


( Z1^ )

CHAP. VIII.

From Macao to Cape Efpiritu Santo : The taking of

the Manila galeon, and returning back again.

TH E Commodore was now got to fea, with his fliip very well

refitted, his ftores replenifhed, and an additional flock of

provifions on board : His crew too was fomewhat reinforced

;

for he had entered twenty-three men during his flay at Macao, the

greateft part of which were Lafcars or Indian failors, and fome

few Dutch. He gave out at Macao, that he was bound to Bata-

via, and thence to England ; and though the wefterly monfoon was

now fet in, when that paflage is confidered as impradlicable, yet, by

the confidence he had exprefled in the flrength of his (hip, and the

dexterity of his people, he had perfuaded not only his own crew

but the people at Macao likewife, that he propofed to try this unu-

fual experiment ; fo that there were many letters put on board him

by the inhabitants of Canton and Macao for their friends at Ba-

iavia.

But his real defign was of a very different nature : For he knew,

that inftead of one annual fliip from Acapulco to Manila, there

would be this year, in all probability, two; fince, by being before

Acapidco, he had prevented one of them from putting to fea the

preceding feafon. He therefore refolved to cruife for thefe returning

vefTels off Cape Efpiritu Santo, on the Ifland of Samal, which is

the firfl land they always, make in the Philippine Iflands, And as

June is generally the month in which they arrive there, he doubt-

ed not but he fliould get to his intended flation time enough to in-

tercept them. It is true, they were find to be flout veffels, mount-

ing forty-four guns apiece, and carrying above five hundred hands,

and mi"ht be expeded to return in company ; and he himfelf had

but
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but two hundred and twcnty-feven hands on board, of which near

thirty were boys : But this difproportion of ftrength did not deter

him, as he knew his ftiip to be much better fitted for a fea-engage-

ment than theirs, and as he had reafon to expedt that his men would

exert themfelves in the moft extraordinary manner, when they had

in view the imraenfe wealth of thele Matiila galeons.

This projedl the Commodore had refolved on in his own
thoughts, ever fince his leaving the coaft of Mexico. And the

greateft mortification which he received, from the various delays he

had met with in Chi?m, was his apprehenfion, left he might be

thereby fo long retarded as to let the galeons efcape him. Indeed,

at Macao it was incumbent on him to keep thefe views extremely

fecret ; for there being a great intercourfe and a mutual connexion

of interefts between that port and Manila, he had reafon to fear,

that, if his defigns were difcovered, intelligence would be immedi-

ately fent to Manila, and meafures would be taken to prevent the

galeons from falling into his hands r But being now at fea, and en-

tirely clear of the coaft, he fummoned all his people on the quar-

ter-deck, and informed them of his refolution to cruife for the two

Manila ftiips, of whofe wealth they were not ignorant. He told

them he fliould chufe a ftation, where he could not fail of meet-

ing with them ; and though they were ftout fhips, and full man-

ned, yet, if his own people behaved with their accuftomcd fpirit,

he was certain he Ihould prove too hard for them both, and that

one of them at leaft could not fail of becoming his prize : He fur-

ther added, that many ridiculous tales had been propagated about

the ftrength of the fides of thefe fliips, and their being impenetra-

ble to cannon-fliot ; that thefe fidion^ had been principally invent-

ed to palliate the cowardice of thofef u'ho had formerly engaged

them ; but he hoped there were none of thofe prefent weak

enough to give credit to fo abfurd a ftory : For his own part, he did

afiiire them upon his word, that, whenever he met with them, he

would fight them fo near, that they ftiould find, his bullets, inftead

of being flopped by one of their fides, fliould go through them both.

B b b 2 • This
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This fpeecli of the Commodore's was received by his people with

great joy : For no fooner had he ended, than they expreffed their

approbation, according to naval cuflom, by three ilrenuous cheers,

and all declared their determination to fucceed or perilh, whenever

the opportunity prefented itfelf. And now their hopes, which fince

their departure from the coaft of Mexico, had entirely kibfided, were

again revived ; and they all perfuaded themfelves, that, notwith-

ftanding the various cafualties and difappointments they had hitherto

met with, they fliould yet be repaid the price of their fatigues, and

fliould at laft return home enriched with the fpoils of the enemy :

For firmly relying on the aflurances of the Commodore, that they

fliould certainly meet with the veflels, they were all of them too

languine to doubt a moment of maftering them ; fo that they con-

fidered themfelves as having them already in their poffefTion. And
this confidence was fo univerfally fpread through the whole fliip's

company, that, the Commodore having taken fome Chincfc fl:ie€p to

fea with him for his own provifion, and one day enquiring of his

Butcher, why, for fome time pad, he had feen no mutton at his

table, afking him if all the fheep were killed, the Butcher very

ferioufly replied, that there were indeed two (heep left, but that if

his Honour would give him leave, he propofed to keep thofe for

the entertainment of the General of the galeons.

When the Cet^tiirion left the poi t of Macao, flie flood for fome

days to the weftward ; and, on the firfl: of May, they faw part

of the Ifland of Formojh; and, {landing thence to the fouthward,

they, on the 4th of May, were in the latitude of the Bajhee I/Lmds,

as laid down by Datnpier ; but they fufpeded his account of inac-

curacy, as they found that he had been confiderably miftakcn in

the latitude of the South end of Formofa : For this reafon they

kept a good look-out, and about feven in the evening difcovered

from the maft-head five fmall Illands, which were judged 10 he the

Bajlies, and they had afterwards 3. fight oi' Bo/el Tcdago Xn;ja. By

this means they had an opportunity of correding th.e pofidon of the

Ba/Jjee IJlands, which had been hitherto laid down twenty- five

leagues
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leagues too far to the weftward : For by their obfervations, they

efteemed the middle of thefe Iflands to be in 21°: 4' North, and

to bear from Bote! Tobago Xima S. S. E. twenty leagues diftant,

that Ifland itfelf being in 21": ^j North.

After getting a fight of the Bajhee IJIands, they ftood between

the S. and S. W for Cape Efpiritu Santo ; and, the 20th of May
at noon, they firft difcovered that Cape, which about four o'clock

they brought to bear S. S. W, about eleven leagues diftant. It ap-

peared to be of a moderate height, with feveral found hummocks

on it ; and is exaftly reprefented in the annexed plate. As it was

known that there were centinels placed upon this Cape to make fig-

nals to the Acapiilco fhip, when flie firft falls in with the land, the

Commodore immediately tacked, and ordered the top- gallant fails

to be taken in, to prevent being difcovered; and, this being the

ftation in which it was refolved to cruife for the galeons , they

kept the Cape between the South and the Weft, and endeavoured to

€enfine themfelves between the latitude of 12°: 50', and i \° : 5',

the Cape itfelf lying, by their obfervations, in 1 2° : 40' North,

and in 4° of Eaft longitude from Botel Tobago Xinia.

It was the Lift of May^ by the foreign ftile, when they arrived

off this. Cape ; and, the month of 'June, by the fame ftile, being

tliat in which the Manila fliips are ufually expeded, the Centu-

rions people were now waiting each hour with the utmoft impa-

tience for the happy crifis which was to ballance the account of

all their paft calamities. As from this time there was but fmall

employment for the crew, the Commodore ordered them almoft

every day to be exercifed in the management of the great guns, and

in the ufe of their fmall arms. This had been his praftice, more
or lefs, at all convenient feafons during the whole courfe of his

voyage; and the advantages which he received from it, in his en-

gagement with the galeon, were an ample recompence for all his

care and attention. Indeed, it fiiould feem that there are few par-

ticulars of a Commander's duty of more importance than this, how
much foever it may have been fometimes overlooked or mifunder-

2
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-ftood : For it will, I fuppofe, be confefTed, that in two fhips of

war, equal in the number of their men and guns, the difprcpor-

tion of ftrength, arifing from a greater or lefs dexterity in the ufe of

their great guns and fmall arms, is what can fcarcely be ballanced

by any other circumftances whatever. For, as thefe are the wea-

pons with which they are to engage, what greater inequaUty can

there be betwixt two contending parties, than that one fide fliould

perfedly underftand the ufe of their weapons, and fhould have the

fkill to employ them in the moft effedtual manner for the annoy-

ance of their enemy, while the other fide (houid, by their awk-

ward management of them, render them rather terrible to them-

felves, than mifchievous to their antagonifts ? This feems fo plain

and natural a conclufion, that a perfon unacquainted with thefe af-

fairs would fuppofe the firft care of a Commander to be the train-

ing his people to the ufe of their arms.

But human affaire are not always conduced by the plain di-

ctates of common fenfe. There are many other principles which

influence our tranfadions : And there is one in particular, which,

though of a very erroneous complexion, is fcarcely ever excluded

from our moft ferious deliberations j I mean cuflom, or the prac-

tice of thofe who have preceded us. This is ufually a power too

mighty for reafon to grapple with ; and is the moft terrible to thofe

who oppofe it, as it has much of fupcrftition in its nature, and

purfues all thofe who queftion its authority with unrelenting vehe-

mence. However, in thefe later ages of the world, fome lucky

encroachments have been made upon its prerogative ; and it may
reafonably be hoped, that the Gentlemen of the Navy, whofe par-

ticular profeflion hath of late been confiderably improved by a

number of new inventions, v/ill of all others be the readieft to give

up thofe pradices, which have nothing to plead but prefcription,

and will not fuppofe that every branch of their bulinefs hath already

received all the perfedion of which it is capable. Indeed, it muft

be owned, that if a dexterity in the ufe of fmall arms, for in-

ftance, liath been fomelimes lefs attended to on board our fliips of

war.
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war, than might have been wiflied for, it hath been rather owing

to unfkilful methods of teaching it, than to negligence : For the

common failors, how ftrongly foever attached to their own preju-

dices, are very quick fighted in finding out the defeds of others, and

have ever fhewn a great contempt for the formalities pradifed in the

training of land troops to the ufe of their armsj but when thofe

who have undertaken to inftrudt the feamen have contented them-

felves with inculcating only what was ufeful, and that in the fini-

pleil: manner, they have conflantly found their people fufficiently

docile, and the fuccefs hath even exceeded their expedlation. Thus
on board Mr. Anfoii% fliip, where they were only taught the fliort-

efl: method of loading with cartridges, and were conftantly trained

to fire at a mark, which was ufually hung at the yard-arm, and

where fome little reward was given to the mofl expert , the

whole crew, by this management, were rendered extremely {kil-

ful, quick in loading, all of them good markfmen, and fome of

them mofl: extraordinary ones ; fo that I doubt not but, in the ufc

of fmall arms, they were more than a match for double their num-
ber, who had not been habituated to to the fame kind of exercife.

