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TR'AVELS

OFA

PHILOSOPHEK.

ZQZMBX'HERE is not a ndtion in the

' T V univcrſc, how barbarous and

X 332 unpoliſhcd ſoever .it may, be,

but what has ſome arts peculiar, to it

'ſelf. If the wants of mankind are va

ried by different climatcs, there are al

ſo various prodiictions which offer to ex

erciſe their industry upon. One nati

70n has inventions ſo peculiar to irſclf,

B
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. that they could not have been the in

ventions of another: but the chief art

of med, in every region, is agriculturet

the most barbarous nations, as well as

thoſe who have civilized ideas, from

one end of the world to the other, par't

ly ſupport themſelves by 'cuhi'v'ating ,

their lands; yet, however common it

may be, it does not flouriſh the ſame in

every place. ' ' I

AMoN'G a judicious people, whoknow

how to encourage: and honour it, it al

ways ſucceeds; with a people who are

but half civilized, and who either pre

fer arts of no manner of uſe, or, per

haps, being enlightened'enongh to ſee

the utility of it, are too much overcome .

by the prejudices of their former bar

barity 'to affranchize and 'honour thoſe

who exerciſe it, it is but weakly ſup:

I

  



OFAPHILOSOPHER. 5

forced to rctract this first idea, conceiv

ed merely by obſerving the state oſ as

' griculture amongst the'different people

I have been with: the knowledge of'

various particukar's; which 'I have be'en

able to acquire by a long continuance a.

mongst many of them, has always coni

firmed me in opinion, that a country

which is not well cultivated, is always

inhabited by men, ſavage or enſlaved,

and' that it can'never be very popuq

lous.

BY'the detail I now give you of'rny

enqui'riestyou'will obſerve, that in all

countries agriculture ſolely depends on

the laws; the cnstoms, and even on the

establilhed prejndices of the reſpective

inhabitants. Some parts of Africa ſhall

lake up the first of my Obſervations.

  

B 3



6 THE TitAvELs

THE WESTERN czoAsTs oF

AFRICA.

THE most part of the iflands and

western districts of this part of the uni

verſe which I have obſerved are uncul

tivated, inhabited by miſerable ſavages

Theſe wretched men, whoieſieem'them

ſelves ſo little as to fell one another, ne

ver tbink on the cultivation of their

lands. Content with existing from one

day to another under a climate where

they haveebut few wants, they cultivate

no more than prevents their dying of

hunger; they careleſsly ſow ſome maize

yearlyzwith a ſmall quantity of rice, and

\ plant a few potatoes of various ſorts, not

of the nature of ours, though they are

cultivated much in the ſame manner;

they are known to us by the name of
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ported; and amongst barbarians, by

whom it is deſpiſed, its influence can

hardly be perceived, and declines.

AMONG the different nations I have

been in on my travels, I'have made agri

culture the principal object of my attenti

on. A travellcnwho only paſſesth rough a

kingd0m,cannever make ſuch Obſervati

onsas are neceſſary to give ajnst idea ofthe

inhabitants, their customs, manners, laws

and government. To obſerve the pub

lic markcts and the face of the country.

marks the internal state of the empire

best in ſuch a caſe, If there are plen

t'y of provifions in the markets, if the

lands are well tilled, .and laden with

.plentiful crops, then you may general

ly conclude, that the place is populous,

and inhabited by people who are civi

lized and happy, have poliſhed manners,

  

B 2



4' THE TRAVELS

and a government which agrees with ra

tional principles.

within yourſelſ, I am now among men,

but not barbarians.

ON the'other hand, when I have

..come amongst a people who were to be

ſound no where but .atſinidst forests,

whoſe deſolated fields were .all grown

,over with thorns and briers; when I

'have paſſed. over vast tracts of ndeſarts

which lay uncultivated,and thenat length

'stumbled on .a poor cultivated field;

when'come at last at ſome canton, I

have ſeen nothing in the chief market

but a ſew bad roots, I hefitated no long

.er to imagine the inhabitants to be mi

ſerable ſavages, or oppreſſed by a (lave

ry the most wretched.

. 1 HAVE never ſo much as once been

  

You may then ſay '
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' YAMs.. Their harveſis are commonly

ſo poor, that the Enropeans, who go to

them to buy flaves, are forced to carry

the provifions neceſſary ſor the 'main

tenance of thoſe miſerable objects doom

ed to compoſe their clargoes. from Eu

rope or America.

THE ſavages by whom the borders

of the European colonies are inhabited,

give ſomewhat more attention to agri

enlture than the rest. They raiſe up

flocks; they cultivate rice in larger

guantitie's; and pulſe are to 'be got in

their gardens, the ſeed of which has

been tranſported from Europe; yet all

' they know of' agriculture, they have

learnt from the Europeans ſettled a

mongst them; their own experience is '

vastly bounded; and I could never diſ

. B 4 \
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coverintheirindustry any proceſs which

could improve our own in the least.

Yon can ſee nothing but barren'un

cultivated lands all the way from the

river of Angola to Cape Neg'roe,,and

from thence till you come near the Cape

of Good Hope, the coaſis are naked,

and covered with barren ſands; and

' you must travel many leagues before you

can obſerve a palm-tree, or the ſmallest

piece of graſs. The country and its

few inhabitants ſeem to be struck' with

one general curſc. From. the informa
tionsl have received with regard to i

theſe countries from the Italian miſii

ouaries, who have penetrated into the

middle of this wretched place with a

ſurprifing zeal, I learn likewiſe, that a-'

griculture isjuſl: as little taken notice

ofinthe interior parts as upon the coasts,
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although the ſoil appeared much more

\ fruitful from its natural zproductions in

ſeveral places.

THE CAPE OF GOOD HOPE.

Bnronn the Dutch took pofl'cflion of

the countries round the Cape, they

were as barren ; but fincethey have been

establiſhed on this point of Africa, the

lands produce wheat and grain of every

kind abundantly, wine of various ſorts,

and _a large quantity oſ very good fruits,

collected from all parts. There you

ſee large fields covered with black cat

tle, horſes, and ſheep, which thrive ve

ry well. The plenty which this colo

ny enjoys, compared to the barrenueſs

of the countries which ſurrouud it,

plainly ſhews, that the earth denies her

favours to none but the tyrant and the

B 5 '



10 THE TRAVELS

flave: butbecomeslaviſhofhertreaſures,

beyond the greatest expecta'tion, ſo ſoon

as ſhe is free', and cultivated by wiſe

men, protected by good and unchange

able laws.

Som: Frenchmen, obliged to leave

their country by the revocation of the

edict of Nantz, have ſound a new esta

bliſhment on this coast, and ſecurity,

property, and liberty with it, which are

. the ſole real encouragers oſagricultnre,

the ſole principles of plenty. They

have made this adopted mother rich by

' their industry; they have founded con

fiderable colonies there, ſome of which

are called by the name of that unhappy

country which denied them the uſe of

water and of fire£which however they

ſtill ſondly remember.
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THE industry of the inhabitants, and

the fertility of the lands which belong

to the colony of Little Rochelle, makes

it ſurpaſs all the rest. The paſlurcs

are there compoſed of a diverfity of

grafl'esmatives of the country, together

with ſeveral other kinds of her-bage,

which compoſe our artificial fields in

Europe, ſuch as trefoil, ſaintſoin, and

lucerne'. The exotic plants, whoſe

ſeeds have been imported by the Dutch,

there floutiſh as 'the natural productions

of the country. Thoſe ſeeds are ſown

by an operation of the plough; they cut

the graſs only. the first year; the ſecond

they put cattle into the meadowsmfhich

live there 'at diſcretion, minding them

no farther than to collect them toge

ther every night into a park incloſed

witb'llrong and high palliſades, to ſe

cure them from _ the lions and tigers,
* ſſB 6

'->*.'.\ .



12 THE TRAVELS

which are very plenty in this coun

try.

THE! commonly endeavour to chuſe

theſe encloſures near to ſome brook,.

where they dig convenient watering

places, though ſome of them are water

cd only by the rains. In all theſe paſ

turages, they have an eye to groves of

trees, where the herds and flocks may

ſhelter themſelves against the ſcorching

heat of the ſun; particularly in Janu

ary, Febtuary, and March, which are

the most ſultry month: in the year in

theſe regions. '

THEY labour the arable land ſome

times .with horſes, as in Europe, but for
the most part withioxent the natural

fluggiſhneſs of theſe latter animals have

been industriouſiy corrected by the
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Dutch of this colony, by exercifing

them while'young in a briſk pace; in

conſequence of which I have ſeen car

riages drawn by teams of ten or a do

zen yoke of oxen, at t.he Cape, go as

expeditioufly as if, they were drawn by

horſw.. .

WHEAT, Turkey corn, and rice, are

the grains for the most part ſown at the .

Cape; theſe commonly produce an in

creaſe of fifty-fold. They cultivate ' '

various kinds of' pulſe, ſuch as peaſe,

common beans,and French beans. This

pulſe makes a refreſhing provlfion' to

, the ſhip: which. touch at the Cape go

ing to or coming from India.

THERE is a ſort of this pulſe much

in request in India, to which they ex.

port a large quantity: they here call
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it CAPI: PEASE: it is a kind of French

bean, which needs no prop; its grain is

of the ſhape of that bean, but larger

and more flat ,- it tastes like our green

peaſe, and preſerves its freſhneſs for a

confiderable time. I have tried the

culture of this plant this yea'r, which

promiſes ſucceſs. The climate at the

Cape ſeems to demand an attention

which appears not ſo neceſſary in this

country from the cultivator, and which

would even perhaps' he prejudicial to

gzwhatonr lands produce.

.._.a,.- .' __e . Mflmrggaffl. K ,.,r_rc.d

For. the most part of the year the

Cape i: expoſed to ſevere hurricanes,

Mhich commonly blow from the north

cast. Theſe winds are ſo violent, that

they would beat down the fruits from .

the trees, and destroy the labours of the

farther, had they not 'provided a barriz
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er to ſecure the harvest. The Dutch

colonists have divided their lands into

little fields, which they have encloſed

with high palliſades of oaks and other

trees, ſet very near each other, ſome

what like a charmille, defigned to beau

tify a garden. They cut them every

year, as they grow; they being gene

rally from twenty-five to thirty ſeet

high; in ſhort, every ſeparate field is

encloſed like a chamber.

THE Dutch have made this colony

not only the granary of all their ſettle

ments in the East-Indies, but the most

convenient place for Veſſels to touch at

for all ſorts of reſreſhmeuts and provi

ſions, by their induflry.

THE Dutch endeavoured to get

Plants from thoſecantous which were

__ _.______    .\  \\\._.i\
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the most in repute for their vines,

when they began to form theirvine

yards; but after many fruitleſs attempts

to produce the wines of Burgundyand

Champagne at the farthest part of A'-u

frica, they applied to tearing the'Plants

brought from Spain, the Canaries, and '

the Levant, where the climate is more

like that of the Cape. At preſent the

plants which are cultivated with the

greatest ſucceſs are thoſe'of the muſ

cadel kind: the red muſcadel particu

. . larly, which they rear iu a' ſmall dist'rict

' called Constance, produces most exceli

lent wine; the Dutch Last-India Com

pany always ſecure this vintage, which

they make preſents of to the kings of

Europe. ' 4

THE wines at the Cape are labour

ed much in the ſame manner as at
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France, and cultivated without vine

props. The vineyards are environed

by a number of trees, upon which

they entwine the flips of the large

Spaniſh muſcadine, in form of eſpali

ers, very high, by which the strong

gales of wind can do no damage to the

vines.

AT the Cape they regard gardening

as much as'the other branches of agri

cnlture. You there find all ſorts of

European pulſe, greens, herbs, and

roots, with the best of thoſe peculiar to

other parts of the univerſe. Indepen

dent of the ga'rdens 'of the coloniſls,

which are kept in as good order as any

in' Europe, the India. Company have

made two or three large and beautiful.

gardens be laid out, which. they ſup-

._.''. _.'..'. ,.__ p .,__\_. , . ., . . .. '''..._.''...__- N

.
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port with an expence. worthy of a ſove

reign company.

THERE are fifteen or twenty Euro

pean gardeners employed in the culti

vation of' each of theſe large gardens,

under the direction oſa chief gardener,

whoſe place is advantageous and ho

nourable. All the experiments that

are made in theſe gardens, in every new

ſpecies of culture,is atthecompany's ex

pence; and it is there that every pri

'vate individual is provided with ſuch

Plants and ſeeds as he may have occafi

on for, without any expence, together

with the neceſſary instructions for their a

cultivation. Theſe gardens furniſh

herbage and fruits of various kinds to

the ſhips of the company, in great plen

ty.

WW'-*-A'\'P'M*'®'* ' A "
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. rich: there are large trasts of tilled

ground, covered with graſs of a prodi

gious fize, which grows five or fix feet

high in ſeveral of the cantons, and is cal

led FATAK by thenatives'; it is very good

for nouriſhing and fattening their black

cattle, which are of the largest kind, and

are not ofthe ſame ſhape asours, parti

enlarly by a large'fleſhy portuberance on

their neck. Another graſs, of a finer

blade, ſhoots freely through the ſands on

the ſea ſhore, which furniſhes food for

the ſheep: theſe are of the ſame kind

with thoſeofBarbary, and are most ſur

prifingly different from ours, by the

great fize of their tails, which common

ly arcfrom ſtxto eight pounds in weight.

' THEinhabitants of thisiſland, whoare

called. Malegaches generally cultivate no

othergrain tbut rice: they ſow at the
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beginning the rainy ſeaſon ; by which

they are not under the neceſſity of wa

tering their fields. lntilling their lands

they make uſe of no other instrumeut

but the pick-axe ; they begin by digg'ing

.tip all the weeds; then ſive or fix men,

ranking themſelves in a line on the field,

make ſmall holes as they go along, into

which the women or children, who ſol

low, cast the grains of the rice, and then

with their feet cover them with earth:

a field ſown in this manner brings forth

an increaſe of above eighty or a hun

tired-fold, which proves rather the great

fruitfn'lneſs of the ſoil, than the goods

neſs oſthecultivation. Theinhabi'tants

of Madegaſcar live in plenty, how bad

ly ſoever agriculture may' be understood

there. Rice and other cfl'en'tial provi

ſions are ſo 'cheap in no place that I have

been at as in this iiland. The Male
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TRAVELLERS cannot obſerve large

cncloſures appointed to the study and

improvement of botany, in which the

most rare and uſeful plants, from all

parts of the uni'erſe, are arranged in

the most excellent order, without asto

niſhment and delight: the curious have

the additional ſatisfaction alſo of find

ing ſkilful gardeners, who delight them

ſelves with deſcribing and ſhewing their

virtues.

ExTENstvE orchards bound thoſe

beautiful gardens, where all the fruits

of Europe are to be found, together

with ſeveral natives of Africa and Afia.

Nothing is more pleafing than to ſee,

in different pofitions, the cheſnut, the

apple, and other trees, from the most

northern climates, in the ſame encloſure,

together with the muſcadine of the ln

. .. \ .V.._,.__.._.W
AWM Wmw'_ V



20 THE Taav E.L s

dies, thecamphires ofBorneo, the'palrhs,

and a diverfity ofother trees, which o

riginally belong to the torrid zone.

