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Lesson	7	

Scholarly	texts	(cont.)	
• 	formal	letters	(review)	
• 	articles	
• 	scientific	articles	(papers)	
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Important!	

Dic	2:	
Semester	ends.	A	trial	multiple-choice	test	will	be	
administered	and	discussed	in	class.						

Dic	11:			1st		on-line	call	(primo	appello)	at	16:15-16:45	(	30	
min)	

Jan	2021:			2nd		call.	Date	to	be	determined.	
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Review	of	scholarly	texts	

• 		Work	email	
• 		Résumé	
• 		Curriculum	Vitae		
• 		Paper	
• 		Thesis	/	Dissertation	
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Papers, theses and dissertations  
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Trieste 
Research:  

SISSA, 
ICTP, 
University of 
Trieste  
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Papers from the Wireless ICTP Laboratory 

Wireless Laboratory objectives: 

Provide reliable and sustainable wireless solutions to help 
foster science and research in Developing Countries. 

Organize training activities on state-of-the-art wireless 
technologies. 

Setup collaborations with academic partners and international 
organizations. 
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Theses and Dissertations 



A	thesis	or	dissertation	is	a	document	submitted	in	
support	of	candidature	for	an	academic	degree	or	
professional	qualification	presenting	the	author's	
research	and	findings.	

	In	some	contexts,	the	word	"thesis"	or	a	cognate	is	
used	for	part	of	a	bachelor's	or	master's	course,	while	
"dissertation"	is	normally	applied	to	a	doctorate,	while	
in	other	contexts,	the	reverse	is	true.		

The	term	graduate	thesis	is	sometimes	used	to	refer	
to	both	master's	theses	and	doctoral	dissertations.	

Definition	
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The	term	"thesis"	comes	from	the	Greek	
θέσις,	meaning	"something	put	forth",	and	
refers	to	an	intellectual	proposition.		

"Dissertation"	comes	from	the	Latin	
dissertātiō,	meaning	"discussion".	

Etymology	
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https://www.grad.ubc.ca/handbook-graduate-supervision/graduate-
thesis	
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https://www.grad.ubc.ca/handbook-graduate-supervision/graduate-thesis	
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https://www.grad.ubc.ca/handbook-graduate-supervision/graduate-thesis	
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In	Italy	
In	Italy	there	are	normally	three	types	of	thesis.	In	order	of	
complexity:	

• 		One	for	the	Laurea	(equivalent	to	the	UK	Bachelor's	Degree),		
• 		another	one	for	the	Laurea	Magistrale	(equivalent	to	the	UK	

	Master's	Degree),		
• 		and	then	a	thesis	to	complete	the	Dottorato	di	Ricerca	(PhD).		

Thesis	requirements	vary	greatly	between	degrees	and	disciplines,	
ranging	from	as	low	as	3	–	4	ECTS	(European	Credit	Transfer	
System)	credits	to	more	than	30.		

Thesis	work	is	mandatory	for	the	completion	of	a	degree.	
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M.Sc.		
Master	of	Science	<	lat.	Magister	Scientiæ	
Laurea	Magistrale	
M.A.		Master	of	Arts.		

Ph.D.		
Philosphiae	Doctor.	Dottorato	di	Ricerca	

A.	B.	D.		(All	But	Dissertation)	
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Time	is	not	of	the	essence!	



Planning	

1. Who	is	this	writing	for?						AUDIENCE	

2. What	do	I	want	to	say								CONTENT	

3. Why	do	I	want	to	say	it?				MOTIVATION	

Based	on:	HarperCollins.	Writing	(Collins	Webster’s	Easy	Learning)	.	
HarperCollins	Publishers.	2011.	Kindle	Edition.			

12/7/20	 Lourdes	E.	Gonzalez	Valera	 26	



Planning	

1. 	Why	do	I	want	to	say	it?				MOTIVATION	

2. 		Who	is	this	writing	for?						AUDIENCE	

3. 		What	do	I	want	to	say								CONTENT	

Based	on:	HarperCollins.	Writing	(Collins	Webster’s	Easy	Learning)	.	
HarperCollins	Publishers.	2011.	Kindle	Edition.			

12/7/20	 Lourdes	E.	Gonzalez	Valera	 27	



12/7/20	 Lourdes	E.	Gonzalez	Valera	 28	

Dissertations	normally	report	on	a	research	
project	or	study,	or	an	extended	analysis	of	a	
topic.		

The	structure	of	a	thesis	or	dissertation	
explains	the	purpose,	the	previous	research	
literature	impinging	on	the	topic	of	the	study,	
the	methods	used,	and	the	findings	of	the	
project.	

Graduate	Thesis	or	Dissertations	
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	Most	world	universities	use	a	multiple	chapter	format	:		

a)  an	introduction,	which	introduces	the	research	topic,	the	
methodology,	as	well	as	its	scope	and	significance;		

b)  a	literature	review,	reviewing	relevant	literature	and	
showing	how	this	has	informed	the	research	issue;		

c)  a	methodology	chapter,	explaining	how	the	research	has	
been	designed	and	why	the	research	methods/
population/data	collection	and	analysis	being	used	have	
been	chosen.	

Thomas,	Gary	(2009)	Your	Research	Project.	Thousand	Oaks:	Sage.	

Structure	(1)	
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d)	a	findings	chapter,	outlining	the	findings	of	the	
research	itself;		

e)	an	analysis	and	discussion	chapter,	analysing	
the	findings	and	discussing	them	in	the	context	
of	the	literature	review	(this	chapter	is	often	
divided	into	two—analysis	and	discussion);		

f)	a	conclusion	

Thomas,	Gary	(2009)	Your	Research	Project.	Thousand	Oaks:	Sage.	

Structure	(2)	



12/7/20	 Lourdes	E.	Gonzalez	Valera	 31	


