo degraded is under the neceffity of proclaiming his own
difgrace in all his public orders; not only to put him in mind
of his paft conduct, but likewife to (hew the people how watch-
ful the eye of government is over the actions of its fervants.
The laft ftage of public degradation, which amounts to a feii-
tence of infamy, is an order to fuperintend the preparation of
the Emperor's tomb, which implies that the perfon fo fen-
tenced is more fit to be employed among the dead than the liv-
ing. Tcbang-ta-gin, the late viceroy of Canton, was condemned
to this degrading fervice *.

The viceroy of a province can remain in that office no lon-
ger than three years, left he might obtain an undue influence.
No fervant of the crown can form a family alliance in the place
where he commands, nor obtain an office of importance in the
city or town wherein he was born. Yet with thefe, and other
precautions, there is ftill little fecurity for the fubject. He has
iio voice whatfoever in the government, either directly or by

* Among the various cuftoms of China, particularized in the accounts of the two
Mahomedan travellers in the ninth century, this remarkable one is noticed, afford-
ing, with the reft, equally fingular and peculiar to this nation, an irrefragable proof
<if the authenticity of thefe two relations.

repre-
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reprefentation ; and the only fatisfacl:ion he poffibly can receive
for injuries done to him, and that is merely of a negative kind,
is the degradation or the removal of the man in power, who
had been his oppreflbr, and who perhaps may be replaced by an-
other equally bad.

The ingenious Mr. Pauw has obferved, that China is entire-
ly governed by the whip and the bamboo. To thefe lie might
have added the yearly calendar and the Pekin Gazette, both of
which, as engines in the hands of government, contribute very
materially to affift its operations. By the circulation of the firft
is kept alive the obfervance of certain fuperftitions which it
is, apparently, the ftudy of government to encourage. The
fecond is a vehicle for conveying into every corner of the em-
pire the virtues and the fatherly kindnefs of the reigning fove-
reign, fhewn by punifhing the officers of his government, not
only for what they have done amifs, but for what they may have
omitted to do. Thus, if a famine has defolated any of the pro-
vinces, the principal officers are degraded for not having taken
the proper precautions againft it. This paper, in the fhape of
a fmall pamphlet, is publifhed every fecond day. The mif-
fionaries have pretended that immediate death would be the
confequence of inferting a falfehood in the Imperial Gazette.
Yet it is famous for defcribing battles that were never
fought, and for announcing vi&ories that were never gained.
The truth of this obfervation appears from feveral proclama-
tions of Kaung-Jhee, Tcbien Long, and the prefent Emperor,
warning the generals on diftant ftations from making falfe re-

ports,
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392 T R A V E L S IN CHINA.

ports, and from killing thoufands and ten thoufands of the ene-
my, fometimes even when no engagement had taken place*.
The reverend gentlemen only mean to fay, that the editor would
be puniihed if he ventured to infert any thing not fent to him
officially by the government.

The prefs in China is as free as in England, and the profef-
fion of printing open to every one, which is a fingular circum-
ftance, and perhaps the only inftance of the kind, in a defpotic
government. It has ufually been fuppofed that, in free coun-
tries only where every perfon is equally under the protection,
and equally iiable to the penalties, of the law, the liberty of the
prefs couid be cherifhed ; and that it was a thing next to im-
poffible, that power, founded on error and fupported by op-
preffion, could long be maintained where the prefs was free. It
was the prefs that in Europe effected the ruin of prieftly power,
by difpelling the clouds that had long obfcured the rays of
truth ; and by opening a free accefs to the doctrines of that re-
ligion which, of all others, is beft calculated for the promotion
of individual happinefs and public virtue f.

In

• The words of Kaung-Jhee's proclamation, repeated by Kia-lhg, are: " At pre-
" fent when an army is fent on any military fervice, every report that is made of
" its operations, contains an account of a viftory, of rebels difperfed at the firft en-
" counter, driven from their ftations, killed, and wounded, to a great amount, or to
" the amount of fome thoufands, or, in ihort, that the rebels flain were innumerable."

Pehtn Gazette, -t\Jl July, 1800.

f When the art of printing was firft introduced into England, and carried on in
Weftminfter Abbey, a fhrewd churchman is faid to have obferved to the Abbot of
Weftminfter, " If you don't take care to deftroy that machine, it will very foon de-
*• ftroy your trade." He faw at a fingle glance of the prefs, the downfal of prieftly

dominion
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In China the liberty of the prefs feems to excite no appre-
henfions in the government. The fummary mode of punifti-
ing any breach of good morals, without the formality of a trial,
makes a pofitive prohibition againft printing unneceffary, being
itfelf fufficient to reftrain the licentioufnefs of the prefs. The
printer, the vender, and the reader of any libellous publication,
are all equally liable to be flogged with the bamboo. Few, I
fuppofe, would be hardy enough to print reflexions on the con-
duct of government, or its principal officers, as fuch publica-
tions would be attended with certain ruin. Yet, notwithstand-
ing all the dangers to which the printing profeffion is liable,
daily papers are publiftied in the capital, circulating, fomething
like our own, private anecdotes, domeftic occurrences, public
notices of fales, and the wonderful virtues of quack medicines.
We were told that, in one of thefe papers, the Portuguefe mif-
fionary mentioned in Mr. Grammont's letter got a paragraph
inferted, purporting the great negle£t of the Englifh in having
brought no prefents for the princes of the blood, nor for the
Emperor's minifters. This falfe and malicious paragraph was
faid to be followed by another, infmuating that thofe for the
Emperor were common articles of little value. Another pre-
tended to give a catalogue of them, and included an elephant
about the fize of a rat, giants, dwarfs, wilhing pillows, and
fuch like nonfenfe. Thefe, however, and other publications,

dominion in the general diffufion of knowledge that would bs occasioned by ir, and
had the reft of the clergy been equally clear-Lghted, it is probable the dark ages of
fuperftition and ignorance had ftill continued, or at lead had been greatly pro.
trailed.