M A'D A G A se Arm

AFTER you have paſſedthe' Cape of

Good Hope, you enter the'Indian ſea,

where you find thezgreat'iflahd of Ma

dagaſcar; thereare ſeveral places in this

ifland which we as yet know not, though

the Portuguefe, Dutch, French, and' 0-

. ther'Europeanshavehadſettlements,andi '

frequented it, more than two hundred

years. Thoſe parts which are. known

to us 'are' very fertile, and. the'inhabi

tants would cultivate them very well, in

all probability, were there a vent for

their productions. They rear nume

rousflocksofcattleand ſheep; their fields,

'ſuch as nature has formed them, are

-',
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gaches give two or three meaſures oſ

rice for a remnant of coarſe cloath, of

about twenty pence value. The Euro

peansfurniſh theſe meaſures, who never

fail to make them larger every year;

yet the iflanders do not complain. The

meaſure isfirst of all heaped; the buyer

then, in virtue of a fixed right for ſe

curing good meaſure, thrusts his arm to

the elbow inthe rice, and withone ſwecp

almost empties it, which the Malegache

has the patience a ſecond time to fill,

without the least complaint. They call

this meaſure a GAMELLE, which will

hold about one hundredand fixty pounds

of pure rice, when filled in this man

ner.

IF the French India company, who

are the ſole poſſefl'ors of the trade with

the natives oſ this iſland, would cncouz

.\4.
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rageagricultureproperly,it would doubt

' leſsJ make a rapid progreſs in a ſhort

time. Our iflands ofBourbonand g'rance

would'alwaysfindhere acertain reſource

against thoſe dearths which' very often

distreſs the latter of theſe iflands. Our

1 ſquadrons bound for India, who touch

atthe Ifle of France for refreſhments,

'would always find plenty of 'provifions

broughttherefrom Madagaſcanandcon

ſequently would not be under the neceſ

.ſity of ſpending theirtime at the Cape,

or at Batavia, begging refreſhments from

the Dutch, whilstthe enemies of France

_ are ſubduing their ſettlements, andſpoil

'ing their trade, asiu the late war.

WHEAT would grow as abundantly as

rice in Madagaſcartitwas formerly cul

tivated with ſucceſs in the ſettlement

which we then poſſeſſed at the ſouthern
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pointof the ifland, named Fort Dauphin.

Fine stalks of wheat are still to be found '

there, even till this time, produced from

the ſcattered .' grains of the' old crops,

which being blown about by the winds,

shave-ſown themſelves every year, fince

'our being expelled from that ſettlement,

andſprung up promiſcuoully, amongst

the native herbs of the country. The

lands there are extremely fruitful; the

iflanders wiſe and ingenious. In thoſe

districts into which the Arabs have not

penetrated, they are guided by nature's

plain laws,.'their' customs arelike thoſe

of the prirnitive ages. Theſe laws, and

theſe manners, are more favourable for

agriculture, than all our ſublime ſpecu

.lations, and our most applauded theories

on the most approved practice; than all

thoſe ineffectual means now made uſe of

to re-animate auart, which our manners

C
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teach us to look upon with contempt, or

treat with levity; and which is continu

aily oppreſſed, and perplexed by num

berleſs abuſes, which ſpring from the

uvcry laws themſelves.

TH'E I'sLE or Bonnnow.

THEtwo 'tilesof Bourbon and France,

whoſe ſoil is naturally as ſertile as that

=of Madagaſcar, whilst'they enjoy a more

happy climate, lie'about two hundred

Jeagues eastward of Madagaſcar. There

'isno portatBourbou; which conſequent

ly makes it be little frequented by ſhips.

'The inhabitants have preſerved their fim

plicity of manners, and agriculture flou

-riſhesthere. Theifland produces wheat,

,rice andffmaize, not only for its own con

'ſumpti0n, but even ſurniſhesa ſmall ſup
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'.ply to the Iſle of France: the culture

'there is the ſame as at Madagaſcar. The

horned cattleand ſheep, which they have

.imported from that ifland, thrive here

very well, eſpecially as they have like

wiſeintroduced the graſs named FATAK,

which makes tery good pasturage, as I

zhave already remarked,

IWOZT part of the lands ofthis iſland

are employed in the cultivation of the

coffee-tree. The first plants of this

ſhrubby tree were brought from Mo-\

cha. It multiplies by its grains ſowing

ſponraneonfly; it requires little attenti

on; nothing more is neceſſary than to

grub up, three or four times during the .

first year, the neighbouringweeds, which

would otherwiſe deprive it of its proper

nouriſhment: it grows Without care the

ſecond year; its branches,' which extend

C'2
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horizontally along the ſurface . of the

ground, by their ſhade stifle the growth

of all ſuchweeds, as might ſhoot'np with

in their circumference: sthe coffee-tree '

begins to carry fruit at the end of eigh

teen mouths, and in three. years yields a

plentiful'crop. They plant theſe'trees

chcquer-wiſe, at abont' ſeven feet diſ

'tance from one another, and, when they

grow too tall, prune''them to the'height

..of perhapstwo ſeer from the earth.

A LIGHT ſoil is requifite for'the'cof

'fee-tree: it thrives better in ſand almost

pure, than in rich ground: itis obſerv

ed intthelfle ofBourbon, that theſe trees

'yield.one with another, about a pound

of coffee every year: this fruit comes

no perfection, and is got in during dry

aweather, which makes it far betterthan

tthe West India coffee, which never ri<
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'pens, nor is gathered butinrainy ſeaſons-

The coffee must bedried, after it is ga

thered-in, it is therefore laid out to the

ſun for. ſeveral days, till the bean be

comesquitedry: then they put it-in large'

wooden troughs, and with pestles clear

it of the pulp:

..T'H1E']s L A N'n o'FF R,A N'eE.

' Tnnaa,are two very'good harbours.

'in this iſle,. Where all theſhipping of

the French Company'put' in for re

freſhments, who are employed in the

trade of China and the Indies; here

theinfleets alſo'rendezvous in times of

war; which makes' this ifland not ſo ſo!

litary as Bourbon. The'politics and

customs of Europe have more influence.

The lands are as fruitful as thoſe of

C 3
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Bourbon; rivulets, which continually

run, water it like a garden: notwith

standing which the harvests often fail,

and they most always feel a great ſcar

city here. .,

SINCE the famous M. de la Bourdon-

nois's time (who governed this ifland for

ten or twelve years, and ought to be

looked upon as the founder of the co-

lony, for his introduction and patron-

age of agriculture) they have wander?

ed from project to project.continaallye

attempting the cualture of almost every'

kind of plants, without proſecuting any

of them properly. The'coffee, the

cotton, the indigo, the ſugar-cane, the

pear, the cinnamon, the mulber'y, the

tea, and the cocoa trees. have all been

.- cultivated by experiments, but ſo ſuper

ficially, that they could never ſucceed

'

'* N_ *o'" M/MW. e ' xtW .
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Had they followed the founder's plain

plan. which WIS to ſecure bread, the

ifland would have beenflobriſhinga: pre

ſent; plenty .would then have reigned

amongst the coloniſis, and the ſhip

plng never been diſappointed of the

neceſſary refreſhmems and provifi

We' '

Nzven'rnzuzss, the cultivation of

grain. though badly underſtood, and not

regarded, is the rhing'that ſucceeds the

' best. Thoſe lands, which are ſo em

ployed, yield a crop of when every

year, and another of rice or Turkey

corn, Without having a ſallow year be

tween, and weel-cet the lcaff Lzprove

ment, or any other faſhlon of labour,

than what the Malegaches practiſe.

M. DE la Bourdonnois was the first

..u'*'\_--'ct' \'_.\.*-\..--.. _N"\\'*'**'\_
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who brought the MANlA'C into this i

' fland: the culture of this plant was at

first very difficult, but is'now'tlre chief

reſource of the eolonists for the =nou-

riſhment of their ſla'es. As the cul

ture of this root is the ſame in this

place as in America, I'ſhali not recount

what ſeveral other travellers have' re

lated.

FoaMrttLY they tranſported horned

cattle and ſheep from Madagafcar; but

fince they have found that it was more

advantageous to tranſport flaves, they

have neglected the increaſe of their cat

tle, which are daily diminiſhed by the

continual demands of the ſhipping, and

the wants of the inhabitants at the ſame'

time: befides, they have never hither

to formed any pastures; 'ſuch as they

'have attempted having been ſo unlkil
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fully laid out, that they have not ſuc

ceeded. The'ifland produces, indiffe

rent cantons, naturally,an excellent kind

of graſs, which grows five or fix' feet

high. This graſs begins to appear a

bove. ground when the rainy ſeaſon

commences; it performs. all its vegetati

on'eduring the three mouths which this

ſcaſon lasts: theinhabitants take advan

ta'ge of this to pasture their herds, who

fatten ſurprifingly upon it; but there

remains nothing on. the ground but a

straw too hard to'afſord nouriſhment to

the cattie,'when'the vegetation: is over;

and, ſoon after, the Ere, which is kind

led here by a,thouſand aocidents, con

ſumes this straw, and with'it often part

of th'e neighbouring forests. During

the'remainder of the year, the herds

languiſh, and stray about.' amongst the

' forests.

Cs
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THE method of taking the woods

off the lands by fire, without leaving

proper distances between the groves

and thickets, is the greatest fault which

.has been committed in this ifland, and

which has proved most prejudicial to

cultivation. The rains, in this illand,

conduce most to the amelioration of the

ground; but the clouds being stopt by

the forells, the rains fall there; whilst

, ſcarce a fingle drop fails upon the clear-e

ed lands: the fields, at the ſame time,

being thus deprived of defence, are ex

poſed to the violence of. the winds,

which frequently destroy the harvest'.

The Dutch found no trees at the Cape,

as has been before remarked; but they

have planted the'm there, in order t'o

ſhelter their habitations. On the con

trary, the Ille of France was covered
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with woods, and they have been quite

rooted up by the eolonists,

THE Coas'f OF' CoRoMANDEL.

[N the East-Indies agriculture has

always flouriſhed;, however, fince the

conquest of this country by the' Mo

guln, it has degenerated; who, like all

barbarous nations, have deſpiſed that in

dustry which nouriſhes mankind, to at.

each themſelves to that destructive art

which lays waste the whole world. .

WHaN'thecouquerors took poſſcſſton

of the country, they appropriated to

themſelves at the ſame time all the lands.

The Mogul emperors divided them'in

to great moveable fiefs, which they diſ

tributed. amongst theirgrandees; 'theſe

C 6
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farmed them out to their vafi'als; and

thoſe again to others; ſo that now on

ly the ſervants and day-labourers of the

ſub-farmers cultivate the fields.

As no country in the univerſe is

more expoſed to revolution than the In

dies, ſubjected to masters whoſe govern

ment is an abſolute anarchy, the poſſeſ

ſor of the fief, as well as the farmcr,

for ever uncertain of their fate, endea

vour to make the most of the lands and

their cultivators, without e'er thinking

in the least on improvement. Form

nately for theſe Barbarian conquerors,

the ſubdued natives, inviolably attached

to their ancient customs, continually

employ themſelves in agricnlture, from

inclination, and from religion. Not

withstanding the frantic deſpotiſm of

the Mogul government, the Malabar,
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icontemning and pitying the' master

whom he obeys, cultivates as ardemly

as if he' was proprietor, the fields of his

ancestors,.the care of which is intrust'

ed to him by the uſurper.

THE Indians ſhew a great deal of

reſpect towards their labourers. Agri

eulture hasbeen conſecrated by religi

on, even to the animals appointed for

labouring the lands. As the Indies are

for the most part deficient in pastures,

as horſes are ſcarce, as buffaloes and o

ther cattle for the draught increaſe but

ſlowly, the ancient Indian policy made

it a crime against their religion to kill

theſe uſeful animals. The Malabars

make them more ſerviceable than any

other people: they make uſe of them,

as we do, in labouring the ground; as

alſo in drawing their cartiages, and in
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carrying burthens of all kinds: there

are no other beaſts of burden in the

n'eighbourhood of'Pottdici-terry. I an'

of opinion, that they may be made a;

uſeful in all countries. '

ON the Coromandel eonst the ſoil is

dry, light, and ſandy; however, the inv

dnstry and labour of the nati''es mite

it produce two cropsyearly, without e

ver having onefallow year. After the

nice harvest is past, there. is aiawaysza

crop of ſome leſſer grains, ſuch' itsmili

let, and a kind of French beans. which

are produced in great variety, and of

various ſorts, in India.. '

Tntt watering the grounds for the

cultivation of rice is the most ſurpriiing

piece of the husbandry' in India.
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KA'CHINE FOR WATERXNG RICZf

GROUNDS.

IF there are neither plenty of rivu

lets nor ſountains in the lands they. in.

tend for watering, they dig a pit-well,

on the brink of which they raiſe a

pillar of near the ſome height as the

depth of the well. An iron bar at

the top of this pillar, which is forked,

croſſing both divifions horizontally, Pup

ports a kind of ſee-ſaw, to one end'of

which a ladder is ſuſpended; the other

end of this ſee-ſaw projects about thir

\ teen feet from. the top of the pillar, ha

ving a long pole fastened to it' in a
p pofition parallel with the pillar, at which

a large bucket of wood or copper is

hung: there is a large reſervoir by'the

fide of this machine, built with bricks,
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and cloſely cemented. raiſed above the

level of thergroundsthey intend to

water; the opening whence the waters

are diſcharged being on that fide which

fronts the field. Every thing' being

thus diſpoſed, a man'goes to the ſummit

of the' column, by the.ladderfixed to

the ſee-ſaw: as ſoon ashe.has mounted

the topranothenman,'standing by" the

ſideoE the r'eſervoir, plunges the buc.

ket, which is. ſuſpended by the pole,'iu

to thewell; .upon'Which'he' at the top

comes downthe ladder, and thereby

. bringing the bucket full of water to a

level with the reſervoir, the other there

empties it. Asſoon'as the reſervoir is

full, they open a' kind of fluice; the in

undation begins, and is kept constantly

flowing by the operations of theſe two

men, who ſometimes are thus bufied

whole days, the one aſcending and dey
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ſcending, the other throwing the buc

ket'into'the weH, and emptying it when

fail'

MLA'N N E Rt O P L Anuovn.

THE MalaBars till'th'eir' lands with'

inflruments like the coulter and ſoe.

They make uſe of oxen, but for the'

most part buflbloes; theſe latter being

stronger, and morecapable of enduring'

the heat, than the oxenF which are'com

monly tender, andvery ſmall'onthe.

Coromande] coaſh.

5

zLo'cxs or suzzr, &e.

Forthe'most part, theſe animals are'

fed with the ſtrawoſ' ricej ſome'herbe;
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and boiled beans. You ſee ſome ſmall

flocks of gears; and others of ſheep here'

and there in the fields, which are diſſe- .

rent from ours by their being covered

with hair instead of wool. They are

called CmENs MAitoUs in the French

eolonies.' The\ſe flocks, however, are

lean, andiucreaſe very ſlowly; '

IF the inhabitants of India were to'

eat the flelh of animals, like the Euro

peans, they would very ſoon have no

cattle. It appears, therefore, that the.

religiouslaw making it crimi'nal 'for an

Indian to eat the fleſh of animals, has

been dictatedby the wildom of ſound ,.

policy, which hasemployed the autho

rity of religion to ſecure obedience 'to a

regnlation which the nature'oſ the cli

tnate required.
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Gum, butter, pulſe, and fruits, are .

the chief food of the Malabars. They

eat nothing which has ever lived. The

countries to the ſouth and west of In

dostonare the granaries of this vast con

tinent. and keep the inhabitants in plen

ty- Theſe. countries arestill in the poſ

ſefl'ton of the Aborigines of the country,

whoſe laws are very favourable for a

griculture. TheMogulshaveattempt?

ed ſeveral times, but to no purpoſe, to

make themſelves masters of theſe coun

tries.

GA'RÞENS'

-

THERE is no ſort of Pulſe equal to

ours in the gardens of' Malabar. Ex

cluſtve of the various kinds of French

bean, ſome of which are of the arbo

. . .

