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TRAVELS

PHILOSOPHER..

, Mﬂ)@{HERE is not a nation in the

T ¥ univerfe, how barbarous and

3 unpolithed foever it may be,

‘but what has fome arts peculiar. to it-

felf. If the wants of mankind are va-

ried by different climates, there are al-

fo various produ®ions which offer toex-

ercife their induftry upon. One nati-

‘on has inventions fo peculiar to itfelf,
B
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. that they could not have been the in-

ventions of another: but the chief att
of men, in.every region, is agricultures
the moft barbarous pations, as well as
thofe who have civilized ideas, from
one end of the world to the other, part-
ly fupport themfelves by ‘cultivating .
their lands; yet, however common it
may be, it does not flourifh the fame in
every place, ' ' B
AMoNG a judicions people, whoknow -
how to encourage and honour it, it al-
ways fucceeds; with a people who are
but half civilized, and who either pre-
fer arts of no manner of ufe, or, per-
haps, being enlightened enough w fee
the wtility of it, are too much overcome
by the prejudices of their former bar-
barity ‘to affranchize and honour thofe
‘who exercife it, it is but weakly fup-
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forced to retra& this firft idea, conceiv-
ed merely by obferving the ftate of as
- griculture among(t the-different people
-1 have been with: the knowledge of
various particilars; which T have been
able to acquire by a long continuaace 2-
mong(t many of them, has always con<
firmed me in opinien, that a country
which is not wéll cultivated, is always
inhabited by men, favage or enflaved,
and that it can never be very popus
lous, S

By the detail I now give you of my
enquiries; jou'wiil obferve, that in all
countries agriculture folely depends on
the laws,  the cuftoms, and even on the
eftablithed prejadices of  the refpetive
inhabitants. Some parts of Africa fhall
take up the firft of my obfervations,
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THE WESTERN COASTS OF
AFRICA,

Txe moft part of the iflands and
weltern diftri@ts of this part of the uni-
verfe which 1 have obferved are uncul-
tivated, inhabited by miferable favages.
- Thefg wretched men, who efteemthem-
felves fo little as to fell one another, ne-
ver think on the cukivation of their
Jands. Content with exifting from one
day to another under a climate where
they have-but few wants, they cultivate
no more than prevents their dying of
hunger; they carclefsly fow fome maize

yearly, with a fmall quantity of rice, and
= plant a few potatoes of various forts, not
ot the nature of ours, though they are
cultivated much in the fame manoer;
they are known to us by the name of
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. ported; and amongft barbarians, by
whom it is defpifed, its influence can
- bardly be perceived, and declines,

AMoxNG the different gations I have
been in on my travels, 1 have made agri-
cultarethe principal obje& of my attenti-
on, Atraveller, whoonly paffesthrougha
kingdom,cannever make fuch obfervati-
onsas areneceflary togive ajuftideaofthe.

inhabitants, their cuftoms, manners, laws
and goverament. To obferve the pub-
lic markets and the face of the country,
marks the internal flate of the empire
beft in fuch a cafe. If there are plen-
¢y .of provifions in the markets, if the
lands are well tilled, and laden with
plentiful crops, then you may general-
ly conclude, that the place is populous,
and inhabited by people who are civi-
lized and happy, have polifhed manners,
. B 2 .
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anda govcrnmcht which agrees with ra-
tional principles. You may then fay

within yourfelf, I am now. among men.
but not barbanans.

ON the . other -hand, when I have
.come amongft a people who were to be
found no where but.amidft forefts,
.whofe defolated ficlds were .all grown

over with thorns and briers; when1
have pafled. over -vaft tradls -of .defarts

" which layuncultivated, andthenatlength
-ftumbled on .a poor - cultjvated field;

- when.come at laft at fome canton, I
.bave feen nothing in the chicf market
.but a few bad roots, I hefitated nolong-
(€r to imagine the inhabitants to be mi-
ferable favages, or opprefled by a flave-
1y the moft wretched, '

. d HAVE never fo much as onee been
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* Yaums. . Their harvefls are commonly
fo peor, that the Earopeans, who go to
them to buy flaves, are forced to carry
the provifions neceflary for the ‘main-
‘temance of thofe miferable obje@s doom-

“ed to compofe their cargoes, from Eu-
rope or America,

TsE favages by whom the borders
of the European coloaies are inhabited,
give fomewhat more arttention to agri-
culture than the reft. They raife up
flocks; they caltivate rice in larger
_qnamixic"s; and pulfe are to Be got in

their gardens, the feed of which has

been tranfported from Europe; yet all
. they know of agriculture, they have
learnt from the Europeans fettled a-

mongft them; their own experience is

vaftly bounded; and I could mever dif~
. B ﬁ N
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coverintheirinduftry any procefs which
could improve our own in the leaft,

You can fee nothing but barren un-
cultivated lands all the way from the
river of Angola to €ape Negroe, and
from thence till you come near the Cape
of Good Hope, the coafts are naked,
and covered with barren fands; and

" you muft travel many leagues before you.
can obferve a palm-tree, or the fmalleft
piece of grafs, 'The country and its -
few inhabitants feem to be ftruck with
one general curfe. - From the informa-
tions I have received with regard to '
thefe countries from the Italian miffi-
onaries, who have penetrated into th_e
middle of this wretched place with a
furprifing zeal, I learn likewife, that a-
griculture is juft as little taken notice,
ofinthei mtenor parts as upon the coalts,

k)
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although the foil appeared much more
fruitfal from its natural xprodnéhons m
feveral places,

THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE.

Bzrore the Dutch took poffeffion of
the countries round the Cape, they
were as barren ; but fince they havebeen
eftablifhed on this point of Africa, the
- lands produce wheat and grain of every -

kind abundantly, wiae of various forts,
and a large quantity of very good fruits,
colle&ted from all parts. There you
fee large fields covered with black cat-
tle, horfes, and fheep, which thrive ve-
ry well. . The plenty which this colo-
ny enjoys, compared to the barrennefs
of the countries which furround it,
plainly fhews, that the earth denies her
favours to none but the tyrant and the
Bs '
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flave: butbecomeslavithofhertreafures,
beyond the greate(t expedation, fo foon
as the is free, and cultivated by wife
men, protected by good and nnchangc-
able laws,

SoMEe Frenchmen, obliged to leave
their country by the revocation of the
edi&t of Nantz, have found 2 new cfta-
blithment on this coaft, and fecurity,
property, and liberty with it, which are
. the fole real encouragers of agriculture,
the fole principles of plenty. They
bave made this adopted mother rich by
* their induftry; they have founded con-
fiderable colonies there, fome of which
are called by the name of that unhappy
country which denied them the ufe of
water and of fire, which however they
il fondly remember. :
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THE indultry of the inhabitants, and
the fertility of the lands which belong
to the colony of Little Rochelle, makes
it furpafs all the reft. The paftures
are there compofed of a diverfity of
grafles, natives of the country, together
with feveral other kinds of herbage,
which compofe our artificial fields in
Europe, fuch as trefoil, faintfoin, and
locerne, The exotic plants, whofe

feeds have been imported by the Dutch,

thera flourifh as the natural produdions
of the country, Thofe feeds are fown
by an operation of the ploagh; they cut
the grafs only. the firft year ; the fecond
they pat cattle into the meadows, Which
live there 'at difcretion, minding them
no farther than to collet them toge-
ther every night into a park inclofed
with firong and high pallifades, to fe-

cure them from the lions and tigers,

‘ Bé
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which are very plenty in this eoun-
try.

T1EY commonly endeavour to chufe
~ thefe enclofures near to fome brook,.
where they dig convenient watering
places, though fome of them are water<
ed only by the rains; " In all thefe paf-
turages, they have an eye to groves of
trees, where the herds and flocks may
fhelter themfelves againft the fcorching
heat of the fun; particularly in Janu-
ary, February, and March, which are
the moft fultry montbs in the year in
thefe regions,

THEY labour the arable land fome-
times with horfes, as in Europe, but for
the moft part with oxen: the natural
fluggithnefs of thefe latter animals have
been induftrioufly corre@ted by the
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Dutch of this colony, by exercifing
them while:young in a britk pace; in
confequence of which I have feen car-
sisges drawn by teams of ten or a do-
zen yoke of oxen, at the Cape, go as
expeditionfly as if.they. were drawn. by
horfes..

- WEEAT, Turkey corn, and rice, are
the grains for the moft part fown at the -
Cape; thefe commonly produce an in+

ereafe: of fifty-fold.. They cultivate -

various kinds of pulfe, fuch as peafe,
common beans,and French beans. This
pulfe makes a refrething provifion. to

~ the fhips which. touch"at the Cape go-

ing to.or-coming from India,

THERE is a fort of this pulfe much
in requeft in India, to which they ex-
port a large quantity; ‘they here call
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it Care Prask: it is a kind of French
bean, which needs no prop; its grain is
of the fhape of that bean, bat larger
apd more flat; it taftes like our green
peafe, and preferves jts frefhnefs for a
‘confiderable time. I have tried the
cultare of this plant this year, which
* promifes fuccefs, The climate at the
Cape feems to demsand an attention
which appears not fo neceffary in this
country from the cultivator, and which
would even perhaps be prejudlclal ta
gwhat our lands produce. :

: Fon, the moft pare of the year the
Cape it expafed ta fevere hurricanes,
awhich commonly blow from the northe
eaft. Thefe winds are fo violent, that
they would beat down the fruits from
the trees, and deftroy the labours of the
farmer, had they not provided a barri-

PO USRS ) N S e L irmit o W d
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er-to fecure the harveft. The Durch
colonifts have divided their lands into
little fields, which they have eaclafed
with high pallifades of oaks and other
rees, fet very near each other, fome-
what like a charmille, defigoed to beau-
tify 8 gerden. They cut them every

'year, as they grow; they being gene-

~ rsally from twenty-five to thirty feet
_high; .in fhort, every feparate field is

enclofed like @ chamber.

- Tux Dutch have made this colony

not oaly the granary of all their ferdes
ments in the Eat-Indies, but the moft

convenient place for veflels to rouch ag

for all forts of refrefhments and pron-

ﬁons, by their indaitry.

-

.VTns - Dutch endesvoured to get

| plants from thofe cantons which were



P

N

16 Tus FRAVELS

the moft in reputc for their " vines,
when they began to form their vine-
yards; but after many fruitlefs attempts
to produce the wines of Bnrgundy -and
Champagne at the fartheft part of A--
frica, they apphed to rearing the-plants.
brought from Spaia, the Canaries, and
the Levant, where the climate is more. -
like that of the Cape. At prefent the: -
plants which are cultivated with - the
grcate(l fuccefs: are thefe of the muf-

" cadel kind: the red mufcadel particu--

larly, which they rear in 2 fmall diftri&t-

" ealled Gonftance, produces moft excel
" Jentwine; the Dutch Eaft-India Com--

pany aiways fecure this vintage, which
they make pmfents of to the kmgs of
Europe.

. ‘THe wines at the Cape are labour-
ed much in- the fame manner as at
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‘France, and cultivated without vine-
props. The vineyards are environed
by a number of trees, upon which
they entwine the flips of the large
Spanith mufecadine, in form of efpali-
ers, very high, by which the ftrong .
"gales of wind can do no damage to the
vines,

AT the Cape they regard gardening

as much as the other branches of agri-
culture. You there find all forts of
European pulfe, greens, herbs, and
roots, with the beft of thofe peculiar (o
other parts of the univerfe, Indepen-
dent of the gardens of the colonifts,
which are kept in as good order as any
in: Europe, the India. Coméany have
made two or three large and beauriful
ga:d?:ns be laid" out, which. they fup-.

- - o -
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port with an expence worthy of a foxe-
reign’ company. '

THERE are fifteen or twenty Euro-

- pean gardeners employed in the cuhi-
vation of each of thefe large gardens,
under the dire&ion of a chief gardener,

“whofe place is advantageous and ho-
nourable. All the experiments thac
are made in thefe gardens, in every new
fpecies of cultare, is atthecompany’s ex-
pence; and it is there that every pri-
“vate individual is provided with fuch
plants and feeds as he may have occafi-
on for, without any expence, together
with the neceffary inftru&ions for their .

- cultivations Thefe gardens furnith

herbage and fruits of various kinds to

the thips of the company, in great plen-
ty. ‘

e ettt st T e PN e i P e
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_rich: there are large tra&s of tilled
ground, covered with grafs of a prodi-
gious fize, which grows five or fix feet
high in feveral of the cantons, and is cal-
led FaTax bythenatives; it is very good
for nourithing and fattening their black
<attle, whichare of the largeft kind, and
are-not of the fame thape asours, parti-
eularly by.a largeflethy portuberance on
their neck. Another grafs, of a finer
blade, thootsfreely through thefands on

_the fea fhore, which furnithes food for
the fheep: thefe are of the fame kind
with thofeof Barbary, and are moft fur-

- prifingly -different from ours, by the

great fize of their rails, which common-

ly arefrom fixto-cight poundsin weight..

. ‘TuEeinhabitants of thisifland, whoare
called Malegaches generally cultivate-no
ether .grain but rice: they fow at the
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beginning oFthe rainy feafon ; by which
they are not uader the neceflity of wa-
sering their fields. lndilling their lands
they make ufe of 00-other iaftrament
But the pick-axc ; they begin by digging
up all the weeds; then five or fix men,
ranking themfelves in a line on the ficld,
make {mall holes as they go along, into
which the women or children, who fol-
low, caft the graims of the rice, and then
with their feot cover them with earth:

a ficld fown in this manner brings forth -

an increafe of above eighty or a hun-
'dred-fold, which proves rather thegreat
fruitfolnefs of the foil, than the good«
nefs of thecuktivation. Theinhabitants
of Madegafcar live in plenty, how bad-
ly foever agriculture may be underftood
there. Rice and other eHential provi-

fions are fo:cheap in no place that I have

been at as in thisifland. The Males
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- TRAVELLERS cannot obferve large
endofures appointed to the ftudy and
improvement of botany, in which the
moft rare and ufeful plants, from all
parts of the umiverfe, are arranged in
the moft excellent order, without afto-
nifhment and deligbt: the curious have
the additional fatisfaltion alfo of find-
_ing fkilful gardeners, who delight them-
felves with deferibing and fhewing their
virtues,

ExTENSIVE orchards bound thofe
beautiful gardens, where all the froits
of Europe are to be found, togethes
with feveral natives of Africa and Afia,
Nothing is more pleafing thas to fee,
in different pofitions, the chefnut, the
apple, and other trees, from the moft
northernclimates, in the fame enclofure,
togcther with the mufcadine of the In-

. ) - e e e,
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~ dies;thecamphires of Borneo, the-pakns,
and a diverfity of other trees, which o-
riginally belong to the torrid zone.