3 E \VC"*e

Downloaded from Cambridge Library Collection by IP 93.56.117.81 on Fri May 23 17:37:23 BST 2014.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511708978.008

Cambridge Library Collection © Cambridge University Press, 2014



394 T R A V E L S IN CHINA.

were induftrioufly kept from our fight, Under the generous
idea of being the Emperor's guefts, we were not allowed to
purchafe any thing. He alone was to fupply our wants, but
his officers took the liberty of judging what thefe wants fhould
confift in.

It is a fingular phenomenon in the hiftory of nations, how
the government of an empire, of fuch vaft magnitude as that of
China, fhould have preferved its {lability without any material
change, for more than two thoufand years; for, dropping their
pretenfions to an extravagant antiquity, for which however
they have fome grounds, there can be no doubt they were
pretty much in the fame ftate, regulated by the fame laws, and
under the fame form of government as they now are, four hun-
dred years before the birth of Chrift, about which time their
renowned philofopher flourifhed, whofe works are ftill held on
the higheft reputation. They contain indeed all the maxims in
which their government is ftill grounded, and all the rules by
which the different ftations of life take their moral conduct; and
the monarchy is fuppofed to have been eftablifhed two thoufand
years before his time.

If the teft of a good government be made to depend on the
length of its continuance, unfhaken and unchanged by revolu-
tions, China may certainly be allowed to rank the firft among
civilized nations. But, whether good or bad, it has poflefled
the art of moulding the multitude to its own fhape in a manner
unprecedented in the annals of the world. Various accidents,
improved by policy, feem to have led to its durability. Among

thefe
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thefe the natural barriers of the country, excluding any foreign
enemy, are not to be reckoned as the leafl favourable ; whiiil
the extreme caution of the government in admitting ftrangers
kept the world in ignorance, for many ages,'of the exiftence even
of the moil extenfive, powerful, and populous empire among
men. Secluded thus from all intercourfe with the reft of the
world, it had time and leizure to mould its own fubje&s into
the Ihape it wifhed them to retain ; and the event has iufficient-
ly proved its knowledge in thisrefpect.

A number of fortunate circumftances, feldom combined in
the fame country, have contributed to the prefervation of inter-
nal tranquillity in China. The language is of a nature well cal-
culated to keep the mafs of the people in a ftate of ignorance.
They are neither prohibited from embracing any religion of
which they may make a choice, nor coerced to contribute to-
wards the fupport of one they do not approve. The pains that
have been taken to inculcate fober habits, to deftroy mutual
confidence, and render every man referved and fufpicious of his
neighbour, could not fail to put an end to focial intercourfe.
No meetings were held, even for convivial purpofes, beyond
the family circle, and thefe only at the feftival of new year.
Thofe kind of turbulent aflemblies, where real or imagined
grievances are difcufied with all the rancour and violence that
malicious infmuations againft government, added to the effe&s
of intoxicating draughts, too frequently infpire, never happen
among the Chinefe. Contented in having no voice in the go-
vernment, it has never occurred to them that they have any

3 E 2 rights.

Downloaded from Cambridge Library Collection by IP 93.56.117.81 on Fri May 23 17:37:23 BST 2014.
http://dx.doi.org/10.1017/CBO9780511708978.008

Cambridge Library Collection © Cambridge University Press, 2014



396 T R A V E L S IN C H I N A .

rights * : and they certainly enjoy none but what are liable to
be invaded and trampled on, whenever the fovereign, or any
of his reprefentatives, from intereft, malice, or caprice, think
tit to exercife the power that is within their grafp. The doc-
trine of employing refiftence againft oppreffion, applied to the
people and the government, is fo contrary to every fentiment
of the former, that the latter has little to fear on that fcore.

Partial infurrections occafionally happen, but they are gene-
rally owing to the extreme poverty of the people which, in
feafons of fcarcity and famine, compels them to take by violence
the means of fubfifting life, which otherwife they could not
obtain. To this caufe may be referred the origin of almoft all
the commotions recorded in their hiftory, through fome of
which, when the calamity became general, the regular fuccef-
fion has been interrupted, and even changed. We were told,
however, by our Chinefe attendants, that certain myfterious
focieties did exift in fome of the provinces, whofe chief objedt
was to overturn the Tartar government; that they held fecret

