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Lesson	5	

• Quick	review	
• Text	definition	

• Reading	and	writing		
• Text	connectors	

November	11,	2020	
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LIST	OF		

CONTRACTIONS		

IN	ENGLISH	



Exercise!	
1.  She	is	from	a	small	town	in	Jersey,	isn’t	she?		
2.  They	aren't	on	their	way	already,	are	they?	
3.  You	don't	like	spicy	food,	do	you?	
4.  David	and	Julie	don't	take	Chinese	classes,	do	they?	
5.  They	need	some	new	clothes,	don’t	they	
6.  You	aren't	from	Brazil,	are	you?		
7.  The	weather	is	really	bad	today,	isn’t	it?	
8.  I'm	not	the	person	with	the	tickets,	am	I?	
9.  	I	like	chocolate	very	much,	don’t	I?	
10.  I	often	come	home	late,	don’t	I?	
11.  It	was	windy	yesterday,	wasn’t	it?	
12.  She'll	come	at	six,	won’t	she?	
13.  He	should	pay	his	bills	on	time,	shouldn’t	he?	
14.  The	baby	ate	all	his	vegetables,	__________	
15.  You	shouldn’t	buy	more	clothes,	_________	
16.  Peter	would	go	with	me	to	the	concert,	_______	
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RULE	
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First	sentence	

Affirmative	

Negative		

Be	forms	
Have	forms	
Auxiliary	verbs	
Modal	verbs	

Other	verbs	

Tag	question	

Negative	

Affirmative	

Be	form	
Have	form	
Auxiliary	form	
Modal	form	

Do	verb	

https://en.wiktionary.org/wiki/Appendix:English_tag_questions#	

A	link	to	every	possible	QT:		



B2	Objectives		
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TEXT	Definition:	

“[A	term]	used	in	linguistics	to	refer	to	any	passage-	
spoken	or	written,	of	whatever	length,	that	does	
form	a	unified	whole	[…]	A	text	is	a	unit	of	language	
in	use.	It	is	not	a	grammatical	unit,	like	a	clause	or	a	
sentence;	and	it	is	not	defined	by	its	size	[…]	A	text	
is	best	regarded	as	a	SEMANTIC	unit;	a	unit	not	of	
form	but	of	meaning.”	

(Halliday	and	Hasan,	1976:	1-2)	
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Text	

• Spoken	or	written	
• Long	or	short	

• Forms	a	unified	whole		
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Our	daily	texts	

news	in	newspapers,	emails	(formal	or	
informal),	sms,	whatsapp	or	telegram	
messages,	posters,	articles	in	magazines	
(sports,	social,	scientific,	etc.);	graffiti;	fortune	
cookies;	post	cards;	recipes,	commercials	and	
so	on	…			
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I ham in love with you! 
11/26/20	 10	Lourdes	Gonzalez-Valera	



11/26/20	 11	Lourdes	Gonzalez-Valera	



Reading	and	writing	complex	
texts	
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Writing	exercise	

1.  Write	down		today’s	date	

2.  Write	3	paragraphs	about	your	day		
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Writing	down	a	date.	
American	and	European	styles			
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Writing	the	date	in	British	English	

We	write	the	date	in	English	in	different	ways.	The	most	common	way	in	British	
English	is	to	write	the	day	of	the	month	first,	then	the	month	(starting	with	a	capital	
letter)	and	then	the	year:	

	 	 	 	 	 	 	19	January	2020	

We	can	also	write	the	date	in	numbers	only:	

	 	19	January	2020		=		19/1/2020			or		19-01-2020		or	19.01.2020	

Sometimes	the	last	two	letters	of	the	number	as	spoken	can	be	used	(th,	rd,	st,	nd):	

	 	Today	is	the	7th	September		The	opening	is	on	1st	June	or	June	1st.	

With	the	exceptions	of	May	and	June,	months	can	be	shortened	as	follows:	
Jan,	Feb,	Mar,	Apr,	Jul,	Aug,	Sept,	Oct,	Nov,	Dec.	
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Writing	the	date	in	American	English:	

In	written	American	English,	the	month	of	the	date	comes	before	the	day	and	year.	
For	example,	Independence	Day	in	the	USA	is	on	July	4th	each	year.	In	the	year	2020	
the	date	was	4/7/2020	(in	British	English).	