MabpacGAaASscAR:

AFTER you have paffed the- Cape of
Good Hope, you enter the Fadian fea,
where you find the: great ifland of Ma-
dagafcar; there.are feveral places in this
ifland which we as yet know not, though

the Portuguefe, Dutch, French, and o--
- ther-Europeanshave hadfettlements,and* -

frequented it, more than two hundred
years, ‘Thofe parts which are known
to us. are very fértile, and. the:inhabi-
tauts would cultivate them very well, in
all probability, were there a vent for
their produdions. They rear nume-
- rousflocksofcattleand theep; their ficlds,
duch as npature has formed them, are
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gaches give two or threc meafures of
rice for a remnant of coarfe cloath, of
about twenty pence value. The Euro-
peansfarnith thefe meafures, who never
fail to make them larger cvery year;
yet the iflanders do not complain. ‘The
meafure isfirft of all heaped ; the buyer
then, in virtue of a fixed right for fe-
curing good meafure, ¢thrufts bis arm to
the elbow inthe rice, and withone fweep
almolt empties it, which the Malegache
has the patience a fecond sime to fill,
without the leaft complaint. They call
this meafure a GaMiLLE, which will
hold-about one hundredaad fixty pounds
of pure rice, whea filled in this man.
ner,

IF the French India Company, who

-are the fole pofleflors of the trade with

the natives of this ifland, would encou,
o’
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rageagricultureproperly, it would doubt-
" Jefs, make a rapid progrefs in a fhort
time. Ouriflands of Bourbonand F rance
would alwaysfind here aceruain réfource
‘againft .thofe dearths which very often
diftrefs the latter of thefe iflands. Our
, fquadrons bound for India, who touch
at the Hle of France for refrethments,
would always find plenty -of ‘provifions

broughttherefrom Madagefcar,andcon-

fequently would not be under-the necef-
{iry of fpending their time at the Cape,
orat Batayia, beggingrefrefhments from
the Dutch, whilft the eneniies of France
. are fubduing their fettlements, andfpoil-
- ing their trade, asin the late war.

WaEAT would grow as abu’naant‘ly as
rice in Madagafcar: “itwasformerly cul-

tivated with fuccefsin the fettlement
which we then poflefled at the fouthern -
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pointaf the ifland, named Fort Dauphia.
Fine ftalks of wheat are flill to be found .
 there, even till this time, produced from
the fcattered . grains of the old crops,
which being blown about by the winds,
:havefown themfelves every year, fince
-our being expelled from that fettlement,
-and fprung up promifcucully, among(t
the native herbs of the country. The
Jands there are extremely fruitfol; the
. #landers wife and ingenious. In thofe
diftricts into. which the Azabs have not
penetrated, they are guided by nature’s
plain laws ; .their. cuftoms are like thofe
- of the primitive ages. Thefe laws, and
thefe manoers, are more favourable for -
agriculture, thaa all our fublime fpecu-
-lations, and our moft applauded theories
+on the moft approved praftice; than all
thofe incffectual means now made ufe of
to re-animate anart, which our manners

C
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teach us to look upon with contempt, or
treat with levity; md which is continu.
* ally opprefled, and perplexed by nom~
berlefs abufes, which fpring from the
xery laws themfelves. '

TuelsLe oF Boursow

Taztwo iflesof Bourbon and Franee,
whofe foil is maturally as fertilc as that
-of Madagafcar, whil(tthey enjoy & more
happy dimate, lie -about two hundred
Jeagues eaftward of Madagafcar, There
.isnoportatBourbon ; which confeqoent- -
-ly makes it be little frequented by fhips.
The inhabitants have preferved their fim--
. plicity of mamners, and agrieultare flou-
-rithesthere. Theifland produces wheat,
 rice and mmaize, actonly for its own con-
-fumption, bat even furnifhesa fmaft fap-
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- ply to the lle of France: the culture
 there is the fame asat Madagafcar, The
horned cattleand fheep, which they have

-imported from that ifland, thrive here

wery well, efpecislly as they have like-
- wifeintroduced the grafs named FaTax,
which makes very good paftarage, as I
chave already remarked,

‘MosT ‘part of the lands of this ifland
are employed in the cultivation of the .
coffee-tree. ‘The firft plants of this
thrubby tree were brought from Mo-
‘cha. Tt mubiplies by its grains fowing
{pontaneoufly; it requires little attenti-
on; nothing more is neceflary than to
grub up, three or four times during the -
firltyear, the acighbouring weeds, which
would otherwife deprive it of its proper
pourifhment: it grows without care the
fecond year; its branches; which extend

C2 ‘
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horizontally along .the. farface of the
ground, by their fhade ftifle the growth
of all fuchweeds, as might thootup with-
in their circumference : the coffee-tree
~ begins to carry fruit at theend of eigh- .
teen months, and in three years yicldsa
plentiful.crop. They plant thefe trees
chequer-wife, at about ~feven feet dif-
tance from one another, and, when they
grow too tall, prunethem to the height
-of perhaps.two feet from the earth,

‘A L1GHT foil is requifite for-the-cof-
-fee-tree: it thrives better in fand almoft’
pure, than in rich ground: itis obferv-
-edinthe e of Bourbon, thatthefe trees
«yield one with another, abqut a pound
of coffee every year: this fruit comes

* #0 perfe&tiop, -and is got in during dry -

_cweather, which makes it far better than
the Weft India coffee, which never ri-
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pens, nor is gathered butin rainy feafons.
The coffec muft bedried, after it is ga--
thered-in, it is thetefore laid out to the
fun for- feveral days; till the bean be-
comesquitedry: then they putitinlarge’
wooden trooghs, and with. peﬁlcs clcar
It of the pnlp. :

Twe-IsLaxnp or FrANCE,

- FaexE‘are two very good harbours
‘in this ifle, where-all the'thipping of
the ‘French Company: putin for re-
frefhments, who are employed in the
trade of China -and . the Indies; here:
their fleets alfo: rendezvous in times of
war; whieh makes this ifland not fo fo-
fitary as Bourbon, The- politics and
cuftoms of Europe have more influence.
The lands are as fruitful as thofe of
C3
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Boarbon; rivnlets, which comtiaually
run, water it like a garden: notwith- -
flanding which the barvefls often fail; -
and they mol alwgya fec! a great fcar~

city here,

SiNcE the famous M. de la Bonrdon~-
nois’s time (who governed this ifland for-
~ ten or twelve years, and ought to be-
looked upon as the founder of the co--
- lony, for his introdution and patron--
age of agriculiure) they have wasder-
od from projet to proje&:contingally,.
atempting the cultare of almef everp
kind of plants, withont prolccnting aey-
of them properly. The- coffes, the:
cotten, the indigo, the fugar-cane, the
pear, the cinnamon, the mulberry, the
* tea, and the cocoa trees, have-all boon”
* caltivated by experiments, but fo fuper-
ficially, that they could never faccesd,
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¥1ad they followed the founder’s plain
plan, which wes to fecure bread, the
iland would have beenflourithingas pre-
feat; plenty would then have reigned
amongft the colopifts, and the thip-
ping never been difappointed of the
pecelary refrefhments -and  proyvifi-
ORS, - .

NEVERTHELESS, the cultivation of
Zraip, though badly underftood, sad not
regarded, is the thing that fucceeds the
" beft. Thofe lands, which are fo em~
ployed; yicld & crop of wheat every
year, and asother of rice or Turkey
¢orn, without having a fallow year be-
tween, and withost the les? improve
ment, or any other fathioa of labour,
-then what the Malegaches pradife.

M. »x la Bourdonnois was the firft
C4
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who bronght the Maniac into this i- ’
* fland: the culture of this plant was at
firlt very difficult, bat is now thie chfef
refource of the colonifts for the noa--
rithment of their flaves, As the culh
tare of this root is the fame in ‘this
Place as in Americs, I fhalt not reconnt.
what feveral other travellers have - re~
lated,

ForMERLY they tranfported horned
cattle and fheep from Madagafcar; bue '
fince they have found thae it was more
advantageous to traafport flaves, they
have negleéted the increafe of their cat-
tle, which are daily diminithed by the

continual demands of the thipping, and
~ the wants of the inhabitants at the fame
time: befides, they have never hither-
" to formed any paftures; fuch.as they
“have attempted having been fo unkil-

t
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fully laid out, that they have not fuc-
ceeded. The ifland produces, in-diffe-
. rent cantous, naturally,an excellent kind
of grafs, which grows five or fix-feet =
high, This. grafs ‘begins to appear a~

_. bove. ground when - the rainy feafon

commences ; it performs all its vegetati-
- on-during the three months which this
feafen lafts: the inhabitants take advan- -
tage of this to paftare their herds, who

fatten furprifingly upon it; but there

remains nothing on. the ground but a
~ ftraw too hard to:afford nourifhment to

the cattle, when-the vegetation: is over;
and, foon after, the fire, which is kind-
~ led bhere by a-thoufand aecidents, con-

fumes this ftraw, and with it often pars.
- of the neighbouring forefts, During
the remainder of the year, the herds

knguifh, and ftray about: amengft the
- forefts, o

, cs
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THe method of taking the woods
off the lands by fire, without leaviag
proper diftances between the groves
2nd thickets, is the gregteft fanle which
has becn committed in this ifland, and
which has proved moft prejudicial t@
~ cultivation. ‘Fho rains, in this ifland,
conduce moft to the amelioration of the
ground; but the clouds being ftopt by
the foreils, the rains fell -there; whills
. fearce a fingle drop fale upon the clears -
ed lands: the fields, at the fame time,
being thus deprived of defeace; are ex~
pofed to the violence of- the winds,
-which frequently deftroy the harve(te.
"The Dutch found o trees at the Cape,
as has been before remarked; bat they
have planted them there, in order to
fhelter their habitations. On the cone
trary, the Ie of France was covered
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with woods, aad they have been quite
rooted up by the colonills

Tug CoisT 0F COROMANDEL,

- Iy the Eaft-Indies agriculture has
alwsye flousifhed; . however, fince tho
ecngueft of thie coumtry by the Mo.
guia, ix hes degeneracad; who, like all
berbasous paciams, have defpiled that in.
defiry whick nourilacs mankiad, (o at-
sach themielves (o that deftradtive are
which lays wafta the whole world,

Wagnthe conquerors took poffeflion
of the: country, they appropriated to
shemfelves ac the fame time all the lands,
Fhe Mogul emperors divided them in-
to great moveable fiefs, which they dif-

- tributed, among (t their. grandees; thele
Ce
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farmed them out to their vaflals; and
thofe again to others; fo that now on«
ly the fervants and day-labourers of the
fub-farmers cultivate the fields. -

As no country in the univerfe is
more expofed to revolution than the In-
dies, fubjected to mafters whofe govern-
ment is an abfolate anarchy, the poffef~
for of the fief, as well as the farmer,
for ever uncertain of their fate, endea--
vour to make the moft of the lands and
their cultivators, without ever thinking
in the leaft on improvement. Fortu-
pately for thefe Barbarian conquerars,
the fubdued natives, inviolably attached
to their ancient cuftoms, contigually
employ themfelves in agricalsure, from
inclination, and from religion. - Not-
withftanding the frantic defpotifm of -
the Mogul goverament, the Malabar,
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contemning and pityisg the  mafter
“whom he obeys; cultivates as ardemly
as if he was proprietor, the fields of his
anceftors, . the care of which is incrufte
ed to him by the ufarper,

. THE Indians fhew a great deal of
refpe& towards their labourers, Agris
culture bas.been confecrated by religi-
on, even to the animale appointed for

© labouring thelands. As the Indies are

for the moft part deficient in paftures,
as horfes are farce, as buffaloes and o--
ther cattle for the draught increafe but
flowly, the ancient Indian policy made
it a crime againft their religion to kill
thefe ufeful amimals. The Malabars
make them more ferviceable tham any
other people: they make ufe of them,
as we do, ia labouring the ground; as
alfo in drawing their casriages, and in

-
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carrying burthens of all kinds: chere-
are no other beafts of. burden in the -
meigbbourhood of Pondicherry. 1 s
of opinion, that they may be mde as
ufeful in all countries,

Ox the Coromtndel conft the fm‘! is
dry, light, and fndy; however, the inv-

‘duftey and labour of the natives mmke

i produce two cropsycarly, withous ¢ .
yer having enefallow year. Adeer the

sice batvelt is paf, there is dwaysa

csap of fome lefler graias, fuch as mib

Jet, and a kind of French. beans, which -
are preduced in grem varicsy, and of
sarious forts, in hdn.

Txrr watering the grownds for the
cultivation of rice is the mott furprifup

picce of the hushandry in Jadis,
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MACHINE FOR WATERING RICE-
GRXOUNDE,

Ix there are acither plenty of rivu.
lets nor foumtains in the lands they. ine
tend for watering, they dig a pit-welf,
on the brink of which they raife a
pillar of near the fome height as the
dopsh of the well. An iron bar at
the top of this pillar, which is forked,
crofing both divifios horizentally, fup-
ports a kind of fee-faw, to one end of

- whick 2 ladder is fufpended; the ether
end of shis: foe-faw projedis abenr thir-

- teen feet from. the top. of the pillar, ha-
wiag a fon‘g pole faflened ta it in 2

* pofition parallel with the pillar, at which
a large bucket of wdod or copper is
hung: there is a large refervoir by the
fide of this machine, built with bricks,
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and clofely cemented, raifed above the
level of the:grounds - they intend to
water; the opening whence the waters
are difcharged being on that fide which
fronts the field. Every thing being
thus difpofed, a man goes to the fammit
of the. column, by the-ladder fixed to
the fee-faw: as foon as. he-has mounted
the top, -another man, ftanding by the
fide.of the refervoir, plunges the buc-
ket, which is fufpended by the pole, in- -
to the.well; upon-which'he- at the top
comes down..the ladder, and thereby
- bringing the bucket full of water toa .
level with the refervoir, the other thera
empjies it.  As foon as the refervoir is
fall, chey open a kind of fluice; the ine
undation begins, and is kept conftandy
flowing by the operations of thefe two
men, who fometimes are thus bufied
whole days, the one afcending and de»
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fcending, the other throwing the buc.
ketinto the well, and emptying it when-
foll.

- MMAANNER.OF LABOUR,.

Tue Malabars till ‘their linds with-
inflruments like the coulter and foc.
‘They make ufe 'of oxen, but for the-
molt part buffuloes; thefe latter being
fironger, and more. capable of enduring-
the heat, than the oxen, which arecom-
moaly tender, and . very fmall on.the
Coromandel coafh..