'. \. MWþ'_*fi_*'* ' _
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reſeent kind ',.' the best they cultirate is

the BAZELLA,' called in France .the SPI

man or CHINA; this is a lively clam

beringplant, whichmhileg'rowing, they

ſupport npon sticks, like our peaf'c, or'

prop' up against' the walls,r whiclſit very

ſoon covers with'a mostagreeable 'er-'

dnre; it' has almoſt'theſametafle,as'ow

ſpinager

ON the Coromande'l coaff,' gardenin'gfw

* is not'much known.' Thcorchardszare

better ſupplied than the gardens; yet'

they have no fruits equal to thoſe of Eu

rope. They.do not understand the art

of engraſting. The pine-apple, the

mango: the bonana, and the gouyave are

thecommonfruits'there. Thetwo first

of'theſe are but indifferent onthe Co

romandel coast', though excellenton the.
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eoast of Malabar, and many other parts

of India.

'THE co COA-TREE.

THE cocoa-tree is the most uſeſul of

all the trees in their orchards. This

tree bearsclusters of nuts of a greatfizc.

When theſe nuts are ripe, they yield a

ſpecies of oil in great abundance, which

zthe Indians make different uſes ofL par

, ''.' M.__))--*\_>JH' -.

ticularly in ſeaſoning their garden fluff;

'the catte.of this oil is very diſagreeable

10 thoſe who are not accustomed to

eat it. But the method of tendering

the culture of thiszree most advantage.

ous is the extractingwine from itsfruit.

The Indian watches the time when the

nuts of the cocoa-treeare of the fize of

our hazel-nuts,which isſoon after the [all

\*\__/W_h__u_____,

LM '.
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of' the flower: he then makes an inciſi

on in the stalk ofthe cluster about ſeven

' or eight inches from, .thetrunk of the

tree; here he fastens an earthen Veſſel

to receive the juice, which plentifully

ſprings out: he carefully wrapsthe mouth

of the veſſel round with a cloth, to keep '

out the air, which wouldſoon'mrn it to .

the fret. The veſſei fillsin twenty-four

hours; and the Indian takes eare to ai

ter it every dayr This natural wine,

which is called SOURY, isfoldanddrunk

' inthis state. It reſembles the' tast'e and

strength of the MU,S'T, or new wine of

the grape: it keeps but a few days:

.it is neceſſary then to distil it, otherwiſe

it would ſour, and become' of'no manner

of uſe. Th'isltind of witte, when di

'ſiilled, is the' liquor which We'Ictt'll Att

nex.
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A COCOA-TRBE, managedin this man

ner,'is worth about eight ſhillings a year.

Theſe trees are planted about twenty

five or thirty feet distant from each o

ther. They produce nothing for ten

or twelve years. but then hear fruit

yearly for above fifty years. They

flouriſh best in a mixed ſandy ſoil; and

in. pure ſand theyproſper very well.

Malabars cultivate ſeveral

plants, whoſe productions are of an oily

ſubstance, in the open fields; ſuchasthe

SESAME or GERGELIN, which is alort

of ſox-graſs, and the RIClN or PALMA

GHRIsTI. The'freſh oil extracted from

tbisplant, which'ismadeuſeoſ in Europe

ſoraviolent and dangerous cauſiic, cannot

have the'ſame prejudicial quality in the

ladies, as the Malabars confider it as a

gentle purgative, and the best remedy
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for almostſſall the distempersincident" to

ſucking children; commonly givingthem

aſpoonfiul of it; mixed in an equal quan

tity oftheir mother's milk, every month.

I SHALL conclude this article with re

'marking, that the reader must not form

an idea oſ agriculture overall the In

tdies, from the ſketch Ihawe given of

that on the Coromandel coast: this

eoaſt, and the countriesnear it, form

but a ſmall part of the East-Indies, pro

perly ſo named: they are, at the ſame

time, the most barren, and have ſuffered

most from the devastations of the Mo

guls, ſromthe destructive govennment

of' theſe conquerurs, and from the con

tinual wars which harraſs .and depopu

late the country. The coastsof Orixa,

Malabarg'the territory of' Surat, the

thanks of the Ganges, and the interior

1
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parts of Indostan, are much more fruit

ful, and agriculture flouriſhes amazing

ly in ſeveral of theſe countries. I have

ſeen all'theſe things myſelf, therefore

they may be depended on as facts.

'THe KINGDOM or SIAM..

THE kingdom of Siam, which is fi

tuated onthe peninſula of the lndies be'

yond the Ganges, .is for the most part

gery fruitful, It is divided by a chain

ofmountains from Tnorth to ſoutb, like

Indostamand enjoys, all the year round,

and'atthe ſame time, two very contra.

zy ſeaſons. . The Western divifion, all

along. thebay of .Bengal, is overflowed

byeonstant rains, during the fix mouths

thatzthe monſoons continue to blow from

the west. On this coast this ſeaſon is

D
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looked upon as their winter; whilst in

the otherdi.vifion' of the kingdom, to

wards the call, they enjoy the ſmell; cliu

mate, and never experience that diffe

renceof ſeaſon which reigns on the weſ

tern fide,'except by the inundations of

the Menam. This large river runs a

.,long a great way among mountains, where

the rains concenter: it waſhes the walls

,of the capital, and overflows every year,

without the least deſiruction, a beautiful

country, all covered with plantations of

tice. Theflimqwhichthe Menaml'oaves

behind, enriches the ſoil amazingly; the

rice ſeems to grow up in proportion as

theinundation riſes, and the river at

length gentlyr withdraws by degrees in

toits bed, as the rice grows ripe, and has

no further need for its waters. With

'What bounty does nature act towards the

inhabitants of this dcllghtſul country !-
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flie has, however, done more: the fields

profuſely produce a great variety ofmost

delicate fruits, which require hardly any

cultivation; ſuch as the pine.apple, the

mangoustas, perhaps the most delicate

fruit that is, mangoes of ſeveral ſorts,

and all excellent, ſeveral kinds of oran

ges, the banana, the ducion, the gacca,

with other fruits of an inferior quality.

Nature, still more bountiful, has aiſo

ſcattered over this country, almost on

the ſurface of the ground, mine: of gold,

copper, anda kind of fine tin, which they

call CALIN there, and in ſeveral other

zparts of India.

. .WH0 would imaginethatthe Siameſe,

the inhabitants of this terrestrial para

diſe, ſurrounded with ſuch great riches,

are,pe'rhaps, the most miſerable of mor

tals?

'I'Q-M' 'e 

D 2



52 THE TRAvE'L's

THE government of Siam is deſpa

tic :' the ſovereign alone enjoys that li

berty which is natural 'to all the human'

race: his ſnbjects'are'all his flaves; every

one of them is yearly taxed atſix mouths

perſonal ſervice without wages, and even

without food: he allowsthem the other

fix' mouths to procure themſelveswhere

withal to exist the year. There is no

law' that can afford protection to indivi

duals'againll: violence, or in the ſmallest

degree nſecure' them .,in' their property

under ſuch agovernment. Every thing

is ſubjected'to' the caprice of a prince,

rendered brutal by every ſort of excefs,

particularly that of power; who paſſes

his days ſhut up in'his ſeraglio, without

an idea of any thing beyond the walls

of his palace; and particularly ignorant

of the miſerable state of his ſubjects.

Theſe are expoſed to the avarice of the
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grandees, who themſelves are only the

chief flaves, and timidly approach, on

appointeddays, the preſence of their ty

rant, whom they worſhip as a deity,

though ſubject to the most dangerous

caprices.

\ REL'IGION' alone has preſerved the

power oſprotectingagainst tyranny thoſe

who] ranking themſelves under its (lan

dardz are admitted into the order ol' the

prieſls of SOMONACONDOM, the divinity

of th'e Si'a'rneſe. Thoſe who embrace

this order, who 'are very confiderable,

are by law obliged to obſerve the strict

'cſl celibscy. which, in'a warm climate,

ſuch as theirs, whilst it is the occafion

of great dlſea'ſes, almost depopula es the

illa'nd. '

WE may eafily conceive; that agricuh'

D 3
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ture cannot flourilh under ſuch a govern-I

ment; it may indeed be ſaid, that nd

regard is paid to it at all, when the ſmall'

piece of land which is laboured is comi

- pared to the' extenfive plaius which lie

quite waste.

NATURE may be ſaid to do every

thing uith regard tothoſegroundswhiclr

they even have laid out. Mortals op

preſſed, debaſed, without ſpirit, nay, in

a manner without hands, givethemſelves

hardly any other trouble than just to

reapwhat the earth produces; and, as

the country is of greathextent, and'but

thinly peopled, they enjoy''abundanceof

neceſſaries, almost without any labour

FROM the port of Mergin, which is

fituated on the weſiern coaſlofthis king

dom, to the capital, during ajourney of
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ten or twel'edays, youcroſs largeplains,

plentifully watered, and the ſoil excel

lent; ſome of which appear to have been.

formerly cultivated, but now lie quite

deſolate. Travellers are obliged to

make this journey in caravans, to defend '

themſelves from the tygers and the c

lephants, to which this fine country is in

a manner abandoned. during a journey

. of eight days there ſcarce being any

thing like an. habitation.

. Tit: euvirons of the capital are culti

rated ; the lands which belong to theking,

tzhoſo of the princes, the ministers. and.

principal officers. ſhew the ſurprizing

fruitſulneſs of the country, producing,

as 1 have been informed, an increaſe of

. two huadred-fold.' l

THE method in which the people of

nal-4.' .

D 4
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Siam cultivate their rice, is first to ſow

it very thick in a ſmall ſquare plot of

ground, well watered, a little below

the ſurface of the ground. As ſoon

as the plants have grown about five

or fix inches high, they pull them up

by the roots, and tranſplant them, in

ſmall parcels of three or ſour stalks, diſ

tant from each other about four inches

every way. Theſe plants are placed

deep in a clay ſoil, which has been well

laboured before with a plough, drawn

by twobuffal'oes. The rice, tranſplant

in this manner, has a far greater increaſe,.

than if allowed' to grow up in the ſame

ground where it was first planted.

IT is the Chineſe, and the Cochin

Chineſe, ſettled in the capital and its en.

virons, who chieflycontribute to the im

provement of the lands. Theſe stran
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gers are uſeſul to the ſovereign, by the

trade they carry on' with him, and it is

the interest of thegovernment to protect

them from oppreſſion.

i IN the neighbourhood of the unculti

vated lands I have mentioned, there are

others, belonging to different individu

als, who, diſcouraged by continual op

preflions, have quite abandoned them.

'However,itisſurprifiug to obſerve theſe

lands, often' neither laboured nor ſown

for years together, produce extraordi

nary crops of rice. The grain, careleſ

ly reaped, ſows ofitſelf, andre-produces

every year'another harvest, by the help

ofthe overflowings ofthe river Menam:

which proves, at the ſame time, the great

fruitfulneſs of the ground, and the ex

treme Wretchedneſs of the inhabitants..

D 5
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THE. orchards of the prince, and. the'

great Talapoins, a religious ſect,are ad.

mirable for the great variety of their

fruits, all of the most delicious ſorts; but

noprivate individual is permitted to en

joy theſe delicacies. When a man is ſo

unhappy as to have i'n his grounds a tree

of excellent fruit, ſuch as the mangow

flas, a party of ſoldiers ne'er ſail to come

annually, to ſecure this tree's produce,

for the king, or ſome great minister.

They takeanaccountofevery maugousta,

good or bad, makingthe proprietorguar

dian and ſecurity for the whole; and,

when the fruits ripen, ſhould there hap.

ſſ pen the least deficiency, the poor pro.

prietor is ſubjccted to all the. inſolence

of unrestrained power; it becomes, of

conſequence, a real misfortune for a pri.

vale man to have ſuch a tree.
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Trtz Slatneſe tear flocks of bufl'aloes,'

and black. cart-le; but they take no o

thercare of them, than to conduct them,

in the day time, to the ſallow grounds; '

which abound in pastures, and bring

them back at night, to the incloſures, to

ſecure them from the tygers, with which

this country abounds. The milk, and

a yery little labour, is all the advantage

they draw from them. Their religion,

which is the ſame as that in Indoſian)

and which the Talapoins alone know a

ny thing'about, ſorbidsthem to kill theſe

animals, They clude, however, this

law, by ſelling them to the Mahometans,

ſettled among them, who kill them, and

privately ſell their fleſh. Poultry, par.

tjcularly ducks, oſ the best kinds, are in

great .plenty in the Indies..

Tzttn king keeps a number of tame

' D 6
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elephants. Each of theſe hugeanimals

has twelve or fifteen men constantly em

ployedin cutting herbs, bananiers,(a'kind

of large roſe) and ſugar-canes. They

areafter all ofno realſervice; they ſerve

only for ſhew. They diſplay, ſay the A

Siameſe, the grandeur of their prince;

and he conceives an idea of his great

neſs, more from the number of his e

lephants, than from the number of his

ſubjects.

THESE animals make most destruc

tive havock wherever they go; their

keepers take advantage of this, making

every individual, Whois poſſeſſed of cul

tivated lands, or gardens, pay a certain

tribute every year: ſhould they refuſe,

the elephants. would immediately be let

looſe, and lay their fields deſolate : for

what ſubject would be hardy enough to
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dare to fail in reſpect to the elephants of

the king of Siam, many of which, to'the

diſgrace of humanity, are loaded'with a

profufion of titles, and preſerred to the

the first dignities in the kingdom?

THE MALArs.

. Tnhpeninſula oſMalacca lies beyond

the kingdom of Siam; a country for

merly well peopled, and, conſequently.

well cultivated. This nation was once

one of the greatest poivers. and madea

very confiderable figure on the theatre

of Afias The ſea' was covered with

their ſhips, and they carried on a most

extenfive trade. Their laws, however,

wereapparently very different from.rhoſe

which at this time ſubfist among them.

' They ſentour numbers of colonies from
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time to time, which, one after another',1

peopled the illands of Sumatra, Java;

Borneo, the Celebes or Macafl'or, the

Moluccas, the Philippines, and 'thoſe

numberleſs iflands of the Arehipelago;

which are the limits of Afia on the east,

and which take up an extent of ſeveu=

hundred leagues, in longitude. from cast

to well, by about fix hundredof'latitude, ' ' .

from north to ſouth. The 'inhabitants '

of all theſe iflands, thoſe at least upon

the coasts, are the ſame people; they '

ſpeak almost the ſame language, have'

the ſame laws, the ſame customs. ' 'I'a if

not ſomewhat remarkable, that this peoct

ple,who'have:fuchlargepofl'effions,ſhould,

hardlybe known in Europe? '1 ſhall '.

endeavour to give you an idea of their

laws and customs, by which you willbe '

able to judge of their agrieulture.
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TRAVELLERs,Wh0makc0bſcſVatl0nS .

on the Malais, are ſurpriſed to lind'the

laws, customs, manners, and prejudiees

of the old inhabitants of the north of

Europe, in the center of Afia, under the

ſcorching climate of the line. The

Malais are governed by feudal laws,

that capricious ſystem, conceived for the

defence of the liberty of a few against
the tyranny of one, whilst the po-ct

pulous are ſubjected to flavery and op

preflion.

' A CHIEF, who is called king, or ſnl

tan, ſets forth his commands to his great

vaſſals, who obey when they think fit.

'Theſe have inferior vaſſals, who often

act in the ſame manner with rcſpectto

them. A ſmall part of the nation live

indepeudent, under the title of ORAM

cAt, or NOBLE, and ſell their ſervices
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to thoſe who pay them best; whilst

the greatest part of the nation is com

poſed of flaves, and live continually in

bondage.