	In	American	English	is	written	7/4/2020.	Or	July	4,	2020	

In	Italian	(source:	Treccani):		
4	luglio	2020	
4	luglio	‘20	
4-7-2020	
4.7.2020	
4/7/2020	

Advice:	Use	the	style	that	matches	the	recipient’s:	Is	your	recipient	British	or	
American?		

Note:	Australia	and	New	Zealand	use	British	style	as	well	as	British	ex	colonies.	



12-hour	am-pm	clock	

and	

24-hour	military	time	
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What	about	time?	



																																																														My	day	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	(anonymous	text)	

Exercise:	Try	to	find	the	mistakes	and	correct	them	

I	woke	up	at	7:30	a.m.	today.	After	ten	minutes,	I	had	breakfast	and	I	drank	a	coffee	
with	milk.	Before	going	to	university	I	washed	my	self		and	I	dressed.	
At	8:20	a.m.	I	took	the	car	and	I	went	to	university.	

My	lessons	started	at	9:00	a.m.	The	first	lesson	was	mathematical	analysis.	This	lesson	
was	long	two	hours.	

After	I	followed	the	Geometry	course.	Geometry	lasted	two	hours	too.	This	course	was	
very	boring	today,	also	because	Im	very	tired.	In	fact	I	slept	little	this	night.	I	went	to	
canteen	at	13.00	p.m.	and	I	ate	pizza.	Today	I	had	only	one	hour	of	lunch	break	but	
sometimes	I	have	two	hours.	At	14.00	p.m.	it	started	the	English	lesson.	

At	1600	p.m.	I	will	finish	the	courses	of	English	and	at	18.00	p.m.	I	will	play	football	with	
my	team.	
I’m	going	to	go	in	restaurant	this	evening		but	I’m	not	sure	about	this	yet.	I	hope	I’ll	go	
out	to	dinner	tonight.			
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																																																								My	day	
																																															(anonymous	text)	
Note	the	red	highlighting	

I	woke	up	at	7:30	a.m.	today.	After	ten	minutes,	I	had	breakfast	and	I	drank	a	
coffee	with	milk.	Before	going	to	university	I	washed	my	self		and	I	dressed.	
At	8:20	a.m.	I	took	the	car	and	I	went	to	university.	

My	lessons	started	at	9:00	a.m.	The	first	lesson	was	mathematical	analysis.	This	
lesson	was	long	two	hours.	

After	I	followed	the	Geometry	course.	Geometry	lasted	two	hours	too.	This	course	
was	very	boring	today,	also	because	I.m	very	tired.	In	fact	I	slept	little	this	night.	I	
went	to	canteen	at	13.00	p.m.	and	I	ate	pizza.	Today	I	had	only	one	hour	of	lunch	
break	but	sometimes	I	have	two	hours.	At	14.00	p.m.	it	started	the	English	lesson.	

At	1600	p.m.	I	will	finish	the	courses	of	English	and	at	18.00	p.m.	I	will	play	
football	with	my	team.	
I’m	going	to	go	in	restaurant	this	evening		but	I’m	not	sure	about	this	yet.	I	hope	
I’ll	go	out	to	dinner	tonight.			
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Trieste,	23	October	2019.	
My	day	

(a	better	version)	

I	woke	up	at	7:30	today.	After	ten	minutes,	I	had	breakfast	and	a	coffee	with	milk.	
Before	going	to	the	university	I	washed	and	got	dressed.	
At	8:20	a.m.	I	took	the	car	and	I	went	to	the	university.	

My	lessons	started	at	9:00.	The	first	lesson	was	Mathematical	Analysis.	This	lesson	was	
two-hour	long.	After	that,	I	followed	the	Geometry	course.	Geometry	lasted	two	hours	
too.	This	course	was	very	boring	today,	maybe	because	I	was	very	tired.	In	fact,	I	slept	
very	little	last	night.	

I	went	to	the	canteen	at	13.00	and	had	pizza.	Today	I	had	only	one-hour	lunch	break,	
but	sometimes	I	have	two	hours.	At	14.00	the	English	lesson	started.	

At	16:00	I	will	finish	the	English	course,	and	at	18.00	I	will	play	football	with	my	team.	
I’m	going	to	go	to	a	restaurant	this	evening,	but	I’m	not	sure	about	this	yet.	I	hope	I’ll	
go	out	to	dinner	tonight.	



