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How to search for scientific literature 



Science Careers, Adam Ruben, 20 Jan 2016 
How to read a scientific paper 

“Nothing makes you feel stupid quite like  
Reading a scientific journal article.“ 

-Searching for journal articles 
 
-Deciding which articles to read 
 
-Finding the information you want 

Science Careers, Elisabeth Pain, 21 Mar 2016 
How to (seriously) read a scientific paper 

„ Although it is clear that reading 

scientific papers 

Becomes easier with experience, 

the stumbling blocks are real, and 

it is up to each scientist to 

Identify and apply the techniques 

that work best for them.“ 
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Searching the literature 

Keywords vs subject headings search 
 
Keyword and subject searching methods are two widely used ways to effectively find 
items on your topic. They are usually offered to the researcher among other search 
options by any index, database, or online library catalog. There are important 
advantages to both methods; knowing how to use them and how they differ from 
each other will help you retrieve better, more accurate results.  
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Search done by relevance, not by date. To have the newest results use the bar on the left 
 
To search by author, type : author "name" 
 
To search by title: "Title of the article" 
 

Advanced search:  

Searching the literature: google scholar 



Searching the literature: google scholar 

The advanced search allows you to search more precisely.  
Use the articles dated between to limit to specific years. 
Try the authored by search box to see resources by a specific author 
Explore the other search options to see what's most effective for your search: 



PubMed is the definitive source for literature related to health.  This includes topics in 
biology, environmental science, public health, neuroscience, and so forth – it’s a very large, 
broad database.  
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