ELOCKES OF SHEEP, &

Forthe'mof part, .th'efc, animals are’
fed with the ftraw of: rice; fomeu'b'crbs;

et
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and boiled beans. You fee fome (mall
flocks of goats; and others of fheep here-
and there in the fields, which are diffes
rent from ours by their being covered
with hair inftead of wool, They are
called CHiENs- MaROUS- in the French
colonies; Thele flocks, however, are
bean, andincreafe very flowly, -

Ir the inhabitants of India were to
eat the fleth of animals, like the Euro~
peans, they would very foon have no
attle. It appears, therefore, that the.
religious-law meking it criminal for an
Indian to eat the fleth of animals, has
been diQated by the wifdom of found
policy, which has-employed the angho-
1ity of religion to fecure obedience to a
regulation which the nature of the cli-
Toate roquirod, '

TRk



OF APaH1LO0SOPHER, 43

Grain, butter, pulfe, and fraits, are .
the chief food of the Malabars. They
ear nothing which hasever lived The .
countrics to the fouth aad weft of In-
doftonare the granarics of this vaft con-
tinent, and keep the inbabitants in plen-
ty. Thefe conntrics areflill in the pof-
feflion of the Aborigiacs of the country,
whofe laws are very favourable for a-
griculture. TheMoguls ha.vcaucmpt-'
ed feveral times, but to no purpofe, t0-
make themfelves mafters of thefe coun-
tries, ' '

GARDENS

THERE is no fort of pulfe equal to
ours in the gardens of Malabar. Ex-
clufive of the various kinds of French-
bean, fome of which are of the arbo-

[ . .
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refeent kind ;- the beft they cultivate is
the BazeLra; called in France the Sp1-
- NAGE oF CHINa; this is a lively clam-
beringplant, which, whilegrowing, they
fopport upon fticks, like our peafe, or
prop: up againft the walls, which'it very:
foon covers witha moft-agrecable vers
dure; it has slmoft'the fame 4aftc.asoue
fonge- : _ )

~ Ox the Coromandel ecaft, gardening-
" is not.much known.- Theorchards'are~

-better fupplied than the gardens; yer
they have no fruits equal to thofe of Eu-

" rope. They:do not underfand the art
of engrafting. The pine-apple, the
mango, the bonana, and the gouyave are

- thecommonfruits there. Thetwo firft
of thefe are but indifferent on the Co-
romandél coaft, though excellenton the

-
- oFi
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-coaft of Malabar, and many other parts
of India, '

THE COCOATREE,

THE cocoa-tree is the moft ufefal of
all the trees in their orchards., This
" tree bearsclulters of nuts of a great fize,
Whea thefe nuts are ripe, they yield a
fpecies of oil in great abundance, which
the Indians make different ufes of, par-
ticularly in feafoning their garden ftuff;
the tatte.of this oil is very difagreeable
1o thofe who are mot accultomed to
eatit. But the method of readecing
the culture of thisaree moft advantage.
ous is the extra@ingwine from itsfrait,
The Iadian watches-the time when the
nuts of the cocoa-trecare of the fize of
our hazel-nuts, which isfoon after thefall

i PR S P . e .
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.of the flower: he then makes an incifi-
.on in the ftalk of the clufter about feven
- or eight inches from the trunk of the

tree; here he faftens an earthen veflel
to receive the .juice, which plentifully
dpringsout: he carefully wrapsthe mouth
-of the veflet ronnd with a cloth, to keep -
~ out the air, which wouldfoon taro it to i
the fret. The veflet fillsin twenty-four
hours; and the Indian takes care to al-
ter it every day. . This nataral wine,
which is called Soury, isfoldand drunk
" .im.this ftate. Xt refembles the tafte and
firength of the MusT, or néw wine of
the grape: it keeps bur a few days:
it 1s neceflary then to diftil it, otherwife '

T it would four, and become of no manner

of ufe, Thiskind of wine, when di-
filled, is the lignor which we ‘el Ar-
 RACK,
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A cocos-TREE, managedin this man-
‘ner, is worthabout cight thilliogs a year,
Thefe trees are planted about ctweary.
five or thirty feet diftant from -each o~
ther. They produce nothing for ten
or twelve ‘years, but ‘then bear frujc
yearly for above fifty years. They
.Bourith beft in 2 mixed fandy foil; and
‘in pure fand they profper very well,

THE Malabars - caltivate feveral
‘Planis, whofe produdtions are of an oily
fabitance, in the open ficMs; fuchasthe
Sssame or GERGELIN, which is afort
of fox-grafs, and the RicIN or Parxa
‘CurisTi. Thefreth oit extradted from
this plant, which-ismade ufeof in Europe
foraviolent end dangerous canftic, cannot
have the.fame prejudicial guality in the
Ladies, as the Malabars confider it as a
gentle purgative, and the beft remedy



.
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for almoft all the diftempersincident: to
fucking children ; commoanly givingthem
afpoonfal of it, mixed in an equal quan-

tity of their mother’smilk, every month.

1 suaLL conclude thisarticle with re-

= 'marking,’that the reader maft not form

an idea of agriculture over.all the lo- -

.dies, from the fketch I.have .given of

that en the - Coromandel coaft: .this
eoaft, and the countries near .it, form

but a fmall part of-the Eaft-Indies, pro-

perly fo named: -they are, at the fame

-time, the moft barren, and have fuffered

moft from the devaftations of the Mo-
guls, from the deftruitive goverament
of thefe conquervrs, and from the con-
tinual wars which haerafs .and depopu-
late the country. The coafts of Orixa,
Malabar,- the territory of Surat, the

. -banks of the Ganges, and the interior

zf%‘f



OrFr APHILOSOPHER, 49

parts of Indoftan, are much more fruit-
ful, and agricultare flourithes amazing-
ly in feveral of thefe countries. I have
feen all. thefe things mylelf, therefore
they may be depeaded onm as falts, .

"Tue KiNeGpDoM oF S1am,

THE kingdom of Siam, which is fi-
tuated on.the peninfala of the Indies bee
yond the Ganges, iis for the moft pare
xery fruitfal.. It is divided by a chain
of .mountains from .north to fouth, l,i,ke’
Indoftan,and enjoys, allthe year round,
and at the fame time, two very contra-
xy feafons. . The weftern divifion, all
~ along the bay of Bengal, is overflowed

- by conftant rains, during the fix months
thatthe monfoons continue to blow from

the weft. On this coaft this feafon is
D
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looked upon as their winter; whilft in
~ the other divifion’ of the kingdom, toe
wards the caft, they enjoy the fineft ¢liv
anate, and never experience that diffos
renceof feafon which reigns on the web -
tern fide,-except by the inundations of
the Menam. This large river runs a~
Jongagreat wayamong mountains, where
‘the.rains concenter : it wathes the walls
«of the capital, and ovetflows every year,
without the leaft-deftru@ion, a beautifal
country, all covered with plantations of
tice. Theflime,whichthe Menamleaves
behind, earichesthe foil amazingly; the
Zice feems to grow up in proportion s
the inondation rifes, and the river at
Jeagth gently withdraws by degrees in«
toits bed, as the rice grows ripe, and has
mno-further aeed for its waters. With
‘what bounty doe¢s nature a& towards the
inhabitants of this delightful country -
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$ue has, however, done more: the ficlds
profufely produce a great variety of moft
delicate fruits, which require hardly any
_cultivation ; fuch as the pine-apple, the
mangouftas, perhaps the moft delicate
" froit that is, mangoes of feveral forts,
" and all excellem, feveral kinds of oran-
~ ges, the banana, the ducion, the gacca,
with other fruits of an inferior quality,
Nature, - ftill more bountiful, has a¥ifo
fcattered over this country, almoft on
the furface of the ground, mines of gold,
-copper, anda kiad of fine tin, which they
~call CarLin there, and in feveral other
parts of India.

. ‘Wno would imagine thatthe Siamefe,
the inhabicants of  this terreftrial para-
dife, furrounded with fuch great riches,
are, perhaps, she moft miferable of mor-
Ctals? ‘
D:

N
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Tue government: of - Siam is defpo-
tic :- the fovereign alone enjoys that li-
berty whicly is natural to all the haman
race: his fubjeétsarcall his flaves; every
one of them is yearly taxed atfix months
perfonal fervice withont wages, and even
without food :- he alows them the eother:
fix months to procure themfelves where-
withal to exilt the year. ‘There is no
Jaw that can afford prote&ion to indivi-
duals -againtt violence, or in the fmalleft
degree -fecure: them :in their property
under fuchagovernment. Every thing
is fubje&ted - to- the-caprice of a prince,
rendered brutal by: every fort of excefs,
particularly that of power;- who paffes
his days fhut up in his feraglio, without
an idea of any thing beyond the walls
of his palace; and particularly ignorant
-of the miferable ftate of his fubjetts.
Thele are expofed to the avarice of the
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grandees, who thewlelves are only the
chief flaves, and timidly approach, oa
-appointeddays, the prefence of their ty-
rant, ‘whom they worfhip as a deity,
though fubje& to the mo& dangerous
caprices. :

. REL1G10N alone has preferved the.
power of prote@ingagainft tyranny thofe
' who, ranking themfelves under its flan-
dard, are admitted into the order of the
priefts of SomoNacoNDoM, the divinity
of ‘the Siamefe. Thofe who embrace
this order, who are very confiderable;
are by law obliged to obferve the ftrict-
‘eft celibacy, which, ina warm climate,
~ fach as theirs, whillt it isthe occafion
of great difeafes, almoft depopula:es the
ifland. -

* We miy eafily conceive; that agricul-
D3
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ture cannotflourifh under fach a govern<
ment; it may indeed be faid, that ng
regard is paid toitat all, when the fmalt
piece of land which, is laboured is coms

- pared to the extenfive plaigs which ke
quite wafte. :

‘NaTurRe may be faid to do every
thing with regard tothofegroundswhich
they even have laid out, Mormls op~
prefled, debafed, without fpirit, may, in
a manner without hands, givethemfelves
hardly any other trouble than joft to
reap what the earth produces; and, a8
the country is of grc@éﬁ;cut. and bor
thinly peopled, they enjdyrabundance of
- meccflaries, almoft withoat any labour..

Frou the port of Mergin,'wbich is
fitvaced on the weftern coaftof this king-
dom, to the capital, during a journey of
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tenor twelvedays, youcrofs largeplaios,
plentifully watered, and the foil excel-
lent ; fome ¢f which appear tg have becn.
formerly culrivated, bur now lie quite
defolate. - Travellers: are .obliged to
makg this journey in caravans, ro defend -
themfelves from the tygers and the ¢~ -
lephaats, to which this fine ¢onniry isin
a manner shandoned, durlog a journey
- of eight days therg fcarce beiag any
thing like an. habitation,

. 'TaE environs of the gapital are culti»
vated ; thelands which helangtatheking,
thofe of the princes, the minifters, and
principal efficers, fhew the furprizing
fruitfulnefs of the couatry, producing,
as | have been informed, an increale of
- two hundred-fold.- )

Trs wethod in which the peaple of
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Siam cultivate their rice, is firft to fow
it very thick in a fmall fqaare plot of
ground, well watered, a little below
the furface of the ground. As foon
as the plants have grown about five
or fix inches high, they pull them up
. by the roots, and tranfplant them,. inx
fmall parcels of three or four ftalks, dif-
tant from each other about four inches-
cvery way., Thefe plants are placed
decp in a clay foil, which has been well
laboured before with a plough, drawn
by twobuffaloes. - The rice, tranfplant-
" inthis manner, has a fargreaterincreafe,
than if allowed to grow up in the fame
ground where it was firft plaated,

It is the Chinefe, and the Cochin-
Chinefe, fettled in the capital and its en-
virons, who chiefly contribute to the im-
provement of the lands, Thefe fran-
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gers are ufeful to the fovereign, by the
trade they carry on with him, and it is
the interelt of thegovernment to prote&
them from eppreffion.

I the neighbourhood of the unculti-
-vated lands T have mentioned, there are
others, belonging to different individu-
als, who, difcouraged by .continual op-
preflions, have quite abandoned them,
However,itisfurprifing to obferve thefe
lands, often’ neither laboured nor fown
for years together, produce extraordi-
nary crops of rice.. The grain, carele(-
ly reaped, fows of itfelf, and re-produces
-every year-another harveft, by the help
_of the overflowings of the river Menam:
“ which proves, at thefame time, the great
. fruitfulnefs of.the ground, and the ex-
* treme wretchedaefs of the inhabitaars..
D s
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" THE orchards of the prince, and the
great Talapoins, a religious fe&, are ad-
mirable for the great variety of their
fruirs, all of themoft delicions forts; but
noprivate individual is permitted toen-
joy thefe delicacies. When a man is fo
unhappy as to have in his grounds a tree
of excellent frait, fuch as the mangou~
ftas, a party of foldiersnever fail to come
annually, to fecure this tree’s produce,
for the king, or fome great wminifer.
They takeanaccount of every mangoufta,
good or bad, making the proprietor guar-
dian and fecurity for the whole; and,
when the fruits ripen, fhould there hap-

pen the leaft deficiency, the poor proe
prittor is fubje&ted to all the infolence
of unreftrained power ; it becomes, of
confequence, a real misfortune for a pri-
vate man to have fuch a tree.
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T Siamefe roar flocks of buffaloes,’
and black. eattle; but they take no o-
thercara of them, thaa to condu& them,
in the day time, to the fallow grounds,
which abeynd  in paftures, and bring
them hack at pight, to the inclofures, to
feeore thom from the tygers, withwhich
this eountry abounds. The milk, and
a vary liulc labour, isall the advantage:

- they draw fromthem. Their religion,
- which is the fame as that in Indoftaa,’
and which the Talapoins alone know a-
ny shingabont, forbidsthem ro kill thefe
apimals, They clude, however, this
lsw, by {elling them to the Mahometans,
fettled among them, who kill them, and
privately fell their fleth, Poultry, pars
ticularly ducks, of the beft kinds, are ia
*  great pleaty in the Indies,

THE king keeps 2 number of tame
' D¢
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clephants. Each of thefe huge animals
has twelve or fificen men conftantly em-
ployedincutting herbs, bananiers, (ekind
of large rofe) and fugar-canes, Fhey
arcafter all of no realfervice; they ferve
only for thew. They difplay, fay the"
Siamefe, the grandeur of their prince;
and he conceives an idea of his great-.
nefs, more from the number of his e-
Jephants, than from. the number of his
fubje&ts, o .

THEsE animals make moft deftruc-
tive havock wherever they gos their
keepers take advantage of this, making
every individnal, who is poflefled of cul-

tivated lands, or gardens, pay a certain

tribute every year: fhould they refafe,
 the elephants. would immediately be let
loofe, and lay their fields defolate : for

what fubje& would be hardy enongh to
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dare to fail i refped to the clephants of
the king of Siam, many of which, to.the

difgrace of humaoity, are loaded. with 2
- profufion. of titles, and-preferred to the
the firft dignities in the kingdom?.

Tue MaLaA1s,

_ Tuzpeninfula of Malaccalies beyond
the kingdom. of Siam; a country for-
merly well peopled, and, confequently,
well cultivated. ‘This nation was once
one of the greateft powers, and made s
yery confiderable figure on the theatre
of Afia, The fea was covered with
their fhips, and they carried on 2 moft
extenfive trade.. Their laws, however,
wereapparently very diffefent fromchofe
which at this time fubfit among shem.
- They fent out numbers of colonies from
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time to sime, which, ene after another,’
peopled the iflands of Sumatrs, Jave,
Borneo, the Celebes or Macifler, the
Moluccas, the Philippines, and -thofé&
pumberlefs iflands of the Archipelago,
which are the limits of Afia on the eaft,
. and which take pp an eztems. of feven
bundred leagues, in longitude, from eaft

to weft, by about fix hundredof latitude, - -

from north to fouth. The inhabitants -
of ol thefe iflands, thofe at leat upon
she cosfts, are the fame people; they -
‘ fpesk almoft the feme language, have -
the feme laws, the fame cuftoms, - Ts i¢
pot fomewhat remerkable, that this peo-
ple,whohevefuchhargepoficifions, ficuld.

bardly be known in Europe? 1 fhall

~ endeavour to0 give you an idea of theie
laws aad cuftoms, by which you will be -
 able to judge of their agricultare. ¢
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- TraviLLErs,whomakeobfervations -
ok the Malais, are furprifed to find’ the
laws, cuftoms, manners, and prejodiecs
of the old inhabitants of the north of
Eaurope, in the center of Afia, nnder the
feorching climate of the lise, The
Malais are governed by fendal laws,
that capricions {y(tem, conceived for the
defence of the liberty of a few againft
the tyranny of onc, whilft the po-’
. pulous are fubjected to flavery and op-
- pretlion,

A emEF, who is called king, or ful-
‘tan, fets forth his commands to his great
vaffals, who obey when they think fit.
‘Thefe have inferior vaflals, who often
a& in the fame manner with refped.to
* them. A fmall part of the nation live
independeng, under the tifle of OraM-
cAL, or NoBLE, and fell their fervices
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to thofe who pay them beft; whilft

~ the greateft part of the nation is com- -
pofed of flaves, and live continually in
bondage.