But to return

:

It was the laft of Mzy, TV. 5. as hath been already faid, when
the Centurion arrived off Cape Efpiritu Santo ; and confequen'Jy the

next day began the month in which the galeons were to be ex-

peded. The Commodore therefore made all necelTary preparations

for receiving them, having hoiftcd out his long boat, and lalbed

her along fide, that the lliip might be ready for engaging, if they

fell in with the galeons in the night. All this time too he was very

folicitous to keep at fuch a diflance from the Cape, as not to be

difcovered : But it hath been fince learnt, that, notwithftanding his

care, he was feen from the land ; and advice of him was fent to

Manila, where it was at firft difbelieved, but on reiterated intelligence

(for it feems he was feen more than once) the Merchants were

alarmed, and the Governor was applied to, who undertook (the

commerce fupplying the neceffary fums) to fit out a force confifl-

ing
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ing of two fliips of thirty-two guns, one of twenty guns, and two

Hoops of ten guns each, to attack the Centurion on her ftation :

And fome of thefe vefTels did a<3:ually weigh with tlus view

;

but the principal Hiip not being ready, and the monfoon being a-

gainft them, the Commerce and the Governor difagreed, and the en-

terprize was laid afide. This frequent difcovery of the Centurion from

the fliore was fomewhat extraordinary; for tlie pitch of the Cape

is not high, and flie ufually kept from ten to fifteen leagues diftant

;

though once indeed, by an indraught ot the tide, as was fuppofed,

they found themfelves in the morning within fcven league* of the

land.

As the month of yur.e advanced, the expectancy ai"ui impatience

of the Commod(;re's people each day encreafed. And I think no

better idea can be given of their great eagernefs on this occafion,

than by copying a few paragraphs from the journal of an officer,

who was then on board ; as it will, I prefume, be a more natural

piifture of the full attachment of their thoughts to the bufinefs of

their cruifc, than can be given by any other means. The paragraphs

I have feleded, as they occur in order of time, are as follow :

*' May 3 I , Exercifing our men at their quarters, in great expeda-

" tion of meeting with the galeons very foon ; this being the

** eleventh of June their ftile."

" June 3, Keeping ift our ftations, and looking out for the

" galeons."

" Jutie 5, Begin now to be in great expedation, this being the

" middle of June their ftile."

" June 1 1, Begin to grow impatient at not feeing the galeons."

" June 13, The wind having blown frefh eafterly for the forty-

" eight hours paft, gives us great expedtations of feeing the galeons

" foon."

" Jtme 15, Cruifing on and off, and looking out ftri<flly."

" June 19, This being the laft day of June^ N. S. the ga-

«' Icons, if they arrive at all, mufl appear foon."

From
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Trom thefe famples it is fufficiently evident, how coinpleatly the

treafure of the galeons had engrolTed their imagination, and how
anxioufly they paffed the latter part of their cruife, when the certainty

of the arrival of thefe velfels was dwindled down to probability

only, and that probability became each hour more and more doubt-

ful. However, on the 20th of 'June^ O. S. being juft a month

from their arrival on their ftation, they were relieved from this ftate

of uncertainty ; when, at fun-rife, they difcovered a fail from the

maft-head, in the S. E. quarter. On this, a general joy fpread

through the whole {hip ; for they had no doubt but this was one

of the galeons, and they expeded foon to fee the other. The
Commodore inftantly flood towards her, and at half an hour after

feven they were near enough to fee her from the Centurion's deck

;

at which time the galeon fired a gun, and took, in her top-gallant

fails, which was fuppofed to be a fignal to her contort, to haflen

her up i
and therefore the Centurion fired a gun to leeward, to

amufe her. The Commodore was lurprized to find, that in all

this time the galeon did not change her courfe, but continued to

bear down upon him ; for he hardly believed, what afterwards ap-

peared to be the cafe, that flie knew his fliip to be the Centuriofiy

and refolved to fight him.

About noon the Commodore was little more than a league di-

(lant from the galeon, and could fetch her wake, fo that flie could

not now efcape ; and, no fecond fliip appearing, it was concluded

that fhe had been feparated from her confort. Soon after, the ga-

leon haled up her fore-fail, and brought too under top-fails, with her

head to the northward, hoifting Spanijh colours, and having the

ftandard of Spain flying at the top- gallant maft-head. Mr. An/on,

in the mean time, had prepared all things for an engagement on

board the Centurion, and had taken all pofiible care, both for the

mofl effedual exertion of his fmall ftrcngth, and for the avoiding

the confufion and tumult, too frequent in a<5lions of this kind.

He picked out about thirty of his choiceft hands and beft markf-

men, whom he diflributed into his tops, and who fully anfwered

C c c his
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his expedution, by the fignal fervices they performed. As he had

not hands enough remaining to quarter a fufficient number to each

great gun, in the cuftomary manner, he therefore, on his lower

tire, fixed only two men to each gun, who were to be folely em-
ployed in loading it, whillT: the red of his people were divided into

different gangs of ten or twelve men fach, which were conflantly

moving about the decks, to run out and fire fuch guns as were

loaded. By this management he was enabled to make ufe of all

his guns ; and inftead of firing broad-fides with intervals between

them, he kept up a conflant fire without intermiffion, whence he

doubted not to procure very fignal advantages ; for it is common
with the Spaniards to fall down upon the decks when they fee a

broadfide preparing, and to continue in that pofiure till it is given ;

after which they rife again, and, prefuming the danger to be for

fome time over, work their guns and fire with great brifknefs,

till another broad-fide is ready : But the firing gun by gun, in

the manner directed by the Commodore, rendered this practice of

theirs impoffible.

The Centurion being thus prepared, and nearing the galeon a-

pace, there happened, a little after noon, feveral fqualls of wind

and rain, which often obfcured the galeon from their fight ; but

whenever it cleared up, they obferved her refolutely lying to ; and,

towards one o'clock, the Cejitiirion hoifi:ed her broad pendant and

colours, flie being then within gun-fhot of the enemy. And the

Commodore obferving the Spaniards to have negledled clearing their

fliip till that time, as he then fa\v them throwing over-board cattle

and lumber, he gave orders to fire upon them with the chace-guns,

to embarafs them in their work, and prevent them from compleat-

ing it, though his general diredions had been not to engage till

they were within piftol fiiot. The galeon returned the fire with

two of her ftern-chace ; and, the Centurion getting her fprit-fail-

yard fore and aft, that if necefifary {he might be ready for board-

ing, the Spaniards in a bravado rigged their fprit-fail-yard fore and

aft likewife. Soon after, the Centurion came abreaft of the enemy

4 within
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within piftol-fliot, keeping to the leeward with a view of prevent-

ing them from putting befure the wind, and gaining the port

of Jalapay, from which they were about it\tn leagues diftant.

And now the engagement began in earneft, and, for the firfl: half

hour, Mr. ylnfon over-reached the galeon, and lay on her bow
;

where, by the great widened of his ports he could traverfe almoft

all his guns upon the enemy, whilft the galeon could only bring a

part of hers to bear. Immediately, on the commencement of the

adtion, the mats, with which the galeon had Huffed her netting,

took fire, and burnt violendy, blazing up half as high as the mi-
zen-top. This accident (fuppofed to be caufed by the Centurions

wads) threw the enemy into great confufion, and at the fame time

alarmed the Commodore, for he feared leaft the galeon fliould be

burnt, and leafl: he himfelf too might fuffer by her driving on board

him : But the Spaniardi at laft freed themfelves from the fire, by

cutting away the netdng, and tumbling the whole mafs which
was in flames into the fea. But flill the Centurion kept her firft

advantageous pofition, firing her cannon with great regularity and

brifknefs, whilft at the fame time the galeon's decks lay open to her

topmen, who, having at their firft volley driven the Spaniards from

their tops, made prodigious havock with their fmall arms, killing or

wounding every officer but one that ever appeared on the quarter-

deck, and wounding in particular the General of the galeon him-

felf. And though the Centurion, after the firft half hour, loft her

original fituation, and was clofe along-fide the galeon, and the ene-

my continued to fire brifkly for n^ar an hour longer, yet at laft the

Commodore's grape-fliot fwept their decks fo eff*eaually, and the

number of their (lain and wounded was fo confiderable, that they

began to fall into great diforder, efpecially as the General, who was

the life of the adion, was no longer capable of exerting himfelf.

Their embarafment was vifible from on board the Commodore.

For the fliips were fo near, that fome of the Spanip officers were

feen running about with great affiduity, to prevent the defertion of

their men from their quarters : But all their endeavours were in

C c c 2 vain -.
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vain J
for after having, as a laft effort, fired five or fix guns with

more judgment than ufual, they gave up the conteft ; and, the ga-

leon's colours being finged off the enfign ftaff in the beginning of

the engagement, flie ffruck the ftandard at her main-top-gallant

maft-head, the perfon, who was employed to do it, having been:

in imminent peril of being killed, had not the Commodore, who per-

ceived what he was about, given exprefs orders to his people to de-

fid from firing.

Thus was the Centurion poffeffed of this rich prize, amounting

in value to near a million and half of dollars. She was called the

Nojlra Signora de Cabadonga^ and was commanded by the General

Don Jeronimo de Montero, a Portuguefe by birth, and the moft ap-

proved officer for fkill and courage of any employed in that fervice.

The galeon was much larger than the Centurion, had five hundred and

fifty men and thirty-fix guns mounted for aflion, befides twenty-

eight pidreroes in her gunwale, quarters and tops, each of which car-

ried a four pound ball. She was very well furniflied with fmall

arms, and was partlculary provided againfl: boarding, both by her

clofe quarters, and by a ftrong net- work of two inch rope, which

was laced over her waift, and was defended by half pikes. She

had fixty-feven killed in the aftion, and eighty-four wounded,

whilft the Centurion had only two killed, and a Lieutenant and fix-

teen wounded, all of whom but one recovered : Of fo little con-

fequence are the moft deftrudive arms in untutored and unprac-

tifed hands.

The treafure thus taken by the Centurion having been for at

leaft eighteen months the great objedl of their hopes, it is impofli-

ble to defcribe the tranfport on board, when, after all their reiterated

difappointments, they at laft faw their wiflies accompliflied. But

their joy was near being fuddcnly damped by a moft tremendous in-

cident : For no fooncr had the galeon ftruck, than one of the Lieu-

tenants coming to Mr, Anjon to congratulate him on his prize,

whifpercd him at tlie fame time, that the Caiturion was dangeroufly

on fire near the powder-room. The Commodore received this

1 dreadful
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dreadful news without any apparent emotion, and, taking care not

to alarm his people, gave the neceffary orders for extingui(hing

it, which was happily done in a fhort time, though its appearance at

firft was extremely terrible. It fcems fome cartridges had been

blown up by accident between decks, whereby a quantity of oak-

uni in the after-hatch way, near the after powder-room, was fet on

fire ; and the great fmother and fmoke of the oakum occafioned the

apprehenfion of a more extended and mifchievous fire. At the

fame inftant too, the galeon fell on board the Centurion on the iVar-

board quarter, but flie was cleared without doing or receiving any

eonfiderable damage.

The Commodore made his firft Lieutenant, Mr, Sawnarez^ Cap-

tain of this prize, appointing her a poft-fliip in his Majefty's fer-

vice. Captain SautmreZy before night, fent on board the Centurion

all the Spanijh prifoners, but fuch as were thought the moft pro-

per to be retained to aflift in navigating the galeon. And now the

Commodore learnt, from fome of thefe prifoners, that the other

Ihip, which he had kept in the port of Acapuko the preceding year,

inftead of returning in company with the prefent prize as was ex-

pedled, had fet fail from Acapuko alone much fooner than ufual

and had, in all probability, got into the port of Manila long before

the Centurion arrived off Efpiritu Santo ; fo that Mr. Anion, not-

withftanding his prefent fuccefs, had great reafon to regret his lofs

of time at Macao, which prevented him from taking two rich

prizes inftead of one.