* When the mifchievous dodrines of Tom Paine, expounded in his " Rights of
" Man," were tranflated into various languages, and induftrioufly attempted to be
propagated among the eaftern nations, by means of French emifTaries j when one
of thofe affiduous difturbers of the peace of mankind had adlually fucceeded in fur-
nifhing the Seiks with an abftracT: of this precious work in their own language, he next
turned his attention to the vaft empire of China, a glorious theatre for thofe zealous
cofmopolites to play their parts in, if they could once contrive to fuit tlieir drama to
the tafte of the people. The experiment, however, failed of fuccefs. The golden
opinions of Tom Paine could not be transfufed inta the Chinefe language ; and thefe
unfortunate people underftood no other but their own ; fo that three hundred and
thirty-three millions were doomed to remain in ignorance and mifery on account of
their language being incapable of conveying the enlightened doctrines of Tom Paine.

i meetings,
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meetings, in which they gave vent to their complaints againft
Tartar preponderancy, revived the memory of ancient glory,
brooded over prefent injuries, and meditated revenge. If even
this be the cafe, the prefent ftate of fociety is little favourable to
their views. Nor indeed would a revolution be a defiirable event
for theChinefe themfelves. It could not fail of being attended with
the moft horrible confequences. The Tartar foldiers would be
tired with flaying, and millions that efcaped the fvvord mud
neceflarily perifh by famine, on the leaft interruption of
the ufual purfuits of agriculture ; for they have no other coun-
try to look to for fupplies, and they raife no furplus quantity in
their own.

In order to prevent as much as poffible a fcarcity of grain,
and in conformity to their opinion, that the true fource of na-
tional wealth and profperity confifts in agriculture, the Chinefe
government has in all ages beftowed the firft honours on every
improvement in this branch of induftry. The hufbandman is
confidered as an honourable, as well as ufeful, member of fociety;
he ranks next to men of letters, or officers of ftate, of whom in-
deed he is frequently the progenitor. The foldier in China
cultivates the ground. The priefts alfo are agriculturifts, when-
ever their convents are endowed with land. The Emperor is
confidered as the fole proprietary of the foil, but the tenant is
never turned out of pofleffion as long as he continues to pay his
rent, which is calculated at about one-tenth of what his farm
is fuppofed capable of yielding ; and though the holder of lands
can only be confidered as a tenant at will, yet it is his own fault
if he fhould be difpofTeffed, So accuftomed are the Chinefe

to
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to confideran eftate as their own, while they continue to pay
the rent, that a Portuguefe in Macao had nearly loft his life
for endeavouring to raife the rent upon his Chinefe tenants. If
any one happens to hold more than his family can conveniently
cultivate, he lets it out to another on condition of receiving half
the produce, out of which he pays the whole of the Emperor's
taxes. A great part of the poorer peafantry cultivate lands on
thefe terms.

There are, in fact, no immenfe eftates grafping nearly the
whole of a diftrid ; no monopolizing farmers, nor dealers in
grain. Every one can bring his produce to a free and open
market. No fifheries are let out to farm. Every fubjecl is
equally entitled to the free and uninterrupted enjoyment of
the fea, of the coafts, and the eftuaries ; of the lakes and rivers.
There are no manor lords with exclufive privileges; no lands
fet apart for feeding beafls or birds for the profit or pleafure of
particular perfons ; every one may kill game on his own grounds,
and on the public commons. Yet with all thefe feeming ad-
vantages, there are rarely three fucceflive years without a fa-
mine in one province or another.

As in the Roman Empire examples were not wanting of the
firft characters in the ftate glorying to put their hands to the
plough, to render the earth fertile, and to engage in the natural
employment of man; as,

In ancient times the facred plough employ'tl,
The kings and awful fathers,

So,
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So, in China, the Emperor at the vernal equinox, after
a folemn offering to the God of Heaven and Earth, goes
through the ceremony of holding the plough, an example in
which he is followed by the viceroys1 and governors and great
officers in every part of the empire. This ceremony, though,
in all probability, the remains of a religious inftitution, is well
calculated to give encouragement to the labouring peafantry,
whofe profeffion, thus honourably patronized, cannot fail to be
purfued with more energy and cheerfulnefs than where it re-
ceives no fuch marks of diftindion. Here merchants, tradef-
rnen, and mechanics, are confidered far beneath the hufband-
man. So far from obtaining the honours attendant on com-
merce in the ancient city of Tyre, " whofe merchants were
princes, whofe " traffickers were the honourable of the earth"—
or the ancient immunities granted in Alfred's reign, by which an
Englifh merchant, who had made three foreign voyages by fea,
was raifed to the rank of nobility, the man who, in China, en-
gages in foreign trade is confidered as little better than a vaga-
bond. The home trade only is fuppofed to be necefTary, and
deferving the protedion of government. It allows all goods and
manufadures, the produce of the country, to be interchanged
between the feveral provinces, on payment only of a fmall tranfit
duty to the ftate, and certain tolls on the canals and rivers, ap-
plied chiefly to the repairs of flood-gates, bridges, and embank-
ments. This trade, being carried on entirely by barter, employs
fuch a multitude of craft of one defcription or other, as to baffle
all attempts at a calculation. I firmly believe, that all the float-
ing veflels in the world befides, taken colledively, would not be
equal either in number or tonnage to thofe of China.

Foreign
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Foreign trade is barely tolerated. So very indifferent the
court of Pekin affe&s to be on this fubjed, that it has been hinted,
on fome occafions, and indeed ferious apprehenflons have been
entertained in Europe, that they were half difpofed to fhut the
port of Canton againft foreigners. The treatment, indeed, which
ftrangers meet with at this place, from the inferior officers of
government, is of itfelf fufficient to exclude them, and fuch
as could only be tolerated in confideration of the importance
of the trade, and efpecially in the fupply of tea; an article
which, from being about a century ago a luxury, is now be-
come, particularly in Great Britain, one of the firft ne-
ceffities of life.