: Trg Malais are reftlefs under thofe
Jaws, being fond of navigation, war,
plunder, emigrations, colenies, hazard--
ous enterprizes, adventurés, and gal-
fantry. They are continually talking
‘of their honour and their bravery,:
whillt they are univerfally confidered,
by thofe with whom they have inter-
. courfe, as tite moft faithlefs and cruel
‘people in the univerfe; and yet, which
appeared very extraordinary to meé,
they fpeak the fofteft language of Affa.
“What the Count de Forbin has faid, in’
his memoirs, of the ferocioufnefs of the .
‘Macaflars, is exaltly true, and is the’
reigning charad@er of the' whole Malay
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pations. More attached. to. the abford
laws of their pretended honmour, than
to thofe of juftice or hnmanity, you al-
ways obferve, that amongft them, the
- ftrong opprefs and deftroy the weak:
their treaties of peace and friendfhip
mcver fubfiting beyend that felf-inter-
eft which induced them to make them,
they are almoft continvally armed,
and either at war amongft themfelves,
or bufied in. robbmg their neigh-
boars.

. THis ferocity, which the Malais calt
courage, is fo well known to the Eu-.

* ropean companies, who have fettlements
in the Indies, that they have all'agreed
in prohibiting the captains of their (hips,
who may touch at the Malay iflands,
from taking any feamen of that nation
on board, unlefs in the greatett diftrefs,

~\_/~\_,';-\'_w\‘_w PO - ———-
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and then, on no accouant, abovc two-or" .
three. ' ( :

It is not ftrange for a few of thefe
* eruel” barbarians fuddenly to embark,
“attack a veflel by furprife;, fword.ins
hand, maflacre the people, and make -
themfelves mafters of her. Malay
boats, with twenty-five or thirty men;
bave been known to board European:
fhips ef thirty er forty -guns, to take:
pofeflion: of them, and murder, wiith -
their fwords, great part of the crew.
The Malay hiftory is foll of fach en-
terprizes, which fhew the fangencfs oP
thefe barbanans. v

THOSE amongﬁ the Malais, who are!

" not flaves, go always armed : they would
think themfelves difgraced, if they went
sBroad without their fwords, which’

e e e e et e g g e e A
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they name CriT. . The induftry of this
pation even furpafes itfelf, in the fa. .
brick of this deftro&tive weapon,

As their lives are a continued feries .
of agitation and tumult, they could ne.
ver endure the long flowing habits,
which the other Afiatics wear. Their
habits are exaétly adapted totheir thapes,
and loaded with a muititude of buttons,
which faften them clofe to their bodies
in every part. I mention thefe feem-
ingly trifling obfervations, to prove,
that, in climates the moft oppofite, the
fame laws produce fimilar manaers, cufs
toms, and prejudices, With regerd to

- agriculture their effect is the fame,

Tue lands which the Malais poflefs
are, commonly, of a fupenor quality, -
Nature feems to have taken pleafure




"

Ly, — e -
el LoD T

66 Tue TRAVELS

ia colleéting her moft favourite produc-
tions there. They have not only-thofe
to be found in the territories: of. Siam;
but feveral others peculiar to thefe i-
flands. The country is covéred - with
odoriferous woods, fuch as thc'eaglc or -

~ aloes wood, the fandal, and the caffia:o-

dorata, a kind of cionamon. You there
breathe an air fcented: with the.odours
of numberlefs flowers of the greate(f
fragrance, of which there' is-a perpetus
al fucceflion the whole year, the fweet
flavonr of which charms-the foul, and.
jofpires the moft voluptuous fenfati-
oné, A traveller, wandering over the
plains of Malacca, feels himfelf ftrongly
impelled to- with- his' refidence fixed i
fo delightful a. place; where nature,
without art’s “afiltance, always tri-
-umphs,

/
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- . 'Tue Malay fllands - produce various
forts of dying woods, particularly the
Saran, which is the fame with the Bra-
fil wood. There are alfo a-number of
gold mines, which the inhabitants of Su-
matra and Malacca call Opairs: fome
of which, particularly thofe on the eaf
tern coaft, are richer than thofe of Bra~
fil or Peru. ‘There are-likewife mines
of fine copper, mixed with gold, which
is called TomBAGE by the inhabitants.
In the iflands of Sumatra and ‘Banea

"are mines of calin, or fine tin; and at
Succadana, in the ifland of Borneo, is a
mine of diamonds. Thofe iflands alfo
exclufively enjoy the rotin, the fagou,
or bread-palm-tree, the camphire, and
other precious aromatics. ..

~ Tue fea too is ﬁHcd with plenty of
finefifh, together with ambergris, pearls,
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gud-thofe delicate birds neflts, (fo much
in requeft in China) formed i the rocks

with the fpawa of fithes, and the foam
of the fea, by a kind of fmall-fized fwal-

low, peculiar to thofe feas: this is of
- fach an exquifite fubftance and tafte,
that the Chinefe long bought them for
their weightin gold, and ftill buy them
ata grcat price.

a

Tm: Malay is wrctched n the midit

of all this luxuriance of nature. The

- culture of the lands, abandoned to flaves,
is fallen into contempt. 'Thefe wretch-

<d labourers, conftantly dragged from

their ruftic employments, by their reft-
Jefs mafters, who delight in war and
maritime enterprizes, have feldom time,

and never refolution, to-give the necef~

fary autention to the tilling of their
lands. Their ground, in general, re--
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maios uncultivated; and brings forth no
fort of graia for the inhabitaats to fub—
4ft upon. -

"S$AGOU,

Tre fagou-tree, in part, fupplics the
want of grain, ‘This admirable tree
is a prefeat which bouatiful nature has
made to men incapable of labour, It
needs no culture; it is a kind of the
palm-tree, which grows. nawrally, in
the woods, to about twenty or thirty
feet high; its circumference being fome-
times from five to fix. Its ligneous
bark is almoft an inch in thicknefs, and
<covers a multitude of long fibres, which,
being interwoven with each other, en-
velope a mafs of a gummy fort of meal,
As foon as this tree is ripe, a whitith
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duft, which tranfpires through the pores
of the leaves, and adheres to their extre-
mities, proclaims its maturity. The
Malais then cut them dowa near the
root, and dividethem into many fe&trons,

which they fplit into quarters: they

thea fodop out the mafs of mealy fub-
ftance, which is enveloped by and ad-
heres to the fibres; in order to fepa-
rate it from the fibres, they dilute it in

pure water, and then put it through a-

ftraining-bag of fine cloth.. When this
pafte has loft part of its moiltare by e-
vapdfation, the Malais caft it into a fore

of carthern veflels, of different thapes, -

where they allow it to dry and bar-
den. ‘This pafte preferves for ma-
Dy gears, and is wholefome nourithing
food, ’ '

" In general, when the Iodians eat the

N
A |
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fagou, ufe no other preparation than
diluting it in water; but fometimes they
drefs it after a different manner: they
“have the art of feparating - the fineft of
the flour, and making it into lile
grains, fomewhat like grains of rice,
_ The fagou, prepared thus, is preferred -
10 the other, for the aged and infirm;
-and is an-excellent cure for many com-
plaints in theftomach, - It forms a whit-
ifh jelly, very agreeable to the tafte,
"when diluted, cither in boiling or cold
. Water. - :

Trouer this fagou-bearing-palm
grows nawrally in the forelts, the Ma-
lay chiefs have made very large plan-
tations of it, which conftitute one of their

principal refources for fubfiteace.

WouLp they give themfelves the
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“troiible to.colle& the various plaats of

of thofe excellent fruits, which nature
has fo liberally beftowed -upon them,

-they might have -the fineft orchards in

the world: we find, however, -none but

- afew ﬂragglin'g trees planted .at ran-

dom .about their houfes, ‘et difperfed

«over their londs withont order or fym-

qoetry.

Since the-fabje&tion to the.governs.
ment of the Datch, the -inhabitants of
the great ifland of Java-have fomewhat
better ideas of agriculture than the o-

* ther Malais. Thefe fovereign mer-

.chants have taken advantsge of the feu-
dal fyftem of the Malais, to reduce them

.under-their yoke; artfully weakening

-the regal power, by fomenting, at times,

. the rebellions of the great vaffals; and

gy T L

humbling the vaflals, in their tura, by
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fuccouring their princes, when drove
to the brink of deftruion.

" THE }avgncfc begin to redeem from
that ftate of enarchy, the confequence
of their ancient laws now almoft remem- .
bered no. longer.  With fuccefs they .
<ultivate rice, indigo, coffec, and fugar-
canc.. They rear, on the caftern coaft
of the ifland, and in the diftri@ts of Ma-
dur and Solor, in the neighbourhood,
greatflocks of very large buffaloes; their
flefhis excellent, and they are very ufe-
ful in labouring the lands, They bave
alfo great numbers of horned cartle,
perbaps, the largeft and finet in the
uniyerfe. The common palturage in
this, and the reft of the Malay iflands, -
is the fame grafs I have mentioned un~
der the article of the Ifle of France,

E 2
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which is there almoft qmté negleQted by
the colonifts,

It would be proper here to defcribe
the manner of cultivating the fpiceries,
* the indigo, the fugar-cane, and the
camphire; but thefe muft be the fub-
je& of another difcourfe. 1 could have
withed alfo to have comprehended, in
this treatife, the obfervations 1 have
amade on the Chinefe husbandry. . You
could thea:have compared nation with
nation ; and, -after having feen agricul-

ture contemned and debafed amongftfa- -

vages, opprefled and loaded with fetters
by their frantic laws, the genuine pro-

© - du&ions of delirium incompatible with

reafon, you would have obferved this.
art, which may be called -divine, “as it

was taught to man by.the fopreme Au-
thor of his being, fupported and pro-
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te&ed by laws the molt plain, thofe of
nature, dictated by her to the firft in-
habitants of the earth, and preferved,
fince time began, from generation to
generation, by one of the largeft and
wifelt nations in the world, Whilk
this comparative reprefentation difplay-
ed the wretchednefs and calamities of
all kinds, which- attend the negle&® of
agriculture, on the one hand, it would
have thewed how mauch this art, when-
properly honoured, prote@ted, and ene
couraged, will always encreafe the hap-.
pinefs of mankind on the other,

END OF THE FIRST PART.
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. HAST year I gave you afmall
‘L. {,. account of the enquiries I had
¥ ¥X 3! made in Afia and Africa con--
cerning the ftate. of agriculture in thofe
" regions, I+emarked, that there was not.
the leaft appearance of it amongft the ig-
norant and lazy barbarians, who inha.
" Eg
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bit the weftern coafls of Africa; whillt
- it flourifhed, under the fhade of liberty,
at the Cape of Good Hope, among(t the
" 'Dutch, T obferved the happy plenty
which reigned in the fruitful ifland of
. Madagafcar, inhabited by a people go-
verped bythe greateft fimplicity of man«
. pers, and with no other laws than na-.
wre’s,  Whilft I did juftice alfo to the
fyftem of cultivation that prevailed at the.
* Mle of Bourbon, which, bemg without
a port, and confequently having little or
no intercourfe with Europe, the colo-
nifts have prefervedan uncorrupted fyf-
" atem of manners, always favourable for -
agriculture, I was, at the fame time, ob-
liged toacknowledge, that thisart, which
sequires perfeverance and fimplicity, was
verymuch negle®edatthelfle of France,
which, having two excellent ports, and
 being. much frequeated by European

Tl b
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thips, wasmore mﬂnenced by the incon-
ftaar and volatile caltoms of our part
oftheuniverfe; andthat, in confequence,
though- the foil was equal to Madagaf-
car and Bourbon in fertility, their har.
veftscommonly failed, and analmoftcon-
rinual want prevailed over the ifland,
1 paffed from thence to the great penin-
fala of the Indies, where agriculture,
howerer opprefled by thebarbarous laws
ofithe Mogul conqaerors, is {till honour.
ed and mainained by the religion, the
coftoms, and the perfeverance of the
conquered Malabars, At Siam, under
the happieft climare, and blefled with-a
foil the moft fruitful in'the world, we
haveoblerved agriculturedebaled bythe
indignitiesof tyranny, and abandonedby
a racc of flaves, who after they aré¢ de-
prived of their liberty, nothing can ia-
texeft. 1 have reprefented it a!mo{t
Eé.
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in the fame condition amongft the Ma-
" ‘lais, who inhabit vaft kingdoms, and in~
numerable iflands, where nature has dif-
tributed her choiceft treafures, and la-
vx[hedhcrbounnesthhaprofuﬁonwhnch -
other regions are not acquamtcd with,
The deftrudtive genius of the feudal
laws, which keep this people in a:con-
tinual ferment, allows not their applica-
tion to the cultivation of the fineft foit
-that is, Nature alone does all. Iam
" convinced, that if the other ‘nations of
the globe, who have the misfortune to -
be governed by the feudal fyftem, inba-
bited aclimate as happy, and landsas fer-
tile as thofe of the Malais, their agri-
culture would be as much negle&ed: ne-
ccﬁ‘uy ‘alone conld force them to it.

- 1 ENDEAVOURED ip my laft dxfcomfe
.. to give youan idea of the moﬁ intereft-
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ing modes of local agriculture which I
have feen: my. chicf obje&, howerver,
was to caable you to remark, that in e-
very. country, in every regionof the u~
niverfe, the ftate of - agriculture folely -
depends-on the cftablifhed laws, and, in
confequenee, on the caftoms-and prejus
dices from which .thefe laws took their
fource. But1(hall nowcontinuemy obe-
fervations,. ,

- -

ORIGIN OF THE KINGDOM OF PON«
“T-HIAMA S,.

*_QuITTING the peninfula of Malaecs;
and the iflands of the Malais, towards -
. the north, I'fell'in.with a fmall terri-
tory under the name of CaNcagr, but
known, on the marine charts, by that
of PontriaMas. Environed by the
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kingdom of Siam, where defpotifm and
depopulationreign; thedomains of Cam-
‘boya, where no idea of cfiablifhed go-
vernment fubfifts; and the territories of
the Malais, whofe gemius, always agi-
tated by their feudal faws, can endure
- peace neither at home nor abroad; this”
delightful country was uncultivated, and-
had very fewmhabxtantsabomﬁfty years-
ago.

A Cuingsk merchant, eommandcr of

a veflel which he employed in trade, fre-

" quented thefe coafts. Being a man of
that intelligent refle@ive genius, which .

*_ fo chara&criftically marks his nation, he

.could not, without trouble, behold vaft
tradts of land condemned to barrennefs,
though naturally more fertile than thofe

" - which made the wealth of his own coun~

try: therefore, he formed a plan for



-

Or APuHiLrosorHER 87

their improvement. With this view,
having firft of all hired a number of la~
bourers, fome Chinefe, bthc_rs from the
‘neighbouring nations, he, with greatad-
drefs, infinuated himfelf into the favour
of the moft potent princes, who, for &
certain fubfidy, affigned him 2 goard
prote&t him.

“Ix the coorfe of his voyage to Bata-
via, and the Philippine lflands, he bor-
rowed from the Europeans their molt
ufeful difcoveries and improvements,
chiefly the art of fortification and de-
feace: with refpe& to internal police,
he preferred the Chinefe. The profits
of his commerce foon made him able to’
raife ramparts, fink ditches, and provide

.artillery, Thefe preliminary precag-
tions prote&ted him againft the caterpri-
sesof thebarbarianswho furrquaded hims
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He diftributed the lands to his-las

- bourers, without the-leaft refervation.

of any of thofe taxes or duties known
by the names of.fervice or fines of ‘alie-:
nation; duties which, by allowing nos

real property, become the moft- fatal
fcourge to agriculture; and is an idea -

which revolts againft the common fenfe;
of every wife nation. He provided his:

colonifts alfo with all kinds of tools fit

for the cultivation-and xmprovemcnt of:
their lands, .

In formmg a labouring and commer--
cial people, he thought; that no laws.