The Commodore, when the adion was ended, refolved to make
the beft of his way with his prize for the river of Canton, being in

the mean time fully employed in fecuring his prifoners, and in re-

moving the treafure from on board the galeon into the Cetiturion.

The laft of thefe operations was too important to be poftponed •

for as the navigation to Canton was through feas but little known
and where, from the feafon of the year, much bad weather might
be expetaed,. it was of great confequcnce that the treafure fhould

be fent on board the Centurim, which fliip, by the prefenee of the

Commander
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Commander in Chief, the greater number of her hands, and her

other advantages, was doubtlefs much fafer againrt all the cafualties

of winds and feas than the galecn : And ihe fecuring the pri-

foners was a matter of ftill more confequence, as not only the pof-

fefllon of the treafure, but the lives of the captors depended there-

on. This was indeed an article wl)ich gave the Commodore much
trouble and difqnietude ; for they were above double tiie number of

his own people ; and fome of them, when they were brought on

board the Ccnturioii, and had obferved hov/ flenderly ihe was man-

ned, and the large proportion which the ftriplings bore to the reft,

could not help exprefllng themfelves with great indignation to be

thus beaten by a handful of boys. The method, which was taken

to hinder them from rifing, was by placing all but the officers and

the wounded in the hold, where, to give them as much air as pof-

lible, two hatchways were left open j but then (to avoid all dan-

ger, whilft the Centurion % people fliould be employed upon the

deck) there was a fquare partition of thick planks, made in the

iliape of a funnel, which enclofed each hatch-way on the lower

deck, and reached to that directly over it on the upper deck ; thefe

funnels ferved to communicate the air to the hold better than could

have been done without them ; and, at the fame time, added

greatly to the fecurity of the fliip ; for they being feven or eight

feet high, it would have been extremely difficult for the Spaniards

to have clambered up ; and ftill to augment that difficulty, four

fwivel guns loaded with mufquet-bullets were planted at the mouth

of each funnel, and a centinel with lighted match conftantly at-

tended, prepared to fire into the hold amongft them, in cafe of

any difturbance. Their officers, which amounted to feventeen or

eighteen, were all lodged in the firft Lieutenant's cabbin, under a

conftant guard of fix men ; and the General, as he was wounded,

lay in the Commodore's cabbin with a centinel always with him j

and they were all informed, that any violence or difturbance would

be punifhed with inftant death. And that the Centurion's people

might be at all times prepared, if, notwithftanding thefe regula-

tions,
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tions, any tumult fhould arife, the fmall arms were conftantly kept

loaded in a proper place, whilft all the men went armed with cut-

laffes and piftols ; and no officer ever pulled off liis cloaths, and

when he flept had always his arms lying ready by him.

Thefe meafures were obvioufly neceffary, confidering the ha-

zards to which the Commodore and his people would have been

expofed, had they been lefs careful. Indeed, the fufFerings of the

poor prifoners, though impoflible to be alleviated, were much to be

commiferated j for the weather was extremely hot, the ftenchof the

hold loathfome beyond all conception, and their allowance of water

but jufl: fufficient to keep them alive, it not being pradticable to

fpare them more than at the rate of a pint a day for each, the

crew themfelves having only an allowance of a pint and an half.

All this confidered, it was wonderful that not a man of them died

during their long confinement, except three of the wounded,

who died the fame night they were taken ; though it mufl be con-

feffed, that the greateft part of them were flrangely metamorphifed

by the heat of the hold ; for when they were firft taken, they were

fightly robufl fellows ; but when, after above a month's imprifon-

ment, they were difcharged in the river of Canton, they were re-

duced to mere fkeletons ; and their air and looks correfponded

much more to the conception formed of ghofts and fpe<flres, than

to the figure and appearance of real men.

Thus employed in fecuring the treafure and the prifoners, the

Commodore, as hath been faid, flood for the river of Canton ; and,

on the 30th of June, at fix in the evening, got fight of Cape De-

langano, which then bore Wefl ten leagues diflant j and, the next

day, he made the Bajl:ee IJlaiids, and the wind, being fo far to the

northward, that it was difficult to weather them, it was refolved to

fland through between Grafton and Monmouth JJlands, where the

pafiTage feemed to be clear ; but in getting through, the fea had a

very dangerous afped:, for it ripled and foamed, as if it had been

full of breakers, which was ftill more terrible, as it was then

night. But the fhips got through very fafe, (the prize always keep-

ing
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ing a head) and It was found that the appearance which had alarm-

ed them had been occafioned only by a ftrong tide. I mufl

here obferve, that though the Bajl:ee IJlands are ufually reckoned to

be no more than five, yet there are many more lying about them to

the weftward, which, as the channels amongft them are not at all

known, makes it advifeable for fliips, rather to pafs to the north-

ward or fouthward, than through them ; and indeed the Commo-
dore propofed to have gone to the northward, between them and

Forifjofa, had it been poffible for him to have weathered them.

From hence the Caiturion fleering the proper courfe for the river

of Canton, flie, on the 8th of y^ly, difcovered the Ifland of Su-

pata, the weflermoft of the Lema Iflands, being the double peaked

rock, particularly delineated in the view of the Iflands of Letna,

formerly inferted. This Ifland of Stipata they made to be a hun-

dred and thirty-nine leagues diftant from Grnftcn'i Ifland, and to

bear from it North 82° 37 Weft: And, on the i ith, having taken

on board two Chinefe Pilots, one for the Centurion, and the other

for the prize, they came to an anchor off the city of Macao.

By this time the particulars of the cargoe of the galeon were well

afcertained, and it was found that flie had on board 1,3 13,843 pieces

of eight, and 35,682 ox. of virgin filver, befides fome cochineal,

and a few other commodities, which, however, were but of fmall

account, in comparifon of the fpecie. And this being the Com-
modore's laft prize, it hence appears, that all the treafure taken by

the Centurion was ix)t much fliort of 400,000 /. independent of the

ihips and merchandife, which flie either burnt or deftroyed, and

which, by the moft reafonable eftimation, could not amount to fo

little as 600,000 1. more ; fo that the whole lofs of the enemy, by

our fquadron, did doubtlefs exceed a million fterling. To which,

if there be added the great expence of the Court of Spain, in fit-

ting out Pizarro, and in paying the additional charges in America,

incurred on our account, together with the lois of their men of

war, the total of all thefe articles will be a moft exorbitant fum,

and is the ftrongcft convidlion of the utility of this expedition^ which,

with
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with all its numerous difadvantages, did yet prove fo extremely pre-

judicial to the enemy. I (hall only add, that there were taken en

board the galeon feveral draughts and journals, from fome of which

many of the particulars recited in the loth chapter of the fecond

book are collected. Among the reft there was found a chart of all

the Ocean, between the Philippines and the coaft of Mexico^ which

was what was made ufe of by the galeon in her own navigation.

A copy of this draught, corrected in fome places by our own obfer-

vation, is here annexed, together with the route of the galeon

traced thereon from her own journals, and likewife the route of

the Centurion, from Acapulco through the fame Ocean. This is

tlie chart formerly referred to, in the account of the Manila trade :

And to render it flill more coropleat, the obferved variation of the

needle is annexed to feveral parts both of the Spanip and Englijb

track j which addition is of the greateft confequence, as no obfer-

vations of this kind in the northern parts of the Pacific Ocean have

yet to my knowledge been publiflied, and as the quantity of the

variation fo nearly correfponds to what Dr. Halley predided from

his Theory above £fty years ago. And wit]:i this digreffion I fhall

end this chapter, leaving the Centurion with her prize, at anchor

off Macao, preparing to enter the river of Canton^

D d d CHAP.
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C H A R "ix.

TianfadHons in the river of Catitoju

T HE Commodore, having taken Pilots on board, proceeded

with his prize for the river of Canton-, and, on the 14th

of j^7//y, came to tin anchor fliort of the Bocca Tigris,

which is a narrow paffage forming the mouth of that river : This

entrance he propofed to ftand through the next day, and to run up

as far as Tiger JJland, which is a very fafe road, fecured from all

winds. But whilft the Centurion and her prize were thus at anchor,

a boat with an officer came off from tlie Mandarine, commanding

the forts at Boua Tigris to examine what the fliips were, and

whence they came. Mr. Anfon informed the officer, that his fliip

was a fliip of war, belonging to the King of Great Britain ; and

that the other in company with him was a prize he had taken ; that

he was going into Canton river to flielter himfelf againft the hurri-

canes which were then coming on ; and that as foon as the mon-

foon fliifted, he ffiould proceed for England. The officer then de-

fired an account of wliat men, guns, and ammunition were on

board, a lifl; of all which he faid was to be fent to the Government

of Canton. But when thefe articles were repeated to him, particu-

larly when he was told that there were in the Centurion four hun-

dred firelocks, and between three and four hundred barrels of pow-

der, he flirugged up his flioulders, and feemed to be terrified with

the bare recital, faying, that no fliips ever came into Canton river

armed in that manner ; adding, that he durft not fet down the

whole of this force, leaft it fliould too much alarm the Regency.

After he had iiniflied his enquiries, and was preparing to depart,

he defired to leave two Cuftom-houfe officers behind him ; on

which the Commodore told him, that though as a man of war

he
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he was prohibited from trading, and had nothing to do with

cuftoms or duties of any kind, yet, for the fatisfadlion of the Chi-

7iefe, he would permit two of their people to be left on board, who
might themfelves be witnelTes how pundlually he fliould comply

with his inftrudions. The officer feemed amazed when Mr. ^-
fo}2 mentioned being exempted from all duties, and told him, that

the Emperor's duty muft be paid by all fliips that came into his

ports : And it is fuppofed, that on this occalion, private diredlions

were given by him to the Chinefe Pilot, not to carry the Commo-
dore through tlie Bocca Tigris; which makes it neceflary, more
particularly, to defcribe that entrance.

The Bocca Tigris is a narrow pafTage, little more than mufquet-

fliot over, formed by two points of land, on each of which there

is a fort, that on the ftarboard-fide being a battery on the wa-
ter's edge, with eighteen embrafures, but wliere there were no more
than twelve iron cannon mounted, feeming to be four or iix poun-
ders; the fort on the larboard-fide is a large caftle, refembling

thofe old buildings which here in England we often find diftjn-

guiihed by that name ; it is fituated on a high rock, and did not

appear to be furniflied with more than eight or ten cannon, none
of which were fuppofed to exceed fix pounders. Thefe are the

defences whicl:! I'ecure the river of CoJilon ; and which tiie Chinefe

(extremely defective in all military fkill) have imagined were fuffi-

cient to prevent any enemy from forcing his way through.

