Lingua Inglese 1 SID Essay writing: Language for 
Attributing points of view and ideas to others

There are a number of ‘speech’ verbs which describe only the act of speaking, and can be used to report speech directly and indirectly. The most common are to say and to tell:

A government spokesman told journalists that there was no cause for alarm

A government spokesman said [that] there was no cause for alarm

1) Say and tell. These verbs are used differently also in collocations. Which form of say or tell is used in the following collocations:

a) This is a sensible proposal. There’s a lot to be ……said….. for it.

b) The trouble with the Prime Minister is, that she can’t …………………………… the difference between a law and an interpretation.

c) Most people, …………………………….. 85%, are against the new legislation.

d) I wish they would just …………………………….. yes or no.

e) A great deal of the time, he’s not ………………………………… the truth, but people don’t seem to realise that he’s ………………………………….. lies.

f) In a democratic society, you can ………………………………….. what you think.

g) It’s the job of parents, to ………………………………….. their children what to do.

h) I ………………………………………. them to apologize for what they did.  

i) What newspapers do, is ………………………………. stories. 

j) Nowadays, US presidents hire humour consultants, to teach them how to …………………………………… jokes during their speeches.

k) They dropped by last week, to ……………………………………….. hello / goodbye.

2) For reporting questions, not statements, the main verb is to ask. Note the change in word order with reported questions (and often, but not necessarily, the change in tense from present to past): 
‘What’s your opinion on the matter?’  The interviewer asked him

(  The interviewer asked him what his opinion on the matter was.
And the abolition of the auxiliary verb ‘do’:

‘What do you think about it?’ The journalist asked her.

( The journalist asked her what she thought about it.
3) Many other verbs can be used used for reporting speech. Some may be neutral e.g.

to affirm, to state, to announce, to suggest, to describe, to point out, to clarify
 or may have a ‘behavioural’ dimension, in that they also connote behaviour, and may suggest emotionality:

to shout     to scream     to whisper     to stammer     to mutter     to gabble    to blather   to threaten     

to urge     to vow     to plead     to moan     to fuss

4) Sort out these ‘speech’ verbs into two groups: neutral and ‘behavioural’, i.e. having some connotation (there may be some ambiguous cases!):

to insist     to remark     to observe    to boast    to murmur    to point out    to enquire    to reply   

to continue     to muse     to sob    to denounce     to hold     to postulate    to complain      to maintain     to express the view / opinion that …     to comment     to warn     to offer     to apologise     to deny     

to agree / to disagree     to admit     to recommend     to allege

	neutral  (11)
	behavioural / connotative  (15)

	To remark
	To boast 



5) Many verbs can only be used to report speech indirectly, e.g.:

to persuade     to forbid     to undertake     to encourage     to recommend

*‘Come to the meeting’ he persuaded them  He persuaded them to come to the meeting

*‘I’ll come to the meeting’ he undertook    He undertook to come to the meeting

And some verbs can only be used to quote speech (directly). The type of speech act in this case is likely to be a command, offer, suggestion etc. Here, it is a command:
‘All demonstrators move against the wall!’ blared the police from their megaphones

* The police blared from their megaphones that all demonstrators should move against the wall 

6) Tenor.  In a formal environment, e.g. in an essay, verbs such as these are preferable for attributing points of view: 

to acknowledge     to add     to affirm     to agree     to argue   to assert      to assume     to challenge     to claim     to clarify     to comment     to consider     to contend     to contradict     to demonstrate     to deny     to describe     to determine     to disagree     to discern     to discuss     to dispute     to emphasise     to enumerate     to explain     to imply     to infer     to maintain     to point out     to postulate     to query     to question     to recommend     to refute     to reject      to remark     to report     to repudiate     to say     to state     to suggest     to stipulate     to view

7) In an essay that considers something from different perspectives, you will need to refer to other points of view. You can do this generally, e.g.

Some say that ..

It is the opinion / view / position of many that ….

Some commentators / observers / critics / theorists hold that …

It is often observed / said / stated / pointed out that …

Or you can refer specifically to your source:

The UN report shows / reveals / recommends that ..

President Obama has remarked / stated that

The World Bank has questioned the wisdom of such policies ..

8) Sometimes you may want to refer to what a TEXT does or says, paraphrasing or summarising its contents. Here are some useful verbs and expressions when summarising descriptively the contents of a text (e.g. a newspaper article, a report, a declaration, a press statement):
Saying what it’s about:

to touch on     to describe     to outline   to give an overview of    to focus on    to deal with

to be concerned with     to provide / give  an account of      to be about    to give details of ..  to explain

to document   to summarise.    to specify   to list   to introduce   to conclude   to develop

Saying what it does:

to urge     to call on    to call for    to propose   to suggest     to recommend     to appeal to X for

For examples of how reporting expressions are USED, use google search. For example, I typed in ‘The UN urges ..’ and got this link to an article in the Daily Telegraph:
The United Nations urged "urgent and effective measures" to protect Syria's people from "ruthless repression", disclosing that 307 children have died in the country's turmoil.
                                                                            The UN                 measures to protect
→ Subject + urge + noun + infinitive verb
You can use the examples that come up on a google search as models to generate other expressions of your own, e.g. I can use the above to create:

The European Union has repeatedly urged Iran to desist from its nuclear programme
Attributing points of view to non-specific sources

Often in essays on topics for which you have no specific preparation (so authoritative sources) it is useful to be able to refer to unspecified sources, e.g.

	Some

Some people

(Some) supporters

proponents

those in favour

sceptics

critics

opposers

opponents
	believe

hold

say

consider

maintain

etc
	that …


	It is


	sometimes

often

widely
	argued that

held that
maintained that

	The argument

The view

The position
	that  …
	is widely supported / criticized for ..

enjoys little / much support

has a wide consensus / is generally supported


Sources:  Halliday (1994: 250-273) An Introduction to Functional Grammar; Market Leader Grammar for Business 4-5; Thomas (1989:68) Advanced Vocabulary and Idiom; Wellmann (1992: 56) The Heinemann English Word Builder; Jordan (1999: 87) Academic Writing Course 