The taxes raifed for the fupport of government are far from
being exorbitant or burthenfome to the fuhjecT. They confift
in the tenth of the produce of the land paid ufually in kind, in a
duty on fait, on foreign imports, and a few fmaller taxes, that do
not materially affect the bulk of the people. The total amount of
taxes and affeffments which each individual pays to the ftate,
taken on an average, does not exceed four millings a year.

With fuch advantages, unknown in moft other countries, and
fuch great encouragement given to agriculture, one would be led
to fuppofe that the condition of the poor muft be lefs expofed to
hardfhips here than elfewhere. Yet in years of fcarcity many
thoufands perifli from abfolute want of food. And fuch years
fo frequently occur in one province or another, either from
linfavourable feafons of drought or inundations, the ill effects
of both of which might probably be counteracted by proper

management,
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management, or by an honeft application of the futns of money
voted for the purpofe out of the public revenue, that govern-
ment has feldom been able to lay up in fibre a fufficient quan-
tity of grain to meet the neceflities of the people in feafons of
general calamity; and they have no other relief to depend on
but this precarious fupply, feldom adminiftered with alacrity,
on account of the number of hands it has to pafs through. This
leads them to commit outrages againft their wealthier neigh-
bours. There are few public charities; and it is not a com-
mon cuftom to afk alms. I did not obferve a fingle beggar
from one extremity of China to the other, except in the
ftreets of Canton. Nor, are there any poor-laws griping the
induftrious hufbandman and labourer, to feed the lazy, and
to feaft thofe who have the care of them ; no paupers of any
defcription, fupported from funds that have been levied on the
public. The children, if living and, if not, the next of kin,
muft take care of their aged relations; and the parents difpofe
of their children in what manner they may think beft for the
family intereft. As feveral generations live together, they are
fubfifted at a much cheaper rate than if each had a feparate
houfehold. In cafes of real diftrefs the government is fuppofed
to a£t the parent; and its good intentions in this refpect cannot
be called in queftion ; whenever it appears that any of its offi-
cers, through neglect or malice, have withheld grain from the
poor, they are punifhed with fingular feverity, fometimes even
with death.

Another great advantage enjoyed by the Chinefe fubjed is,
that the amount of his taxes is afcertained. He is never re-

3 F quired
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T R A V E L S IN CHINA.

quired to contribute, by any new afleflment, to make up a
given fum for the extraordinary expences of the ftate, except
in cafes of rebellion, when an additional tax is fometimes iirt-
pofed on the neighbouring provinces. But in general the exe-
cutive government muft adapt its wants to the ordinary fupplies,
inftead of calling on the people for extraordinary contributions.
The amount of the revenues of this great empire has been dif-
ferently ftated. As the principal branch, the land-tax, is paid
in kind, it is indeed fcarcely poflible to eftimate the receipt of
it accurately, as it will greatly depend on the ftate of the crop.
An Emperor who aims at popularity never fails to remit this
tax or rent, in fuch diftricts as have fuffered by drought or
inundation. Chou^ta-gin gave to Lord Macartney, from the
Imperial rent-roll, a rough (ketch of the fums raifed in each
province, making; them to amount in the whole to about fixty-
fix millions fterling; which is not more than twice the revenue,
of the ftate in Great Britain, exclufive of the poor's-rate and
Other parochial taxes, in 1803, and which gives, as I before
obferved, if reduced to a capitation, the fum of about four
{hillings for each individual, whilft that of Great Britain, by
an analogous computation, would amount to about fifteen times
that fum. I fhould fuppofe, however, that a fLilling in China,,
generally fpeaking, will go as far as three in Great Britain.

From the produce of the taxes the civil and military efta*
blifhments, and all the incidental and extraordinary expences,
are firft paid on the fpot where they are incurred, out of the pro-
vincial magazines, and the remainder is remitted to the Imperial
treafury in Pekin to meet the expences of the court, the

eftabliftiment
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T R A V E L S IN CHINA. 403

eftablifliment of the Emperor, his palaces, temples, gardens,
women, and princes of the blood. The confifcations, prefents,
tributes, and other articles, may be reckoned as his privy purfe.
The furplus revenue remitted to Pekin, in the year 17912, was
ftated to be about 36,000,000 ounces of filver, or 12,000,000!.
fterling. It is a general opinion among the Chinefe part of his
fubjects, that vaft fums of the furplus revenue and fuch as
a-rife from confifcations are1 annually fent to Moukden, the
capital of Man-tchoo Tartary; but this ftiould appear to be an
erroneous opinion founded on prejudice. Notwithftanding the
enormous wealth of Ho-tchung-tang, that filled the Imperial
coffers, the prefent Emperor found it neceffary the fame year to
accept an offering, as it was called, of 500,000 ounces of filver,
or 166,6661. fterling, from the fait merchants of Canton, and
fums of money and articles of merchandize from other quarters,
to enable him to quell a rebellion that was raging in one of the
weftern provinces. He even fent down to Canton a quantity
of pearls, agates, ferpentines, and other ftones of little value, in
the hope of raifing a temporary fupply from the fale of them
to foreign merchants. The Emperor of China, therefore, has
not fo much wealth at his difpofal as has ufually been imagined.
He even accepts of patriotic gifts from individuals, confiding
of pieces of porcelain, filks, fans, tea, and fuch-like trifling
articles, which afterwards ferve as prefents to foreign embaf-
fadors, and each gift is pompoufly proclaimed in the Pekin
gazette.

