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Practical information



Course duration:  ANNUAL

Classes on

Mondays 16.00-18.00 room 204     Thursdays 14.00-16.00. room 204

Lettorato Prof.ssa Anna Csaki



Office hours

Mondays 13.00-14.00 room 9 fifth floor old wing

email address for correspondence: elizabethanne.swain@dispes.units.it

email address ONLY for submission of coursework when required: 

elizabeth.swain007@gmail.com

mailto:elizabethanne.swain@dispes.units.it
mailto:elizabeth.swain007@gmail.com


Course page on MOODLE:   

https://moodle2.units.it/course/view.php?id=4668

Password: 
SIDING12019

If you possess one, bring a device – smartphone, tablet,
phablet, laptop – that allows you to download materials from
MOODLE for use in class. This saves PAPER and trees.

If you have a laptop, please bring a pendrive to class, on
which to save your written work.

https://moodle2.units.it/course/view.php?id=4668


TWO OPTIONS FOR EXAM: 

a) by continuous assessment during course
b) by written and oral exam after course



English for university study of international affairs

A SKILLS and TASK-BASED course

Listening Reading                      Grammar
Speaking Writing Vocabulary

Recommended initial level B1
moving up to B2 or above



Can I substitute the course exam Lingua Inglese 1 
with my English language certification (FCE / CAE)?

NO

However, you can get F credits for certifications. Ask
Prof.ssa Giulia Caccamo.

Why can’t I substitute the exam with my FCE/CAE?



This course and its exam are different from those leading to 
certifications in several ways

• All reading and listening texts used are AUTHENTIC
• Focus on comprehension and production of formal or semi-formal (not

colloquial) English
• Emphasis on essay writing (40% of the exam) 
• Focus on subject matter pertaining to international relations and politics
• Focus on aspects of grammar, vocabulary & pronunciation that are 

traditionally problematic for native speakers of Italian and necessary for 
accurate formal writing in the university context
• Functions and tasks: explaining, discussing, analysing, questioning, narrating, 

interpreting ideas, events, actions (not booking tickets for a rock concert J)



Contents:  a skills and task-based course

Listening

Speaking

Reading

Writing

Language (grammar & vocabulary)

on international relations 
topics
for university study
purposes



ALSO: extra work on English translation from French, using
SHORT texts or excerpts

• Comparing French and English language versions of the same text

• Evaluating faulty English translations from French 

• Completing incomplete English translations from French

• Comparing aspects of French and English grammar, vocabulary
and word order



Skills for study of IR in English

Comprehension skills

Listening and Reading for gist and for specific information

Production skills

Writing: a short, academic essay (of about 400-500 words); email 
(lettorato)
Speaking: presenting a short informative or persuasive talk with visual
aids



Listening (and viewing)                          Reading

Documentaries
News programmes
Short arguments
Interviews
Debates
Short explanations of ideas, 
events and processes

News reports
News analyses
Special features
opinion articles
Academic essays



Writing Speaking
(lettorato)

Essays (starting from paragraphs)

Functions in writing:

• explaining how and why
• comparing and contrasting
• sequencing events
• arguing / discussing
• defining
• classifying

Oral presentation using visuals (ppt, 
presi): an explanation of and / or an 
argument around an international affairs
topic

Presentation style: 

• engaging with audience and with topic
Pronunciation: 
• sounds
• word and sentence stress 
• intonation



Grammar Vocabulary
• Time and aspect (past / present / 

future; perfect / continuous)
• Use of the definite and indefinite 

article
• Relative pronouns which/who/that
• Possessive ‘s’
• Punctuation
• Question forms
• Use of connectors to join clauses in 

sentences.
• Reporting speech / referencing

• Wordbuilding: suffixes, prefixes, 
compounding
• False friends & confused word 

pairs
• Guessing the meaning of words
• Causality; possibility; obligation
• Comparison & contrast
• Fields: development; politics; 

law; economics; sociology; 
history; philosophy; geography
• Acronyms / abbreviations in IR



Evaluation by continuous assessment (CA)

• Writing 40% Average grade of two essays submitted within set deadlines: one in
the first, and one in the second term.

• Listening 20% Best of two listening tests in class

• Reading and language 20% one mid-term and one end of course reading, language
(grammar and vocabulary) test. If the mid-term test result is better than the end of
course test result, it can compensate.

