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Types of	
  Grammar

Primary	
  grammar
‘intuitive’,	
  ‘unconscious’	
  knowledge,	
  understanding	
  
and	
  application

Secondary	
  grammar
‘conscious’,	
  ‘learned’	
  expertise	
  approximating	
  to	
  
primary	
  grammar
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Types of	
  Grammar

Regional	
  variations:

• I	
  have	
  finished	
  already.	
  (BE)
• I	
  finished	
  already.	
  (AE)

• The	
  majority	
  are	
  right.	
  (BE)
• The	
  majority	
  is	
  right.	
  (AE)
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Types of	
  Grammar

Written	
  grammar
• derived	
  from	
  and	
  applied	
  to	
  written	
  representations	
  of	
  a	
  language

Spoken	
  grammar
• derived	
  from	
  and	
  applied	
  to	
  spoken	
  representations	
  of	
  a	
  language
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Types of	
  Grammar

‘Historical’	
  grammar:
• I	
  dare	
  say	
  he	
  hath	
  erred.

‘Contemporary’	
  grammar
• I	
  was	
  like	
  that	
  is	
  well	
  wrong.

‘Non-­‐standard’	
  grammar
• You	
  ain’t right.
• He	
  done	
  it	
  on	
  purpose.

‘Text’	
  language
• Wot	
  U	
  duin 2nite?	
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Descriptive Grammar

All	
  the	
  previous	
  cases	
  are	
  examples	
  of	
  Descriptive	
  
Grammar,	
  which:

• Describes	
  and	
  illustrates	
  how	
  a	
  language	
  is	
  actually	
  exploited	
  in	
  
practice	
  by	
  (both	
  ‘primary’	
  and	
  ‘secondary’	
  grammar)	
  users	
  e.g.	
  
Practical	
  English	
  Usage	
  (Michael	
  Swan)	
  

• Recognises that	
  grammar	
  changes	
  over	
  time

• Recognises that	
  grammar	
  will	
  vary	
  in	
  different	
  historical,	
  
geographic,	
  social	
  etc.	
  contexts
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Prescriptive Grammar

Linguistic	
  formulation	
  is	
  defined	
  by	
  rules:	
  there	
  is	
  a	
  ‘right’	
  and	
  a	
  
‘wrong’	
  form:

• What	
  shall	
  we	
  talk	
  about?
• We	
  need	
  to	
  fully	
  understand	
  the	
  difference.
• Hopefully,	
  we	
  can	
  come	
  to	
  some	
  conclusions.
• We	
  didn’t	
  discover	
  nothing	
  last	
  time.
• If	
  I	
  was	
  you,	
  I	
  would	
  think	
  again

However,	
  these	
  rules	
  might	
  be	
  inappropriate	
  to	
  the	
  language	
  system	
  
to	
  which	
  they	
  are	
  applied.
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Question Forms
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Question Forms
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Subject Questions
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Indirect Questions
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Indirect Questions
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Direct  and  Indirect Yes/No  Questions
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Direct  and  Indirect Information  Questions



M  Hammersley  – 17  Feb  2020

Questions with  Prepositions
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What corrections are  needed?

• When	
  begins	
  the	
  lesson?

• Work	
  you	
  every	
  day?

• Who	
  does	
  the	
  report	
  prepare?

• Where	
  flew	
  the	
  plane?

• Do	
  you	
  have	
  got	
  a	
  brother?
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What corrections are  needed?

• How	
  many	
  people	
  do	
  work	
  here?

• For	
  how	
  long	
  have	
  I	
  to	
  wait?

• Should	
  anything	
  happen,	
  can	
  I	
  ask	
  for	
  help?

• Do	
  you	
  think	
  thy	
  may	
  be	
  right?

• Think	
  you	
  not	
  that	
  it's	
  time	
  to	
  go?