The chief officers in the civil departments of government,
independent of the minifters and the different boards in Pekin,

3 F 2 according
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404 T R A V E L S IN CHINA.

according to the flatement of Tcbou-ta-gin, with their falaries
and allowances reduced into filver, will be feen from the fol-
lowing table, which, with that of the military eftablifhment, is
publifhed in the appendix to the authentic account of the em-
bafly by Sir George Staunton ; and as they differ very little from
the court calendar publifhed in 1801, and as I have occafion
to make a few remarks on them, as well as on that of the popu-
lation, which will be given in a fubfequent chapter, 1 have not
hefitated to introduce them into the prefent work.

Quality.

Viceroys over one or more provinces
Governors of provinces - -
Colle&ors of revenue - - -
Prefidents of criminal tribunals
Governors of more than one city of the firft: order
Governors of one city only of the firft. order
Governors of a city of the fecond order
Governors of a city of the third order
Prefidents of literature and examinations
Infpeftors general - - -

Number.

II

'5
19
18
8^

184
149

«3°S

117J

Salaries
n ounces

of filver.

20,000
I 6,000

9,000
6.0CO
3,oco
2,COO
I,O0O

beo
3,000

To-al.

220,00.0
240,000
1.71,000
103,000
258,000
368,000

" 149,000
r ,044, OCX)

402,000

Total oz. 2,960,000

The inferior officers acting immediately under the orders
of thefe, and amounting to many thoufands, together with
the falaries and expences of the different boards in the ca-
pital, all of which arc paid out of the public treafury, muft re-
quire a fum at leaft equal to the above ; fo that on a moderate
calculation, the ordinary expences of the civil eftablifhment
will amount to the fum of 5,920,000 ounces, or 1,973,333!'
fterling.

Some
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T R A V E L S IN CHINA. 405

Some idea may be formed of the numerous appointments,
and the frequent changes in adsniniftration, from the circum-
ftance of the Court Calendar, or red book, being publifhed
every three months making four tolerable large volumes, or
fixteen volumes every year*

The fatherly attention, the wife precautions, and the extreme
jealoufy of the government, have not been confidered as alone
fufficient for the internal and external protection of the empire,
without the afliftance of an immenfe ftanding army. This
army, in the midft of a profound peace, was ftated by Van-ta-
gin to confifl of eighteen hundred thoufand men, one million
of which were faid to be infantry, and eight hundred thou-
fand cavalry. As this government, however, is fuppofed to
be much given to exaggeration in all matters relating to the
aggrandifement of the country, and to deal liberally in hyper-
boles, wherever numbers are concerned, the authenticity of
the above ftatement of their military force may perhaps be
called in queftion. The fum of money, that would be required
to keep in pay and furnifh the extraordinaries of fo immenfe
an army, is fo immoderate that the revenues would appear to
be unable to bear it. If the pay and the appointments of each
foldier, infantry and cavalry one with another, be fuppofed
to amount to a fhilling a day, the fum required for the pay
alone would amount to 33,000,0001. fterling a year!

To come nearer the truth, let us take the calculation drawn.
up by Lord Macartney from the information of Van-ta-gin.

3
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4-06 TRAVELS INCHINA.

Rank.

Tau-ton,
Tfung-ping
Foo-tfung •
Tchoo • tfung
Tchoo-tze
Too-tze
Sciou-foo
Tfien-tfung
Pa-tfung
Commifiaries of provifions of firft rank
CommiiTaries of provifions of fecond rank

i|00o,ooo infantry, at two ounces of Jilver each per month,
provifions included

800,000 cavalry, at four ounces each, provifions and
forage included

800,000 horfes, coft at twenty ounces each, i6,ooo,ooooz. "
the annual wear and tear at 10per cent, will be _|

Uniforms for 1,800,000 men once a year, at four ounces
Yearly wear and tear of arms, accoutrements, and contin- \

gencies, at one ounce pir man - $

Mum
ber.

1.8
6z

121
165
373
425
3 , 5

i68p
3622

44
330

Salaries,
oz.

4000
24OO
I 3 00
800
600
400
3 2O
l6o
I30

Total.

{24,000,000

38,400,000

1,600,000

7,200,000

1,800,000

72,000
148,800

132,000
223,800
170,000
264,000
268,800
470,870
14,080
52,800

Total 1,974,450

-73,000,000

Total ounces 74,974,450

And as no allowance is made in the above eftimate for the ex-
pence of artillery, tents, war equipage, nor for vefTels of force
on the different rivers and canals, the building and keeping in
repair the military pofts, the flags, ceremonial dreffes, boats,
waggons, mufical bands, all of which are included in the ex-
traordinaries of the army, thefe may probably be equal to the
ordinaries; thus the whole military.eftablifhment would require
ihe fum of 149,948,900 ounces, or 49,982,933!. fterling.