• Oral presentation 20% prepared in the lettorato but examined by course instructor
and lettore either during the course, or after the course, on pre-arranged dates or
as ‘appelli parziali’ posted on ESSE3 during exam sessions. The oral presentation
may be individual or – preferably – a group presentation.



Evaluation by continuous assessment (CA) 
continued

NB

• the end of course reading and language test
• the listening test
• the oral presentation

can be assessed either on agreed dates DURING THE COURSE 
PERIOD or as a prova parziale posted on esse3 DURING ONE OF 
THE EXAM SESSIONS (in February, June-July, September 2020); 

The oral presentation can also be taken by special arrangement on
agreed dates in April-May 2020.



20% 1 listening test
40% 1 essay
20% 1 reading, language and email test 
20% 1 oral presentation

The written and oral parts are taken separately, either on the 
same day (a.m. & p.m.) or on separate days. The written exam
lasts about 3 hours. 

Evaluation by exam only



Parameters for evaluation of language:

- accuracy
- fluency
- comprehension / comprehensibility

Other parameters:

- participation and overall performance
- content of essays



SELF-PRESENTATION: A REVIEW OF SOME ERRORS   



A myth to dispel ….

«I study at the Faculty of Diplomatic Sciences at the 
University of Gorizia» 

? 
🤔



The truth …

I’m enrolled in the undergraduate degree course
in International Studies and Diplomacy at the
Department of Political Science, which is taught
on the Gorizia campus of Trieste University



Another myth to dispel ….

«In 2017 I worked in Dublin where for the first time I 
developed my knowledge [of English] in a British

country» 

? 
🤔



The United Kingdom of Great 
Britain (Scotland, England and 
Wales) and Northern Ireland

The British Isles = term of physical
geography used to refer to Great 
Britain, Ireland, the Isle of Man, 
the Hebrides, and over six
thousand other islands

Ireland won its independence in 
1922 after 8 centuries of British
rule. 



I lose a lot of time commuting
on the train

I studied economy and 
informatic at school

I like reading journals

I studied accountability at
high school



I lose a lot of time commuting
on the train

I studied economy and 
informatic at school

I like reading journals

I studied accountability at
high school

I waste a lot of time …

I studied economics and IT / 
computer science

Journals = riviste scientifiche
Giornali = newspapers

I studied accounting / 
accountancy



These are basic information.

A good English is important
for an international career.

I love languages since I was a 
child.

I learned english since I was 3. 

I done lots of debates in class.



These are basic information.

A good English is important for 
an international career.

I love languages since I was a 
child.

I learned english since I was 3. 

I done lots of debates in class.

This is basic information

Good English is important

I have loved languages since I 
was a child

I have been learning English 
since I was three.

I did lots of debates



Abbreviation	
/	symbol	

Type	of	error	 Example	of	mistake	

Art.	 Article	 An	useless	idea.			It	is	a	universal	truth,	that	the	man	
needs	the	food.	A	useless	idea.	It	is	a	universal	truth,	
that	man	needs	food.	

Gr.	 Grammar	 The	law	enforcement’s	job	is	the	police.	Law	
enforcement	is	the	police’s	job,	

P.	 Punctuation	 Many	italian	graduates	are	leaving	italy	for	other	
Countries.	Many	Italian	graduates	are	leaving	Italy	for	
other	countries.	

Prep.	 Preposition	 Under	an	economic	perspective	…	From	an	economic	
perspective		

WW	 Wrong	word	 President	Obama	did	a	speech.	President	Obama	gave	/	
delivered	a	speech.	

Wo	 Word	order	 It	is	necessary	a	solution	to	the	problem.	A	solution	to	
the	problem	is	necessary.	

T	 Tense	 It	has	happened	in	1850.	It	happened	in	1850.	
Sp	 Spelling	 The	recomendation	was	unwise.	The	recommendation	..	
Ref	 Reference	 The	professor	which	lecture	I	attended.	The	professor	

whose	lecture	I	attended.	
Vb	 Wrong	form	of	verb	 He	live	in	Rome.	He	lives	in	Rome.	
R	 Wrong	register	 Anyways	this	is	pretty	tough	to	fix	[in	a	formal	essay].	

This	is	rather	difficult	to	solve,	however.	
	