THE Malais are restleſs'under thoſe

laws, being fond of navigation, war,

plunder, emigrations, colonies, hazard-

ous enterprizes, adventures, and gal- '

'lantry. They are continually talking

'of their honour and their bravery,

whilst they are univerſally confidered,

by thoſe with whom they have inter

, courſe. as the most faithleſs and cruel

people in the univerſe; and yet, which

appeared very extraordinary to' me,

they ſpeak the ſoftest language of'Aſſa.

'What the Count de Forbin has ſaid, in

his memoirs, of t'he'ſerociouſneſs o.f the '

'Macaſſars, is exactly true, and is the'

reigning character of the whole Malay
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nations. More attached. to the abſurd

laws of their pretended honour, than

to thoſe of justice or humanity, you al

ways obſerve, that amongst them, the

strong. oppreſs and destroy the weak:

their treaties of peace and friendſhip

never ſubfisting beyond that ſelf-inter

est which induced them to make them,

they are almost continually armed,

and either at war amongst themſelves,

or buſied in. robbing their neighs

boars. ' '

THIs ſerocity,.which theMalais call'

courage, is ſo well know'n to the Eu

ropean companies, who have ſettlements

in the Indies, that they have all'agreed

in prohibiting the captains of their ſhips,

who may touch at the Malay illands,

from taking any ſeamen of that nation

on board, unleſs in the greatest distreſs,

  

l
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and then, on no account, above'twozont

three. I t

IT is not strange for a few of theſe

cruel barbarians ſuddenly to emhark,

attack a veflctel by ſurpriſe, ſword'in.'

hand, maſſacre the people, and make ''

themſelves masters of her. Malayt

boars, with twenty-five or thirty men'r'

have been known to board. European;

ſhips of thirty or forty guns, to tak'e

poſſeflion' of them, and murder, with' '

their ſwords, great part of the crew.

The Malay history is full of ſuch en-

terprizes, which ſhew the ſavageneſs of'

theſe barbarians. I 3 '

THOSE amongst the Mal'ais. who are

not flaves, go always armed: they would

think themſelves diſgraced, ifthey went'

dbroad without their ſwords, which:
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they name CRlT. . The indnstry of this

nation even furpaſſes itſelf. in the fa

brick of this destrnctive weapon.

As their lives are a. continued ſerie'

of agitation and tnmult, they could neo

ver endure the long flowing habits.

which the other Aſratics wear. Their

habits are exactly adapted to their ſhapes,

and loaded with a muititude of buttons,

which fasten them cloſe to their bodies

in every part. I mention theſe ſeem

ingly trifling obſervations, to prove,

that, in climates tlie most oppofite, the

ſame laws produce fimilar manners, cuſ

toms, and prejudices. With'regard to

agriculture their effect is the ſame.

THE lands which the Malais poſſeſs

are, commonly, of a ſuperior quality;

Nature ſeems to have taken pleaſure
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'If

'in collecting her most favourite produc

tions there. They have not only'thoſe

to be found in the territories? of'' Siam,

but ſeveral others peculiar to theſe i

flands. The country is covered rwith

Odoriferous woods, ſuch as the'eagle or

aloes Wood, the ſandal, and the cafiiao

dorata, a kind of cinnamon. You there

breathe an air ſcented with theodburs

of numberleſs flowers of' the greateſſ

.fragrance, of'which there is'a perpetui

al ſucceflion the whole year, the 'ſweet

flavom of which charmsthe foul, and.

inſpires the' most voluptuous ſenſati

ons. A traveller, Wandering over the

plain: of'Malacca,' feels himſelf strongly

impelled to with' his refidencefixed in

ſo delightful a' place, where nature,

'without art's aflistance, always'-. tri

'umphs. '

I
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, THE Malay iflands'produce various

'ſorts of dying woods, particularly the

SAPAN, which is the ſame with the Bra

fil wood. There are alſo a' number of

gold mines, which the inhabitants of Su

matra and Malacca'call OPHIRS: ſome

of which, particularly thoſe on the eaſ

tern coa'fl, are richer than thoſe of Bra

fil or Peru. There are'likewiſe mines

of 'fine copper, mixed with gold, which

is called TOMBAGE by'the inhabitants.

In she iflands of Sumatra and 'Banea'

are mities of calin, or fine tin; and at

Succadana, in 't'heifland of Borneo, is a

mine of diamonds. Thoſe iflands alſo

exclufively en'joy the rotin, the ſagou,

or bread-palm-tree, the camphire, and

other precious aromatics.

THE ſea too'is filled with plenty of

finefiſh,together with ambergris, pearls,
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and thoſe delicate birds nests, (ſo much

in request in China) ſormed in the tocks

with the ſpawn oſ fiſhcs, and the ſoana.

of the ſea, by a kind oſſmall-fized ſwal- \

low, peculiar to thoſe ſeas: this is of

ſuch an exquifite ſubstance and taile,

that the Chineſe long bought them for

their weight'in gold, and ſtill buy them

at a great price. ,

THE Malay is wretched 'in'the midst

of all this luxuriance of nature. The

c,nlture of the lands, abandoned to flaves,

is fallen into contempt. Theſe wretch

ed labourers, constantly dragged from '

their rustic employments, by theirrest

leſs maſlers, who delight in War and

maritime enterprizes, have ſeldom time,

and never reſolution, to'give the neceſ

ſary attention to the tilling of their

lands. Their ground, in general, re
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mains uncultivated.z and brings forth no

ſort of' grain for the inhabitants to ſub

ſiſt upon.

'S A 60 U

THE ſagou-tree, in part, ſupplies the

'Want of grain. This admirable tree

is a preſent which bountiful nature has

made .to men incapable of labour. It

needs no ncplturc; it'is a kind of the

palnþtree, which grows naturally, in

the woods, to about twenty or thirty

feet high ; its circumference being ſome

times from five to fix. Its ligneous

bark is almost an inch in thickneſs, and

covers a multitude of long fibres, which,

being interwoven with each other, en

velope a maſs of a gummy ſort oſ meal.

As ſoon 'as this tree is ripe, a Whitiſh

.-*-_ --''\
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duſhwhich tranſpires through the pores

0f,the leaves, and adheres to their extre

mities, proclaims its maturity. The

Malais then cut them down near the

root, and dividethem into many ſcct'rons,

which, they ſplit into quarters: they .

then ſooop out the maſs of mealy ſub

ſtance, which is 'enveloped 'by and ad

heres to the fibres; in order to ſepa

rate it tfrorn'the fibres, they dilute it in

pure water, and then put'it through a

straining-bag of fine cloth.' When this

paste 'has lost part of its moisture by e

vapo''ſation, the Malais cast'it into a ſort

'of earthern veſſels, of different ſhapes, .

where they allow it to dry and har

den. This paste preſerves for ma

ny years, and is whoielbme nouriſhing

food. "

. , IN general, when the Iudians eat the
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ſagou, uſe ho other preparation than

diluting it in water; but ſometimes they

dreſs it after a different manner: they

have the art of ſeparating the finest of

the iflour, and making it into little

grains, ſomewhat like grains oſ rice.

The ſagou,.prepared thus, is preferred '

to the other, for the aged and infirm;

and is anexcellent,cure for many com;

plaints in theſlomach. It forms a whit

jſhzjelly, very agreeable to the taste,

when diluted, either in boiling or cold

water.

THOUGH this ſagou-bearing-palm

grows naturally in the ſorests, the Ma

lay chiefs have made very large plan

tations of it,which constituteone oſtheir
principal reſoutces for ſubfistence. i

WOULD they give themſelves the'

E
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H..

trouble tocollect the various plants of

of thoſe excellent'fruits, which nature

has ſo liberally bestowed upon them,

'they might have the finest orchards in

the world: we find, hoWever,'none but

' a few ſlraggling trees planted at ran

dom about their houſes, he diſperſed

,'over theinlsnds without order or'ſym

zmetry.

SINCE the 'ſubjection to the'govern'n

ment of the Dutch, the inhabitants of

..the great ifland of Javahave ſomewhat

better ideas of agriculture than the o

ther Malais. Theſe ſove_reign mer

.chants have taken advantage of the feu

dal fystem of the Malais, to reducethem

,under,their yoke; artſully weakening

.the regal power, by fomeming, at times,

..the rebellions of' the great vaſſals; and

humbling the vaſſals, in their turn, by
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ſuccouring. their princes, when drove

to the brink of dest'ruction.

THE kſavaneſe begin to redeem from

that state of anarchy, the conſequence

of their ancient laws now almost remem

hered .no'. longer. With ſucceſs they

cultivate rice, indigo, coffee, and ſugar

cane. They rear, on the eastern coast

of the ifland, and in the districts ofMa

dur and Solor, in the neighbourhood,

greatflocksofvery largebuffaloes; their

fleſh is excellent, and they are very uſe

ful in labouring the lands. They have

alſo great numbers of horned cattle,

perhaps, the largest and finest in the

univerſe. The common pastnrage in

this, and the -rest of the Malay iflands,

is the ſame graſs I have mentioned un- \

der the article of the Ifle of France,

E 2
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which is there almost quite neglected by

the colonists. '

IT would be proper here to deſcribe

the manner of cultivating the ſpiceries,

the indigo, the ſug'ar-cane, and the

Camphire; but theſe must be the ſub

ject oſ another diſcourſe. I could have

wiſhed alſo to have comprehended, in

this treatiſe, the Obſervations I have

made on the Chineſe husbandry.' You

could then'have compared nation with

nation; and, after having ſceu.agricul

ture contemued and debaſed amongst ſa

vages, oppreſſed and loaded with fetters

by their frantic laws, the genuine pro

\ ductions oſ delirium incompatible with

reaſon, you would have obſerved this

art, which may be called divine,'as it

was taught to man by the ſupreme.Au

thor of his being, ſupported and pro
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tected by laws the moſt plain, thoſe of

nature, dictated by her to the first in

habitants of the earth, and preſerved,

fince time began, from generation to

generation, by one of the largest and

wiſeſl: nations in the world. Whilst

this comparative repreſentation diſplay

ed the wretchedneſs and Calamities of

all kinds, which attend the neglect of

agriculture, on the one hand, it would

have ſhewed how much this art, when

properly honoured, protected, and eno

couraged, will always encreaſe the hap

pineſs of mankind on the other.

man or THE FIRST PART.

.' fi -'' - .w .*\ , A' '\__'
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PHILOSOPHER.

Part-r s'EcoNDa '

. A S'T year I gave you a-ſmall ſ

L' ' account of the enquiries I had,

hew made in Alia and Africa con

cerning the state. of agriculture in thoſe

regions. I'remarked, that there was not

the least appearance of it amongst the ig

norant and lazy barbatians, who inha

. E S-
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L.

bit the western coasts of Africa; whilst

it flouriſhed, under the ſhade of liberty,

at the Cape of Good Hope, amongst the

iDutch, I obſerved the happy plenty

which reigned in the fruitful ifland of

Madagaſcar, inhabitedby a people go

verned by.the greatest fimplicity of man

ners, and with no other laws than net-

ture's. Whilst I did justice alſo to the

ſystem oſ cultivation that prevailed at the.

* Iſle of Bourbon, which, being without

a port, and conſequently having little or

no intercourſe with Europe, the colo

nists have preſerved an uncorrupted ſyſ

'tem of manners, always favourable for

agriculture, I was, at the ſame time, ob

ligedtoacknowledge,thatthisart, which

requires perſeverance and fimplicity, was

very much neglected at thelſle of France,

which, having two excellent ports, and

being much frequented by European'

ſi,
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ſhips, was more influenced by the incon

fl'ant' and volatile customs of our part

oftheuniverſe; and that, in conſequence,

though the ſoil was equal to Madagaſ

car and Bourbon in fertility, their har

vestscommonly failed, and analmostcon

tinual want prevailed over the ifland.

I paſſed from thence to the great penin

fula of the lndies, where agriculture,

however oppreſſed by the barbarous laws

ofit.he Mogul conquerors, is still houou r.

ed and maintained by the religion, the

custotns, and the perſeverance oſ the

conquered Malabars. At Siam, under

the happſiiest climate, and' blefl'ed with'a

ſoil the most ſruitſul in the world, we

have obſerved agriculturedebaſed bythe

indignitiesoſ tyranny, and abandoned by

a race of ilaves, who after they are de.

prived oſtheir liberty. nothing can in

terest. I have repteſented it almost

E 6 .
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in the ſame condition amongst 'the Ma

' lais, who inhabit vast kingdoms, and in

numerable iflands, where nature has diſ

tributed her choicest treaſures, and' la

viſhed her bountieswithaprofufionwhich

other regions are not acquainted with.

The destructive genius.of the feudal

laws, which keep this people in a'con

tinual ſetment, allows not their applica

tion to the cultivation of the finest ſoil

'that is. Nature alone does all. I atn

convinced, that if the other nations of

the globe, who have the misfortune to '

be governed by the feudal ſystem, inha

bited aclimate as happy, and landsas fer

tile as thoſe of the Malais, their agri

culture would be as much neglected: ne

ceffity 'alone could force them to it.

I nNnnAvoUnnD in my last diſcourſe

to gite you an idea of the most iuterest

K
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ing modes of local agriculture which I.

have ſeen: my, chief object, however,

was to enable you to remark, that in e

very country, in every region'of the u

niverſe, the stateoſ' agriculture ſolely

depends on the establiſhed laws, and, in

conſequence, on the cuſtomsand preju

dices from whichtheſe laws took their

ſource. Butl (hall now continuemy obt

ſervations..
0.

otuGtN OF THE KINGDOM or PoN.

T'HIAMASo.

Qtjt'r'rmo the peninſula oſ'Malacca',

and the iflands of the Malais, towards
the north, I'ſelliu'with a ſmall terriſſ

tory under the name of CANCAR, but

known, on the marine charts, by that

of PONTHIAMAS. Environed by the



86 THE Txavnns

kingdom of Siam, where deſpotiſm and

d'epopulation reign; thedomainsofCam

boya, where no idea'of eſtabliſhed go

vernment ſubfiſts; and the territories off

the Malais, whoſe genius, always agi

rated by their 'feudal laws, can endure

peace neither at home nor abroad: this'

delightful country was uncnltivated, and'

had very few inhabitantsabout fifty years.

ago. '

A CHINESE merchant, commander of

a veſſcl which he employed in trade, fre

quented theſe coasts. Being a man of

that intelligent reflective genius, which .

. ſo characteristically marks his nation, he

.eould not, without trouble, behold vast

tracts of land condemned to barrenneſs,

though naturally more fertile than thoſe

' ' which made the wealth of his own coun

try: therefore, he formed a. plan for
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their improvement. With this view,

having first of all hired a number of la

bourers, ſome Chineſe, others from the

neighbouring nations, he. with great ad

dreſs, inſinuated himſelf into the favour

of the most potent princes, who. for a

certain ſubfidy, aſfigned him a guard to

protect him.

IN the courſe of his voyage to Bata

via, and the Philippine iflands, he bor

rowed from the Europeans their most

uſeful diſcoveries and improvements,

chiefly the art of fortification and de

ſence: with reſpect to internal police,

he preferred the Chineſe. The proſtts

of his commerce ſoon made him able to

raiſe ramparts, fink ditches, and provide

.artiliery. Theſe preliminary precau

tions protected him against the enterpri

zesofthebarbarianswho furrounded him.
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He distributdd the lands to his'he

bonrcrs, without the least reſervation

of any of thoſe' taxes or duties known

by the names oſ'ſervige or fines of'alie

nation; duties which, by allowing nue

real property, become the most' fatal,

ſcourge to agriculture, and is' an idea

which revoltsagainst the commonſenſe;

oſ every wiſe nation. He provided his

eolonists alſo with all kinds oſtools fit

for the cultivation.and improvement oh

their lands. *

IN' forming a labouring and commen-.

cial people, he thought, that no laws

ought to be frained, butthoſe which na

ture hasestabliſhed for: mankind in all,

tegions: he made theſe laws reſpected, '

by obeying them first himſelf, and exe

hibiting an example of fimplicity, in-.

dustry, ſrngality, humanity, and honcſq
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ty: he formed, then, no ſyſlem of laws

-he did' more-"be establiſhed mo

rals.