The
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T R A V E L S IN CHINA. 407

The difpofal of the revenues will then ftand as follows:

Total amount of the revenue. - £. 66,000,000
Civil eftablifhment - ,£*. 1,973,333
Military ditto - 49,982,933

— — 51,956,266

Surplus, being for the Emperor's eftablifhment jC. 14,043,734
which accords pretty nearly with the fum faid to be remitted
to Pekin in the year 1792.

Ic will appear then that if the revenues be admitted as accu-
rate, and I fee no juft reafon for fuppofing the contrary, they
are more than fufficient to meet the expences of fo apparently
an enormous eftablifhment. If, however, the King of Pruflia,
the Monarch of a fmall indiftinguifhable fpeck on- the globe,
when put in comparifon with the empire of China, can keep
up an army of one hundred and eighty or two hundred thou-
fand men, I can perceive nothing either extravagant or ex-
traordinary in fuppofing that a Sovereign whofe dominions are
eight times the extent of thofe' of France, before her late
usurpations, fhould have ten times as great a force as that of
the King of Pruflia. It may perhaps be afked in what manner
are they employed, feeing the nation is fo little engaged in
foreign war ? The employments for which the military are
ufed differ materially from thofe among European nations.
Except a great part of the Tartar cavalry, who are ftationed on
the northern frontier and in the conquered provinces of Tar-
tary, and the Tartar infantry, who are diftributed as guards
for the different cities of the empire, the reft of the army is

parcelled
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4o8 TRAVELS IN CHINA.

parcelled out in the fmaller towns, villages, and hamlets; where
they acl: as jailors, conftables, thief-takers, affiftants to magif-
trates, fubordinate collectors of the taxes, guards to the grana-
ries ; and are employed in a variety of different ways under
the civil magiftracy and police. Befides thefe, an immenfe
multitude are ftationed as guards at the military ports along
the public roads, canals, and rivers. Thefe pofts are fmall
fquare buildings, like fo many little caftles, each having on its,
fummit a watch-tower and a flag; and they are placed at the
diftance of three or four miles afunder. At one of thefe pofts
there are never fewer than fix men. They not only prevent
robberies and difputes on the roads and canals, but convey the
public difpatches to and from the capital. An exprefs fent
from poft to poft travels between the capital and Canton in
twelve days, which is upwards of one hundred miles a day.
There is no other poft nor mode of conveying letters for the
.convenience of the public.

A great part then of the Chinefe army can only be confidered
as a kind of militia, which never has been, and in all human
probability never will be, embodied ; as a part of the commu-
nity not living entirely on the labour of the reft, but contri-
buting fomething to the common ftock. Every foldier ftationed
on the different guards has his portion of land afllgned to him,
which he cultivates for his family, and pays his quota of the
produce to the ftate. Such a provifion, encouraged by public
opinion, induces the foldier to marry, and the married men are
jiever removed from their ftations.

It
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T R A V E L S IN CHINA. 409

It will not be expected that men thus circumftanced fhould
exhibit a very military appearance under arms. In fome places,
where they were drawn out in compliment to the EmbafTador,
when the weather happened to be a little warm, they were
employed in the exercife of their fans, inftead of their match-
locks ; others we found drawn up in a fingle line, and refting
very compofedly on their knees to receive the Embaflador, in
which pofture they remained till their commanding officer
paffed the word to rife. Whenever we happened to take them
by furprize, there was the greateft fcramble to get their holyday
drefles out of the guard-houfe, which, when put on, had more
the appearance of being intended for the ftage than the field
of battle. Their quilted petticoats, fattin boots, and their fans,
had a mixture of clumfinefs and effeminacy that ill accorded
with the military character.

The different kinds of troops that compofe the Chinefe army
confift of

Tartar cavalry, whofe only weapon is the fabre; and a few
who carry bows.

Tartar infantry, bowmen ; having alfo large fabres*
Chinefe infantry, carrying the fame weapons.
Chinefe matchlocks.

Chinefe Tygers of war, bearing large round fhields of bafket-
work, and long ill-made fwords. On the fhields of the laft are
painted monftrous faces of fome imaginary animal, intended to
frighten the enemy, or, like another gorgon, to petrify their
beholders.

3 G The
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4io T R A V E L S IN CHINA.

The military drefs varies in almoft every province. Some-
times they wore blue jackets edged with red, or brown with
yellow; fome had long pantaloons; fome breeches, with
(lockings of cotton cloth; others petticoats and boots. The
bowmen had long loofe gowns of blue cotton, fluffed with a
kind of felt or wadding, fludded all over with brafs knobs,
and bound round the middle with a girdle, from which the
fabre was appended behind, hanging with the point forwards,
and on the right, not the left, fide as in Europe. On the head
they wore a helmet of leather, or gilt pafteboard, with flaps on
each fide that covered the cheeks and fell upon the fhoulder.
The upper part was exactly like an inverted funnel, with a long
pipe terminating in a kind of fpear, on which was bound a
tuft of long hair dyed of a fcarlet colour.

The greatefl number we faw at any one place might be from
two to three thoufand, which were drawn up in a fingle line
along the bank of a river ; and as they flood with an interval
between each equal to the width of a man, they formed a very
confiderable line in length. Every fifth man had a fmall trian-
gular flag, and every tenth a large one; the ftaffs that fupported
them were fixed to the jacket behind the moulders. Some of
the flags were green, edged with red j others blue, edged with
yellow. I never faw the Ghinefe troops drawn out in any
other way than a fingle line in front; not even two deep.