~ ought to be framad, but thofe which na-

ture has eftablifhed for: mankind in all-

regions: he made thefe laws refpeted;

by obeying them firft himfelf, and ex~
hibiting an example of fimplicity, in—
duftry, frogality, bumanity, and honef~
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ty: he formed, then, no fyftem of laws
—he did. more——he eftablithed mo-
rals. '

. His territories foon became thecouas
try of every induftrious man, who with-
ed to feule there. His harbour was
free to.every one. The woods- were’
cleared; the grounds wifely cultivated,
and fown with rice;. their ficlds were
watered by canals, cut from the rivers;
~ and plentiful harvefts, after fupplying
~ them with.fubfiltence, furnifhed an oby
Je& of a&tcnﬁvc trade: -

THE cnmonmg favages, aﬁom{hed'
to fee fuch plenty fuddenly fucceed to
barrenaefs, flocked for fubfitence to
the magazines of Ponthiamas;. whofe
dominions, atthis day, are looked upon -
- a8 the moft plentiful. granary. of. thas

e e
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eaftern part of Afia; the Malais, the -
Cochin-Chinefe, the Siamefe, whofe
countries are naturally fo fertile, con-:
fidering this fmall territory as the
moft certain refourceagainit famine.

. Hxp the Chinefe founder of this cow
" Jony of mercantile labourers; in imita~
tion of the fovereigns of Afia, cftablith-
ed arbitrary impofts; if by the introe
dodion of a feudal fyftem; of which be
bad examples amongft the neighbouring:
nations, iec had vefted in himfelf the
fole property of the lands, under afpe~ - -
cious pretence of giving them. away
vo his colonifts; if he had made loxu-- -
vy reign in his palace, inftead of that

~ fimplicity which diftinguifhed his hum-
ble dwelling; had he placed his ambis
tion in 2 fplendid courz, and multitudes.

"of fawniog flaves; had he preferred

P ,~
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the pleafing to the ufefil arts, defpifing
the induftrious, who cultivate the ground
~ with-the fweat of their brow, and pro~
vide fuenance for themfelves and their -
felow creatures; had be treated his
aflociates as flaves; had he received
‘ftrangers in any other manner thanas -
friends into his port; his fields had Rill
been fierile, his realms wichous inbabi-
tants, who muft have died of hanger,
in fpight of all their knowledge of a-
gricaleure, and all the affiftance they:
could derive from the moft ufeful ine
_dtruments cither for tilling or fowing
their grounds. . But the fage Kisng-tée,,
which is the name of this. judicious
Chincfe, perfuaded that bhe fhould be
always rich, if his labourers were fo,
cftablithed only a very moderate duty
on all the merchandize entered at his
post; the produce of his lands appear-

-
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ing te him fufficient to make. him po-
»_tent and great.  He was refpe@ed for
“bis integrity, bis- moderation, and . his
humanity. He never- defired.to reign;
but only to found the empire of reafon. -
" His fon, who now reigns, inherits his- -
“virtues as well as his pofleffions: by-
‘agricultore, and the trade be carries on-
_ with the produce of his lasds, he has.

become. fo powerful, that the favages,.
his nelghboarsr call: him - king, a- tuler
hatefal to him.. He pretends to no.
right of fovereignty, but the-nobleft of-
all, that of doing good; happy- in: being*
the firft labourer, and the firft: mer-: -
chant of his couatry, he deferves, as-
well a3 his father,. the title of The
Friend of Men, which is more glo:-
rious than that of king. .

Whaar a difference there is between-:
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fach men and thofe conquerors fo fa-
mous, who farprife and lay wafte the
«earth; who, abufing the right of con- -
queft, have éftablithed laws, which, e-
ven #fter:the world has been freed of
thefe tyrants, has perpetunated, for ages,
the wretchédnefs of mankind!

x

" CaMBoYAAND Tsiampa;

We find the countries of Camboya
and Tfiampa north of Ponthiamas,
They, particularly, are naturally fer-
tile, and appear, in former fimes, to
Have been well cultivated; but. the go-
vernment of thefe two fmall ftates ha-
ving no fettled form, the inhabitants be-
ing continually bufied in deltroying ty-
rants, only to receive others in their
place, have negle&ted to cultivate their
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fands. Their ficlds, which might be
covered with rice, with berds, and with
flocks, are deferts; and the natives
are reduced. to feed on a few forry
roots, which they colle& from amidft
the brambles, that overfpread their
lands. . o

It furprifes travellers to find the
“ruins of an old city, built with ftone,
she archite&ure of which refembles that
of Europe, at a fmall ditance from the
miferable canton of Camboya. The
aecighbouring fields too fill preferve-
‘the traces of ridges: every thing fhews
-that agricolture and the other arts have
-once. been in a flourithing condition
<here; but they bave now difappeared,

with the pation who cultivated them, =

Thofe by whom this country is at pre-
-feat inhabited have oo hiftory, or tra-

T or
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dition, which can enhghtcn this fubje&
in the leaft.

CocuniN-CHINA,

. 'Tue Cochia-Chinefe, who border
o Camboya to the north, obferving the
- lands of this kingdom defolate and ne-
.gle&ed, fome years ago took pofieflion:
of fuch tracks as were mof} convenieat,
and have there introduced an excellent
culture. The province of Donnay,
ufurped in this manner from Camboya,
is at prefent the granary of Cochin-Chi- .
na. This kingdom, one of the largeft
in Ealtern Afia, was inhabited by an

.+ inconfiderable nation, barbarous and fa-

vage, called Loi, about one hundred
and fifty years ago, who lived partdy
by fithing, partly on roots, and the wild -
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, fruirsof the country, and regarded a-
gricultare very little,

A Tonquinefe prince, unfuccefsfol
in a war he carried on againft the king
of Tonquin, under whom he enjoyed
an officc like the Maires de Palais, un-

-der the Merovingian race of the kings
of France, retired with his foldiers and
adherents acrofs the- river which fepa-
rates that kingdom from Cochin-Chi-
na. The negroes, who then poffefled
this country, fled before thefe foreign<
ers, and took refage among thé moud-
tains of Tfiampa, After a long war
with their ancient enemies, who pur-
fued them, the Tonquinefe - runaways
remained at length quiet pofleflors of
the country called Cochin-China: it
extends about twe hundred leagues
from north to fouth, bur narrow and
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unequal from caft to weft. They then
whally applied themfelves to the culti-
vation of rice, which, being the com-
~ mon food of the inhabitants of Afia, is
tto them an obje& of the greatet im-
portance. They feparated into little
~ cantonments, and eftablithed themfelves
cn the plains, which extend along the
banks of the-rivers.

Tue fruitfulnefs of the foil, which
'had ‘been a long time uncaltivated, foon
plentifully rewarded their 1abours; po-

pulation increafed in proportion to the .

<ultare; -and their cantons extended in
fuch.a manmner, :that all the plaios of
this large country being put into a ftate
of improvement, they were tempted to
encroach upon thofe of Camboya, which-
were in a manaer quite abandoned, I
never aw any country where the pro-
F
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grefs of population was fo remarkable

-a8 in Cochin-China, which muft be at~
tributed not only 1o the climate, and

the fertility of the foil, but tothe fim-

-plicity of their manners, to the pra-

dence and induftry of the women as
well as the men, and to the differemt
kinds of excellent fifh, which, with
rice, is their common food.

CULTURE OF VARIOUS SORTS OF RICE
IN COCHIN-CHINA,

* 'THERE are different forts of rice cuk

"“'T"‘"*"‘m

ivated by the Cochin-Chinefe: the

. L1TTLE RicE, the grain of which is

Tmali, oblong, and tranfparent; this is
by far the moft delicate; it is common-
ly miniftered to the fick: the GREaT
Loxc Rick is thatwhofcthape is round:

3
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the REp RicEk, fo called becanfe the
grain is enclofed in a hufk of a reddifh
colour, which Ricks fo clefely, that it
requires a very uncommon operation
to divide it. Thele three forts are
produced in the greateft plenty, and
form the chief fobfiltence of the inha-
. bitants, They require water, as the
grounds where they are cultivated muft
be overflowed.

Tuex propagate alfo two other kinds
of dry rice, which grow in dry fails,
aad, like our wheat, need no other wa-
tering but what they receive from the
clouds. Oae of thefe fpecies of rice
has a grain as white as foow, which,
when drefled, is of a clammy fubftance;
they make various forts of pafte of it,
. fuch as vermicelli, Both thefe kinds
form a confiderable article in their trade

F 2
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with Chipa, TFhey cukiivate them on-
1y enthe mountaims-and. rifing grounds,
_which they labour with the fpade.
They fow thefe grains as we.do wheat,
about the end of December, or begia-
ning of January, when the rainy fea-
fon ends: they are not- above three
months in the ground, and.yield a plen-
tifal crop.

T am induced to believe, that the cul-
ture of this valusble -grain would fuc-
ceed very well inFrance. Ja the years
‘1749 and 17501 frequently travelled
~.over the mountains- of Cochin-China,

‘where this rice-is cultivated; they-are .

-very high, and the temperature of the
Air cold: in the month of .January,
1750, 1 obfetved that the - rice was ve-
.ry green, and above three inches in
sheight, although -the liquor in Reau-

~e
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mut’s thermometer wasonly aboutthree
degrees above the freezing point

1 carriED fome hundred weights of
“this grain to the Ifle of France, where
it'was fown, and fucceeded, producing
a- larger crop than anyother fpecics.
The colonifts received my prefent with:
the greateft eagernefs, as, exclufive of
its fuperior increafe, it has a-better
nfte, is lefs troublefome, as-the fields
‘do mot need to be overflowed; and, as
it ripens fifteen: or- twenty days fooner
then the other forts; it can-be“reaped
and fecured before -the ftormy: feafon,
which often makes great havock with
“their later hatvefts. The other kinds
“of rice, being of a flower growth, re-
quire their grounds to be laid under
water, after the manner of the natives

Fi3 -
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of the Coromandel coaft *; but ear
colonifls regard agriculture fo lide, -

that it has never yet been introduced by
them. |

" Cwz might have imagined, that the
probis flowing from the culivaion of
dry rice, would hawe engaged the co-
lonills to attend very carcfully toiit;
and thay, from the Mle of Franee, it
mighe bave been cafily introduced imta -
Enrope: but I have cadeavoured to
psocure it from this ifland to no pur-
pofe; thofe ta whom ¥ have applied.
have fent me only commen rice, which,
requires warer aod warmth, ‘The cule

- ture of dry rice has, like every ather
kind of agriculiure, been left to the
unexperienced iguosance of faves, who

* See Page 39.
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have mixed all the different kiads toge-

gether, in foch a masner, that the rice

‘of Cochin-China being ripe [ong before
the oshers, the grains have dropt. from
the ears before they were reaped, aand:
the fpecies, ja this manner, has been, by
degrees, quite lof io that ifland. If a
ny traveller, whom bufinefs or curiofity
might lead te Cachin-China, would fend:
over bat a few pounds of this excellent:
grain, 'he would deferve our greateflt:

. thanks,

e

. 'TrE commonriceis cultivated by the
Cochin-Chincfe, very near ia the fame.
way as the Malabers on tbe Coroman-
del coaft do. After having ploughed
their groond twice, they fow the rice
in a fmall field which has been well Ja-
boured with the fpade ; they cover the:
furface of this litle field with water,
F 4
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not very high ; and as foon as the rice
is about five or fix inches in height, they
harrow over their largefields, and over-
flow them with water; then pulling up
the rice-plants in the feed-plots, tranf-
plant them into thefe grounds, thus pre-
pared, in fmall parcels of four or five
ftalks, about the diftance of fix inches
from each other. This work common-
ly employs the women and children, -

TreCochin-Chinefe havenomachine
for overflowing their lards, nor indeed
have they occafgon for any: their plains,
which from one end of the kingdom to
the other are commanded by a chain of
high mountains, are fupplied with fprings. -
and rivalets in abundance, which natu-
rally overflow the grounds, according as
their courfe is direéted. .

AT p "W—”-f“»—«w\t"w‘»r‘“~’*ﬂ .
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" THERE are alfo various forts of grain

caltivated here, fuch as the mahis, mil-
lets of different kinds, feveral fpecies of

" the French bean, potatoes, yams, and
~ plenty of other roots fit fos the fubfi(-
" tence of mea and animals, Bat the
" cultivation of - the fugas-cane, next to

the rice, is the moft importantadvantage
to them;: and Cochin-China produces it
more abundantly. than any country in -

~ Afia,

SUGAR-CANES,

Tuere are two forts of fugar-canes
in this country; the firft grows high and
thick, the joints at a.great diftance from
one another, the colour always green,
the juice plenty, with-very little of the
falt init. This fpecies of caneiis in ge-

Fs
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neral ufe for feeding and fattening of
cattle; and experience teaches them that
o fort of food fattens mankind, as well
as animals, fooner or better, than this
fugar-cane, eat while green, and the fo-

gar which is extraéted from it.

ThrE fecond kind is fmaller in every
way, with its joints approaching nearer
together: it affumes: 2 yellow colour
when ripe; and contains lefs water, and
more falt, than the other.

WauEN the Cochin-Chinefe prepare

“thegroundfor the fugar-cane, they turn

it up to the depth of two feet; this o-
perationis performed witha plank, Thcy
thenplantjointsor eyes of thecane, three
and three together,. in a herizontal po-
fition, almoft in the fame way as they

plant vines in many French provinces, -
Thefe {lips are planted chequer-wife, a-

M4 o o
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bout eighteen inchesdeep in theground,
fix feet diftane from each ather; they. .
perform this operation towards the con-,
clafion of the rainy feafon, fo that the
flips may be fufficicatly watered, till fuch
time ag they have taken root. During
the firft fix manths, they give them two
dreflings with a kind of pick-axe, in or-.
der to deftroy the weeds, and preferve
a moifture about the roots of the canes,
by heapiog the carth around them.

THEY gather the firlt crop twelve,
and fometimesfourteen, monthsafter the.
plaptation. By - this time the canes,,
though planted at fix feet diftance, be-
cae fo bufhy, shat it is impoffible to en-
ter the field, without making ufe of an ..
axe to clear your waye

" AFTER the canes are cut, and tidup . _
' Fs
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into bundles, they are carried to the
millp, to extra& their juice. As thefe
engines have been defcribed by many
“eravellers, 1 fhall not here defcribe their
form, which much refembles thofe of
the Weft-Indies: they employ oxen or
mules, inftead of water, to fet the two
cylinders in motion, between which the
v fugar-cancs are prefled.

