‘British sup

ermarkets create

estimated 800,000 tonnes
of plastic waste each year

Guardian investigation
reveals lengths big retailers-
go to to keep figures secret

Sandra Laville and Matthew Taylor

Britain’s leading supermarkets create

more than 800,000 tonnes of plastic -

packaging waste every year, according
to an investigation by the Guard-
ian that feveals how the chains keep
details of their plastic footprint secret.

As concern grows over the scale of
unnecessary plastic waste, the Guard-
ian asked eight supermarkets how
much plastic packaging they sell to
consumers and whether they would
commit to a plastic-free aisle.

The retailers have to declare the
amount of plastic they put on the mat-
ketannuallyunder an EU directive, but

thisiskeptsecret. Tesco, Sainsbury’s,

Morrisons, Waitrose, Asdaand Lidl all
refused to disclose their figures when
asked, with most saying the data was
“commercially sensitive”.

None committed to setting up
plastic-free aisles; which the prime
minister called forlast week. Only Aldi
and the Co-operative were open about
the amount of plastic packaging they
put on the market. -

Using their data and other publicly
available market share informa-

-tion, the environmental consultancy

Eunomia estimated that leading
supermarkeéts are creating more than
800,000 tonnes of plastic waste a year,
more than half of annual UK house-
hold plastic waste of 1.5m tonnes.
The amount would cover the whole
of Greater London toadepth of 2.5cm.

The total relates to food and bever-

ageproducts. Itisan estimatebased on
analysing the combined packaging and

1.5

British households’ annual amount
of plastic packaging waste in tonnes

The percentage of its total plastic
packaging that Aldi recycledsin 2016

Amount per tonne UK supermarkets
and retailers pay towards recycling

market share of the supermarkets that
provided figures; and grossing up on
the basis of the total market share of
the leading supermarkets.

Dominic Hogg, the Eunomia chair-

.man, said: “Data reported for plastic

packaging puton the marketasa whole
is an underestimate, in our view”

Supermarkets in Britain keep their
plastic footprint secret through a con-
fidentiality agreement signed with
agenciesinvolvedin the Britishrecycl-
ing compliance scheme.

Itmeans the amount of plastic pack-
aging created by each supermarket and
the money it pays towardsrecyclingis
kept out of the public domain.

Tain Ferguson, the environment
manager at the Co-op, said Britain
should adopt the French system of
bonus-malus, where supermarkets
are taxed more for using material that
isnot easily recyclable and taxed less
for sustainable and recyclable pack-
aging. “We need this tobe much more
transparent,” he said. “There should
be a fiscal system that rewards good

recyclability and penalises poor recy-

clability. We should beable to Hm@:nmnm
it in some way in the UK.

“Idon’tknow why other supermar-
kets are not revealing their figures”

Co-op, the UK’s sixth-biggest super-
market, cut its amount of plastic
packagingby 44% from 78,492 tonnes
in 2006 to 43,495 in 2016.

Ferguson said the supermarket
had introduced changes that others

mumows investment in plasticfactories
feeds global mw&@mﬁm —::mm

theeuth

Plastic m_unmm found in _Umﬁ Sﬁmw around
the world, study reveals

Exclissiver ey ions of

" with 83% of i tobe
polluted

How the Guardian covered the issue

followed, including removing plas--
tic lining from tissue boxes, ditching
polystyrene bases from pizzas and
changing tomato punnets from plas-
tic to cardboard.

Aldi’s amount of plastic Umn_ﬁmmﬁm
increased from 37,261 tonnes in 2013
t0 64,000 in 2016. The store recycled-
3,400 tonnes of plastic in 2016, just
over 5% of the total.

A spokeswoman for Aldi said the
increase in its plastic mooﬁnnﬂ coin-
cided with a rapid expansion in the
UK, from 516 to 700 stores.

Iceland said it would eliminate Emm-
ticpackaging on own-brand products
within five years. i

The former Asda chief executive
Andy Clarke recently said supermar-
kets should not use any plastics for
packaging. “Itis vital that the UK pack-
agingindustry and supermarketswork -
together to turn off the tap,” he said.

Supermarkets in Britain pay less
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