But it is obvious, from the defcription of thefe forts, that they

could have given no obftrudion to Mr. Anfon's pafTage, even if they

had been well fupplied with gunners and ftores; and therefore

though the Pilot, after the Ctinefe officer had been on board re-

fuied at firft to take charge of the ihip, till he had leave from the
forts, yet as it was necelTary to get through without any delay

for fear of the bad weather which was hourly expeded, the Com-
modore weighed on the 1 5th, and ordered the Pilot to carry him
by the forts, threatening him that, if the ffiip ran aground, he
would inftantly hang him up at the yard-arm. The Pilot, awed

D d d 2 by
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by thcfe ttireats, canicd the fliip through fafely, the forts not at-

tcniptin'g to difpute the pallage. Indeed the poor Pilot did not ef-

cape the refentment of his countrymen, for when he came on

fhore, he was feized and fent to prifon, and was rigorou fly difci-

plined with the bamboo. However, he found means to get at

Mr. Atifon afterwards, to deiire of him fome recompence for the

chaftifement he had undergone, and of which he then carried very

fignifi:ant marks about hiai ; and Mr. Anfon, in commiferation of

his fufferings, gave him. fuch a fum of money, as would at any

time have enticed a Ch'mefe to have undergone a dozen bailina-

dings.

Nor was the Pilot the only perfon that fuffered on this occafion

;

for the Commodore foon after feeing fome royal junks pafs by him

from Bccca Tigris towards Canfon, he learnt, on enquiry, that the

Mandarine commanding the forts was a prifoner on board them

;

that he was already turned out, and was now carrying to Canton^

where it was expedled he would be feverely puniflied for having

permitted the ftiips to pafs ; and the Commodore urging the unrea-

fonablenefs of this procedure, from the inability of the forts to have

done otherwife, explaining to the Chinefe the great fuperiority his

fhips would have had over the forts, by the number and fize of

their guns, the Cbinefe feemcd to acquiefce in his reafoning, and

feUowed that their forts could not have flopped him j but they flill

aflerted, that the Mandarine would infallibly fufFcr, for not having

done, what all his judges were convinced, was impoffible. To
fuch indefenfible abfurdities are thofe obliged to fubmit, who think

themfelves concerned to fupport their authority, when the neceffary

force is wanting. But to return :

On the i6th of 'July the Commodore fent his fecond Lieute-

nant to Canton, with a letter to the Viceroy, informing him of the

reafon of the Centurions putting into that port ; and that the Com-
modore himfelf foon propofed to repair to Canton, to pay a vifit to

the Viceroy. The Lieutenant was very civilly received, and was

promiled that an anfwer ihould be fent to the Commodore the next

2 day.



( 389 )

day. In the mean time Mr. Anfon gave leave to feveral of the of-

ficers of the galeon to go to Canton, they engaging their parole to

return in two days. When thefe prifoners got to Canton, the Re-

gency fent for them, and examined them, enquiring particularly by

what means they had fallen into Mr. Anfori's power. And on this

occafion the prifoners were honeft enough to declare, that as the

Kings of Great-Britain and of Spain were at war, they had pro-

pofed to themfelves the taking of the Centurion, and had bore down
upon her with that view, but that the event had been contrary to

their hopes : However, they acknowledged that they had been

treated by the Commodore, much better than they believed they

fhould have treated him, had he fallen into their hands. This

confeffion from an enemy had great weight with the Chinefe, who,

till then, though they had revered the Commodore's power, had

yet fufpedled his morals, and had confidered him rather as a lawlefs

freebooter, than as one commiflioned by the State for the revenge

of public injuries. But they now changed their opinion, and re-

garded him as a more important perfon ; to which perhaps the vaft

treafure of his prize might not a little contribute ; the acquisition of

wealth being a matter greatly adapted to the eftimation and reve-

rence of the Chinefe Nation.

In this examination of the SpaniJJj prifoners, though the Chinefe

had no reafon in the main to doubt of the account which was

given them, yet there were two circumflances v/hich appeared to

them fo fiiigular, as to deferve a more ample explanation ; one of

them was the great difproportion of men between the Centurion

and the galeon j the other was the humanity, with which the peo-

ple of the galeon were treated after they were taken. The Man-
darines therefore aflced the Spaniards^ how they came to be over-

powered by fo inferior a force ; and how it happened, fince the

two nations were at war, that they were not put to death when
they came into the hands of the EnglifJj. To the firft of thefe en-

quiries the Spaniards replied, that though they had more hand*

than the Centurion, yet (he being intended folely for war had a

great
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great fuperiorlty in the iize of her guns, and iti many other articles,

over the galeon, which was a veffel fitted out principall)' for traf-

fic : And as to the kcond queftion, they told the Chinefe, that

amongft the nations o^ Europe, it was not cuflomary to put to death

thofe who fubniitted ; though they readily owned, that the Com-
modore, from the natural bias of his temper, had treated both

tliem and their countrymen, who had formerly been in his power,

with very unulual courtefy, much beyond what they could have

expeded, or than was required by the cuftoms effablillied between

nations at war with each other. Thefe replies fully fatisfied the

Cbincje, and at the fame time wrought very powerfully in the

Commodore's favour.

On the 2Gth of July, in the morning, three Mandarmcs, with

a great number of boats, and a vaff retinue, came on board the

Centurion, and delivered to the Commodore the Viceroy of Can-

ton's order for a daily fupply of provifions, and for Pilots to carry

the fliips up the river as far as the fecond bar ; and at the fame time

they delivered him a meffage from the Viceroy, in anfwer to the

letter fent to Canton, The fubftance of the meflage was, that the

Viceroy defired to be excufed from receiving the Commodore's vi-

fit, during the then exceflive hot weather ; becaufe the afiembling

the Manciari?2es and foldiers, neceffary to that ceremony, would

prove extremely inconvenient and fatiguing ; but that in September,

when the weather would be more temperate, he fliould be glad to

fee both the Commodore himfelf, and the EngliJJ:i Captain of the

other fhip, that was with him. As Mr. Anfon knew that an ex-

prefs had been difpatched to the Court at Pekin, with an account

of the Centurion and her prize being arrived in the river of Canton,.

he had no doubt, but the principal motive for putting off this vi-

fit was, that the Regency at Canton might gain time to receive

the Emperor's inflrudtions, about their behaviour on this unufual

affair.

When the Mandarines had delivered their meffage, they began

to talk to the Commodore aboiit the duties to be paid by his fliips j

but
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but he immediately told them, that he would never fubmlt to any

demand of that kind ; that as he neither brought any merchandize

thither, nor intended to carry any away, he could not be reafona-

bly deemed to be within the meaning of the Emperor's orders,

which were doubtlefs calculated for trading veflels only, adding,

that no duties were ever demanded of men of war, by nations ac-

cuftomed to their reception, and that his Mafter's orders exprefly

forbad him from paying any acknowledgement for his fliips ancho-

ring in any port whatever.

The Mandarines being thus cut fliort on the fubjedl of the duty,

they faid they had another matter to mention, which was the only

remaining one they had in charge ; this was a requeft to the Com-
modore, that he would releafe the prifoners he had taken on board

the galeon ; for that the Viceroy of Canton apprehended the Em-
peror, his Mafter, might be difpleafed, if he fliould be informed,

that perfons, wlio were his allies, and carried on a great commerce

with his fubjeds, were under confinement in his dominions. Mr.

Anjon was himfelf extremely dcfirous to get rid of the Spaniards^

liaving, on his'i'-rft arrival, fent about an hundred of them to Ma--

cao, and thofe who remained, which were near four hundred more,

were, on many accounts, a great incumbrance to him. However,

to inhance the favour, he at firft railed fome difficulties ; but per-

mitting himfelf to be prevailed on, he at laft told the Mandarines^.

that to fliow his readinefs to oblige the Viceroy, he would releafe"

the prifoners, whenever they, the Chincfe, would fend boats to

fetch them oft". This matter being thus adjufted, the Mandarines

departed; and, on the 28 th of July, two Chinefc pviks were fent

from Canton, to take on board the prifoners, and to carry them to

Macao. And the Commodore, agreeable to his promife, difmiifcd

them all, and ordered his Purfer to fend with them eight days pro-

vifion for their fubfiftence, during their failing down the river ; this

being difpatched, the Centurion and her prize came to her moorings,

above the fecond bar, where they propofed to continue till tlie mon-
foon fliifted. 2

Though



( 392 }

Though the fhips, in confequence of the Viceroy's permit,

found no difficulty in purchafing provilions for their daily confump-

tion, yet it was impoflible for the Commodore to proceed to Eng-

kind, without laying in a large quantity both of provifions and

iiores for his ufe, during the voyage : The procuring this fupply

was attended with much embarafment ; for there were people at

Canton who had undertaken to furnifh him with bifcuit, and what-

ever elfe he wanted ; and his linguift, towards the middle of Bep-

tivibcr, had affured him, from day to day, that all was ready, and

would be fent on board him immediately. But a fortnight being

elapfed, and nothing being brought, the Commodore fent to Can-

ton to enquire more particularly into the reafons of this difappoint-

ment : And he had foon the Vexation to be informed, that the

vrhole was an illufion ; that no order had been procured from the

Viceroy, to furnifh him with his fea-ftores, as had been pretended ;

that there was no bifcuit baked, nor any one of the articles in rea-

dinefs, which had been promifed him ; nor did it appear, that the

Contraftors had taken the leafl: ftep to comply with their agree-

ment. This was moft difagreeable news, and made it fufpefted,

that the furnifhing the Centurion for her return to Great-Britain

might prove a more troublefome matter than had been hitherto

imagined; efpecially too, as the month of September was nearly

elapfed, without Mr. Anfon'% having received any meffage from the

Viceroy of Canton.

And here perhaps it might be expe<Sled that fome fatisfadlory ac-

count fhould be given of the motives of the Chinefe for this faith-

lefs procedure. But as I have already, in a former chapter, made

fome kind of conjeflures about a fimilar event, I fhall not repeat

them again in this place, but fliall obferve, that after all, it m.ay

perhaps be impoffible for an European, ignorant of the cuftoms and

manners of that nation, to be fully apprized of the real incite-

ments to this behaviour. Indeed, thus much may undoubtedly be

afferted, that in artifice, falfliocd, and an attachment to all kinds of

lucre, many of the Chinefe are difficult to be paralleled by any other

people J
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people ; but then the combination of thefe talents, and the manner

in which they are applied in particular emergencies, are often be-

yond the reach of a Foreigner's penetration : So that though it may
be fafely concluded, that the Chinefe had feme intereft in thus

amuling the Commodore, yet it may not be eafy to affign the indivi-

dual views by which they were influenced. And that I may not

be thought too fevere in afcribing to this Nation a fraudulent and

fellifli turn of temper, fo contradidlory to the charafter given of

them in the legendary accounts of the Roman Miffionaries, I fliall

here mention an extraordinary tranfadtion or two, which I hope will

be fome kind of confirmation of what I have advanced.