11/26/20	 Lourdes	Gonzalez-Valera	

We	shal
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We	shou
ld	hav

e	a	co
ffee	b

reak,	
shoul

dn’t	w
e?	

I	shall	not	=	I	shan’t	
I	will	not	=	I	won’t	
I	should	not	=	I	shouldn’t	
I	would	not	=	I	wouldn’t	
You	are	not	=	you	aren’t	
I	shall,	you	will	=	I’ll,	you’ll		



Trieste,	23	October	2019.	

		My	day	
(a	better	version)	

I	woke	up	at	7:30	today.	After	ten	minutes,	I	had	breakfast	and	a	coffee	with	milk.	Before	
going	to	the	university	I	washed	myself		and	I	got	dressed.	
At	8:20	a.m.	I	took	the	car	and	I	went	to	the	university.	

My	lessons	started	at	9:00.	The	first	lesson	was	Mathematical	Analysis.	This	lesson	was	
two-hours	long.	

After	that,	I	followed	the	Geometry	course.	Geometry	lasted	two	hours	too.	This	course	
was	very	boring	today,	maybe	because	I	was	very	tired.	In	fact	I	slept	very	little	last	night.	
I	went	to	the	canteen	at	13.00	and	I	ate	pizza.	Today	I	had	only	one	hour	lunch	break,	but	
sometimes	I	have	two	hours.	At	14.00	the	English	lesson	started.	

At	16:00	I	will	finish	the	English	course,	and	at	18.00	I	will	play	football	with	my	team.	
I’m	going	to	go	to	a	restaurant	this	evening,		but	I’m	not	sure	about	this	yet.	I	hope	to	go	
out	to	dinner	tonight.			
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Reading		

Reading	is	a	complex	cognitive	process	of	
decoding	symbols	to	derive	meaning.	It	is	a	form	of	
language	processing.	

Success	in	this	process	is	measured	as	reading	
comprehension.		

Reading	is	a	means	for	language	acquisition,	
communication,	and	sharing	information	and	ideas.	
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The	Economist.	September	1st-7th	2018

BRAIN	SCAN		Satoshi	Nakamoto

Bitcoin’s	enigmatic	creator	may	never	be	identified.

ON	 PAPER—or	 at	 least	 on	 the	blockchain—Satoshi	 Nakamoto	 is	 one	 of	 the	 richest	

people	on	 the	planet.	 Bitcoin	 is	a	 semi-anonymous	 currency	 and	Mr	Nakamoto	 is	 a	

pseudonymous	person,	so	 it	 is	hard	to	 be	sure;	but	he	is	generally	reckoned	to	own	

around	1.1m	 bitcoin,	 or	around	5%	 of	 the	total	 number	 that	will	 ever	 exist.	 When	

bitcoin	hit	its	peak	of	over	$19,000,	that	made	him	worth	around	$20bn.

But	Mr	Nakamoto,	though	actively	involved	with	his	brainchild	in	its	early	history,	has	

been	silent	 since	2011.	 An	army	of	amateur	detectives	has	been	trying	to	work	out	

who	he	really	is,	 but	there	is	frustratingly	little	to	go	on.	While	developing	bitcoin	he	

claimed	to	 be	male,	 in	his	 late	30s	 and	living	 in	Japan,	 but	even	that	 information	is	

suspect.	There	are	indications	that	he	may	have	lived	in	an	American	time	zone,	but	

his	English	occasionally	contains	British	idioms.	 Some	of	his	goldbug-like	comments	

about	 central	 banks	 that	 “debase	 the	 currency”	and	 the	 evils	 of	 fractional-reserve	

banking	 led	early	cyber-libertarian	bitcoin	enthusiasts	 to	 claim	him	 as	 one	of	 their	

own.	 One	thing	 is	certain:	he	values	his	privacy.	 To	register	Bitcoin.org	he	used	Tor,	

an	 online	 track-covering	 tool	 used	 by	 black-marketeers,	 journalists	 and	 political	

dissidents.
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Exercise:		

Analysis	of	the	text	Brain	
Scan	Satoshi	Nakamoto.	

A	photocopy	of	this	text	
was	handed	out	in	class.		



Connectors	

or	

Discourse	
markers	
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Colour	legend	of	analysed	text:	

:	New	vocabulary	

Green:	the	discourse	markers	that	“glue	together”	the	elements	in	a		
text.	

Blue:	Multiple	adjectives	+	nouns	phrases.		