The Tartar cavalry appear to be remarkably fwift, and to
charge with great impetuofity ; but the horfes are fo fmall and
are broken into fo quick and fhort a ftroke that the eye is
deceived. Their real fpeed, in fad, is very moderate. Their

i faddles
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faddles are remarkably foft, and raifed fo high both before and
behind, that the rider cannot eafily be thrown out of his feat.
The ftirrups are fo fhort that the knee is almofl as high as the
chin. They have very little artillery, and that little is as
wretched as it well can be. I fufped; it is borrowed from
the Portugueze, as the matchlock mofl: unqueftionably has
been.

When our fellow-traveller Van-ta-gin was afked the reafon of
their pretending to give a preference to the clumfy matchlocks
over the firelocks now in ufe among European troops, he
replied, it had been found, after a fevere engagement in Thi-
bet, that the matchlocks had done much more execution
than the firelocks. It is difficult to combat prejudices; but it
was not very difficult to convince Van that the men might pro-
bably have been quite as much in fault as the mufqiiets; and
that the fuperior fleadinefs of the fire from the matchlocks
might poffibly be owing to their being fixed, by an iron fork,
into the ground. The miffionaries have affigned a very abfurd
reafon for firelocks not being ufed in China ; they fay the damp-
nefs of the air is apt to make the flint mifs fire. With equal
propriety might thefe gentlemen have aflerted that flints would
not emit fire in Italy. Their want of good iron and fleel to
manufacture locks, or the bad quality of their gunpowder, might
perhaps be offered as better reafons; and as the beft of all their
want of courage and coolnefs to make ufe of them with that
fteadinefs which is required to produce the effects of which
they are capable. Their favourite inftrument is the bow,
which, like all other miffile weapons, requires lefs courage to

3 G 2 manage,
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manage, than thofe which bring man to oppofe himfelf in
clofe conteft with man.

Although the Tartars have found it expedient to continue
the Chinefe army on the old footing, it may naturally be fup-
pofed they would endeavour to fecure themfelves by all poffible
means in the poffeffion of this vaft empire, and that they would
ufe every exertion to recruit the army with their own coun-
trymen, in preference to the Chinefe. Every Tartar male
child is accordingly enrolled. This precaution was neceffary,
as their whole army, at the time of the conqueft, is faid not to
have exceeded eighty thoufand men. At this time, in fact, a
weak adminiftration had fuffered the empire to be torn afunder
by convulfions. Every department, both civil and military,
was under the control of eunuchs. Six thoufand of thefe crea-
tures are faid to have been turned adrift by the Tartars on
taking poffeffion of the palace in Pekin.

The conduct of the Mantchoo Tartars, whofe race is now
on the throne, was a mafter-piece of policy little to be ex-
pected in a tribe of people that had been confidered but as half
civilized. They entered the Chinefe dominions as auxiliaries
againft two rebel chiefs, but foon perceived they might become
the principals. Having placed their leader on the vacant
throne, inftead of fetting up for conquerors, they melted at
once into the mafs of the conquered. They adopted the drefs,
the manners, and the opinions of the people. In all the civil
departments of the ftate they appointed the ableft Chinefe,
and all vacancies were filled with Chinefe in preference to

Tartars.
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Tartars. They learned the Chinefe language; married into
Chinefe families; encouraged Chinefe fuperilitions j and, ia
fhort, omitted no ftep that could tend to incorporate them,
as one nation. Their great object was to ftrengthen the army
with their own countrymen, whilft the Chinefe were fo fatis-
fied with the change, that they almoft doubted whether a change
had really taken place.

The uninterrupted fuceeffion of four Emperors, all of whom
were endowed with excellent underftandings, uncommon vigour
of mind, and decifion of character, has hitherto obviated the
danger of fuch an enormous difproportion between the gover-
nors and the governed. The wifdom, prudence, and energy
of thefe Emperors have not only maintained the family on
the throne, the fifth of which now fills it, but have enlarged
the dominions to an extent of which hiftory furnifhes no pa-
rallel. The prefent Emperor, Kid-king, is faid to poffefs the
learning and prudence of his father, and the firmnefs of Kaung-
Shee • but it is probable he will have a more difficult tafk in
governing the empire than either of his predeceffors. In pro-
portion as the Tartar power has increafed, they have become
lefs folicitous to conciliate the Chinefe. All the heads of depart-
ments are now Tartars. The minifters are all Tartars; and
moft of the offices of high truft and power are filled by Tartars.
And although the ancients language of the country is ft III pre-
ferved as the court language, yet it is more than probable that
Tartar pride, encreafing with its growing power, will ere long
be induced to adopt its own.

The
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The Emperor Kaung-Sbee indeed took uncommon pains to
improve the Mantchoo language, and to form it into a fyftema-
tic Tbefatirus or dictionary ; and Tcbien-Lang directed that the
children of all fuch parents as were one a Tartar, the other a
Chinefe, fliould be taught the Mantchoo language; and that
they might pafs their examinations for office in that language.
I could obferve, that the young men of the royal family at
Yuen-min-ynen fpoke with great contempt ©f the Chinefe. One
of them, perceiving that I was defirous of acquiring fome
knowledge of the Chinefe written character, took great pains
to convince me that the Tartar language was much fuperior to
it; and he not only offered to furnifh me with the alphabet
and fome books, but with his inftruetions alfo, if I would give
up the Chinefe, which, he obferved, was not to be acquired in
the courfe of a man's whole life. I could not forbear remark-
ing, how very much thefe young princes enjoyed a jeft levelled
againfl the Chinefe. An ill-natured remark, for inftance, on
the cramped feet and the hobbling gait of a Chinefe woman
met with their hearty approbation; but they were equally dif-
pleafed on hearing the clumfy fhoes worn by the Tartar
ladies compared to the broad fiat-bottomed junks of the
Chinefe.