When the Commodore lay firft at MiJcao, one of his officers,

v/ho had been exu^emely ill, defired leave of him to go on ihorc

every day on a neighbouring Ifland, imagining that a walk upon

the land would contribute greatly to the reftoring of his health : The
Commodore would have difTuaded him, fufpeding the tricks of the

Cbincfe, but the officer continuing importunate, in the end the boat

was ordered to carry him. The firft day he was put on ihorc he

took his exercife, and returned without receiving any moleftation,

or even feeing any of the inhabitants ; but the fecond day, he was

aflaulted, foon after his arrival, by a great number of Ctinefe, wl:o

had been hoeing rice in the neighbourhood, and who beat h*m
fo violently with the handles of their hoes, that they foon laid him
on the ground incapable of refinance ; after which they robbed

him, taking from him his fword, the hilt of which was filver, his

money, his watch, gold-headed cane, fnuff-box, ileeve- buttons and

hat, with feveral other trinkets : In the mean time the boat's crew,

who were at fome little diftance, and had no arms of any kind

with them, were incapable of giving him any affiftance ; till at laft

one of them flew on the fellow who had the fword in his poffef-

fion, and wrefling it out of his hands drew it, and w ith it was pre-

paring to fall on the Chinefe^ fome of whom he could not have

failed of killing j but the officer, perceiving what he was about, im-

mediately ordered him to defift, thinking it more prudent to fub-

E e e mit
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mit to the prefent violence, than to embroil his G)mmodore in an

inextricable fquabble with the Ch'mefe Government, by the death of

their fubjedls ; which calmnefs in this Gentleman was the more

meritorious, as he was known to be a perfon of an uncommon fpi-

rit, and of a fomewhat hafty temper : By this means the Chinefe

recovered the poffeflion of the fword, which they foon perceived

was prohibited to be made ufe ofagainft them, and carried off their

whole booty unmolcfled. No fooner were they gone, than a Chi-

nefe on horfeback, very well dreffed, and who had the air and ap-

pearance of a Gentleman, came down to the fliore, and, as far as

could be underflood by his figns, feemed to cenfure the condudl of

his countrymen, and to commiferate the officer, being wonderfully

officious to aiTift in getting him on board the boat : But notwith-

ftanding this behaviour, it was ffirewdly fufpeiled that he was an

accomplice in the theft, and time fully evinced the juftice of thofe

fufpidons.

When the boat returned on board, and reported what had pafled

to the Commodore, he immediately complained of it to the Man-

darine, who attended to fee his fhip fupplied ; but the Mandarine

coolly replied, that the boat ought not to have gone on fhore,

promifing, however, that if the thieves could be found out, they

{hould be puniffied ; though it appeared plain enough, by his

manner of anfwering, that he would never give himfelf any trou-

ble in fearching them out. However, a confiderable time after-

wards, when fome Chinefe boats were felling provifions to the Cen-

hirion, the perfon who had wrefted the fword from the Chinefe

came with great eagernefs to the Commodore, to affure him that

one of the principal thieves was then in a provifion-boat along-fide

the {hip ; and the officer, who had been robbed, viewing the fel-

low on this report, and well remembring his face, orders were im-

mediately given to feize him ; and he was accordingly fecured on

board the fliip, where ftrange difcoverics were now made.

This
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This thief, on his being firft apprehended, exprefled fo much

fright in his countenance, that it was feared he would have died

upon the fpot ; the Mandarine too, who attended the (hip, had vl-

fibly no fmall fhare of concern on the occafion. Indeed he had

reafon enougli to be alarmed, fince it was foon evinced, that he had

been privy to the whole robbery ; for the Commodore declaring

that he would not deliver up the thief, but would himfelf order

him to be fhot, the Mandarine immediately put off the magifle-

rial air, with which he had at firft pretended to demand him, and

begged his releafe in the moft abjedt manner : And the Commo-
dore appearing inflexible, there came on board, in lefs than two

hours time, five or fix of the neighbouring Mandarines^ who all

joined in the fame entreaty, and with a view of facilitating their

fuit, offered a large fum of money for the fellow's liberty. Whilft

they were thus folliciting, it was difcovered that the Mandarine^

who was the moft adtive amongft them, and who feemed to be

moft interefted in the event, was the very Gentleman, who came
to the officer, juft after the robbery, and who pretended to be fo

much difpleafed with the villany of his countrymen. And, on fur-

ther inquiry it was found, that he was the Mandarine of the Ifland
;

and that he had, by the authority of his office, ordered the Pea-

feants to commit that infamous adlicn. And it feemed, as far as

could be colleded from the broken hints which were cafually

thrown out, that he and his brethren, who were all privy to the

tranfadion, were terrified with the fear of being called before the

tribunal at Canton, where the firft article of their punifhment would
be the ftripping them of all they were worth ; though their judges

(however fond of infliding a chaftifement fo lucrative to themfelves)

were perhaps of as tainted a complexion as the delinquents. Mr.
Anjon was not difpleafed to have caught the Chinefe in this dilem-

ma ; and he entertained himfelf for fome time with their perplexi-

ty, rejeding their money with fcorn, appearing inexorable to their

prayers, and giving out that the thief fhould certainly be (hot ; but

£ e e 2 as
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as he then forefiiw that he (liould be forced to take fhelter in their

ports a fecond time, when the influence he might hereby acquire

over the Magiftrates would be of great fervice to him, he at length

permitted himfelf to be perfuaded, and as a favour releafed his pri-

foner, but not till the Mandarine had colledled and returned all

that had been ftolen from the officer, even to the minuteft trifle.

But notwithftauding this inftance of the good intelligence betv.'een

the magin,rates and criminals, the flrong addi(5tion of the Chincjc to

lucre often prompts them to break through this awful confederacy,

and puts them on detrauuing the authority that protedts them of its'

proper quota of the pilluge. For not long after the above-men-

tioned tranfadion, (the former Mandarine^ attendant on the fliip,

being, in the mean time, relieved by another) the Commodore loft

a top-maft from his ftern, which, after the moft diligent enquiry,

could not be traced : As it was not his own, but had been borrowed

at Macao to heave down by, and was not to be replaced in that part

of the world, he was extremely defirous to recover it, and pub-

liflied a confiderable reward to any who would bring it him again.

There were fufpicions from the firft of its being ftolen, which made

him conclude a reward was the likelieft method of getting it back :

Accordingly, foon after, the Mandarine told him, that feme of his,

the Mandaritie's, people, had found the top-maft, defiring the Com-

modore to fend his boats to fetch it, which being done, the Man-

darine's people received the promifed reward > but the Commodore

told the Mandarine^ that he would make him a prefent befides for

the care he had taken in diredling it to be fearched for ; and ac-

cordingly, Mr. Atifon gave a fum of money to his Linguift, to be

delivered to the Mandarine ; but the Linguift knowing that the

people had been paid, and ignorant that a further prefent had been

promifed, kept the money himfelf : However, the Mandarine ful-

ly confiding in Mr. Anfon's word, and fufpedling the Linguift, lie

took occafion, one morning, to admire the fize of the Centuriori^

ipafts, and thence, on a pretended fudden recoliedion, he made a

digreffion
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digreffion to the top-maft which had been loft, and aflced Mr. An-

fon if he had not got it again. Mr. Anjon prefently perceived the

bent of this converfation, and enquired of him if he had not re-

ceived the money from the Linguift, and finding he had not, he

offered to pay it him upon the fpot. But this the Mandarine re-

fufed, having now fomewhat more in view than the fum which
had been detained : For the next day the Linguift was feized, and

was doubtlefs muldled of all he had gotten in the Commodore's fer-

vice, which was fuppofed to be little lefs than two thoufand dol-

lars ; he was befides fo feverely baftinadoed with the bamboo, that

it was with difficulty he efcaped with his life ; and when he was

upbraided by the Commodore (to whom he afterwards came beg-

ging) with his folly, in rifquing all he had fuffered for fifty dollars,

(the prefent intended for the Mandarine) he had no other excufe to

make than the ftrong bias of his Nation to difhonefty, replying, in

his broken jargon, Chinefe man v:ry great rogue trul)\ but have

Jaf/ncn, no atn help.

It were endlefs to recount all the artifices, extortions and frauds

which were praiflifed on the Commodore and his people, by this

interefted race. The method of buying all things in China being

by weight, the tricks made ufe of by the Chinefe to encreafe the

weight of the provifion they fold to the Centurion^ were almoft in-

credible. One time a large quantity of fowls and ducks being

bought for the fliip's ufe, the greateft part of them prefendy died :

This alarmed the people on board with the apprehenfions that they

had been killed by poifon ; but on examination it appeared, that it

was only owing to their being crammed v/ith ftones and gravel to

encreafe their weight, the quantity thus forced into moil: of the

ducks being found to amount to ten ounces in each. The hogs

too, which were bought ready killed of the Chinefe Butchers, had

water injedted into them for the fame purpofe j fo that a carcals,

hung up all night for the water to drain from it, hath loft above a

ftone ot its weight ; and when, to avoid this cheat, the hogs were

2 bought
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bought alive, it was found that the Chinefe gave them fait to en-

creafe their thirft, and having by tliis means excited them to drink

creat quantities of water, they then took meafures to prevent them

irom difcharging it again by urine, and fold the tortured animal in

this inflated ftate. When the Commodore firft put to fea from

Macao, they pradtifed an artifice of another kind j for as the Chi-

nefe never objeft to the eating of any food that dies of itfelf, they

took care, by fome fecret pradices, that great part of his live fea-

ftore fhouid die in a (liort time after it was put on board, hoping

to make a fecond profit of the dead carcafies which they expefted

would be thrown overboard ; and two thirds of the hogs dying be-

fore the Centurion was out of fight of land, many of the Chinefe

boats followed her, only to pick up the carrion. Thefe inftances

may ferve as a fpecimen of the manners of this celebrated Nation,

which is often recommended to the reft of the world as a pattern of

all kinds of laudable qualities. But to return :

The Commodore, towards the end of September, having found

out (as has been faid) that thofe, who had contracted to fupply him

with fea- provifions and ftores, had deceived him, and that the

Viceroy had not fent to him according to his promife, he faw it

would be impoflible for him to furmount the embarafment he was

under, without going himfelf to Canton, and vifiting the Viceroy
;

and therefore, on the 27th of September, he fent a meflage to the

Mandarine, who attended the Centurion, to inform him that he,

the Commodore, intended, on the firft of OSiober, to proceed in

his boat to Canton ; adding, that the day after he got there, he

Ihould notify his arrival to the Viceroy, and fliould defire him to fix

a time for his audience; to which the Mandarine returned no

other anfwer, than that he would acquaint the Viceroy with the

Commodore's intentions. In the mean time all things were pre-

pared for this expedition : And the boat's crew in particular, which

Mr. Anfon propofed to take with him, were cloathed in an uniform

drefs, refembling that of the Watermen on the Thames-, they were

2 in
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in number eighteen and a Coxfwain ; they had fcarlet jackets and

blue filk waiftcoats, the whole trimmed with filver buttons, and

with filver badges on their jackets and caps. As it was apprehend-

ed, and even aflerted, that th6 payment of the cuftomary duties for

the Centurmi and her prize, would be demanded by the Regency

of Canton^ and would be inlifted on previous to the granting a per-

miffion for victualling the (liip for her future voyage ; the Commo-
dore, who was refolved never to eftablifli fo diihonourable a prece-

dent, took all poffible precaution to prevent the Chinefe from facili-

tating the fuccefs of their unreafonable pretenfions, by having him
in their power at Ca?Uon : And therefore, for the fecurity of his fhip,

and the great treafure on board her, he appointed his firft Lieutenant,

A'Ir. Brett, to be Captain of the Centurion under him, giving him
proper inflrudions for his condud ; direding him, particularly, if

he, the Commodore, lliould be detained at Canton on account of the

duties in difpute, to take out the men from the Centurion's prize,

and to deftroy her ; and then to proceed down the river through

the Bocca Tigris, with the Centurion alone, and to remain with-

out that entrance, till he received further orders from Mr. Anfon.