HIS territories ſoonbecatnethecoun

try of every industrious man, who wiſh

ed to ſettle there. His harbour was

free to'every one. The woods. were

cleared; the grounds wiſely cultivated,

and ſown with rice; theirfields were

watered by canals, cut from the rivers;

and plentiful harveſis, after ſupplying

them withſubfistence, furniſhed an oh,

ject of ententive trade; .

THE environing ſavages, astoniſhed'

to ſee ſuch plenty ſuddenly ſucceed to

barrenneſs, flocked for ſubfistence to

the magazines of' Ponthiamas;. whoſe

dominions, at'this day, are looked upon

' as the moſt plentiful, granary. of that
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eastern part of Afia; the Malais, the '

Cochin-Chinele, the Siameſe, whoſe

countries are naturally ſo fertile, con

fidering this ſmall territory as the

most certain reſource against famine. ,

HAD the Chineſe founder of this cow

lony of mercantile labourersz in imita-l

tion of the ſovereigns of Afia, establiſh

ed arbitrary imposts; if by theimro

duction 0f.a feudal fystcm', of which he

had examples amongst the'neighbourihg'

nations, he had vefled in himſelf the

ſole property of the lands, under a ſpe

cious pretence of giving them away

to his colonists; iF he had made luxu

ry reign in his palace, instead of that

fimplicity which distinguiſhed his hum

hle dwelling; had he placed his ambi

tion in a ſplendid court, and multitudes

'of fawning flaves; had he preferred

many' .. ...,..*_''_.*. ,'. I '*W{..4>.W' ,.,N, ,
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the pleafing to the nſefdl arts, deſpifing

the industrious, who cultivate the ground

with the ſweat of their brow, and pro

vide ſustenance for themſelves and their

ſellow creatures; had he treated' his

afl'ociates as fleves; had he received

ſlrangers in any other manner than as

friends into his port; his fields had ſiill

been flekile, his realms Without inhabi

tants, who must have died of hunger,

in ſpight of all their knowledge of a

gticulture, and all' the aflistan'ce they.

could derive from the most uſeful in

llruments either for tilling or ſowing

their grounds. But the ſage Kiang-tſe,

which is the name of' this judicious

Chineſe, perſuaded that he ſhould be,

always rich, if his labourers Wereſo,

establiſhed only a very moderate duty

on all the merch'a'ndize entered at his

port; the produce of his lands appear

o

-
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ing to him ſufficient to make him po

tent and great. He'was reſpected for

his integrity, his' moderation, and'his

humanity. He never defiredto reign; .

but only to foundthe empire of reaſons '

His ſon, who now reigns, inherits his '

.virtues as well as his poſſeflions: by

ag'ricuiture, and the trade he carries on:

with the produce of his lands, he has.

become ſo powerful, that the ſavages,.

his neighbours, call: him king, a'' title'

hateful to him. He pretends to no:

right of ſovereignty, but thenoblest of

all, that of doing good; happy in=beingI

the first labourerl and the fi'tstfmer->

chitnt of his country, he deſerves, as-

well as his father, the title of The

Friend of Men, which is more gle'7

rious than that ofkingt

WHAT a difference there is between'z
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ſuch men and thoſe conqueror: ſo fa

mous, who ſurpriſe and lay waste "the

earth; who, abufing the right of con

quest, have establiſhed laws, which, e

ven after the world has been freed of

theſe tyrants, has perpetuated, for ages,

'the wretchedneſs of mankind!

)

'CAMB'oYAAND TSIAMPA;

WE find the countries of Camboya

and Tfiampa north of Ponthiamas.

They, particularly, are naturally fer

tile, and appear, in former times, to

have been well cultivated; but the go

vernment of theſe two ſmall states ha

1ving no ſcttled ſorm, the inhabitants be

ing continually bufied in destroying ty

rants, only to receive others in their

place, have neglected to cultivate their
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lands; Their fields, which 'might be

covered with rice, with herds, and with

flocks, are deſerts.; and the natives

are reduced to feed on a few ſorry

roots, which they collect from amidst

the brambles, that overſpread their

lands. "

I'r ſurpriſes travellers to find the '

ruins of an old city, built with stone,

the architecture of which reſembles that

:of Europe. at a ſmall distance from the

miſerable canton of Camboya. The

neighbour-ing fields too still preſerve

the traces of ridges: every thing ſhews

'that agriculture and the other arts have

'once been in a flouriſhing condition

there; .but they have now diſappeared,

with the.nation who cultivated them. '

Thoſe by whom this country is at pre

'ſent inhabited have no hiſiory, or tra

'
/
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dition, which can enlighteu this ſubject

in the least.

CocHtN-CHINA.

'THE Cochin-Chineſe, who border

on Camboya to the north, obſerving the

lands of this kingdom deſolate and ne

glected, ſome years ago took pofl'eflion.

of ſuch tracks as were most convenient,

and have there introduced an excellent

culture. The province of Donnay,

uſurped in this manner 'from Camboya,

is at preſent the granary of Cochin-Chi

na. This kingdom. one of the largest

in Eastern Afia, was inhabited by an

inconfiderable nation, barbarous and ſa

vage, called Lot, about one hundred

and fifty years ago, who lived partly

by fiſhing, partly on roots, and the wild

.''W'L-''\ a .
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frnitsofzthe country, and regarded a

griculture very little.

A Tonquineſe prince, unſucceſsful

in a war he carried on against the king

of Tonquin, under whom he enjoyed

an office like the Maires de Palais, 'un

der the Merovingian race of the kings

KI

of France, retired with his ſoldiers and

adherents acroſs the- river which ſepa

rates that kingdom from Coc'hin-Chi

na. The negroes, who then poſſefl'ed

this country, fled before theſe foreign-.

ers, and took refuge among the moun

tains of Tfiampa. After a long war

with their ancient enemies, who pur

ſued them, the Tonquineſe'runaways

remained at length quiet poſſefl'ors of

the country called Cochin-China: .it:

extends about two hundred leagues

from north to ſouth, but narrow and
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unequal from eail: to West. They then

wholly applied themſelves to the culti

vation of rice, which, being the. com.

mon food of the inhabitants of Afia,' is

to them an object of the greatest im

portance. They ſeparated into little

cantonments, and eſlabliſhed themſelves

onthe'plains, which extend along the

bank: of therivers.

THE fruitfulneſs of the ſoil, which

'hadbecu a' long 'time uncultivated, ſoon,

plentifully rewarded their'labours; po

pulation increaſed in proportion to the

culture; and their cantons extended in

ſuchja manner, zthat all the plains of

this large country being put intoa (late

of improvement, they were tempted to

encroach upon thoſe. of Camboya, which

were in a manner quite abandoned. I

never ſaw any country where the pro

F
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greſs of population was ſo remarkable

as in Cochin-China, which must be at.

(tributed not only to the climate, and

the fertility of the ſoil, but to the fitn

plicity of their manners, to the pru

dence and industry of the women as

well as the men, and to the different

kinds of excellent fiſh, which, with

rice, is their common food.

sfULT'URE OF 'VARIOUS YSORTS OF RICE

'IN COCHIN.CHlNA.

THERE are different ſorts of rice cul

-tivated' by the Cochin-Chineſe: the

.LtTTLE Rrcm'the grain of which is

ſmall, oblong, and tranſparent; this is

by far the most delicate; it is common'

ly ministered 'to the fick: the GREAT

loNG RLCE is thatwhoſeſhape is round:
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the RED RICE, ſo called becauſe the

grain is encloſed in a bull: of a reddiſh

colour, which sticks ſo cloſely, that it

requires a very uncommon operation

to divid'e_it. Theſe three ſorts are

produced in the greatest plenty, and

form the chief ſubfiſience of the inha

hitants. They require water, as the

grounds where they are cultivated must

be overflowed.

THE-r propagate alſo two other kinds

of dry rice, which grow in dry ſoils,

and, like on: wheat, need no other wa

tering but what they receive from the

clouds. One of theſe ſpecies oſ rice

has a grain as white as ſnow, which.

when dreſſed, is of a clammy ſubstance;

they make various ſorts of paste of it,

ſuch as vermicelli. Both theſe kinds

form a confiderable article in their trade

L '1
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with China. They cultivate them on

iy' ent'he mountains and' rifing grounds,

which 'they labour with the \ſpade.

They ſow theſe grains as wedo wheat,

about the end oſ< December, or begin

ning of january, when the rainy ſea

ſon ends: they are not above three

months in the ground, and'yield a plen

tiſnl crop.

I AM induced to believe, 'that the cul

ture of this valuable grain would ſuc

ceed very well in-France. 'In the years

,'I749 and 1750 I frequently travelled

'0ver the mountains of Cochin-China,

where this rice is cultivated; they,are

'very high, and' the temperature of the

.=air cold: in the month of January,

1 750, I obſerved that the 'rice.was ve

'ry green, and above three inches in

sLteig'ht, although the liquor in Reau
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mur's thermometer was only about three

degrees above thefreezing points

I cARRtaD' ſome hundred weightsof

this grain to the Iſle of France, where

it was ſown, and ſucceeded, producing

a' larger crop than any other ſpecies.

The colonists received my preſent With:

the greatest eagerneſs, as, exclufive of

its ſuperior increaſe, it has a better

taste, is leſs troubleſome, asjthe fields

do not need to 'be overflowed; and, as

it ripens fifteen! or twentydays ſooner .

then the other ſorts, it can'beueaped

and' ſecured before 'the stormy ſeaſon,

which often makes great havock with

their later harvests. The' other kinds

of rice, being of a flower growth, re

quire their grounds to be laid under

water, after the manner of the natives

Fg'
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of the Coromandel coast *; but our

colonists regard agriculture ſo little. .

that it has never yet been introduced by

them.

CNE might haveimagined. that the

ptoflts flowing from the cultivation of

dry rice, would have engaged the co

lonists to attend very carefully to it;

and that. from the Iſle. of France, it

might have been eaſily introduced into

Europe: but I have endeavonred to

procure it from. this ifla'nd to no pur

poſe; thoſe to whom I have applied.

have ſent me only common rice. which

requires water and Warmth. The cul

ture of dry rice. has, like every other

kind of agriculture, been leſt to the

unexperienced ignorance of flaves, who

* See. Page 39.
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have mixed all the different kinds toge

gether, in ſuch a' manner, that the rice

of Cochin-China being ripe long before

the others, the grains have dropt . from

the ears before they were reaped, and'

the ſpecies, in this manner, has been, by.

degrees. quite lost in that illand. If a-,

ny traveller, whom bufineſs or,curiofity

might lead to Cochin-China, would ſend

eke: but a few pound: of this excellent:

grain, 'he would deſerve our greatest:

. thanks.

Tun common rioe is cultivated by the '

Cochin-Chinefe, very near in the ſame

way as the Malabars on the Comman

del coast do. After having ploughed

their ground twice, they ſow the riee

in a ſmall field which has been well la

boured with the ſpade ; they cover the

ſurface of this little field with water,

F 4
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not very high; and as ſoon as the rice

is about five or fix inches in height, they

harrow over their large fields,and over

flow them with water; then pulling up

the rice-plants in the feed-plots, tranſ

plant them into theſe grounds, thus pre

pared, in ſmall parcels of ſour or five

stalks, about the distance of fix inches

from each other. This work common

ly employs the women and children.

THnCochin-Chineſe have no machine

for ovetflowing their lands, nor indeed

have they occaſnn for any: their plains,

which from one end of the kingdom to

the other are commanded by a chain of

high mountains,areſupplied with ſprings -

and rivulets in abundance, which natu

rally overflow the grounds, according as

their courſe is directed. '"

err ar'ewr'dK-M-NWNMM

____._.
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THERE are alſo various ſorts ofgrain

cultivated here, ſuch as the mahis, mil

' lets of different kinds, ſeveral ſpecies of

the French bean, potatoes, yams, and

plenty of other roots fit for the ſubfiſ

tence of 'men and animals. But the

cultivat-ionok the ſugar-cane, next to

the rice, is the most importantadvantage

to them; '. and Cochin-China produces it

more abundantly. than any country in

Afia.

sudAn-CA'Nns.

THERE are two ſorts of' ſugar-canes

in this country; the first grows high and

thick, the joints at'a. great distance from

one another, the colour' always green,

the juice plenty, with very 'little of the

ſalt in it. This ſpecies of caneeis in ge

Fs.
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neral uſe for feeding and fattening of

cattle; and experience teaches them that

no ſort of food fattens mankind, aswell

as animals, ſooner or better, than this

ſugar-cane, eat while green, and the ſu

gar which is extracted fromit.

THE ſecond kind is ſmallet in every

way, with its joints approaching nearer

together: it afl'umes a yellow colour

when ripe; and contains leſs water, and

more ſalt, than the other.

WHEN the Cochin-Chineſe prepare

theground for the ſugar-cane, they turn

it up to the depth of two feet; this o

peration is performed witha plank. They

thenplantjointsor eyes ofthecane, three

and three together, in a horizontal po.

ſition, almost in the ſame way as they

plant vines in many French Provinces.

Theſe flips are planted chcquer-wiſe, a

'ſF'l
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I

bout eighteen inches deep in thcground,

fix feet distant from each other; they

perform this operation towards the con-,

cluſton of the rainy ſeaihn, ſo that the.

flips may be ſufficiently watered,tillſuch

time as they have taken root. During

the first fix mouths. they give them two

dreflings with a kind of pick-axe, in or-.

der to destroy the weeds, and preſerve

a moisture about the roots of the canes,

by heapin'g the earth around them.

THEY gather the first crop twelve,

and ſometimesfourteen, monthsaſter the

plantation. By . this time the canes,,

though planted at fix feet distance, be

come ſo buſhy, that it is.impoflible to en-,

ter the field, without making uſe of an ..

axe to clear your way.

AETE'R the canes are cut, and tied up. _

F6
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into bundles, they are carried to the

mills, .to extract their juice. As theſe

engines have been deſcribed by many

travellers, l ſhall not here deſcribe their

form, which much reſembles thoſe of

the West-Indies: they employ oxen or

mules, instead of water, to ſet the two

cylinders in motion, between which the

ſngar-canes are' prefl'ed.

WHEN the juiceis extracted, they boil

it a few hours in large kettles, in order

to evaporate part of its water: it is then

carried to the neighbouring market, and

fold in that condition. Here the in

dustry and the profits of , the Co

chin-Chineſe plantcr ends. The mer

chants buy the juice, which reſembles

pure water; they re-boil it, throwing

ſome alkaline ſubstance,ſuch as the aſhes

of the leaves of the muſa or bananier,
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andſhell-lime intothe ke'ttle; they know

no other; theſe ing'redients throw up

a thick ſcum, which the refiner careful

ly takes off: the action of the alkali haſ

tens the ſeparation of the ſalt from the

water, and, by the force of boiling, re

duces the juice of the cane to the con

ſistence of ſyrnp. As ſoon as this ſyrup

begins to granulate, they decant it into

a great earthen vefl'el, where they cool

it about an hour; when a kind of crust,

still ſoft, and of ayellowiſh taint, appears

on the top of the ſyrup 3 then they im

mediately empty it into a vefl'el of a co

nic ſhape, which they name a FORM.

