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Robot dog can open
doors -andit’s
also quite polite

Alex Hern

Eight years after it was first revealed,
the uncanny gait of Boston Dynamics’
quadrupedal robotsisstill unsettling.
Butanewvideoshowsthe company’s
top robot, the SpotMini, crossing a
new threshold - literally - as it dem-
onstrates that it can open doors.

The video depicts a SpotMini,
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A The SpotMini
robot is able to
turn the handle
to opena door
with its ‘fifth
limb’ before
propping it ajar
with its front leg

PHOTOGRAPHS:
BOSTON DYNAMICS

~four-legged yellow machines that |

stand about a metre high, flummoxed
byaclosed door, beforeasecond robot
ofthe same type, equipped withafifth
limb extending from its back, arrives
to save the day. The second bot turns
the handle, pulls the door open, and
holds it for the first to walk through,
before it follows.

Theactions may sound prosaic, but

small touches betray the complexity
of the programming. After the second
SpotMini pulls the door slightly ajar,
it hooks one foot behind it, holding it
open while it moves aside to provide
more room to swing it the whole way.

SpotMini is a miniaturised version
of a robot called BigDog, that Boston

Dynamics designed for the US army.
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