Thefe neceflary fleps being taken, which were not unknown
to the Chinefe, it lliould feem as if' their deliberations were in

fome fort embarafed thereby. It is reafonable to imagine, that

they were in general very defirous of getting the duties to be paid

them } not perhaps folely in confideration of the amount of thofe

dues, but to keep up their reputation for addrefs and fubtlety, and

to avoid the imputation of receding from claims, on which they had
already fo frequently infifted. However, as they now forefaw that

they had no other method of fucceeding than by violence, and
that even againfl this the Commodore was prepared, they were at

laft difpofed, I conceive, to let the affair drop, rather than entan-

gle themfelves in an hoftile meafure, which they found would only

cxpofe them to the rifque of having the whole navigation of their

port deflroyed, without any certain profped: of gaining their fa-

vourite point thereby.
'

However,
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However, though there is reafon to imagine that the(e were their

thoughts at that time, yet they could not depart at once from the

cvafive condu<fl to which they hud hitherto adhered. For when
the Commodore, on the morning of tljc firftof OSlober, was pre-

paring to fet out for Canton, his Linguift came to him from the

Mandarine, who attended his fliip, to tell him that a letter had

been received from the Viceroy oi Canton, defiring the Commodore
to put off his going thither for two or three days : But in the af-

ternoon of the fame day, another Linguift came on board, who,

with much feeming fright, told Mr. Aufon, that the Viceroy had

expeded him up that day, that the Council was aflembled, and the

troops had been under arms to receive him ; and that the Viceroy

was highly offended at the difappointment, and had lent the Com-
modore's Linguift to prifon chained, fuppofing that the whole had

been owing to the Linguifl's negligence. This plaulible tale gave

the Commodore great concern, and made him apprehend that there

was fome treachery defigned him, which he could not yet fathom
;

and though it afterwards appeared that the whole was a fiftion,

not one article of it having the leaft foundation, yet (for reafons

beft known to themfelves) this falfhood was fo well fupported by

the artifices of the Chinefe Merchants at Canton, that, three days

afterwards, the Commodore received a letter figned by all the fu-

percargoes of the E72gIiJJj fhips then at that place, expreffing their

great uneafinefs at what had happened, and intimating their fears

that fome infult would be offered to his boat, if he came thither

before the Viceroy was fully fatisfied about the miftake. To this

letter Mr. An/on replied, that he did not believe there had been

any miflake ; but was perfuaded it was a forgery of the Chitiefe to

prevent his vifiting the Viceroy ; that therefore he would certainly

come up to Canton on the 13th of OBober, confident that the

Chinefe would not dare to offer him an infult, as well knowing it

would be properly returned.

On
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On the 13th of OBokr, the Commodore continuing firm to

his refclution, all the fupercargoes of the Englif), Danijh, and

Swedijli fliips came on board the Centurion^ to accompany him to

Canton, for which place he fet out in his barge the fame day, at-

tended by his own boats, and by thofe of the trading fhips, which on

this occafion came to form his retinue ; and as he pafled by Wampo^

where the European vefTeis lay, he was faluted by all of them but

the French, and in the evening he arrived fafely at Canton. His

reception at that city, and the moft material tranladions from hence-

forward, till his arrival in Great- Britain, ftiall be the fubjedt of the

enfuing chapter.

Fff CHAP.
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C H A p. X.

Proceedings at the city of Canton^ and the return of

the Centurion to Englajtd.

WHEN the Commodore arrived at Canton^ he was vifited

by the principal Chinefe Merchants, who afFedled to ap-

pear very much pleafed that he had met with no obftruc-

tion in getting thither, and who thence pretended to conclude, that

the Viceroy was fatisfied about the former miftake, the reality of

which they ftill infifted on ; they added, that as foon as the Vice-

roy fhould be informed that Mr. ^njon was at Canton, (which

they promifed fliould be done the next morning) they were per-

fuaded a day would be immediately appointed for the vifit, which

was the principal bufinefs that had brought the Commodore

thither.

The next day the Merchants returned to Mr. Atifon, and told

him, that the Viceroy was then fo fully employed in preparing his

difpatches for Pekin, that there was no getting admittance to him

for fome days j but that they had engaged one of the officers of

his Court to give them information, as foon as he Hiould be at

leillire, when they propofed to notify Mr. Anfon"% arrival, and to

endeavour to fix the day of audience. The Commodore was by

this time too well acquainted with their artifices, not to perceive

that this was a falfehood ; and had he confulted only his own judg-

ment, he would have applied diredtly to the Viceroy by other

hands : But the Chinefe Merchants had fo far prepoffefl*ed the fu-

percargoes of our fhips with chimerical fears, that they (the fuper-

cargoes) were extremely apprehenfive of being embroiled with the

Government, and of fufFering in their intereft, if thofe meafures were

taken, which appeared to Mr. Aiifon at that lime to be the moft

2 prudential

:
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prudential : And therefore, leafl: the malice and double dealing of

the Chincfe might have given rife to fome finifler incident, which

would be afterwards laid at his door, he refolved to continue paf-

five, as long as it fliould appear that he loft no time, by thus fuf-

pending his own opinion. With this view, he promifed not to take

any immediate ftep himfelf for getting admittance to the Viceroy,

provided the Chinefey with whom he contrafted for provifions,

would let him fee that his bread was baked, his meat falted, and

his ftores prepared with the utmoft difpatch : But if by the time

when all was in readinefs to be fliipped off, (which it was fuppofed

would be in about forty days) the Merchants fliould not have pro-

cured the Viceroy's permifTion, then the Commodore propofed to

apply for it himfelf, Thefe were the terms Mr. j^nfon thought pro-

per to offer, to quiet the uneafinefs of the fupercargoes ; and not-

withftanding the apparent equity of the conditions, many ditEcul-

ties and objedions were urged ; nor would the Chiiiefe agree to

them, till the Commodore had confented to pay for every article he

befpoke before it was put in hand. However, at laft the contradt

being part, it was fome fatkfadion to the Commodore to be certain

that his preparations were now going on, and being himfelf on the

fpot, he took care to haften them as much as poffible.

During this interval, in which the ftores and provifions were

getting ready, the Merchants continually entertained Mr. An/on

with accounts of their various endeavours to get a licence from the

Viceroy, and their frequent difappointments ; which to him was now
a matter of amufement, as he was fully fatisfied there was not one

word of truth in any tiling they faid. But when all was com-
pleated, and wanted only to be fhipped, which was about the

24th oi November, at which time too the N, E. monfoon was fet in

he then refolved to apply himfelf to the Viceroy to demand an au-

dience, as he was perfuaded that, without this ceremony, the pro-

curing a permiflion to fend his ftores on board would meet with

great difficulty. On the 24th of November, therefore, Mx.Anfon
fent one of his officers to the Matidarine, who commanded the

F f f 2 guard
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guard of the principal gate of the city of Canton, with a letter di-

re<fled to the Viceroy. When this letter was delivered to the

Mandarine, he received the officer who brought it very civilly, and

took down the contents of it in Chincfe, and proniifed that the Vice-

roy fhould be immediately acquainted with it ; but told the officer,

it was not neceflary for him to wait for an anfwer, becaufe a mef-

fage would be fent to the Commodore himfelf.

On this occafion Mr. A7ifon had been under great difficulties about

a proper interpreter to fend with his officer, as he was well aware

that none of the Chinefe, ufually employed as Linguifts, could be

relied on : But he at laft prevailed with Mr. Flint, an EnglifiGtn-

tleman belonging to the fadlory, who fpoke Chinefe perfectly well,,

to accompany his officer. This perfon, who upon this occafion and

many others was of Angular fervice to the Commodore, had been

left at Canton when a youth, by the late Captain Rigby. The
leaving him tliere to learn the Chinefe language was a ftep taken

by that Captain, merely from his own perfuafion of the great ad-

vantages which the EaJ.i~India Company might one day receive from

an Englif:/ interpreter ; and though the utility of this meafure has

gready exceeded all that was expedled from it, yet I have not heard

that it has been to this day imitated : But we imprudently choofe

(except in this fingle inftance) to carry on the vaft tranfadlions of

the port of Canton, either by the ridiculous jargon of broken Eng-

lifi, which fome few of the Chinefe have learnt, or by the fufpeded

interpretation of the Linguifts of other Nations.

Two days after the fending the above-mentioned letter, a

fire broke out in the fuburbs of Canton, On the firft alarm, Mr.

Anfon went thither with his officers, and his boat's crew, to affift

the Chinefe. When he came there, he found that it had begun in a

lailor's fhed, and that by the flightnefs of the buildings, and the

awkwardnefs of the Chincfe, it was getting head apace : But he

perceived, that b) pulling down fome of the adjacent flieds it might

eafily be extinguifhed ; and particularly obferving that it was run-

ning along a wooden cornifli, which woiJd foon communicate it

to
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to a great diftance, he ordered his people to begin with tearing a-

way that cornifli ; this was prefently attempted, and would have

been foon executed ; but, in the mean time, he was told, that, as

there was no Mandar-ine there to diredl what was to be done, the

Chinefe would make him, the Commodore, anfwerable for what-

ever rtiould be pulled down by his orders. On this his people de-

fifted ; and he fent them to the EnglijJj fadtory, to affift in fecu-

ring the Company's treafurc and efFedts, as it was eafy to forefee

that no diftanee was a proteftion againft the rage of fuch a fire,

where fo little was done to put a ftop to it ; for all this time the

Chinefe contented themfelves with viewing it, and now and then

holding one of their idols near it, whidi they feemed to expedt

fliould check its progrefs : However, at laft, a Mandarine came out

of the city, attended by four or five hundred firemen : Thefe made

fome feeble efforts to pull down the neighbouring houfes j but by

this time the fire had greatly extended itfelf, and was got amongft

the Merchants warehoufes ; and the Chinefe firemen, wanting both

fkiil and (pirit, were incapable of checking its violence ; fo that its

fury encreafed upon them, and it was feared the whole city would

be deftroyed. In this general confufion the Viceroy himfelf came
thither, and the Commodore was fent to, and was entreated to af-

ford his affiftance, being told that he might take any meafures

he fhould think moft prudent in the prefent emergency. And now
he went thither a fecond time, carrying with him about forty of

his people ; who, upon this occafion, exerted themfelves in fuch a

manner, as in that country was altogether without example: For

they were rather animated than deterred by the flames and falling

buildings, amongft which they wrought ; fo that it was not uncom-
mon to fee the moft forward of them tumble to the ground on the

roofs, and amidft the ruins of houfes, which their own efforts

brought down with them. By their boldnefs and adivity the fire

was foon extiaguiflied to the amazement of the Chinefe ; and the

buildings being all on one floor, and the materials flight, the fea-

men.
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men, notwithftanding their daring behaviour, happily efcaped with

no other injuries, than fome eonfiderable bruifes.