Without this intermediate operation of

cooling the ſyrup, it would harden into'

a maſs, and not being granulated, would

of conſequence want one material qua

lity of ſugar.
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THEsE ſugar-cones, or forms. are of

baked earth, in Cochin-Chiua, like thoſe

oſ our West-lndia'colonies, about three

feet high, pierced at their narrow ex

tremities, and commonlyhold abontſorty

or fiftypounde of ſugar. Theſe FpRMs,

when full, are placed on another earthen

veiſel, the mouth of which is proporti

oned to receive the narrow end of the

cone, and must be large enough to hold

the eoarſe' ſytup,__';vhich distils from the
ſugar, through ſome. straw which im- i

perfectly stops up the little opening in

the bottom of the tom.

WuBN they ſuppoſe the ſyrup has ac

quired the confistence of ſalt in every

part of the cone, they then proceed to

wbiten and purify it. They diſſolve

a fine ſort of Whitiſh clay in a trough,

with ſuch a quantity of water as, when



OrAPH'tLosor-HEL nt

' thus prepared, prevents it from having

too much confistence; they then lay it

upon the ſurface of the ſngar with a

true', to the thickneſs of about tvrc in

ches, in the void ſpaceleſt at the top

of the FOIM by the condenfing oſ the

ſugar, after purging itſelf of the coarſer

ſyrup or melaffes. The water contain

ed in the clay penetrating by degrees

into the maſs, waſhes it, and carries off

inſenfibly the remaining ſyrnp, and e

very foreign particle that adheres most

cloſely to the ſugar. When the clayhar

dens, they replace it with a freſh quan

' tity, diluted as the first: this operation,

which lasts about twelve or fifteen days,
is the ſame here as in our Well-India. i

colonies. Some refinersoſ Cochin-Chi

na, however, have a different method.

In (lead of clay, tempered thus with wa

ter, they cut the trunk of the muſa or
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bananier into little pieces, which they

place upon the ſu'gara the trunk of this

tree is very watery; the water of ade

tergent quality; and distills from the fi

bres, which envelope it, in'very ſmall

drops. Thoſe who follow this method

pretend, that the operation is thereby

renderedleſs tedious, and that the ſu

gar' acquires a more beautiful colour.

THE proceſs of the Cochin-Chineſe,

in refining their ſugar, goesno further:

they know nothing about the'(loves in

uſe in the West-Indiee After having

played their ſugars ſufficiently, they ſell

them in the public markets, particular

ly to the Chineſe, and other foreigners,

who are invited to their parts'by the

moderate price of this commodity, which

is cheaper at Cochin-China than any o

ther place in India.
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THE white ſugar of the best quality

is generally ſold'at the port of Faiſo, in .

exchange for other merchandize, at the

rate of about fourteen ſhillings sterling

a hundred weight. There is a great

trade in this commodity. The' Chineſe

alone, whoſe lands do not produce e

nough for their own conſumption every

year,tranſportabove forty thouſand bar

rels, weighing. about two thouſand each,

from Cochin-China.

IT must be remarked, that this coun

try, which produces this commodity ſo

plentifully, and at ſo low a price, being

a new kingdom, ought to be looked u

pon, in ſome meaſure, as a colony: it is

worthy Obſervation'too, that the'ſugar

canc is there cultivated by free'men, and

all the proceſs of preparation and refin

ing, the work of free hands. Compare

..'-*'q' ſ\ _. M _-.. . 'ac-1., '*'\_->\®\*\v**

t .

 



"43 THE TRAVELS

then the price of the Cocbln-Chineſc

production. with the ſame eommodity

which is cultivated and prepared by the

miſerable flues of on' European colo

nies, and judge, if, toprocu'e frigerfrom '

our colonies it was neceſſary to autho

rize by la-w the flavery of the unhappy

Africans tranfported to Ameriea. From

what I have obſerved at Gothic-China,

I cannot doubt in the least, but that if

our Well-India colo'aies had been diſ

tributed Without reſervation amongst a

free people, they would have produced

double the quantity that is now procur

ed from the labour of the unhappy ſa

vages.

WHAT advantage, then, has Europe

got, poliſhed as it is, and thoroughly

verſed 'in the laws of nature, and l'hc

rights of mankind, by legally authori

\ .
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zingthe dailyoutrages' against humanna

ture in our colonies, allowing tvhem to

debaſe man almost belowthe level of the

brutal creation? Theſe flaviſh laſws have

proved as oppofite to its interefl as they

are to its honour, and to the laws of hu

manity. Ihaveoftcn made this remarks

LIBERTY and property are the foun

dation of plenty, and good agriculture:

Inever ſawit flouriſh where thoſe rights

of mankind. were not steadily establilh-'

ed. The earth, which laviſhly multi

plies her productions, under,the hands

oftbefree-botnlabourcr, ſeems toſhrink

into barrenneſs under the ſweat of the

flave. Such is the great Author of out

nature's pleaſure, who has made man

. free, and aſſigned to him the earth, that

he might cultivate his poſſeflion with the
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ſweat of his brow; but ſtill ſhould poſ

ſeſs hislibertyi

, THE Cochin-Chineſe, excl'ufi've of the'

ſugar-cane, employ themſelves in the

eulture'oſ other productions, 'of great

importance both totheir inferior fabrics,

and external commerce.

I THEY cultivate the cotton-treez th'e

mulberry, th'e Pepper, th'e varniſh'-tree,

the date; the tea. the indi'go, andithei

ſaffi'''on. with' a plantpeculiar to the courti

try, named iTsat, which', being ſermeut-I .

ed like indigo; plentifully furniſhes a

flower of a green "colourz which, in d'y

ing, gives a laſiing'tinctureof a fine e

merald colour. This'piant would un

doubtedly be a very precious preſent to

our Weſi-lndia colonies.
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I Mus'r decline entering into'a detail

of the various proceffesattending theſe

differentculturesat preſent. They will

afford ſubject for ſome future diſcourſes.

IN Cochinvchina, the ſoil is common

ly excellent, and they cultivate it well.

Their mountains are generally fallow,

as population is not even ſufficiently con

fiderable for the cultivation of all the

plain groundsthey have taken poſſeſiion

of in Camboya: theſe mountains pro

duce, however, the eagle or aloes-wood,

which is the most waluable ,Perfume in

the univerſe; the ſapan-wood, the ſame

with that of Brafil; and the cinnamon,

in-ſmal] quantities indeed, but far ſupe

rior in quality to that of Ceylon. The

Chineſe pay three or four times more

for it thanfor that which the Dutch i'm

port from that ifland. They have like
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wiſe different kinds of admirable wood

for joyner and c'abinet-Work, particu

larly the roſe-wood; the teat-wood is

excellent for building, and ispreferable

toall others in the building of the roy

al galleys', having every pr'opertythat

can be defircd either for,beauty or ſo

iidity. From their mountains alſo, and

from the forests with which they are

covered, they procure ivory,mu£k, wax,

iron. and gold in great plenty. 'I heſe

mountains too are full of game, ſuch

as deer, antelopcs, wild goats, peacock's,

pheaſan'rs,'&c. The chace is free to all,

but dangerous 'from the number of ty

gcrs,elephants,rhinoceros,and other car

nivorous and destructive animals, which

are very plenty in the forests.

THE ſea, which waſhes their coafls,

as well as the rivers, are well ſtipplied
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with excellent fiſh. Every one has the

liberty of fiſhing; in which the'Cochin

Chineſe take great delight. They live

thieflyon fifla and rice, as I have be

fore remarked.

THEIR domesticanitnals are,thehorſe

for the road, the buffalo ſor labour,and

the cow= the hog, the goat, the gooſe,

the duck, and hens, of different kinds,

for the table. Theſeanimals th rive very

well, and in great plenty. The king

alone reſerves to himſelf the exclufive

right of breeding elephauts for the war;

and this'is a reſervation which no one en

vies him. He commonly maintain: ſour

hundred of them; he could maintain

four'thouſand men at a much leſs ex

pence. The Cochin-Chineſe have a ſew

good fruits; the pine-apple, and oran

ges of various ſorts, are the best their
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country produces. They do not culti

v-ate the vine, though it is one of 'the

native productions of their lands. They

are but poorly provided with pulſe. In

ſhort, their orchards and their gardens

arevery ſmall. They attachthemſelves

to the more eſſential branches of agri

culture.

ALTHOUGH this art is not yet arriv

ed at that degree of perfection in .Co

Chin-China, to which it might be carri

ed, with the advantage'of ſuch an ex

cellent ſoil, yet the manner's of the peo

ple being very favourable, it flouriſhes

' greatly. The'Cochin-Chiueſe are gen

tle, hoſpitable, ſrugal, and industrious.

Thereisnotabeggatin the country; and

robbery and murder.earequite unknown.

A ſoreigner may wander over the king

dom, from. one end'to another, (theca
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pital excepted) without mcetingthe least

inſult: he willbe every where received

with a most eager curiofity, but, at the

ſame time, with great bene'volence. I

have here remarked a custom fingular

indeed, but expreflive of their goodneſs

of heart. A Cochin-Chineſe traveller,

who hasnot money enough to defray his

expences at an inn, enters the first houſe

of the town or village he arrives at: no

'body inquires his bufineſs; he ſpeaks to

none, but waits in filence the hour of

dinner; ſo ſoon as the rice is ſerved up,

he modestly approaches, fits down at ta

ble along with the family, eats, drinks,

and goes away, without ſpeaking one

word, 'or any perſon's putting a fingle

'question to him; it was enough they ſaw

he was a man, a brother in distreſs; they

\wanted no further information.
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THE'fix first kings, estahliſhers of this

monarchy, governed the nation as a fa

ther governs his family; they establiſhed

the laws of' nature alone; and they paid

the wfirst: obedience to them themſelves.

Chieſs of an immenſe family of labour

ers, they gave the first example of la

bour; they honoured and encouraged

agriculture, as the most uſeful and ho

nourable employment of the human

race. They required only a ſmall an

nual free-gift from their ſubjects, to

deftay the expence of their defen

..five wareagainst their Tonquineſe ene

mies.

THIS impofition was regulated, by

way of poll-tax, with the greatest equi

ty. Every man, able to labour the

ground, paid in to the magistrate, on

account of the prince, a ſmall ſum, pro
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portioned to the strength of his consth

tutiou, and the vigour of his arm; and

nothing more. It was under their

reign, that this nation multiplied ſo a- ,

mazingly, in conſequence oſ the abund

ance furniſhed by the cultivation oſ their

lands. Whilst they reigned, the trea

ties entered into, on the banks of the

'river which ſeparates Tonquin from

Cochin-China, between the chiefs of

their family and thoſe who followed

them in their retreat, were most reli

giouſly obſerved. It is to this recipro

cal faithſulneſs that Cochin.China owes

its preſent flouriſhing condition, with

regard to power, population, and agri

culture. Their ſucceſſor, who now

reigns, inherits their goodneſs of heart, '

'but has the Weakneſs to ſuffer himſelf

to be governed by his flaves. Theſe

have acquired the art of ſeparating the

G 2
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interest of'the prince from that of his

people. They have' inſpire'd him with

the thirst after perſonal wealth; The

large quantity of gold 'which they'have

,tlug from the mines, during this reign,

has already' proved detrimental to in

dustryandagriculture. In the palaceſiit

has been productive of luxury and

corruption, which always attend it. ,

THIS princehas' been inſenfibly'ied

'to hate the'mean habitations of his fore

3 fathers. He'has *built 'a' ſine palace, a

lcague in circumference, environed'by

a brick wall, on the model of that of

Pekin. Sixteen hundred pieces of cau

non, mounted around the palace. an

nounce 'to.'the people the approaching

doſs of their liberties and rights.

*HE' found a neceflity to'o'for a win
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ter palace, a ſummer palace, and an au

tumn palace. ' The ancient taxes were:

not ſufficient to defray theſe expences;,.

they'were enlarged ;. and new impofiti

ons de'iſed, which, 'being no longer vo

luntary contributions, could not be le

vied. but' by'force, and tyrannical' op

preflion- His courtiers, who found.

their'interest insthe corruption oftheir

prince, have called'him the King of

Heaven: Vous Tſoi, hearing. himſelf .

frequently ſo ſtiled, at length thought,

he might aſſume it. "Why," as he was.

one day 'addrefling himſelf to me, he

ſaid, " do'not you come oftener to pay

"' your:' court. to the .King. of Heamz

** v'n 2'?

Tzrassn de'figning' ſyeophaats, who

ſecure every aveuue to the royal car,

have had the'craſtineſs to over-awe the

G 3 .
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ordinary administration of justice; and,

taking advantage of exemption from

puniſhment, have plundered the labour

ers, and filled the Provinces with op

preſiion and distreſs.

I HAVE obſerved all along the high

ways whole villages newly deferred by

their inhabitants, worn out by fruitleſs

labour, and everlasting exactions, and

their lands, in conſequence, falling back

. to their original uncnltivated conditi

on.

In the midst of all this growing diſ

order, the prince, whoſe tnind has been

ſurpriſed by fawning flatterers, and

who alone is ignorant of the villainy of

thoſe who ſurround him, still preſerves

a reſpect for the manners of his fore

fathers; he does not, indeed, like

- __-','..,__9_v;-.
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them, give' an example of perſonal la

bour, but still his defire is to protect a

griculture.

I HAVE ſecn'him, at the beginning

of the new year, prefide, with all the

fimplicity of his predeceſſors, at the

general afl'embly of the nation, which

is held every year on that day, in the

open field, in order to renew the reci

procal oath for Obſervation of the pri

mordi'al contract; which estahliſhed him

father of his people, at the ſame time

that they invested him ſolely uith the

power, the noblest indeed of all, 'of ma

king his people happy.

'WHEN he is talking of his ſu'rjccts,

he calls them still by no other name

than that of his children. I have ſeen

him too aflist, like a fimple individual,

't

G 4
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in the annual afl'embly of his family, ac

, cording to the ancient custom of the

nation; an aſſembly where the most

aged always prefide, without regard to

the' diguities of thoſe of younger years.

This, however, ſeemed to me only a

formality venerable from custom; for

what is man, where the King of Hea

ven is?

' CORRUPTION, it is true, has not yet

infected the general body of the peo

ple; they still preſerve their primitive

manners: it is hitherto confined to the

palace. and the capital; its,'ſſource, how

ever, is too elevated to' prevent its poi

ſoned streams from flowing to the

plaine. It is from the great that the

corruption of a people ever derives its

origin.
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' WHEN it ſhall have infected every

rank; when the foundations of agriculq

ture, liberty and property, already at-i

tacked by the great, ſh'all' be over.m

thrown; when the profefliowoſ the far- '

mer ſhall become themost deſpicable,

and have the least gain, whatmust be

the fate of agriculture? Without a

flouriſhing, agriculture, what'must be.

the fate of thoſe multitudes, brought up,

under its wing ? ., What must be the fate:

of princeand people? It will reſem

bie that'of the nation who poſſcſſed the

country before them; perhaps that of"

the barbarians, who yielded it to' that

nation: of them there are no remains,

but the.ruin's of a large wall, near the

capital, 3which appears to have been' .

part of a great city: it' is of brick, and

of a form very. differenr'ſrom what

is to' beſeen in the other.countries

GS)
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of Afia': no history, however, no tra

dition has prelerved the memory of the

buildcrs.

UPON the whole, I conclude, from

the general corruption which threatens

the manners' of the Cochin-Chineſe,

that agriculture is on the decline,. and

that whatevcr" efforts they may make

to ſupport it, it has now pafl'cd-its

best nate, and must inevitably dcgcnc- .

rate.