WHEN the jniceisextra&ed, they boil
it a few hours in large kettles, in order
 to evaporate part of its water: itis then
carried to the neighbouring market, and
fold in that condition, Here the in-
duftry and the profits of the Co-
chin-Chinefe pldnter ends.  The mer-
chants buy the juice, Which refembles
pore water; they re-boil it, throwing
fome alkaline fubftance,fuch as the athes
of the leaves of the mufa or bananier,
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- andfhell-lime intothe kéttle; they know
" mo other; thele ingredients throw up

" - a thick fcum, which the refiner careful-

ly takes off: the a&ion of the alkali haf-
tens the feparation of the falt from the

- water, and, by the force of boiling, re-

duces the juice of the cane to the con-

fiftence of fyrup. As foon as this fyrup
" begins to granulate, they decant it into

a great earthen veflel, where they cool

it about am hour; when'a kimd of cruft,

fill foft, and of a yellowifh taint, appears
on the top of the fyrup; then they im-
mediately empty it into a veflel of a co-
nic fhape, which they name a Fomrm,

Without this intermediate operation of
cooling the fyrup, it would harden into:
a mafs, and not being granulated, wonld
- of confequence want one matcml qua-

- lity of fugar.

i
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THese fugsr-cones, or forms, are of
baked earth, in Cochin-China, ke thofe
‘of osr Well-India:colonies, about three
feer high, pierced at their narrow ex-
tremities, and commonty hold about forty
ox fiftypounds of fugar., Thefe rorwms,
when full, areplaced on another carthen
veflel, the mouih of which is proporti-
aned to receive the narrow end of the
cone, and meft be large enough to hold
the coarfe fyrup, which difils from the
fugar, through fome firaw which im-
~ perfedly ftops up the little opening in
. the bottom of the roxs,

- Wugn they fuppele the fyrup bas ac-
quired the confiltence of falt in every
past of the cone, they then proceed to
whiten and purify it. They diffolve-
a fine fort of whitith clay in a trough,
with fuch a quantity of water as, when
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" thus prepared, prevents it from having
too much confiftence; they then lay it
upon the furtace of the fugar with a
truel, to the thicknets of abomt twe in-
ches, in the void fpaceleft at the top
of the Foxm by the condenfing of the
fagar, after purging itfelf of the coarfer
fyrup or melafies. The water coptain- |
cd in the clay -penetrating by degrees
into the mafs, wathes it, and carries off
infenfibly the remaining fyrop, and e-
very forcign particle that adheres maft
clofely to the fugar. When the clayhar-
dens, they replace it with 2 freth quan-
- tity, diluted as the firft: this operation,
which lafts about twelve ar fificen days,
is the fame here as in oor Wefd-India
- _coloni¢es. Some refinersof Cochin-Chi-
na, however, bave a different method,
In ftead of clay, tempered thus with wa-
ter, they cut the trunk of the mufa or
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* bananier into little pieces, which they
place upon the fugar:. the truak of this
tree is very watery; the water-of a de-
tergent quality; and dittills from the fi-
bres; which envelope it, in-very fmall
drops. Thofe who follow this method
~ pretend, that the operation is thereby
-rendered ‘lefs tedious, and that the fu-

. gir acquires a-more beautiful colour-.

Tae procefs of the Cochin-Chinefe,

.in refining their fugar, goes-no farther:

~ they know nothing about the- ftoves in
. ufe in the Weft-Indies. After having
clayed their fugars fufficiently, they fell
them in the public markets, particular-
ly to the Chinefe, and other forcigners,
who are invited to their ports-by the
moderate price of this commodity, which
is cheaper at Cochin-China than any o-

ther place in India,
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Tz white fugar of the beft quality

~ is generally fold-at the port of Failo, in
exchange for other merchandize, at the
-Tate of about fourteen thillings fterling
. a hundred weight. There is a great
trade in this commodity, The Chiaele
alone, whofe lands do not produce e-
nough for their own confumption every
year, tranfportaborve forty thoufand bar-
rels, weighing about two thoufand each,
from: Cochin-China.. .

It maft be remarked; that rhis coun-
try, which produces this commodity fo
plentifully, and at fo low a price, being
a new kingdom, ought to be looked u~
pon, in fome meafure, as a colony: it is
worthy obfervation-too, that the fugar-
‘canc is there cultivated by free: men, and
all the procefs of preparation and refig-
ing, the work of free hands. Compare

e SN o TSI S NI T N
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then the price of ibe Cochin-Chinefe
produdlion with the fame commodity
which is cuhivated and prepetest by the
mifersble flaves of cur Eurepean colo-
nies, and judge, if, topracare fegarfrom
our colonies it was neceflary to autho-
rize by law the flavery of the wnhappy
Africans tranfported to America, From
what 1 bave obferved at Cocbin-Chins,
1 canoot doubt in the leaft, boe thas i
our Weft-India colonies had been dif-
tributed without refervation among(t a
- free people, they would have produced
double the quantity that is now procur-
ed from the kabour of the unhsppy fa-
vages. : ' :

WaaT adwantage, then, has Evrope
got, polifhed as it is, and thoroughiy
verfed in the Jaws of mature, and the
rights of maakind, by legally authori-

N .
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zingthe daily outrages againft humanna-
" ture in our colonies, allowing fem ta
debafe man almoft belowthe level of the
brutal creation? Thefe flavith laws have
proved as eppofite to its imcreft as they
are to its honour, and to the laws of he-
mapity. Lhaveofeen made this remarks:

LiserTyY and property are the foum-
dation of plenty, and good agricultare:
Ineverfawit flourith where thofe rights
of mankind were not fteadily eftablifhe
¢d. Thbe earth, which lavithly mokis
plies her predutions, under the hands
of tbefree-bornlabourer, feems tafhrink
inso barrennefs under the {weat of the
flave. Sech is the great Author of our
pature’s pleafure, who has made man

" free, and afligned ta him the éarth, that

he might cultivase bis pofleflion with the
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fweat of his brow; ‘but ftill fhould pof-
fefs his liberty, .

- TrE Cochin-Chinefe, exclufiveof the
fagar-cane, employ themfelves in the |
culture-of other produtions, 'of great
importance bothtotheir interior fabrtcs,

and external commctcc.

" THEY cultivate the cotton-tree, the
muiberry, the pepper, the varnifh-tree,

the date; the tes, the 'indi‘go, and ‘the’
faffron, with'a plantpeculiar to the coun=
try,named ‘T'sa1, which, being fermem=
ed like indigo, plentifully furnifhes a
flower of a green colour; which, in dy-
ing, gives a lafting-tin@ure of a fine e-

merald colour. “This plant would un-

~ doubtedly be a very precious prefent to
~our Weft-India colonies,

W p— WLt e
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I.MusT decline-entering into.a detal
of the various procefles -attending thefe
differentculturesag prefeat.  They will
afford fubje& for fome future difcourfes,

In Cochin~China, the foil is common-
ly excellent, .and they cultivate.it well,
Their mountains are generally fallow,
as population is.not even fufficiently con-
fiderable for the cultivation of all the
plaia grounds they have taken pofieflion
of in Camboya: thefe mountains pro-
duce, however, the cagle or aloes-wood,
which is the moft .valuable perfume in
the univerfe ; the fapan-wood, the fame
with. that of Brafil; and the cinnamon,
in.fmall quantities indeed, but far fupe-
rior in quality to.that of Ceylon. The
Chinefe pay three or four times more
for it than-for that which the Dutch im-
port-from-thatiland. They have like-
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wife different kinds of admirable wood
for joyner ard cabinet-work, - particu-
larly the rofe-wood; the wea-wood is
 excellent for buildiag, and is preferable
~ toall others in the building of the roy-
al galleys, having cvery property that
- can be defired either for-beauty or fo-
lidity. From their mountailis alfo, and
from the forcfts with which they are
covered, they procure ivory, modk, wax,
iron, and gold in great pleaty. “Thefe
mountains too ure full of game, fuch
a3 deer, antelopes, wild goats, peacocks;
pheafants,&c. The chace isfree to all,
but dangerous from the number of ty-
gers,elephants, rhinoceros,and other car-
nivorous and deftru@ive animals, which
are very plenty in the forefts,

THE fea, which wathes their co#ﬂs; 4
as well as the rivers, are we!l fupplied
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with excellent fith. Every one has the
liberty of fithing; in which the Cochin-
Chinefe take grem delight. They live
chiefly on fifh and rice, as 1 have be-
fore remarked.

Tuzir domefticanimals are,thehorfe
for the road, the buffalo for labour,and
the cow. the hog, -the goat, the goofe,
thé duck, and hens, of different kinds,
forthetable. Thefeanimalsthrivevery
well, and in great plenty. The kisg -
alone referves to himfelf the exclufive
right of breeding clephants for the war ;
and thisis a refervation which no one en-
vies him, He commonly maintains foar
fundred of them ; he could maintaia
four thoufand men at a much lefs ex-
peace. TheCochin-Chinefe have a few
good fruits; the pine-apple, and oran-
ges of various forts, arc the beft their
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country produces, They donot culti-
vate the vine, though it .is one of the
native produdions of their lands. They
are but poorly provided with pulfe. In
fhort, their orchards and their gardens
areveryfmall, They attach-themfelves

- to the more effential branches of agri-
culture.

. ArTHOUGH this artis not yet arriv-
- ed at that degree of perfe&ion in Co-
chin-China, to which it might be carri-
ed, with the advanwage-of fuch an ex-
-cellent foil, yet the manness of the peo-
ple being very favourable, it flourithes
~ greatly. The-Cochin-Chinefe are gen-
e, hofpitable, frugal, and induftrious.
- Thereisnotabeggaria the country ; and
robbery.and murder-arequite unknown.
A foreigner may wander over the king-
dom, from one end.to another, (theca-




OF APHILOSOPHER, 121

pital excepted) without meetingthe leaft
infult : he will-be every where received
with a moft eager curiofity, but, at the
fame time, with great benevolence. 1
have here remarked a caftom fingular
indeed, but expreflive of their goodnefs
of heart.  A‘Cochin:Chinefe traveller,
“who hasnot money gnough to defray his
expences at an ino, enters the firft houfe
of the town or village he arrives at: no
‘body inquires his bufinefs; he fpeaks to
none, but waits in filence the hour of
dinner; fo foon as the rice is ferved up,
he modeftly approaches, fits down at ta-
ble along with the family, eats, drinks,
and goes .away, without fpeaking one
word, -or any perfon’s putting a fingle
‘queftion to him; it was enough they faw
-he was a man, a brother in diftrefs; they
‘Wanted no further information,
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Taifixfirlt kings, eftablifhers of this
monarchy, governed the nation as a fa-
ther governs hisfamily; they eftablilhed
the laws of nature alone; 2nd they paid
the -firft obedience to them themfelves,
Chiefs of an immenfe family of labour-
" ers, they gave the firft example of la-
bour; they honoured and encouraged
agriculwve, as the moft vfeful and ho-
nourable employment of the human
sace.  They reguired only a fmall an-
‘nual free-gift from their fubjeds, to
defray the expence of their defen-
five war againft their Tonquinefe ene-
mies. ’ ~

Tuis impofiion was regulated, by
way of poll-tax, with the greatelt equi-
ty. Every man, able to labour the
‘ground, paid in to the magiltrate, on
-account of the prince, a fmall fum, pro-
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portioned to the ftrength of his confti-
tution, and the vigour of his arm ; and
nothing more. It was under their
reign, that this nation multiplied fo a-
mazingly, in confequence of the abund-
ance furnithed by the cultivation of their
lands. Whilft they reigned, the trea-
ties entered into, on the banks of the
river which feparates Tonquin from

‘Cochin-China, between the chiefs of
~ their family and thofe who followed
them in their retreat, were moft reli-
gioufly obferved, It is to this recipro-
«cal faithfulnefs that Cochia-China owes
its prefent flourithing condition, with
regard to power, Population, and agri.
culture,  Their ' fucceflor, who now
reigns, inherits their goodaefs of heart, ’
but has the weaknefs to fuffer himfelf
to be governed by his flaves, Thefe
have acquired the art of feparating the

2
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intereft of ‘the prince from that of his
people. They have infpired him with
the thirft after perfonal ‘weatths “The
‘large quantity of gold ‘which they have
,dug from the mines, during this reign,
has already-proved detrimental to in-
duftryandagriculture, ' In the palace’it
has been produdtive of Iluxury aud
.corruption, which alwaysattend it,

THai1s princehas been infenfibly1ed
-to hate the-mean habitations of his fore-
fathers, #e"has ‘built a'fine palace, a

league in circumference, environed by

a brick wall, ‘on the model of that of
Pekin, Sixteen hundred pieces of can-

non, mountéd around the palace, an-
pounce to -the people the approaching
Jofs of their liberties and rights.

‘HEe found a necéﬂitftdo?ér 2 Win-
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ter palace, a fammer palace, and an au-
tumn palace. . The ancient taxes were.
not fufficient to defray thefe expences;..
they were enlarged ; and new impofiti-
ong devifed, which, being no longer vo-
lantary contributions, could not be le-
vied. but. by-force, and tyrannical. op-
preflion.. His courtiers, -who - found.
their intereft in-the corruption of their
prince, have. called him the King. of

 Heaven: Vous Tfoi, hearing himfelf.
trequently fo ftiled, at length thought.
he might affame it. *“Why,” as he was.
one day-addrefling himfelf to me, he
faid, * de-not yeu come oftener to -pay
‘¢ your- court. to the .King of Hea-
‘ven?”’

Txzss defigning: fyeophants, who-

fecurc every avenue to the royal ear,

bave had the-craftinefs to over-awe the-

| G 3 .
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- ordinary adminiftration of juftice; ‘and,

taking advantage of exemption from

punithment, have plundered the labour-

ers, and filled the provinces with ope:
preflion and diftrefs,

1 HavE obferved afl along the high-
ways whole villages newly deferted by
their inhabitants, worn out by fruitlefs
Jabour, and everlafting exations, and
their lands, in confequence, falling back
_ 1o their original umcuhivated conditi-
on.

Ix the midft of alt ¢his growing dif-
* order, the pritrce, whofe mind has been
furprifed by fawning flatterers, and'
who alone is ignorant of the villainy of
thofe who furround him, ftill preferves
a refpe@ for the masaers of his fore-
fathers; he does not, indeed, bike
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them, gwe an exampie of perfonal la-
bour, bat ftill his defire is to proteét a-
gricultare.

I nave feen him, at the begirning
of the new year, prefide, with all the
fimplicity- of his predeceflors, at the
general  affembly of the nation, which
is held every year on that day, in the:
open field, in order to rensw the reci-
procal oath for obfervation of the pri-
mordial ‘contract; which eftablifhed him
father of his people, at the fame time
that they invefted him folely with the
power, the nobleft indeed of all, of ma-
king his people happy.

Wuen he is talking of his futjedts,
he calls them fill by no other name
than that of his children. 1 have feen
him too aflift, like a fimple individual,

G 4
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in the annual affembly of his family, ac-

- cording to the ancient cuftom of the
nation; an affembly where the moft
aged always prefide, without regard to
the dignities of thofe of younger years,
This, however, feemed to me only a
formality venerable from cuftom; for

. what is man, wh ere the King of Hu-
ven 13"’ :

- CORRUPTION, it is true, has not yet -
_infe&ted the general body of the peo-:
ple; they ftill preferve their primitive
manness: it.is hitherto confined to the
palace,.and the capital; itigfource, how-
ever, is too clevated to-prevent its pois -
foned ftreams from flowing to the
plains, It is from the great that the
corruption of a people ever derives its
- origin. co B
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- WHEN it fhall bhave infeted every.
rank ; when the foundations of agricul-
ture, liberty and property, already at~'
tacked by the great, fhall- be over .
thrown; when the profeflion:of-the far- -
mer fhall become the moft defpicable,

* and have the leaft gain, what muft be
the fate- of agriculture?. Without a
flourifhing, agriculture,. whas .muft be.
the fate of thofe mukitudes, broaught up,
under its wing?. What muft be the fate

of prince and people? It will refem- .
ble that.of the nation who pofleffed the
country before them; perhaps that - of-
the barbarians, who yielded it to  that-
nation: of them--there are no remains;
but the ruids of a large wall, near the -
capital, ‘ which appears to ‘have beer .
part of a .great city: it is of brick, and
of a.form very. different from whae
“is to. be.feen .in the other  countries

Gs.
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of Afia: no hiftory, howerver, no tra-
dition has preterved the memory of the
builders.

