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Linguistic Devices

• Collocation
• Connotation
• Idioms and	
  Clichés
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COLLOCATION/1

How	
  words	
  are	
  used together:

• to	
  have	
  lunch,	
  make	
  amistake,
• to	
  change your mind
• a	
  loaf	
  of	
  bread,	
  a	
  pint	
  of beer
• utterly depressing
• a	
  beautiful	
  day,	
  view, baby
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COLLOCATION/2

Delexical verbs:

• Take:	
  take	
  a	
  train;	
  take	
  it easy
• Get:	
  get	
  a	
  bus;	
  get married
• Have:	
  have	
  a	
  break;	
  have children
• Make:	
  make	
  an	
  effort;	
  make do
• Do:	
  do	
  exercise;	
  do	
  thedishes
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COLLOCATION/3

Order	
  of	
  expressions	
  in	
  Bi-­‐nominals	
  and Tri-­‐nominals:

• Black	
  and White
• Romeo	
  and Juliet
• Fish	
  and Chips
• Sweet	
  and	
  Sour
• Rough	
  and	
  Smooth	
  -­‐ Ups	
  and Downs

• Blood,	
  Sweat	
  and Tears

• Left,	
  Right	
  and Centre



COLLOCATIONEXAMPLES/1
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COLLOCATIONEXAMPLES/5

Language	
  of Advertising:

• top-­‐quality
• family-­‐size
• chocolate-­‐flavoured
• longer-­‐lasting
• Buy	
  one,	
  get	
  one free
• Value	
  for money
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CONNOTATION/1

• Meaning	
  by	
  reference	
  to	
  a	
  recognisable thing/person
• Meaning	
  by	
  denotation	
  (literal	
  neutral)	
  or	
  connotation	
  (cultural,	
  	
  

associative)

See: http://etymonline.com/index.php
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CONNOTATION/2

Words	
  and	
  expressions	
  which	
  have	
  a	
  particular	
  cultural	
  	
  
significance	
  to	
  speakers	
   of	
  a language:

• Once	
  upon	
  atime
• One	
  giant leap
• 9/11
• Whistleblower
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CONNOTATION/3

The	
  feeling	
   or	
  ideas	
  that	
  are	
  suggested	
  by	
  a	
  word,	
  rather	
  	
  than	
  the	
  
actual	
  meaning	
  of	
  the	
  word.	
  This	
  may	
  vary	
  	
  between users:

• Dog,	
  Lion,	
  Sheep,	
  Wolf, Shark

• Black Cats

• Iron	
  Lady



CONNOTATION/4
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IDIOM

A	
  complex	
  lexical	
  item	
  which	
  is	
  longer	
  than	
  a	
  word form	
  	
  but	
  shorter	
  
than	
  a	
  sentence	
  and	
  which	
  has	
  a	
  meaning	
  	
  that	
  cannot	
  be	
  derived	
  from	
  
the	
  knowledge	
  of	
  its	
  	
  component parts.

A	
  Survey	
  of	
  Modern	
  English,	
  Gramley	
  andPatzold
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IDIOM:  a Classification

Concerned with:

• The	
  individual	
  (kick	
  the bucket)

• The	
  world	
  (going	
  to	
  the dogs)

• Interaction	
  between	
  individuals	
  (lead	
  you	
  up	
  the	
  garden path)

• Interaction	
  between	
  individual	
  and	
  the	
  world	
  (hit	
  the	
  nail	
  on the	
  	
  
head

Pragmatic	
  Classification	
  of	
  Idioms	
  as	
  an	
  Aid	
  for	
  the	
  Language	
  	
  Learner,	
   Elsa Lattey
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CLICHE

Repetition	
  leads	
  to	
  loss	
  of	
  original	
  meaning	
  and sincerity

Clichés	
  often	
  deliberately	
  signposted	
  and	
  exploited	
  by reference	
  	
  and
modification

• Please	
  do	
  not	
  hesitate	
  to	
  contactme.

• It	
  never	
  rains,	
  but	
  it	
  pours	
  (as	
  they say).

• A	
  stone's	
  throw	
  from …

• Long,	
  sandy	
  beaches	
  – sun-­‐drenched bays