CHINA.

l AM': now near the end of my tra

vels. Qfluing the coasts of Cochin

China, and directing my courſe towards'

the north-cast, I proceeded for China,

which the Cochin-Chineſe reſpectſully
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call, NUSE o' Al MING-THE Dom

NIOÞJS OF THE GREAT LUMINARY,

After failing ſome days, before there

was any appearance of land, I ſaw along

the horizon a forest of masts, and pre

fently afterwards a vast number of boars,

which covered the ſurface of the wa-'

ter. Theſe were a great multitude of

fiſhermen, whoſe industry drew fubfiſ

tence for numbers from the ſea. Inow

began' to perceive land; I advanced to

the mouth of the river, ſlill amidst

crowds of fiſhers, throwing out their

lines on every fide. I entered the ri.

ver of Canton; which is inhabited like

the land; its banks lined with ſhips at

anchor; a great number of ſmall craft

are conſtantly gliding along in every

direction, ſome with lails, others with

oars, often vaniſhing quickly from the

fight, as they enter the innumerable
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canals, dug with amazing labour, a

croſs extenſive plains, which they wa

ter and'render ferti'le. Great fields, ar

rayed in all the ſplendor of the harvest, ſſ

with (lately villages rifing to the fight

on all fides, embelliſh the remoter view,

whilst mountains, covered withverdure,

cut into terraffes, and' ſhaped into am

phitheatres, form the back ground of

this beautiful landſcape.

I SOO'N come to Canton, Where freſh

ſubjects for admiration ariſe; the noiſe,

the motion, the throng encreaſes; the

water, as well, as land, being every

where covered with multitudes. Aſ-\

toniſhed at the ſurprizing appearance,

I inquire into the numbers ofinhabi

tants of this city and ſuburbs; and, af

ter comparing different accounts, find

that they must amount at least to eight
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hundred thouſand in'. number; My

astoniſhment, however, is greatly aug

mented, when I learn,that,to thenorth

ward of Canton, about 'five.leagues up

the river, is a village named FACHAN,

which contains a millionof inhabitants,

and that every part of this great em

pire, extending about fix hundred

leagues' from north to ſouth, andaaa

much from eaſl; to west, was peopled in

the ſame proportion.

BY what art can the' earth produce

ſubfistence for ſuch numbers? Do the

Chineſe poſſeſs any ſecret art of multi

plying the grain and provifions neceſſary

for the nouriſhment of mankind?. I '

paſſed over the fields, I introduced my

ſelf amongst the labourers, who' are

commonly gentle, polite, and affible,

with ſome ſhare of learning, and know
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ledge of the world, to ſatisfy myſelf and

'fee the reaſon of it. Iexamine, and pur

tue them through all their operations,

and obſerve that their ſecret conſists

folely in manuring their lands judici

oufly, ploughing them 'to a confiderable

depth, lowing them in the proper fea

fon, turning every inch ofground which

can produce the most inconfiderable

crop to advantage, and preferring the

culture of grain to every other kind

of culture, as being the most impor

tant.

THIs ſystem of culture, the last ar

ticle excepted, appears to be the ſame

that is recommended in all our best au

thors, both ancient and modern, who

have wrote on this ſubject; our common

labourers are acquainted with it; but '

how much must our European farmers

Wffl anyPW_.,M.WW
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be ſurpriſed, when they are told, that

the Chinele have no meadows, natural

nor artificial, and. have not the least

conception ofſallowing, never permitting

their lands to lie the ſmallest time ſal

low.

THE Chineſe labourers would conſij

der mcadows, of every denomination,

as lands in a state of nature; they ſow

their lands all with grain, and give the

preference to ſuch grounds as we gene

rally lay out in meadows, which,'lying'

low, and being properly fituated'with

reſpect to water, are conſequently the

most fertile. They affirm, that a field

ſown with grain, will yield as much

straw for the nouriſhment of eattle, as

it would have produced of hay, befides
theſiadditianal advantage of the grain

for the maintenance of man, of which
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they can ſpare too, in plentiful ſead

ſons, a ſmall portionfor theanimal' crea-r

tion"

SUCH is the ſystem adhered 'to'from.

one end of the empire to the other, and

confirmed by. the experience 'of four

thouſand years, . amongst' a people the:

most attentive to their - interest kof. any?. '

'nation in thenniverſe. .

THAT'Wh'tch must rendersthis plan.w

of agriculturethe more inconceivable

to Europeans, is the idea of'theirnever.

allowing their lands to lie one ſeaſon unq

laboured. Thoſe who for ſome years

have endeavoured, with 'ſuch publiu

'ſpirited zeal, to re-animate'amongst us

this neglected art,.haye confidered, as

the first and most important object, the

multiplication of artificial meadows, to'

' a a, wi, Fit
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ſupply the defect. of natural' ones, for

the fattening ofcattle; withoutonceven- -

curing to think of ſuppreffing the man-

ner of' fallowing the grounds, how-

ever far they carried their ſystem

of increafing the number of artificial'

pastures.

THis' ſystem, which' appears the'

most plaufible of any they have project

ed, and is received with the greatest

partiality by our farmers, is, neverthe

leſs, contradicted by the constant expe

rience of the greatest and the most an

cient land-labouring nation in the; uni

verſe, who regard the practice/of mea

dows, and fallowing grounds, as an a

buſe, destructive of plenty and epopula

tion, which are' the ſole great objectsof

agriculturot , .
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A Chineſe labourer could not but

laugh', if you told him, that the earth

ought to rest at a certain fixed period

of time: he certainly would ſay, that

we deviated greatly from the point' in

view, could he read our treatiſes ancient

and modern, our wonderful ſpeculationsr

on agriculture: what would he ſay, if

he ſaw our lands, part of them. fallow,

part of them employed in uſeleſs cul

tures, and the remainder badly labour

ed? What would he ſay, what must

be his feelings, if, in travelling over

out fields, he obſerved the extreme

wtetchedneſs and barbariſm of their mi.-

ferable cultivators?"

Mos'r part of the Chineſe lands are

not ſuperior to ours: you there ſee, as

with us, ſome excellent grounds, others

middling, the rest had; ſome ſoil'sstrong,
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others light; lands where clay, and

lands where ſand, gravel, and flints e'

very where predominate.

ALL theſe grounds, even in the

northern Provinces, yield every year

two crops, and in thoſe towards the

ſouth often five in two years, without

one fingle fallow ſeaſon, during the

many thouſands of years\ that they

have been converted to the purpoſes ofi

agriculturea

THE Chineſe uſe the ſame manures.

as we do, in order to.restore thoſe ſalts'

and juices to their ground', which an

unintermitting production is continual

ly conſuming. They know nothing

about marl, but make uſe of common

ſalt, lime, aſhes, and all ſorts of animal

dung, but above all that which we th row
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into our rivers: they make great uſe

of urine, which is carefully preſerved;

in every houſe, and ſold to advantage:

in ſhort, every thing produced by the

earth is conveyedto it again with the

greatest care, into whatever ſhape the.

operations of nature or . art may, have,

transformed it. '

WHEN their manuresare at any timer

ſcarce, they, ſupply the deficiency, by1

turning up the ground, with the ſpade,

to a great depth, which brings up tue

the ſurface of the field anew ſoil, rich

with the juices of thatwhich deſcends in.

its room. .

Wrrnov'rmeadowsthe Chineſe maitia',

tain a great number of horſes, buffaloes,

and other animals of. every kind riecefl'a-P

ry for labour, for ſustenance, and for
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manure. Theſe animals are fed. ſome

with straw, others with roots, beans,

and grain of every kind. It is'true,

they have'fewer horſes and horned cat

tle, in proportion, than we have, yet it

is not neceſſary that they ſhould have

more.

THE whole country is cut into 'ca

nels, dug by the industry of the inhabi

tants, extending from river to river,

'which divide and water this great' king

dow, like a garden. Travelling, tranſ

' parting ''of goods, almost every ſpecies

of carriage is performed on. theſe ca

nals,\with.great eaſe, and ſmall expence:

they do not even make uſe of horſes to

drag their boars; every thing' is done

by the ſail or the oar, which they ma

nage.with ſingular dexterity,'even in

going up the rivers. Where any kind
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oſ labour can be performed, at a mode

rate price, by men, it is a maxim with

them never'to'employ animals. 'In con

ſequence of this, the banks of their

canals are cultivated almost to the wa

ter's edge; they loſe not an inch of

ground: their public roads reſemble

'our foot-path; their canals, however,

are far more uſeſul than highways:

'they convey fertility every where, and

furniſh the people great part of their

ſublistence in fiſh. There is no com

pariſon 'between the weight which can

be tranſported in a boat, and that

which can be conveyed by any kind of

land-carriage; no proportion between

the expence.

THE Chineſe are still leſs acquainted

with the uſe, or rather the luxury of

chariots, and equipages of every kind,

  



OF A PHILOSO'PHER. '43

which crowd the principal cities of Eu

rope. The horſes neceſſary'for theſe,

equipages.

aſſembled in thouſands in our capitals,

conſume the produce of numberleſs

acres of our best lands, which, if cul

tivated with grain, would afford ſubfiſ

tence for multitudes, who are periſhing

for hunger. Theſe Chineſe wiſh ra

ther to maintain men than horſes.

THE emperor and chief magistrates

are carried through the cities by men,

with 'ſafety, and with dignity; their

march is ſedate and majestic, it threat

ens not with danger thoſe Who walk

on foot: they travel in a ſort ofgalleys,

ſafer, more con'venient, equally magni

ficent, and leſs expenfive than our land,
a

I H'AVE before remarked, that the
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Chineſeloſenotaninchofground. They

are' very far, therefore, from allotting

great parks, of the finest ground, for

'the maintenance alone of deer, in con

tempt of the human race. The em

perors, even thoſe of the Tartar line,

'have never hitherto dreamt of forming

theſe parks; still leſs the grandees; that

is, the magistrates and the learned:

ſuch an idea could never find place in

'the mind of a Chineſe. Even their

country houſes, and boxes of pleaſure,

preſent nothing' to the eye'all around,

but uſeful cultures, agreeably diverfifi

' ed. That which constitutes their prin

cipal'beauty, is' their agreeable Wit'nati

on,.;_judioiouily improved, where, in. the

diſpofition of the'various parts which

form the whole, there every where

reigns a happy imitation'of that beauti

\._ A. l 'fie
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ful diſorder of nature, ſrom whence

art hasborrowed all her charms.

THE most :roclty -hills, which, in

France, and other places of Europe,

they turn into =vineyards,>or totally ne

glect, are there compelled, by dint of

i'ndustry, to produce grain. The Chi

neſe are acquainted, indeed, withthe

vvine, which here and there they plant

in arbours; but they. confider it as luxu

ry, and the wine itproduces as an un

meceſſary ſuperfluity'z they would ima

' gine it a.ſ1n against humanity, to.endea

vour to,pr.ocure, by cultivation,.an a

greeable liquor, whilst, from the want

of What? grain which this vineyard.

emightſ have produced, ſome individual
perhaps might be in danger of starving ' i

ior want.

'H
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THE steepestmountains, even, are

- rendered acceflible: at Canton, and from

one end of the empire to the other, you'

. obſerve mountains cut into terraſſes, re

preſenting, at a distance, large pyramids .

divided into different Rag'es, which ſeem

to exalt their heads to heaven. Every

one of theſe terrafl'es yieldszyearly a '

crop of ſome ſort of grain, even of rice;

and, you cannot with-hold your admira

tion, when you fee the water of' the

ariver, the canal, or the fountain, which

glides by thexfoot ofthemountain, raiſ

zed from terraſs to terraſs, even 'to the

top, by means of a fimple portable ma

chine, which two men with eaſe carry

and put inmotion.

Evan the'ſea, which ſeems to'threat

ten the maſſy globe it ſurrounds, has

been forced, by industry and labour, to
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give up part of its domains to the Chi

neſecultivator.

,NANKING and Tche-kiang, the two

most beautiful provinces of the empire,

formerly covered with water, have been

united to the continent ſeveral ages a

go, with an art far ſuperior to that

which is ſo much admired in the mo

dern works of Holland.

THE Chineſe had to struggle with a

xſea, whoſe natural flowing from cast to

west urges it continually towards the

coasts of theſe two Provinces; whilst the

Dutch have had'nothing to oppoſebut

eſca, which, by the ſame natural moti

'on,'alwa.ys avoidstheir westcrn ſhores.

i . THE people of'China are capable of

zthe most fiupendous works; 1 never ſaw

X'"W

H2
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their equals in labouring. Every day

in the year is a working day,'\eir'cept the

first, destined forpaying avifits to each

other, and theJaſh'which iseonſecrated .

to the ceremoni'al'dntiesthey pay to. their

,ancesto.r,s. ' '

''A'1;A2Y man.would be treated with

e the greatest contempt, and regarded. as

,,a paraiytic membena''load to the body

oſ which he made a part; the govern

ment'would .not:in the least allow iit.

How oppofite'from the. ideas of other

Aliatics, where none are admitted to a

nydegree ofzestimation, but 'thoſe awho,
' from itheir fituatignjn tlife, have nothing i

.to do! An ancient emperor of China,

ina public ninstruction, exhorting's the

.* people to labour, obſerved, that if in one

corner of. the empire there was one man p

zavhddid nothing, there must, in ſomeo- ''

i NNW 'mail''hue -'A'. Hawk-i



OF A PHI Losor'H'n K- 1'49

ther quarter, be another who ſufferson

that account, deprived of the neceſſaries

of life. This wiſe maxim is fixed in,the:

breast of every Chineſe; and, with this

people ſo open to reaſon, he who prow

nounces a ſage maxim pronouncesa laws

Tmsis, gentlemen, a flight ſI-r'etch'ofi i

the principal picture'of Chineſe agricul-'w

ture, with the peculiar' genius ofthat

people'fort'bis art. The limits of' my '

diſcourſe will'not allow me at' preſent to '

recount all'the different eultures 1 have

obſerved inthis country: ſhall only

ſay. that they are ſuch as plentifully'ſup

ply all theneceflities and' convenicncies

of the mostpopulonsnationin rheum-

verſe, and furniſh, with their'ſuperflu

ity, an', important article 'for foreigtr

tradeav

H 3.;
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in two of the ancient emperors, who,

not obſerving among their children any

one worthy of mountingathrone, which

virtue alone ought t0.. inherit, named

two fimple labourersto' ſucceed them.

Theſe labourers, according to tbeChi

neſe annals, advanced the happineſs of'

mankind,,during very long reigns; their'

memory is' still' remembered with ve

neration. lt is needleſs to mention how

much examples, like theſe, honour and.

animate agriculture.

THE Chineſenation has alwaysBeen

governed likea family, ol' which the em

pcror is father; his ſubjects are his chii

dren, without any other inequality but. '

that which is eſiabliſhed by talents, and

\by merit. Thoſe puerile fooliſh diſ

tinctions of NOBILITY, and PLEsEtANs,

MEN or FAMILY, and MEN or MEAN

' .___,_,.o..,' a" WKJLM: ' '-\,-.,.z___J'.

' ''. __p-'... , _.,., . - h ., 1 -._, 'U ''.1'.,.-

' ..Muo* 'MM. mal't ._y'.uſi
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B'IRTH, are no where to be found, but

in thecroud of new people, still'harba

rous, who, having Forget. the'common '

origin of' all men, u,nthinkingly. inſult'

and debaſe thewholehuman'racez'whilst' '

that nation, whoſe government tis anci-

ent, dziting its commencement' withthe

first ages oſthe:.world,: are ' ſenfible than.

all'manltind are b'orn equal, all'brothers,

all noble. Thein' language has, not e-

ven hitherto inventedanterm-for'expreſe

fing this pretended distinction''of him:

The'Chineſe, who have preſerved their'

annals' from the remotest times,'and who''

areall'eqnally the childtnen of the em

peror, have'neverſo much as 'ſnſpectcd.

an inequality of origin amongst them...,

FROM this principal, that the empez

'rot is father, and the people his chil

dren, ſpring all the duties oſ'ſociety, all

H 5
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the duties of morality, every virtue of

humanity, the union of every wiſh for

the common good of the family, conſe

quently an attachment to labour, and a

bove all to agriculture.