Urox ‘the whole, ¥ conclade, from
the general corruption which threatens
. the manners of the Cochin-Chinefe,
that agriculture is on the decline, and
that whatever cfforts' they may make
to fapport it, it has mow paflfed its
beft fiate, and muft inevitably degene-
rate. '

CHINA,

1 A now near the end of my tra-
vels.  Quitting the coafts of Cochin.
China, and dire&ting my courfe towards
the north-caft, I proceeded for China,
which the Cochin-Chinefe refpettfully
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all, Nusk o’ a1 Ming—rHe DoMmi-
NIoNs OF THR GREAT LuMiINary,
After failing fome days, before there
Was any appeéarsnce of land, I faw along
the herizon a forelt of malls, and pre-
fently afcerwards a vaft number of boats,
. which covered the furface of the wa-
ter. ‘Thefe were a great muititude of
fithermen, whofe induftry drew fubfif-
tence for pumbers from she fea. Inow
began to perceive land; 1 advanced to
the¢ mouth of the river, flill amidft
crowds of fithers, throwing out their
lines on every fide. Ientered the ri.
ver of Canton; which is ihabited like
the land; its banks lined with fhips at
anchor; a great numbker of fmali craft
are coodtantly gliding aloag in every
diseétion, fome with fails, others with
oars, often vanifhing quickly from the

fight, as they enter the innumerable
- G 6 '
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canals, dug with amazing labour, a-
crofs extenfive plains, which they wa-
ter andrender fertie. chat fields, ar-
. rayed in all the fplendor of the harveft,”
. with flately villages rifing to the fight
on all fides, embellifh the remoter view,
whillt meuntains, covered with verdure,
cut into terraffes, and fhaped into am-
phitheatres, form the back ground of
this beawtiful landfcape.

I soox come to Canton, where frefh
fubje@s for admiration arife ; the noife,
‘the motion, the throng encreafes; the
water, as well as land, being every -
where covered with multitudes. AL
tonithed at the furprizing appearance,
1 inquire into the numbers of inhabi-
tants of this city and faburbs;.and, af-
ter comparing different accounts, find
that they muft amount at leaft to eighs
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“hundred thoufand in number; My
aftonithment, however, is greatly ang-
.mented, when I learn, that, to thenorth~
ward of Canton, about five.leagues up
the river, is a village named Facaan,
which contains a million.of inhabitants,
and that every part of this great em-
pire, extending about fix huadred
leagues- from north to fouth, and - ag
much from caft to weft, was pcopled in
the fame proportion,

By what art canr the earth producc
-fubﬁﬂence for fuch numbers? Do the
Chinefe poflefs any fecret art of mul-
plying she grain and provifions neceflary
for the nourifhment of mankind? I -
pafled over the fields, I introduced my-
felf amonglt the labourers, who. are

" commonly - gentle, polite, and. afiable,
with fome fhare of learning, and know-
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Jedge of the world, to fatisfy myfclf and
fee the reafon of it. Iexamine, and pur-
fue them through all their operations,
sad obferve that their fecret confifts
folely in manuring their lands judici-
oufly, ploughing them to a confiderable
depth, fowiag them in the proper fes-
fou, turning every inch of ground which
cn prodece the moft inconfiderable
crop to advamtage, and preferring the
culture of grain te every other kind
of culture, as being the moft impor-
tant. '

.. 'Tr1s fyftem of culrure, the latt ar-
ticle excepted, appedrs te be the fame
that is recommended in all our beft au-
thors, both aacient and modern, who
bave wrote on this fubjet; our common
habourers are acquainted with ir; but
how much muft our European farmers

TSt g e
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be furprifed, when they are told, thac’
the Chinefe have no meadows, natural
nor artificial, and have not the leafd
‘ conception of fallowing, never permitting
their lands to lie the fmaReft time fal-
low. a

Tz Chinefe labourers would confi
der meadows, of every denomination,
as lands in a ftate of narure; they fow’
their lands all with grain, and give the
preference to fuch grounds as we gene-
rally lay out in meadows, which, lying’
low, and being properly firnated with
refpe to Water, are confequeatly the
moft fertile. They affirm, that a field
fown: with graim, will yield as much
fraw for the nourifhiment of eattle, as -
it would have produced of hay, befides
the'additional advantage of the grain
for the maintenance of man, of which
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they can- fpare too, in .plentiful fea~
fons, a fmall pomonfor theanunal crea=
tion. .

SucH is the fyftém adhered to from
one end of the empire to the other, ands
confirmed by . the: experience ‘of four
thoufand years, amongit a -people the:
moft attentive to their- intcreft “of. anyg ‘.
‘pation in the nniverfe. .

_ TuaT which muft render-this plan-~
of agricalture. the more inconceivable
to.Europeans, is the idea of their.never
allowing their lands to lie one feafon un~
Jaboured. Thofe who for fome years
have endeavoured, with -fuch - public+
pirited. zeal, to re-animate-amongft us
this negle@ed art, have confidered, as
~ the firft and moft important obje&, the
multiplication of artificial meadows, tor

o R i < - il
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fupply the defe&. of natural- omes, for
‘the fattening of cattle; withoutoncevens.
taring to think ef fupprefling- the man-:
ner of. fallowing the grounds, how-
ever far they carried their fyftem
of increafing the number of astificia¥
paftores.

: Tmsf- fyftem, which' appears the
moft plaufible of any they have project-
ed, and is received with the greateft
partiality by our farmers, is, neverthe«
lefs, contradited by the conftant expe-
rience of the greateft and the moft an-
cient land-labouring nation in the uni-
verfe, who regard the -pra&ice,of mea=
dows, and fallowing grounds, as an a-
bufe, deftrultive of plenty and :popula-
tion; which are- the fole great ob}g&s of

‘agricultares.
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A Chinele laboorer could not bat
laugh, if you told him, that the carth
ought to reft at a certain fixed period -
of time: he certainly would fay, that
we deviated greatly from the point in
view, could he read our treatifes ancient
and modern, our wonderful fpeculations
on agricolture: what would he fay, if
be faw our Jands, part of them fallow,
part of them employed in ufelefs cul-
tares, and the remainder badly labour-
ed? What would he fay, what moft
be his feelings, if, in travelling over
our fields, he obferved the extreme
wreschednefs and barbarifm of their mi-
ferable cultivators?-

Most part of the Chinefe lands are
not fuperior to ours: you there fee, as
with us, fome excellent grounds, others
middling, the reft bad ; fome foilsftrong,
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- others light; lands where clay, and
Jands where fand, gravel, and flints e+
very where predominate,

- Arr thefe grounds, even: in the
porthern provinces, yield every year
two crops, and in thofe towards the
fouth often five in two years, without
onc fingle fallow feafon, during the
many thoufands of years™ that they
have been converted to the purpofes of
agriculture,

TaE Chinefe ufe the fame manpres.
as we do, in order to-reftore thofe fahs
and juices to their grounds, which an
unintermitting produ&ion is continual-
ly confuming. They know nothing
about marl, but make ufe of common

falt, lime, afhes, and all forts of animal

~ dung, but above alf that which we throw

P
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ioto our rivers: they make great ufe
of urine, which is carefully, pfefernd'.
" inevery houfe, and fold to advantage:
in fhort, every thing produced by the
carth is conyeyed.to it again with the
greateft care, into whatever thape the
operations of nature .or . art may have.
transformed it

WixeN their manuresare at any timer
fearce, they fupply the deficiency, by,
turning up the ground, with the fpade,
to a great depth, which brings up to-:
the furface of the field a.new foil, rich .
with the juices of that. which defcends in.
itsroom. . I

.. WitnouTmeadowsthie Chinefe maidia.
‘mia a great number of horfes, buffaloes,
and other animals of. every.kind necefla--
ry for labour, for fuftenance, and for:
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manure, ‘Thefe animals are fed fome
with ftraw, others with roots, beans,
and grain of every kind, It is-true,
they have Fewer -horfes-and horned cat-
tle, in proportion, than we have, yet it
is Bot neceflary that they fhould have.
1Bore,

Tur whole country is cut into ca-
nils, dug by the induftry of the inhabi-
tants, extending from river to river,
“Which divide and water - this great king-
~ dow, like a garden, Travelling, trarf-

_porting “of goods, dlmoft every fpecies
of carriage is performed on. thefe ca-
nals, with.great cafe, and fmall expence:
they do not even make ufe of horfes to
drag their boats; .cvery thing is done
- by the fail or the oar, which they ma-
nage with fingular dexterity,-even in
going up the rivers, Where any kind
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of labour can be performed, ata mode-
rate price, by men, it is a maxim with
them never:to-employ animals. In con-
fequence of this, the banks of their
«canals are cultivated almoft to the wae
ter’s edge; they lofe not an inch of
ground: their public roads refemble
our foot-path; their canals, however,
are far more ufeful than highways:
they convey fertility every whece, and
furnitb the peaple great part of their
fubfiftence in filh. There is no com-
parifon between the weight which can
be tranfported in a boat, and that
which can be conveyed by any kind of
land-carriage; no proportion between
‘the expence. ' ‘

- Tue-Chinefe are flill lefs acquainted
. with the ufe, or rather the luxury of
chzripts, and equipages of every kind,
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which crowd the principal cities of Eu-
tope. ‘The horfes -neceffary for thefe,
affembled in thoufands in our capitals,
~confume the produce of numberlefs
.acres of our beft lands, which, if cul-
tivated with grain, would afford fubfif-
tence for multitudes, who are perithing
for hunger. Thefe Chinefe with ra-
ther to maintain men than horfes,

THe emperor and chief magiltrates
are carried through the cities by mea,
with fafety, and with dignity; their
march is fedate and majettic, it threat-
ens not with danger thofe who walk
on foot: they travel in a fort of galleys,
fafer, more convenient, equally magni-
 ficent, and lefs expenfive than our land/

equipages.

I mave before remarked, that the
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‘Chincfe,lofcnotahinchofgrouud. They
ate very far, therefore, from allotting -
great parks, of the fineft ground, for
the maintenance alone of deer, in con-
tempt of the human race, Theem-
perors, even thofe of the Tartar line,
. ‘have never hitherto dreamt of forming
thefe parks; ftill lefs the grandees; that
is, the magiftrates and the learned:
fuch an idea could never find place in
the mind of a Chinefe. Even their
country houfes, and boxes of - pleafure,
prefent nothing to the eye-all around,
bat ufeful cultares, agreeably diverfifi-
“ed. ‘That which cenftitutes their prin-
cipal'beauty, is-their agreeable : fituati-
on,; judicionfly improved, where, in'the
difpofition of the ' various parts which
‘form the whole, there every where-
reigos a happy imitation. of that beauti-

~— L. f i A
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fal diforder of nature, from whence
art has.borrowed all her charms.

TuE ‘molt rocky hills, which, in
‘France, and other places of Europe,
they turn into vineyards, or totally ne-
gle&, are there compelled; by dint of
induftry, to produce grain. The Chi-
nefe are acquainted, indeed, with.the
wine, which here and there they plant
_ in arbours; but they.confider it as Juxu-
ry, and the wine it.produces as an .un-
neceflary fuperfluity : they would img-
-gine it afin againft humanity, to.codea-
vour to.procure, by cultivation, an a-
greeable liquor, whilt, from the want
of -that: grain ‘which this vineyard -
might - have produced, fome individual
perhaps might be in danger of ftarying -
for wapt,

‘H
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THE fleepéft.-monntains, cven, are

-renderedacceflible: at Canton, and from
one end of the cmpise to the other,.you
. obferve mountains cat into terraffes, re-
prefenting, at a diltance; large pyramids
divided into different flages, which feem
to exalt their heads to heaven. Every
-one of thefe terrafles yiclds-yearly a -
crop of fome fort of grain, even of rice;
..and you cannot with-hold your admira-
tion; when you fee the water of the
-tiver; the canal, or. the fountain, which
glides by the-foot of the mountain, raif-
~&d from terrafs to zerrafs, even to the
fop, by means of a fimple portable ma-
~chine, which two men with ecafe carry .
and put-in motian.

Even ti)e.fca, which feems to-thireat-
.en the maﬁ‘y globg it furroun'ds, has
been forecd, by induftry and labour, to

i S

——— %é—— >T<1,




OF APHILOSOPHER 147

* give up part of its domains to the Chi-
ncfe cultiyator.

Naxxkine and Tché-kiang, the two
molt beautiful provinces of the empire,
- formerly covered with water, have been
united-to the continent feveral ages a-
o, with an art far fuperior to that
which is fo much admired in the mo-
.dern works of Holland,

Tue Chinefe had to firaggle witha

fea, whofo natural flowing from cait to
weft: urges it continually towards: the
.coafts of thefé two provinces ; whilft the
Dutch have had-.nothing 10 appofe bat
a.fea, which, by the fame nataral noti-
«on, always avoids.their weftern fhores,

" Tur people of China are:capable of
the moft ftupendous works; I never faw
: . He
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théir equals in laboaring. Every day

in the year isa working day;-except the
firft, deftined for paying :vifits to each

other, and theléft, which iseonfecrated

to'the ceremomddmmsxhey pay tothcu-
.anceftors. -

A pazy man would be: treatéd with
«the greatelt contempt, and segirded. as
. a paralytic member,.aload to the body
. of which he made a part; the govern-
“ment - would .not in the lealt dllow : it.

How oppofite from: the. ideas of other -

Afatics, where noné -are admitted to a-
ny.degree of:eftimation; but thofe whe,

- from their fituation:in Jife; have nothing

.20 do! An ancient emperor of China,

in a public -inftruction, exhorting: the
_people to labour, obferved; that if in one
.corner of the empire there was one man

:who,did notligg, thece matt, in fome'e-

< DTN e, i s,
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ther quarter, be another who fufferson -
that account, deprived of the neceflaries
of life, ‘This wife maxim is fixed in<the
breat of every Chinefe; and, with this
people fo open to reafon, he who -pro~ -
nounces a fage maxim pronounces 3 law. -

.. THisis, gentlemen, a flight fketch'of'
the principal piure-of Chinefe agricul - -
ware, with the peculiar genius of ‘thar
people-for this art, The- limits of my -
difcourfe will not allow me a¢ prefent to -
recount all-the different cultures 1 have
obferved in this country: I fhall cnly -
fay, that they arefuch as plentifully fup~
~ ply aHl the neceflities and conveniencics -
of the moft -populous nation in ¢he ani«
verfe, and furnifh, wich their fuperflu-
ity, an"important article ‘far foreigw
trade: - :
H 3:
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in two of the ancient emperors, who,
not obferving among their children any

one worthy of mounting a throne, which -

virtue alone ought to- inherit, mamed
two fimple labourers.to- fucceed them.
‘Thefe labourers, according to the Chi-

nefc annals, advanced the happinefs of

mankind, during very long reigns; their
memory is flill remembered. with ve-
neration. ltis needlefs to mention how

much examples, like thefe; honour and

animate agriculture;

T Chinefe nation has always been
governed likea family, of which the em-
peror is father : his fubje@s are his chil-

dren, without any other ineguality but

‘that which is eftablithed by talents, and

by merit, Thofe puerile foolifh dif-
tinétions of NOBILITY, and PLEBEIANS,
MEN OF FAMILY, and MEN OF MEAN

-
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BIRTH, are no.where to be found, bue
in the-croud of new people; ftilk barba-~
rous, who, having forgot: the -common -
origin of - all mep, unthinkiogly- infule
and debafe the wholehuman race; whilft
that nation, whofe- government is anci--
ent, dating its commencement with the
firlt ages of the:world; are- fenfible. thav-
aHinankind are born equal,all-brothers,

* all noble. Their. Janguage has-not e~

ven hitherto inventeda-termfor-expref=-
fing this pretended diftin@ion-of birth.:
The-Chinefe, who.have preferved their
annals from the remoteft times,-and who-
are-all equally the children of the em-
peror, have never-fo much as fufpected .
an inequality of origin amongft them...
Faowm this principal, that the empe--
‘ror is father, and the people his chil-. -
dren, fpring all the duties of fociety, all
Hs.
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the doties of morality, every virtue of
bumasity, the union of every with for
the commen good of the family, confe-
gucatly an attachment to labour, and a-
bove all to agriculture.

