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Prepositional Verbs

Prepositional verbs often produce the logical meaningof the verb + the preposition:
* | went to the head office.
* She cares about the company.
* They believe in the project.
* He was thinking about the suggestion.
* She dealt with the problem.
* This saleresultsin aloss

These verbs are generally formed of an intransitive root verb together with a
preposition, and so become transitive, i.e. they have an object. The object is part of
the prepositional phrase and must always stand after the preposition.

Therefore, prepositional verbs are not separable, and the object cannot stand

between the verb and the preposition):
* | went to the head office. NOT: | went the head office to.
e She cares about the company. NOT: She cares the company about.
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Prepositional Verbs

An adverb can stand between the verb and the preposition:
e She cares deeply about the company.

The preposition can stand at the beginning of a question:
* About what was he thinking?

A relative pronoun can be used after the preposition:
* The problem with which she as dealing was very complex.

The sentence stress (accent/emphasis) falls on the verb not the preposition:
| went to the head office.
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Phrasal Verbs

Phrasal verbs have ‘semantic coherence’, so the meaningis not always the combination
of the verb and the particle. If the phrasal verb is transitive, the object is the object of
the complete verb (root verb + particle):

* Theytookup the offer.

* They put off the decision.

* She worked out a solution.

The object can also stand between the verb and the particle (i.e. the verb is separable):
e Theytookthe offer up.
 They put the decision off.
 She worked out a solution out.

However, if the object is a pronoun it must stand between the verb and the particle:
* Theytookit up. NOT: They took up it.
« Theyputit off. NOT: They put off it.
* She worked it out. NOT: She worked out it.
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Phrasal Verbs

A phrasal verb can also be intransitive (without an object):
* Thebuildingblew up.
* Supplies have run out.
* Prices are going down.

With both transitive and intransitive phrasal verbs, an adverb cannot stand between
the verb and the particle:

e Supplies have slowly run out. NOT: Supplies have run slowly out

* She quickly worked out a solution. NOT: She worked quickly out a solution.

With both transitive and intransitive phrasal verbs, the sentence stress
(accent/emphasis) falls on the particle not on the verb:

* Prices are going down.

* They put the decision off
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Phrasal-Prepositional Verbs

Some verbs have three parts (a multi-part verb): the main verb, a particleand a
preposition:

* | cannotputup with this.

* We lookforwardto hearingfromyou.
* He gets onvery well with us.

* You will haveto face up tothe consequences.
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Prepositional and Phrasal Verbs

Prepositional and phrasal verbs often have a Germanicorigin.

To wait for

To go up

To look at

To put off

To give up

To give up

Prepositional verb

Phrasal verb (intransitive)

Prepositional verb

Phrasal verb (transitive)

Phrasal verb (intransitive)

Phrasal verb (transitive)
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Prepositional and Phrasal Verbs: Origins

These verbs can often be replaced by a single latinate verb. The distinction in useisa
qguestion of register.

To wait for To expect

To look at To observe
To give up To surrender
To give up To quit
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Prepositional Verbs: Usage

Some prepositional verbs use the Germanicverb + preposition form with a Latinate verb.

* The government acceded to the request to modify the law.
* Who will preside overthe meeting?

* Thelawdiscriminates against older people.

* The company will sue fordamages.

* The decisionresultedinadisaster.

M Hammersley— 04 May 2020



Phrasal/Prepositional Verbs: Collocations

Collocation means the way words combine with each other. For example:

* To havelunch

* Black and white

* A beautiful view

e Absolutelydisgusting

So the possible combinations of phrasal and prepositional verbs are also elements of
collocation:

* | wentoverthe plan.
 Shehitupona greatidea.

 Profits went down.
 The price shotup.

* They carried outthe programme.- They carried the programme out.

We must fillin (out) the from. - We must fill the fromin (out).
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Phrasal/Prepositional Verbs: Connotations

Connotation means that words have a particularinterpretationin a given cultural
environment. For example:

« 9/11
* Once uponatime
e Ontheball

So the possible combinations of phrasal and prepositional verbs are also elements of
connotation:

* The meetingkicked off at 10.00. (to begin)

* The curtain hasgone up. (to start)
* Theticked off the items on the order form. (to check and verify)
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Phrasal/Prepositional Verbs: Metaphors

* Followingthe debate, he hitoutat hisopponents.
» The problemhasbeenblown up!
 The supportersfloodedinto the stadium.

* The programme was so interesting|was glued to the TV.

 Stopnosingaround;don’tbesoinquisitive.

| cannotfindthefileat the moment, but| will fish it out.
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Phrasal/Prepositional Verbs: Neologisms

* Youcan find furtherinformationif you scroll down/up.
* Youneedtocheck how manypeople of clickingthrough.

 Watch outfor people phishing for personal information.

» The exercise needsto bedumbed down, itis too difficult.

 The presentation needsto besexed up,itistoo boring.

* | needtotopupmyphone.
 Wejustneed torelaxand chill out for a few moments.

 Thisimpactsonthe result of the analysis. (American English)

M Hammersley— 04 May 2020



Phrasal Nouns

Like phrasal verbs, phrasal nouns consist of a verb combined with s particle. The particle
mav come betore or afer the verb,
phrasai noun  example meaning

standby My wife’s a pilot and she’s on standby over the weekend. ready to be used
We're keeping the old equipment as a standby, in case of emergencies. i necessary

letdown | had been looking forward to the concert for weeks but it turned  disappointment
out to be 2 cerrlblc Ietdown

back-up Neif can prowde technical back «up f you need it support

warm-up The comedian who did the warm-up for the studio audience preparation
oefore the TV programme started was excellent,

onset The match was halted by the onset of rain. saart {of something
unplezsant)

input Try to come ta the meetung wed value your mput contribution

overkill Shall I add sOme maore decorauons to the cake or would rhat be mare of something

averkill? than is needed
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Phrasal Nouns

Sometimes the phrasal noundoes not have a corresponding phrasal
verb:

* Theirexaggerated reaction was an overkill. *to overkill
 The onsetofthe problem was unexpected. * to set on

The spelling may differ between the phrasal verb and the phrasal

noun:
* We will set up the system tomorrow.
* When will you do the system set-up?

Or the form may differ:

* |amstandinginfortheinspector who is away.
* |amthestand-in.
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Phrasal Adjectives

phrasal verb  sczccee example meaning

go on ongoing  We've nad an ongoing pretlem with the one which continugs
computer system,

wear out warn out  Sne was wearing old, wornsout shoes. weak, damaged
through much use

break down  broken- In cur garage we've gat an old broken-down one that has stopped

down fridge. working

However, this is not the case for all such adjectives. We can say ‘thar way of thinking is very
outdated’, bur there 15 no related verb 1o date owt; we can say ‘the restaurant was really
overpriced’, but there 18 no phrasal verb to price 6ver (the verb 1s ‘to overprice’).
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