THIs art is honoured, protected, and

practiſed by the emperor, and the great

magistrates, who for the most part are

the ſons of fimple labourer-s, whom me

rit has raiſed to the first dignities of the

empire; and, in ſhort, by the whole na

tion. who have the good ſenſe to honour

an art the most uſeful to men, in preſe

rence to others more frivolous, and leſs

important.
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cEnEIltoNY o'F OPENl N'G 'rn E

GRoUNDs.

ON thefiſteenthday of thefirst moon,

in every year, which generally correſ

ponds to the beginning of March, the.

emperor in perſon performs theccremo

nyofopeningthegrounds. Thisprince,

in great pomp, marches to the field ap

pointed for the ceremony: the princes

of the imperial family, the prefidents of

the five great tribunals, and a vast num

berof mandarins 'accompanyhi'm. Two

fides of the field are occupied by the cm.

peror's officers, andguards; the third

is allotted for all the labourers of the

province, 'who repair thither tobehold

their art honoured and practiſed by the

. ehief of their empire; the. fourth is re

' . ſerved for the mandarins.

H6
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THE emperor enters the, field alone,

lies down, and nine times knocks his

head against the ground, in adoration of

Tien, the God of heaven; he pronoun

ces, with a lond voice, a prayer appoint

ed by the tribunal'of rites', invoking the

bleſſtng' of the almighty ſovereign on

his labour, and on the labour of'his peo

ple, who form his family; he then, in
quality oſnſovereign pontifl? of the ..em-.

pite, ſacrifices a bullock, which he oſ- '

fers up to heaven, as the origin of all

happineſs: whilst' they cut the victim'in

pieces, and place them on the altar, they

bring to the emperor a. plough, in which

are yoked a' pair of bulloelts, ſimagnifi

cently adornedr. The emperor then.

laying afide'his royal robes, takes. hold

of the handle of the plough, and turns

\ up ſeveral fnrtows the whole lengthof

the field; then, with a complaiſantd air,

an.
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ha'ving delivered the plough to'thesmanq

darins, theyzſuceeflively follow his ex-.

ample, emulating one another: in per

forming this honourable labour with

the greatest'dexterity. The ceremony

eudswith diflributing money, and pieces

of stuff, among the labourers'there pre-.

ſent; . the most active of whom finiſh the

remaining labour, before the emperor,

with great nimbleneſs and addreſs..

SOME time after, when they have'

ſufficiently laboured and manured their

i'andsh theemperor repai'rs again, in pro

ceffion, and begins the ſowing of the:

fields, always accompanied with ceremo

ny, and attended bz' the labourers ofthe

Provinces

THE ſame ceremonies are perform

ed, on the ſame days, in all the provin
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ces of'' tho empire,.hy the viceroys, all

listed by all the magistrates of their de

partments, in preſence of a'large num-

ber of the labourets of their: reſpective.

Provinces. 1 have ſeen this opening ofA

the grounds at Canton, and never re

member to haveobſerved any' of the ce

remonies invented by men, with half

the delight and content with whichI bee

'held this.

THE ENLCOURAGEMEN'TIOF A'GRTB

CULTURE.

THE Chineſe agriculture haslikew

wiſeother encouragements. Every year

the viceroys of the Provinces ſend' the

names of ſuch labourers as have par

ticularly distinguiſhed themſelves in

their employments, either by cultivating
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grounds, which had till that time been

looked upon'as barren, or, by a ſnperi

or culture, improving the production oE'

ſuch lands as formerly had bore grain, to

court. Theſe namesare preſented t0\.

the emperor, who confers on them ho

nourable titles, todiflinguiſh them above.

theirfellow-labourers. If any than has

made an' uſeful diſcover'y, which may in-.

fluenceJhe improvement'of agriculture,

or ſhould he, in any' manner, deſerve

t moredistin'guiſhed marksoſ reſpect than

the rest, the emperor invites him to Pe

kin, defraying his journey, with digni

. ty, at the expence of the empire; he re- 1

ceives him into his palace, questions him

with reſpect to his abilities, his age, how '

many children he has, the extent and

quality of his zla'nds; then diſmifl'es him

to his plougb, distinguiſhed by honoura
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ry titles, and cloaded with benefice) and.

'"

favours.

GENTLEMEN', whether is' th'e' king£

who behaves in this mannerzor tho'peas' '

ple who'are thusgoverned: the most'hap- '

py? Amongſt a'peoplewhere'zher'e. is.

no inequality, where every: one'aſpire,...

after distinctions,' ſuch encouragements .

cannot fail 'to inſpire a'love for labour,

'and an emulationſor thercultivationzofi: '

the'landal,

Tffl 1.;' cJ.tl Nnsrn; G ov''.E1tzNMF_NT,'.s'

ILTTENTIOÞLTO AG;1tt'cU,L:ru.RE.'. "

Mos'r part of' theattention': of'*' the'

Chineſe'government is 'directed towards

agriculture.' The chiefi object of. the

father of a family ought to be,theſub-'
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ſistence of his children. The state of)

the fields. inwconſequence, forms the

great,object of the toils, the cares, and;

the ſolicitudes of the magistrates. It

'may eaſily be imagined, that, with ſuch.

diſpofitions, the goverhment has not ne

glected to ſecure to the labourers that

liberty, property, and indulgence which.

are the great ſprings for the improve

ment of agriculture.

THE Chineſe'quietly enjoy their prliſi3

vate pofl'eflions, as well as thoſe which', .

by their nature, cannot bedivided, but.

belong to all, ſuch as the ſea, the rivers, .

the canals, the fiſh'which, they.containr

and the beasts of the forest :-navigation,, ,

fiſhing, and the chace, are' free to all ;_

and'he who purchaſes a field, or receives: . ſſ

it by. inheritance from hisaneestors, is,

conſequently. the lordand master ofin.

.. _..._\.'\ '\_\,'..w U..\_. '\'._. *'\. . \ =..._



112. THE TttA'vezisa

 

THE lands are'as free as the people;

no feudal ſetvioes, and no fines of alie-

nation; none of thoſe m,eninte'reſied in

the misfortunes of the public; none otF'

thoſe ſarmers who never 'amaſs more ex

orbitant fortunes, than when 'an unfa

'ourable ſeaſon has destroyed'the coun

' try, and' reduced the poor labourer to'

die for hunger, after having laboured

the whole year toymaimainhis'felbw

fubjects; none of that destructive pro

kffion, brought 'forth'in the delirium of

the 'feudal ſystem, under whoſe auſpices '

thouſands. o£Iproceffes ariſe: which drng

the labourer from his plough into the

dark and perilous mazes ofchicane, and

thereby rob him, while protecting his

rights, of that time which would have

been uſefully employed in the general:

ſervice of the human race.
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THE IM'POSTS ESTABLISLHED IN

CHINA INV'ARI'ABLE.

THERE are no other lord, no other

. Superior in China, who has power to le

vy taxes, but' the emperor, who is the

'common fat'her ofthe family. Theban

'2es, who are prieſis of the ſe'ct, of Fo-hi,.

accustomed to receive alms from a cha

rita'ble nation, would be very poorly re

' ceived, ſhouldthey pretend that this alms.

is a right which has been be'stowed upon'

a

THE IMP'O'ST NAMED THE TENT'Hſi

THIs impost, which is not exactly the

tenth part of the produce, is regulated

according to the nature of the lands: in
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poor ſoils it is perhapsonly: the (hit-

tietlr part, and ſo. in'proportion.- This

impost, however, of the tenth part of>

* the produce of the ground, which'be

longs tame'emperor, isthe only taxon=I

thelands, the,only tribute knowninChi- .

m fince thdſoundation of the. empire;

and. ſuch is the'happy reſpect which the;

Chineſeghaveſowtbeir old. customs, that:

an emperor of 'Chinawould'never in ther.

least think ofenlarging.init, not his ſub

jects have'the leastfear ot'ſuch augmentae. '

tion. Thepeople pay it, not to avar.i-

eious farmers-generals, but tohonestinaegistrates, theirproper and, natural go-.

vernors. The amount of this tribute,

though' ſeemingly ſmall, must be very

large, when we'confider that it is l'evieds''

on every foot. of=ground of ' the largest'

and best cultivatedkingdom in thernni-e

verſe. This tax is paid with thelgreatz
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est'sfidelity, 'as they know to What uſes

it' is applied. They know; that part

of -it is laid up in large magazines,

distributed over all the provincos of the

kingdom, and allotted for the ſupport of

the magistratesand ſoldieryg' they know,

What when there is a ſcarcity, theſe man

gazines are free Ato all, and the necefll

ties of the people ſupplied with part of

'that which was 'received fromlthem in\

plentiful times; they.know too, 'that the

remainder'of this impost'isſold in the.

zpublic markets, and the produce .of,it

carefully carried to'thetreaſury' of the

kingdom, thecustody of which isintrust

redto'the reſpectable'tribunal of Ho-pou,

'from Whence it never is iſſued but'to

ſupply the family's general neccffities. e
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'True AGR'ICUL'TURE OF A'Fxtca

AND A'SI*A COMPAIZED WITH

TH'AT 01: CHINA.

Rnmnatnnrt, gentlemen, what I have'

told' you of the'laws, the customs, and'

the manners, of the various 'nationsof

Africa and Afia, the flate of whoſe a.

gric'ulture I haveſearched into; com.

zpare nation with nation, and then judge, '

if the unhappy Malabar, without pro

perty, ſubjected to the tyrannical go

vernmentoſthe Moguls; judge if' a race

Joſ 'flaves, underthe cruel ſcepter ofthe

deſpote offSiam; judge if the Malais,

ever turbuile'nt, and fettered bytheir feu

dal laws;Ijudge,l ſay, if theſekiugdoma,

though if they were in poſſeſſton of the

best lauds'in the univerſe, can poſſibly

ever make agriculture to Jflouriſh like
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ithe Chineſe, ruled as a family, and wſub

jected ſolely,to the laws of reaſon. I

ſhall again therefore confidently ſay,

that, in every country in the world, the

fate of agrienltnre depends ſolely on the

laws-there establiſhed, on the customs

of the people, and even on the prej'u- .

dices which derive their origin from

thoſe laws.

WHAT pains have man'kind taken,''from

'one end of the world to the other, to

make themſelves miſerable! Created to

live in ſociety, to cultivate the ground,

and enjoy fromtheir labour the infinite

bleflings of the almighty, they had only

tolisten to nature'svoice, who would have

taught them happinels below: instead of

which, they have strained their faculties

in inventing barbarous institutions, and

perplexing laws, which being badly a
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dapted to the ſeelings of men, and diſ-t ''

cordant with that law which isimprint

ed on every man's heart, theirestabliſh

ment.could only be effected-by forceko-z

verflowing the world With'blood; and

which, once establiſhed, haveeontinued

to lay waste the earth, checking populik.

tion, by'opprefling agricultune.

T'Hn STATE or AGRICULTUM

JN EUROPE.

I

'WHATan extenfive object has an atten

-tive trayeller, to remark the state of a

griculture amongst the different nations

of theworld! Jn Europe behold it'at,

 

preſent floutiſhing, in a country which, .

during man [preceding ages, was oblig-f

ed to beg ſubfiſlence aniongst the neigh.

bouring kingdoms, who poſſeſſed a hap

N 44', _
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Yier climate, and a greater extent of ter

ritory. During thoſe times of barbari

ty,}their loſs of liberty and right of'

property brought along with them the

,destruction of cultivation; nor has ſhe

recovered thoſe natural rights of man

kind, and eſlabliſhed again the ſounda

tions of drooping agriculture, but

through rivers of blood, and outrages

which would ſhock humanity to be

_hold.

\

IN AF'RICA.

THE most part of Africa, whoſe

regions the ancients knew, which were

looked upon as the granaries of the u

niverſe, now preſent nothing to the

view but lands either quite deſolated,

or miſerably cultivated by flaves.

' I
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SOUTH America, full. of marlhes,

,hrambles, and'woods, beholds her ex.

tenfive tracks hardened even by the

ſweat of her labou'rers in chains. The

northern regions of that quarter of the

globe are inhabited by inconſiderable

tribes of negroes, wretched, and with

out culture; yet free, and, in conſe

quence, leſs miſerable perhaps than thoſe

kingdoms who pretend to be civilized;

'but who, being farther removed from

the laws of nature, by the privation of

thoſe''rights which ſhe bestows, make

efforts in vain to procure that happi
i neſs, which is only to be obtained by a

good agriculture.
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Tun extenfive continent ofAfia offe'rs

to your conſideration, in one quarter,

an immenſe uncnlti'ared region, inha

hired by a band of' robbers, more in

tent on plunder than the cnltivationof

their lands; in another, a large king

dom, whichonce flourilhed, and 'was ex-

cellently laboured, but now is peopled

by the unhappy remains ofa wretched

people, dying of hunger from the ne

glect of. agricnlture, and ſpilling their

blood, not for liberty, but for a change

oftyrants. This delightſul ſertile quaro

ter of the univerſe now behold's her

lands enflaved, her labourers in chains,

ſubjected either to the blind deſpotiſm

I 2
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of cruel tyrants, or the destructive yoke

of the feudal ſystem. '

BUT look towards the eaſiern part

of the Afiatic continent, which is inha

bited by the Chineſe, and there you

will perceive a delightſul proſpect of

the happineſs all the human race might

enjoy,. were the laws of this kingdom

the model of thoſe of other nations;

This immenſe domain unites under the

ſhade of agriculture, establiſhed on li

berty and reaſon, all the advantages'

poſſeſi'ed by any people, poliſhed' or bar

barous. The blefiing pronounced on'

man, when he was created, ſeems not to

' have had its full effect, but in favour

of this people, who have encreaſed as

the ſand on the ſea ſhore.

Kmos, who govern kingdoms l ar
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'

biters of their fate! view this well; it

is worthy your attention. Ifyou.would

have plenty to reign in your dominions,

if you would favour population, and

make your people blefl'ed; obſervethoſe

multitudesout of number which cover

the territories of China, who leave not

the least piece of ground uncultivated;
i it isliberty, it is their unmolested right.

of property that has establiſhed a culti

vation to flonriſhing, under the auſpices

of which this people have increaſed as

the corn with'which their lands are la

\ den

Am; you ambitious of being the moſt

potent, the wealthiest, and the happiefl:

of princes, look towards Pekin, and

obſerve the greatest of men. placed

on the throne of reafian: he commands

not, but instructs; his words are not

' ſiwMv'''-NXM '\___,.,.u*''._MM
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decrees, but the maxims of justice and

wi'ſdom; his people obey him, becauſe

equity dictates his commands.

Hn is the most puiffiut of the hu

man race, reigning over the hearts of

the largest ſociety in the univerſe, who

are his family. He is the most wealthy

of fovereigns, drawing the tenth of

thoſe plentiful crops with which an err-

tent of territory fix hundred leagues

ſquare, cultivated even.to the tops of the

mountains,are covered: he regards this.

as the riches of his children, and he

carefully preſerves it. In ſhort, he is '

the most bleſſed of kings, daily railing;

the inexpreflible delight of: making mil

lions happy, and alone enj0ying,,undi

vided, that ſatisfaction which his fubjectst

ſhare, who are all equally dear to him;
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all living like brothers, in liberty and

' .plenty, under his protection.

HE is very benevolent, and is named

TIEN, as the real and perfecteſl; like

neſs of heaven; becauſe he behaves

himſelf like a mortal, his happy children

worſhip him as a Deity.

THE END;