Although the ancient inflitutes and laws, the eftablifhed forms
of office, the pageantry of adminiftration, were all retained,
and the drefs, the manners, and external deportment of the
vanquished were aflumed by the victors, yet the native charac-
ter remained diftinct; and now, in the higher departments of
office efpecially, it burfts through all difguife. The confcious

fuperio-
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fuperiority of the one checks and overawes the other. " Mod
" of our books," obferves Lord Macartney, " confound the
" two people together, and talk of them as if they made only
" one nation under the general name of China ; but whatever
*' might be concluded fro-m any outward appearances, the real
" diftinction is never forgotten by the fovereign who, though
" he pretends to be perfe&ly impartial, conducts himfelf at
" bottom by a fyftematic nationality, and never for a moment
" lofes fight of the cradle of his power. The fcience of go-
" vernment in the Eqjlern world, is underftood by thofe who
" govern very differently from what it is in the Wejlern.
" When the fucceffion of a contefted kingdom in Europe is
" once afcertained, whether by violence or compromife, the
" nation returns to its priftine regularity and compofure: it
" matters little whether a Bourbon or an Auftrian fills
" the throne of Naples or of Spain, becaufe the fovereign,
" whoever he be, then becomes to all intents and purpofes, a
" Spaniard or Neapolitan, and his defcendants continue fo
" with accelerated velocity. George the Firft and George the
" Second ceafed to be foreigners from the moment our fceptre
" was fixed in their hands ; and His prefent Majefty is as
" much an Englifliman as King Alfred or King Edgar, and go-
" verns his people not by Teutonic, but by Englifh laws.

" The policy of Afia is totally oppofite. There the prince
" regards the place of his nativity as an accident of mere indif-
" ference. If the parent root be good, he thinks it will flourifh
" in every foil, and perhaps acquire frefh vigour from tranf-
" plantation. It is not locality, but his own caft and family;

" it
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" it is not the country where he drew his breath, but the blook
" from which he fprung; it is not the fcenery of the theatre,
" but the fpirit of the drama, that engages his attention and
" occvipies his thoughts. A feries of two hundred years, in the
" fucceffion of eight or ten monarchs, did not change the Mo-
" gul into a Hindoo, nor has a century and a half made Tchien-
" Lung a Ghinefe. He remains, at this hour, in all his
" maxims of policy, as true a Tartar as any of his an-
" .ceftors."

Whether this moft ancient empire among men will long
continue in its ftability and integrity, can only be matter of con-
jecture, but certain it is, the Chinefe are greatly diflatisfied, and
not without reafon, at the imperious tone now openly aflumed
by the Tartars ; and though they are obliged to cringe and fub-
init, in order to rife to any dLftinction in the ftate, yet they un-
animoufly load them with

•' Curfes, not loud, but deep, mouth-honour, breath *."

• The laft accounts, indeed, that have been received from China, are rather of
an alarming nature. A very ferious rebellion had broken out in the weftern pro-
vinces, which had extended to that of Canton, the object of which was the overthrow
of the Tartar government. It was known for fome years paft, as I before obferved,
that certain fecret focieties were forming in ths different provinces, who correfponded
together-by unknown figns, agreed upon by convention, but they were not considered
to be of that extent as to caufe any uneafinefs to the government. It appears, how-
ever, that not fewer than forty thoufand men had affembled in arms in the province
of Canton, at the head of whom was a man of the family of the laft Chinefe Em-
peror, who had aflumed the Imperial Yellow. Thefe rebels, it feems, are confider-
ably encouraged in their caufe by a prophecy, which is current among the people,
that the prefent Tartar dynafty fhall be overturned in the year 1804. The exiftence
of fuch a prophecy may be more dangerous to the Tartar government than the arms
of the rebels, by affifting to bring about its own accomplifhmeat.

Whenever
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Whenever the difmemberment or diflocation of this great ma-
chine fhall take place, either.by a rebellion or revolution, it
muft be at the expence of many millions of lives. For, as is
well obferved by Lord Macartney, " A fudden tranfition from
" flavery to freedom, from dependence to authority, can fel-
" dom be borne with moderation or difcretion. Every change
" in the ftate of man ought to be gentle and gradual, other-
" wife it is commonly dangerous to himfelf, and intolerable to
" others. A due preparation may be as neceflary for liberty,
" as for inoculation of the fmall-pox, which, like liberty, is
" future health but, without due preparation, is almoft certain
" definition. Thus then the Chinefe, if not led to emanci-
" pation by degrees, but let loofe on a burft of enthufiafm,
" would probably fall into all the excefies of folly, fufFer all
" the paroxyfms of madnefs, and be found as unfit for
" the enjoyment of rational freedom, as the French and the
" negroes."
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