The fire, though at laft thus luckily extinguiflied, did great mif-

chief during the time it continued ; for it confumed an hundred

(hops and eleven ftreets full of warehoufes, fo that the damage
amounted to an immenfe fum ; and one of the Chinefe Merchants,

well known to the EngliJJ:, whofe name was Succoy, was fuppofed,

for his own lliare, to have loft near two hundred thoufand pound
fterling. It raged indeed with unufual violence, for in many of the

warehoufes, there were large quantities of camphire, which greatly

added to its fury, and produced a column of exceeding white flame,

which {hot up into the air to fuch a prodigious height, that the

flame itfelf was plainly feen on board the Centurio?i, though flie

was thirty miles diftant.

Whilft the Commodore and his people were labouring at the

fire, and the terror of its becoming general fl;ill pofl^fled the whole

city, feveral of the moft eonfiderable Chinefe Merchants came to

Mr, Anfon, to defire that he would let each of them have one of

his foldiers (for fuch they ftiled his boat's crew from the uniformity

of their drefs) to guard their warehoufes and dweUing houfes,

which, from the known diflionefty of the populace, they feared

would be pillaged in the tumult. Mr. Anfon granted them this re-

quefl: ; and all the men that he thus furniflied to the Chitiefe be-

haved greatly to the fatisfadlion of their employers, who afterwards

highly applauded their great diligence and fidelity.

By this means, the refolution of the Englijh at the fire, and their

truftinefs and pundluality elfewhere, was the general fubjedt of con-

verfation amongft the Chinefe: And, the next morning, many of the

principal inhabitants waited on the Commodore to thank him for

his affiftance ; frankly owning to him, that they could never have

extinguifhed the fire of thcmfelves, and that he had faved their

city from being totally confumed. And foon after a mefliage came

to the Commodore from the Viceroy, appointing the 30th of No-

vember
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vember for his audience ; which fudden refolution of the Viceroy,

in a matter that had been fo long agitated in vain, was alfo owing

to the fignal fervices performed by Mr. Anfon and his people at the

fire, of which the Viceroy himfelf had been in fome meafure an

eye-witnefs.

The fixing this bufinefs of the audience, was, on all accounts, a

circumftance which Mr. Anfon was much plcafed with ; as he was

fetisfied that the Chinefe Government would not have determined

this point, without having agreed among themfelves to give up their

pretenfions to the duties they claimed, and to grant him all he could

reafonably afk. ; for as they well knew the Commodore's fenti-

ments, it would have been a piece of imprudence, not confiftent

with the refined cunning of the Chinefe^ to have admitted him to

an audience, only to have contefted with him. And therefore, be-

ing himfelf perfectly eafy about the refult of his vifit, he made all

neceflary preparations againft the day; and engaged Mr. Flint,

whom I have mentioned before, to adt as interpreter in the confe-

rence : Who, in this affair, as in all others, acquitted himfelf much
to the Commodore's fatisfaclilion ; repeating with great boldncfs, and

doubtlefs with exadlnefs, all that was given in charge, a part which

no Chinefe Linguifl would ever have performed with any tolerable

fidelity.

At ten o'clock in the morning, on the day appointed, a Manda-

rine came to the Commodore, to let him know that the Viceroy

was ready to receive him ; on which the Coiriinodore and his reti-

nue immediately fet out : And as foon as he entered the outer gate

of the city, he found a guard of two hundred foldiers drawn up
ready to attend him ; thefe conduced him to the great parade be-

fore the Emperor's palace, where the Viceroy then refided. In tiiis

parade, a body of troops, to the number often thcufand,were drawn

up under arms, and made a very fine appearance, being all of them
new cloathed for this ceremony : And Mr. Anfon and his retinue

having paffed through the middle of them, he was then conduded

to
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to the great hall of audience, where he found the Viceroy feated

under a rich canopy in the Emperor's chair of State, with all his

Council of Mandarines attending ; Here there was a vacant feat

prepared for the Commodore, in which he was placed on his arri-

val : He was ranked the third in order from the Viceroy, there be-

ing above him only the Head of the Law, and of the Treafury,

who in the Chinefe Government cake place of all military officers.

When the Commodore was feated, he addrefled himfelf to the

Viceroy by his interpreter, and began with reciting the various me-

thods he had formerly taken to get an audience ; adding, that he

imputed the delays he had met with, to the infincerity of thofe he

had employed, and that he had therefore no other means left,

than to fend, as he had done, his own officer with a letter to the

gate. On the mention of this the Viceroy flopped the interpreter,

and bid him aflure Mr. An/on, that the firfl knowledge they had of

his being at Canton, was from that letter. Mr. An/on then pro-

ceeded, and told him, that the fubjeds of the King of Great-Bri-

tain trading to Chijta had complained to him, the Commodore, of

the vexatious impofitions both of the Merchants and inferior Cuf-

tom-houfe officers, to which they were frequently neceffitated to

fubmit, by reafon of the difficulty of getting accefs to the Mati-

darines, who alone could grant them redrefs : That it was his,

Mr. Anfofi's, duty, as an officer of the King of Great-Britain, to

lay before the Viceroy thefe grievances of the Britijh fubjeds,

which he hoped the Viceroy would take into confideration, and

would give orders, that for the future there fhould be no juft rea-

fon for complaint. Here Mr. An/on paufed, and waited fome

time in expedlation of an anfwer ; but nothing being faid, he

afked his interpreter if he was certain the Viceroy underftood

what he had urged ; the interpreter told him, he was certain

it was underftood, but he believed no reply would be made to it.

Mr. An/on then reprefented to the Viceroy the cafe of the fhip

Hajlingjield, which, having been difmafted on the coaft of China,

2 had
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had arrived In the river of Canton but a few days before. The
people on board this veffel had been great fufferers by the fire ; the

Captain in particular had all his goods burnt, and had lofl befides,

in the confufion, a cheft of treafure of four thoufand five hundred

Tahel, which was fuppofed to be ftolen by the ChtJieJe boat-men.

Mr. Anfon therefore defired that the Captain might have the af-

fiftance of the Government, as it was apprehended the money could

never be recovered without the interpofition of the Mandarines,

And to this requeft the Viceroy made anfwer, that in fettling the

Emperor's cuftoms for that {hip, fome abatement fliould be made
in confideration of her lofles.

And now the Commodore having difpatched the bufinefs with

which the ofiicers of the Raft-India Company had entrufted him,

he entered on his own affairs ; acquainting the Viceroy, that the

proper feafon was now fet in for returning to Europe^ and that he

waited only for a licence to fliip off his provifions and flores, which

were all ready ; and that as foon as this fhould be granted him, and

he fliould have gotten his necefTaries on board, he intended to leave

the river of Canton, and to make the befl of his way for England.

The Viceroy replied to this, that the licence fhould be immediately

ilTued, and that every thing fliould be ordered on board the follow-

ing day. And finding that Mr. yinfofi had nothing farther to infifl

on, the Viceroy continued the converfation for fome time, acknow-

ledging in very civil terms how much the Chinefe were obliged to

him for his fignal fervices at the fire, and owning that he had

faved the city from being deflroyed : And then obferving that the

Centurion had been a good while on their coafV, he clofed his dif-

courfe, by wifliing the Commodore a good voyage to Europe, Af-

ter which, the Commodore, thanking him for his civility and afiifl-

ance, took his leave.

As foon as the Commodore was out of the hall of audience, he

was much prefTed to go into a neighbouring apartment, where there

was an entertainment provided ; but finding, on enquiry, that the

G g g . Viceroy
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Viceroy himfelf was not to be prcfent, he declined the invitation,

and departed, attended in the fame manner as at his arrival ; only

at his leaving the city he was faluied by three guns, which are as

many as in that country are ever fired on any ceremony. Thus the

Commodore, to his great joy, at laft finilhed this troublefome af-

fair, which, for the preceding four months, had given him great

difquietude. Indeed he was highly pleafed with procuring a licence

for the fhipping of his ftores and provifions ; for thereby he was

enabled to return to Great-Britam with the firft of the monfoon,

and to prevent all intelligence of his being expeded : But this,

though a very important point, was not the circumftance which

gave him the greatefl fatisfadlion ; for he was more particularly at-

tentive to the authentic precedent eftabliflied on this occafion, by

which his Majefty's fliips of war are for the future exempted from

all demands of duty in any of the ports of Cbifja.

In purfuance of the promifes of the Viceroy, the provifions were

begun to be fent on board the day after the audience ; and, four

days after, the Commodore embarked at Canton for the Centurion
^

and, on the yth of December, the Centurion and her prize un-

moored, and flood down the river, paffing through the Bocca Ti-

gris on the loth. And on this occafion I muft obferve, that the

Chinefe had taken care to man the two forts, on each fide of that

pafTage, with as many men as they could well contain, the greatefl

part of them armed with pikes and match-lock mufquets. Thefe

garrifons affeded to fhew themfelves as much as pofTible to the

fliips, and were doubdefs intended to induce Mr. A?!ldn to think

more reverently than he had hitherto done of the Chinefe military

power : For this purpofe they were equipped with much parade,

having a great number of colours expofed to view ; and on the

caflle in particular there were laid confiderable heaps of large

ftones ; and a foldier of unufual fize, drefTed in very fightly ar-

mour, flalkt about on the parapet with a battle-ax in his hand, en-

deavouring to put on as important and martial an air as pofTible,

though
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tliough fome of the obfervers on board the Centurion (hrewdly fuf-

pedled, from the appearance of his armour, that inftead of fteel,

it was compofed only of a particular kind of glittering paper.

The Centurion and her prize being now without the river of

Canton^ and confequendy upon the point of leaving the Chinefe

jurifdidtion, I beg leave, before I quit all mention of the Chinefe

affairs, to fubjoin a few remarks on the difpofition and genius of

that extraordinary people. And though it may be fuppofed, that

obfervations made at Canton only, a place fituated in the corner

of the Empire, are very imperfecfl materials on which to found

any general concluiions, yet as thofe who have had opportunities

of examining the inner parts of the country, have been evidently

influenced by very ridiculous prepoffeffions, and as the tranfadtions

of Mc, An/on with the Regency of Canton were of an uncommon
nature, in which many circumflances occurred, different perhaps

from any which have happened before, I hope the following re-

flections, many of them drawn from thefe iiicidents, will not be

altogether unacceptable to the reader.

