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The EU has some of the world’s highest environmental standards, which
protect nature and people’s quality of life, green the economy and achieve
careful and rational use of natural resources.

Environmental challenges know no boundaries. That is why we must tackle them through cooperation both within the EU and with the

rest of the world.

Protecting the environment and promoting sustainable growth go hand in hand. Environment policy can play a key role in creating jobs
and stimulating investment. Green innovations can be implemented and exported, making Europe more competitive and improving

people’s health and well-being.

What the EU does

The 7" EU environment action pro-
gramme guides the EU'’s environmental
policy until 2020, and sets out a vision
of where the EU should be by 2050. This
includes living in an environment where
nothing is wasted, natural resources are
managed sustainably and biodiversity is
protected, valued and restored.

The programme concentrates action in
three key areas:

e protecting, conserving and enhancing
the EU’s natural capital;

e turning the EU into a re-
source-efficient, green and
competitive low-carbon eco-
nomy; and

» safequarding EU citizens from
environment-related pressures
and risks to health and well-
being.

The EU is working to safequard
natural resources and halt the
decline of endangered species
and habitats. Natura 2000 is a

network of protected natural areas across
the EU, where sustainable human activi-
ties can coexist with rare and vulnerable
species and habitats. Water, air pollution
and chemicals are among people’s top
environmental concerns. To safeguard
people from environment-related pres-
sures and risks to health and well-being,
EU policy aims to guarantee safe drinking
and bathing water, improve air quality,
reduce noise and reduce or eliminate the
effects of harmful chemicals.
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Find out more: https://ec.europa.eu/info/topics/environment_en

0 facebook.com/EUEnvironment

Using materials and resources for as long as
possible, and designing products to be more
durable and easier to reuse and recycle, are
among the goals of the EU’s Circular Eco-
nomy Action Plan. One cornerstone of the
Action Plan is the Plastics Strategy, which
aims to make all plastic packaging in the EU
reusable or recyclable by 2030 and takes ac-
tion to reduce single-use plastics. Rethinking
products’ life cycles will help to manage pre-
cious resources more sustainably, minimise
waste and make Europe more resilient as
regards the supply of raw materials.

Environmental concerns do not
stop at the EU’s borders. As the
world's population continues to
grow, the EU is playing a leading
role in international efforts to pro-
mote sustainable development.
More action is needed to ensure
that air, oceans and other water
resources are kept clean, that land
and ecosystems are used sustai-
nably and that climate change is
kept to manageable levels.

@EU_ENV


http://ec.europa.eu/environment/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/action-programme/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/action-programme/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/natura2000/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/infographics.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/water/water-bathing/index_en.html
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/air/cleaner_air/
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/noise/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/chemicals/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-economy/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/circular-economy/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/waste/plastic_waste.htm
https://ec.europa.eu/info/topics/environment_en
http://bit.ly/2mZsQFt
http://bit.ly/2mZsQFt
https://twitter.com/EU_ENV
https://www.facebook.com/EUEnvironment

Getting in touch
with the EU

ONLINE

Information about the European Union in all the official languages of the EU
is available on the Europa website at: https://europa.eu/european-union/
index_en

IN PERSON

All over the European Union there are hundreds of Europe Direct information
centres. You can find the address of the centre nearest you at:
https://europa.eu/european-union/contact_en

ON THE PHONE OR BY EMAIL
Europe Direct is a service that answers your questions about the European
Union.

You can contact this service:

» by freephone: 00 800 6 7 89 10 11 (certain operators may charge for these
calls),

» at the following standard number: 00 32 2 299 9696 or

» by email via: https://europa.eu/european-union/contact_en

READ ABOUT EUROPE
Publications about the EU are only a click away on the EU Publications website:
https://publications.europa.eu/en/publications

EUROPEAN COMMISSION REPRESENTATIONS

The European Commission has offices (representations) in all the Member
States of the European Union:
https://ec.europa.eu/info/about-european-commission/contact/local-offic-
es-eu-member-countries_en

EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT LIAISON OFFICES

The European Parliament has a liaison office in every Member State of the
European Union:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/at-your-service/en/stay-informed/liaison-of-
fices-in-your-country

EUROPEAN UNION DELEGATIONS
The European Union also has delegations in other parts of the world:
https://eeas.europa.eu/headquarters/headquarters-homepage/area/geo_en
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Questions about the European Union?
Europe Direct can help:
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This factsheet is part of the
publication ‘The European Union:
What it is and what it does’.
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