‘Ta1s art is honoured, prote&ed, and
pradifed by the emperor, and the great
megiftrates, who for the meft part are
the fons of fimple lsbourers, whom me-
rit has raifed to the firft dignitics of the
empire; and, in fhort, by the whole na-
tion, who have the good feafe to homour
an art the moft ufeful to men, ia prefe-
rence to others more fmolous, and lefs
important,
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CEREMONY OF OPENING THE
GROUNDS.

OR thefifteenthday of thefirft moon,
in every year, which generully corref-
~ponds to the beginning of March, the.

emperor in perfon performs theceremo-
syofopeningthegrounds, Thisprince,
in great pomp, marches to the field ap-
pointed for the ceremony: the princes
of the imperial family, the prefidents of
thefive great tribunals, and a vaft num-
berof manderins accompanyhim, Two
fides of the field are occupicd by the em-
peror’s officers, and guards; the third
is allotted for all the labourers of the
“province, who repair thither to behold
their art honoured and pradifed by thé
. ehi¢f of their empire; the fourth is re-

.. ferved for the mandarins,

H¢
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THE emperor eaters the ficld alone,
lies down, and nine times knocks his

head againt the ground, in adorationof -

‘Tien, the God of heaven ; he pronoun-
ces, with a Joud voice,.a prayer appeint-
ed by the tribunal-of rites, invoking the -
blefling. of the almighty fovercign on
his labour, and-on the labour of his peo-
ple, who form his family; he then, in
quality of fovereign pontiff of the .em-
pire, facrifices a bullock, which he of- -
fers up to heaven, as the origin of all
happinefs: whilft they cut the vi&tim.in
picces, and place them on the altar, they
bring tethe emperor a plough, in which
are yoked a pair of bullocks, ;magpifi-
cently adorned. The emperor ‘then,
laying afide hie royal robes, takes. hold
of the handle of the plough, and turns
s up Ieveral furzows the whdle lcngth of
the field; xhcu, with a complaxfant air,

- .
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having delivered the plough to the-man+
darins, they:fucecflively follow his ex-
ample; emulating one another: in pere
forming this honourable labour -with
the greateft-dexterity. The ceremony
endswith diftributing money, and picces
of ftuff, among the labourees-there pre-
fent; .the moft a@ive of whom finith the
remaiging labour, before the emperor,
with great nimblenefs and . addrefs.. ‘

Some time after, wihen they have
fufficiently laboured and manured theis
Iands, theemperor repairs again, i pro--
ceflion, and begins the fowing of the:
fields, always accompanicd with ceremo-
ny, and attended by the labourers of.the
prouncca

THE fame -ceremonies are perform-
ed, on the fame days, in all the provin-
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. ets of the empire, by the viceroys, af~
ffted by all thc magiftrates of their de-

partments, in prefence of a-large num--
‘ber of the labourers of their refpedive-

proviaces, 1 have feen this opening of
 the grounds at Cantow, and never re-
momber to haveobferved any-of- thie ce--
remonies invented by men, with :half
the delight and content with wlmhl ber
. held thias

THE ENCOURAGEMENTS:OF AG R
' CULTURE.

- Tre Chinefe agriculture has like--
- wifcother encouragements. Everyyeas
the viceroys of the provinces fend the

pames of fuch labourers as have par-
. ticularly diftinguithed themfelves in -
 their employments, either by-cultivating.
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grounds, which had till that time been
Jooked upon as barren, or, by a faperi~
er culture, improving the produion of
fach landsas formerly had bore grain, to-
courte Thefe names are prefented to:
the emperer, who confers om them ho-
nourable titles, todittinguifh them above.
their fellow-labourers. 1f any man has.
made an ufeful difcovery, which may in-
fluence the improvement of agriculture,
or fhiould he,. in any manner, deferve
( merediftinguithed marksof refpet than
the reft, the emperor invites him to Pe-
kin, defraying his journey, with digni-
" ty, at the expence of the empire; he re- |
. ceives him into his palace, queftions him
with refpe& to his abilities, his age, how .
many children he bas, the extent and
quality of his {lands; then difmiffes him
to his plough, diftinguithed by honoura-
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ry titles, and-loaded wuh beneﬁw and
favourss

GenTLEMEYN, Whether is -the: king-
who behaves in-this manner, or the'peo -
ple whoare: th‘usgovcrncdfﬂaem&t ‘hiap~ -
py? Amongft 2 pcoplewherethere is -
no mcqushty. where every. one: a!‘pnrcs~=
after diftin&ions, fuch encouragements .

cannot f4il ‘to infpire a love for labour; .
and an emulation. for e cultivation-of: -
the Jande. '

THE CHINESE GOVERNMENTS-
A ATTENTION .TO AG}‘RI‘"CU'LIU‘.RE‘. -

- MosT part- of the attention of~ the -
Chinele-government is diteQed towards
agriculture; ‘FPhe chief* objedt of . the
father of a family ought to be.thefub--
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fittence of his children. The ftate of
the ficlds, in- confequence, forms the-

great-obje& of the toils, the cares, and:

 the folicitudes of the magiftrates. It

‘may eafily be imagined, that, with. fach.
-difpofitions, tlie government bas not ne~

glected to fecure to the labourers that

liberty, property, and indulgence which.

are the great fprings- for the improve-

ment of agriculture. ‘

Tnz Chinefe- quietly enjoy their pris-
* vate pofléflions; as well as thofe which, .

by their nature, cannot be divided, but.

‘belong toall, fuch asthe fea; the rivers;
thie eanals, the fith-which- they- contain,.

and the beafts of the foreft :-navigation,.

filhing, and the chace; are: free to all ;.

and‘he who purchafes a field, orreceives.

it by. inheritance from his-anceftors, is.
confequently. the lord and mafter of it

e T T e ey, e U - N e
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Tue lands areas freeas the people;.
no feudal fervices, and np fines of alie-
* mation ; none- of thofe men interefted in
the misfortanes of the public ; ‘none of
thofe farmers who pever amafs more ex~
orbitant forsunes, then whea.an unfa--
wourable feafon has deftroyed: the coun-
- 11y, and reduced ‘the poor ‘labourer to
dic for hunger; after having labbured
the whole year to sainmin . bis-fellow
fubje@s; none of that deftru&tive pro-
feffion, brought forth in the delirium of
the feudal fyftem, under whofe aufpices
thoufands-of ‘procefles arife; which drag
\ the labourer: from his plough into-the:
dark and perilous mazes of chicane, and
thereby rob him, while proteQing his
rights, of that time which would have:
been ufefully employed in- the general.
fervice of the human race.
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THE IMPOSTS ESTABLISHED IN
" CHINA INVARIABLE.

THERE. are no other lord, no other
Faperior in China, who has power to le-
vy taxes, but the emperer, who is the
eommon father of the family. Thebon-
zes, who are priefts of the & of Fo-hi,.
accuftomed to receive alms from-a cha«
ritable nation, ‘would be very poorly re-
 ceived, fhould they pretend that this alms
is a righit which has been bcﬁomd upon
"thcm by heaven:

THE IMPOST NAMED THE TENTH
Tai1s impolt, which is Bot exeétly. the

tenth part of the produce, is regulited
‘accordiog to the nature of the landa: in
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poor-i'oils it is- perhaps-only: the thira-
sieth- part, and fo in-propertion.- This
impoft, hawever, of .the tenth .part of:

) the produce of the ground, whichbe-

Jongs to. the empesor, is the only tax.on-:
thelands, the only tribute knowmn Chn. :

pa fince the. foundanon .of the empire;. |

and fach is {he .bappy refpe& which the:-
Chmgfg}un -foz-their old. cuftoms, that-
an emperar of China.would never in the: -
leaft think of enlarging-init, nor hisfub=
¥&s havethelealt fear of-fuchangmenta~-
tion. The.people pay it, not to ayari- -
cious farmers-generals, bist tohopeft'ma- -:
giftrates, their proper and. natural go--
vernors, ‘The amount of this tribute,
though' feemingly firaH, muft bé very
Jarge, when we-confider that it is levied :
on every- foot: of grovnd of - the largeft-
aad beft cultivared:-kingdom in the-unis
verfe. This tax js paid with the great-

-
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- eft-fidelity, -as they know to what ufes
it is applied. Fhey know, that part
-of -itis laid up in large maggzines,
diftributed over all the proviaces of the
’kingdbu‘l, and-allotted for the fupport of
the magiftrates-and foldiery : they know, -
-that when there is a fearcity, thefe ma-,
‘gazines ase free “to all, and-the necefli--
ties of the people fapplied with part of
‘that which was-reccived from |them ia.
.plentiful times: they-know <oo, that the
-remainder of this impoft-is-fold in the.
_-public markets, and the produce of.it
-carefully earried to-the treafury of the
‘kingdom, thecuftody of which:isintraft-.
-edtothe refpetable tribural of Ho-pou,
from whence it never is iffued but 0.
fopply the family’s gencral neceflities, .
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THE AGRICULTURE OF AFRICA
AND ASIA COMPARED WITH
- THAT ofF CHINA,

RemiMzEK, gentlemen, what I have
told’ you of the laws, the cuftoms, and
‘the manners, of the various nations -of
Africa and Afia, the ftate of whofe a-
gricalture 1 ‘hate fearched into; com.
;pare nation with nation, and then judge,
if the unhappy Malabar, without pro-
perty, fubjefted to the -tyrannical go-
vernment of the Moguls; judgeifa race
-of flaves, under the cruel feepter of the.
defpote of ‘Siam; judge if the Malais,
‘everturbulent, and fetteredbytheir feu-
-dal laws;;judge, I fay, if thefe kingdoms,
thoogh if they were in poffeflion of the
beft lands in the univerfe, can poffibly
ever make agriculture: to fourifh like
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‘the Chinefe, ruled as a family, and fub-

je@ed folely to the laws of .reafon. I

fhall again therefore confidently fay,

that, in every country in the world, the

. fate of agricalture depends folely on the

Jaws:there eftablithed, on the cuftoms

of the people, and even on the preju-
dices which derive their origin from

thofe laws.

‘WHaAT painshavemankind taken,from
“one end of the world to the other, to
make themfelves miferable! Created to

. live in fociety, to cultivate the ground,
and enjoy from their labour the infinite
bleflings of the almighty, they had only:
toliften to nature’svoice, whio would have
taught them happines below: inftead of
which, they have ftrained their facultics:
in inventing barbarous inltitutions, and

perplexjog laws, which being badly a-
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" dapted to the feelings of men, and difs

>

cordant with that law which is-imprint-
ed on every mad’s heart, their-eftablifh-
ment-could only be eH'c&ed by forcc!vo«
vetflowing the world with:blood; .and
which, once eftablithed, ‘have continued
to lay wafte the earth, checking popula-
tion, by-opprefling agriculture.

THE STATE OF AGRICULTURE
aIN EvuRropPrE,

»

“WaaTanextenfiveobject hasan atten-
‘tive traveller, to remark the ftate of a-
griculture amongft the different nations
of the world! .Ja Europe behold it at,
prefent flourifhing, in a couatry which,
-.during mnny,pu:ccdmg -ages, was oblig-
‘ed to beg fubfitence amongft the neigh-
‘bouring kingdems, who poffefed a hap-

T JA
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picr climate, and a greater extent of ter-
ritory. During thofe times of barbari-
f ty,{;‘th_eir lofs of liberty and right of
" propierty brought along with them the
deftrucion of cultivation; nor has fbe
recovered thofe natural rights of man-
kind, and eftablithed again the founda-
‘tions of drooping agriculture, but

through rivers of blood, and outrages
‘which would fhock humanity to be-
‘hold.

\

IN AFRICA

- Tue moft part of Africa, whofe
regions the ancients knew, which were
-~ Jooked upon as the granaries of the u-
niverfe, now prefent nothing. to the
view but lands either quite defolated, -
or miferably cultivated by flaves.
' I
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Iw AMERICA,

Souta America, full of marfhes,
_brambles, and woods, beholds her ex-
~ .tenfive tracks hardened even by the
fweat of her labourersin chiins, The
_northern regions of that guarter of the
globe are inhabited by inconfiderable
tribes of negroes, wretched, and with-
~out culture; yet free, and, in confe-
quence, lefs miferable perhaps than thofe
kingdoms who pretend to be civilized;
‘but who, being farther removed from
. the laws of nature, by the privation of
“thofe-rights which fhe beftows, make
efforts in vain to procure that happi-
" nefs, which is only to be obtained by a
good agriculture,
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Ix Asi1a

."FuE exrenfive continent of Afiaoffers
to your conbderation, in one quarter,
an: immenfq uncultivared region, inhae
bited by a band of robbers, more in-
- tgnt o& plander than the coltivation of.

their lands; ia another, a large king-
 dom, which once flourithed, snd 'was ex--

cellently laboured, but now is peopled
by the unbappy remaiss of.a wretched
people, dying of bunger from the ne-
gle@ of agriculiure, and fpilling their
blood, not for liberty, but for a change
oftyrants. Thisdelightful fertile quar-
ter of the univerfe now behalds her
lands enflaved, her labourers in chaias,
fabje&ted either to the blind defpotifm
12
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of cruel tyrants, or the deftruive yoke

of the feudal fyftem,

Bur look towards the eaftern part’

of the Afiatic continent, which is inha-
- bited by the Chinefe, and there yow
will perceive a delightful profpe& of
the happinefs all the human race might
enjoy,. were the laws of this kingdom:
the model of thofe of other nations.'

This immenfe domain unites under the"

thade of agriculeure, eftablithed on li-
berty and reafon, all the advantages
pofleffed by any people, polithed or bar-
‘barous. The bleffing pronounced on

man, when he was created, feems not to
" have had its full effe@, but in favour
of this people, who have encreafed as
- the fand on the fea fhore.

Kines, who govern kingdoms ! ar-

N
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biters of their fate! view this well; it
is worthy yourattention. Ifyouwould
have plenty to reign in your dominions,
if you would favour population, and
make your people blefled; obfervethofe
‘multitudes-out of nomber which cover
the territories of China, who leave not
the lealt picee of ground uncultivated; -
it is liberty, it is their unmolefted right
of property that has eftablifhed a culti=
vation fo flourithing, under the aufpices
of which this people have increafed as
the corn with which their lands are la-
© den.

ARE you ambitious of being the moft
potent, the wealthieft, and the happieft
of princes, look towards Peckin, and
obferve the greateft of men: placed
on the throne of realon: he commands
mot, but inftructs; his words are ot

e T N S —— e T e T T e S
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decrees, but the maxims of juftice and
wifdom ; . his people obey him, becaufe
equity diQtates bis commaeds.

Hz is the moft puiffaot of the hu-.
man race, reigning over the hearts of
the largeft focicty in the univerfe, who
are his family. He is the moft wealthy
of fovereigns, drawing the teath of
thofe plemiful crops with which an ex~
tent of territory ix hundred leagues
fquare, cultivated cven 10 the tops of the
mountsins,are covered : he regards this.
as the riches of his children, and he
carefully preferves it. In fhort, he is -
the moft blefled of kings, daily nafting:
the inexpreflible delight of making mile
lions happy, and alone enjoying, undi-
vided, that fatisfalion which his ﬁ:lb_]c&ﬁ-
fhare, who arc all equally desr w him;
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all living like brothers, in liberty and
* plenty, under his prote&ion.

HE is very benevolent,and is named
'T1EN, as the real and perfe@eft like-
 nefs of heaven; becaufe he behaves
himfelf like a mortal, his happy chlldren
worhip him aa Deity.

T ue En p,
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