That the Chinefe are a very ingenious and induftrious people, is

fufficiently evinced, from the great number of curious manufa(5hires

which are efliablirtied amongft them, and which are eagerly fought

for by the moft diftant nations ; but though flcill in the handi-

craft arts feems to be the moft important qualification of this peo-

ple, yet their talents therein are but of a fecond rate kind j for

they are much outdone by the fapmiefe in thofe manufadlures,

which are common to both countries ; and they are in numerous
inftances incapable of rivalling the mechanic dexterity of the Ku-
ropeans. Indeed, their principal excellency feems to be imitation j

and they accordingly labour under that poverty of genius, which
conftantly attends all fervile imitators. This is moft confpicuous in

works which require great truth and accuracy ; as in clocks,

watches, fire-arms, &c. for in all thefe, though they can copy
the different parts, and can form fome refemblance of the whole,

yet they never could arrive at fuch a juftnefs in their fabric, as was

G g g 2 neceflary
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neceflary to produce the defired effcd. And if we pafs from their

manufafturers to artifls of a fuperior clafs, as painters, flatuaries, Gfr.

in thefe matters they leem to be ftill more defedlive, their painters,

though very numerous and in great efteem, rarely fucceeding in

the drawing or colouring of human figures, or in the grouping of

large compofitions ; and though in flowers and birds their per-

formances are much more admired, yet even in thefe, fome part

of the merit is rather to be imputed to the native brightnefs and

excellency of the colours, than to the fkill of the painter ; fince it

is very unufual to fee the light and fliade juflly and naturally hand-

led, or to find that eafe and grace in the drawing, which are to be

met with in the works of Europeati artifts. In {hort, there is a

ftiffnefs and minutenefs in moft of the Chinefe productions, which

are extremely difpleafing : And it may perhaps be afferted with

great truth, that thefe defedls in their arts are entirely owing to the

peculiar turn of the people, amongft whom nothing great or fpi-

rited is to be met with.

If we next examine the Cbinefc literature, (taking our accounts

from the writers, who have endeavoured to reprefent it in the

moft favourable light) we fliall find, that on this head their obfli-

nacy and abfurdity are moft wonderful : For though, for many

ages they have been furrounded by nations, to whom the ufe of

letters was familiar, yet they, the Chinefe alone, have hitherto neg-

lefted to avail themfelves of that almoft divine invention, and have

continued to adhere to the rude and inartificial method of repre-

fenting words by arbitrary marks ; a method, which neceffarily ren-

ders the number of their characters too great for human memory

to manage, makes writing to be an art that requires prodigious ap-

plication, and in which no man can be oihervvife than partially

fkilled J
whilft all reading, and underftanding of what is written,

is attended with infinite obfcurity and confufion ; for the connexion

between thefe marks, and the words they reprefent, cannot be re-

tained in books, but muft be delivered down from age to age by

oral tradition : And how uncertain this muft prove in fuch a com-

plicated
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plicated fubjed:, is fufficlently obvious to thofe who have attended

to the variation which all verbal relations undergo, when they are

tranfmitted through three or four hands only. Hence it is eafy to

conclude, that the hiftory and inventions of part ages, recorded by
thefe perplexed fymbols, muft frequently prove unintelligible ; and

confequendy the learning and boafted antiquity of the Nation muft

in numerous inftances, be extremely problematical.

But we are told by fome of the Miffionaries, that though the

(kill of the Chinefe in fcience is indeed much inferior to that of the

Europeans, yet the morality and juftice taught and prad:ifed by
them are moft exemplary. And from the defcription given by
fome of thefe good fathers, one fhould be induced to believe, that

the whole Empire was a well-governed affeflionate family, where
the only contefts were, who fliould exert the moft humanity

and beneficence : But our preceding relation of the behavi-

our of the Magiftrates, Merchants and Tradefmen at Can-

ton, fufficlently refutes thefe jefuitical fidions. And as to their

theories of morality, if we may judge from the fpecimens exhi-

bited in the works of the Miffionaries, we ffiall find them folely

employed in recommending ridiculous attachments to certain im-
material points, inftead of difcuffing the proper criterion of human
adtions, and regulating the general condud of mankind to one ano-

ther, on reafonable and equitable principles. Indeed, the only pre-

tenfion of the Chinefe to a more refined morality than their neigh-

bours is founded, not on their integrity or beneficence, but folely

on the affedted evennefs of their demeanor, and their conftant at-

tention to fupprefs all fymptoms of paffiion and violence. But it

muft be confidered, that hypocrify and fraud are often not Icfs mif-

chievous to the general interefts of mankind, than impetuofity and
vehemence of temper : Since thefe, though ufually liable to the
imputation of imprudence, do not exclude fincerity, benevolence

pefolution, nor many other laudable qualities. And perhaps, if this

matter was examined to the bottom, it would appear, that the

calm and patient turn of tlie Chinefe, on which they fo much va-

2 luc
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lue themfelves, and which diftinguifhes the Nation from all others,

is in reality the fource of the moft exceptionable part of their cha-

radler; for it has been often obfer\ed by thofe who have attended

to the nature of mankind, that it is difficult to curb the more ro-

buft and violent paffions, without augmenting, at the fame time,

the force of the felfifh ones : So that the timidity, diffimulation,

and diflionefty of the Chinefe, may, in fome lore, be owing to the

compofure, and external decency, fo univcrfelly prevailing in that

Empire.

Thus much for the general clifpofltion of the people : But I can-

not difmifs this fubjcd, without adding a few words about the Chi-

neje Government, that too having been the fubjed: of boundlefs

panegyric. And on this head 1 muft obferve, that the favourable

accounts often given of their prudent regulations for the adminiftra-

tion of their domeftic aflfairs, are fufficiently confuted by their

tranfadtions with Mr. Anjon : For we have feen that their Ma-
giftrates are corrupt, their people thievifli, and their tribunals crafty

and venal. Nor is the conftitution of the Empire, or the general

orders of the State lefs liable to exception: Since that form of

Government, which does not in the fir/l place provide for the fecu-

rity of the public againft the enterprizes of foieign powers, is cer-j

tainly a moft defedtive inftitution : And yet this populous, this rich

and extenfive country, fo pompoufly celebrated for its refined wif-

dom and policy, was conquered about an age fince by an handful

of Tartars ; and even now, by the cowardice of the inhabitants,

and the want of proper military regulations, it continues expofed

not only to the attempts of any potent State, but to the ravages of

every petty Invader. I have already obferved, on occafion of the

Commodore's difputes with the Chinefe, that the Centurion alone

was an overmatch for all the naval power of that Empire : This

perhaps may appear an extraordinary pofition ; but to render it un-

queftionable, there is exhibited in the annexed plate the draught of

two of the veffels made ufc of by the Chincje. The firft of thefe

marked (A), is a junk of about a hundred and twenty tuns bur-

then.
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then, and was what the Centurion hove down by ; thefe are moft

ufed in the great rivers, though they fotnetinies ferve for fmall coaft-

ing voyages : The other junk marked (B) is about two hundred and

eighty tuns burthen, and is of the fame form with thofe in which
they trade to Cocbhichifia, Mani/a, Batovia and 'Japan, though

fome of their trading vefTels are of a much larger fize ; its head,

which is reprefented at (C) is perfcdly flat ; and when the veflel

is deep laden, the fecond or third plank of this flat furface is oft-

times under water. The marts, fails, and rigging of thefe vefl!els

are ruder than their built ; for their mafts are made of trees, no
otherwife fafliioned than by barking them, and lopping off their

branches. Each ma ft has only two flirouds made of twifted rat-

tan, which arc often both fliifted to the weather- fide ; and the hal-

yard, when the yard is up, ferves inftead of a third fliroud. The
fails are made of matt, flrengthened every three feet by an hori-

zontal rib of bamboo j they run upon the maft with hoops, as is

reprefented in the figure, and when they are lowered down, they

fold upon the deck. Thefe merchantmen carry no cannon ; and it

appears, from this whole defcription, that they are utterly incapa-

ble of refifting any European armed vefl!el. Nor is the State pro-

vided with fhips of confiderable force, or of a better fabric, to pro-

tedt them: For at Canton, where doubdefs their principal naval

power is ftationed, we faw no more than four men of war junks,

of about three hundred tuns burthen, being of the make already

defcribed, and mounted only with eight or ten guns, the largeil of
which did not exceed a four pounder. This may fuffice to give

an idea of the defencelefs flate of the Chinefe Empire. But it is

time to return to the Commodore, whom I left with his two fliips

without the Bocca Tigris, and who, on the 12th of December
anchored before the town of Macao.

Whilft the fhips lay here, the Merchants of Macao finished -

their agreement for the galeon, for which they had ofl^ered 6000
dollars ; this was much {hort of her value, but the impatience of
the Commodore to get to fea, to which the merchants were no

2 fVanger^
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ftrangers, prompted them to infift on fo unequal a bargain. Mr. An-

fon had learnt enough from the EngliJJj at Canton to conjedture,

that the war betwixt Great-Britain and Spain was ftill continued

;

and that probably the French might engage in the affiftance of

Spain, before he could arrive in Great-Britain ; and therefore,

knowing that no intelligence could get to Europe of the prize he

had taken, and the treafure he had on board, till the return of the

merchantmen from Canton^ he was refolved to make all poffible ex-

pedition in getting back, that he might be himfelf the firft mefTen-

ger of his own good fortune, and might thereby prevent the ene-

my from forming any prqjefts to intercept him : For thefe rea-

ons, he, to avoid all delay, accepted of the fum offered for the

galeon ; and fhe being delivered to the Merchants the 1 5th of

December 1743, the Centurion, the fame day, got under fail,

on her return to England. And, on the 3d of 'January, flie came

to an anchor at Prince"$ JJland in the Streights of Sunda, and con-

tinued there wooding and watering till the 8th ; when fhe weighed

and flood for T^he Cape of Good Hope, where, on the i ith of Marchy

(lie anchored in Table-bay.

The Cape of Good Hope is fituated in a temperate climate, where

the exceffes of heat and cold are rarely known ; and the Dutch

inhabitants, who arc numerous, and who here retain their native

induftry, have ftock'd it with prodigious plenty of all fort of fruits

and provilions ; moft of which, either from the equality of the

feafons, or the peculiarity of the foil, are more delicious in their

kind than can be met with elfewhere : So that by thefe, and by the

excellent water which abounds there, this fettlement is the befl:

provided of any in the known world, for the refrefhment of fea-

men after long voyages. Here the Commodore continued till the

beginning of April, highly delighted with the place, which by its

extraordinary accommodations, the healthinels of its air, and the

pidturefque appearance of the country, all enlivened by the addition

of a civilized colony, was not difgraced in an imaginary comparifon

with the vallies of fuan Fernandes, and the lawns of Tinian. Du-
ring
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ring his ftay he entered about forty new men ; and having, by the

3d of u4pril 1744, complcated his water and provifion, he, on that

day, weighed and put to fea; and, the rgth of the fame month,

they faw the Ifland of Saint Helena, which however they did not

touch at, but flood on their way; and, on the loth of June, be-

ing then in foundings, they fpoke with an Engli/h fliip from Am-
Jlerdam bound for 'Philadelphia, whence they received the firfl intel-

ligence of a French war; the twelfth they got fight of the Lizard;
and the fifteenth, in the evening, to their infinite joy, they came
fafe to an ajichor at Spithead. But that the fignal perils which hadfo

often threatened them in the preceding part of the enterprize, might

purfue them to the very lafl:, Mr. Anjon, learnt on his arrival, that

there was a French fleet of confiderable force cruifing in the chops

of the Channel, which, by the account of their pofitfon, he found

the Centurion had run through, and had been all the time concealed

by a fog. Thus was this expedition finiflied, when it had lafted

three years and nine months, after having, by its event, firongly

evinced this important truth, That though prudence, intrepidity,

and perfeverance united, are not exempted from the blows of ad-

verfe fortune
; yet in a long feries of tranfadions, they ufually

rife fuperior to its power, and iii the end rarely fail of proving

fuccefeful.

FINIS.
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