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READING IS 
SKIMMING AND SCANNING

EXPLORATION

IMPATIENCE/SPEED

SELECTION

MEMORY



Immagine: http://www.mestierediscrivere.com/articolo/letturaweb_nielsen

Organize each paragraph around core concepts



POINT FIRST PARAGRAPH



POINT LAST PARAGRAPH



THE IMPORTANCE OF STARTING A NEW PARAGRAPH

«Using white space helps the reader process the information in the story/work, 
gives their eyes a break and keeps them interested. Look at each page as if it were a 
work of art.

Some sentences will have more impact on their own.

Other sentences need more information and will evolve into a long paragraph of vital
information. […] [K]eep in mind that the longer the paragraph, the more chance that
someone will skip it. Our eyes tend to naturally look for white space.

And the sentences closest to the white space are the ones most remembered»

By Cheryl Kaye Tardif



LONG FORM

vs

SHORT FORM 
(NEWS)



https://www.bbc.com/news/uk-england-hampshire-54250125



HOW DOES NEWS ABOUT A PIECE OF 
RESEARCH USUALLY COME UP?



HOW DOES NEWS ABOUT A PIECE OF 
RESEARCH COME UP?

A SCIENTIFIC 
PUBLICATION A PRESS RELEASE THE MASS MEDIA





NEWS VALUE

NOVELTY

EMOTION

IMPACT
PROXIMITY TIMELINESS

CONFLICTS
STORIES/PEOPLE



WHY IS THE SHORT FORMAT A GOOD 
EXERCISE TO DO?



WHY IS THE SHORT FORMAT A GOOD 
EXERCISE TO DO?

BECAUSE IT SUMMARIZES SOME 
CRUCIAL CONCEPTS OF 

COMMUNICATION



STRUCTURE

FIRST SENTENCES

FIRST PARAGRAPH (LEAD)

TITLE (CATCHY, SHORT AND CLEAR)

OTHER PARAGRAPHS 



FIRST PARAGRAPH

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipisci elit, 
sed eiusmod tempor incidunt ut labore et dolore 
magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis
nostrum exercitationem ullam corporis suscipit
laboriosam, nisi ut aliquid ex ea commodi
consequatur. 

Excepteur sint obcaecat cupiditat non proident, sunt
in culpa qui officia deserunt mollit anim id est 
laborum. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipisci elit, sed eiusmod tempor incidunt ut labore et
dolore magna aliqua.

Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrum 
exercitationem ullam corporis suscipit laboriosam, 
nisi ut aliquid ex ea commodi consequatur. Quis aute
iure reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum dolore 
eu fugiat nulla pariatur.

Excepteur sint obcaecat cupiditat non proident, sunt
in culpa qui officia deserunt mollit anim id est 
laborum……

Lorem ipsum dolor sit 
Quis aute iure reprehenderit in voluptate velit
esse.

THE LEAD

Informative

Appealing

Self-sufficient



OTHER PARAGRAPHS

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipisci elit, 
sed eiusmod tempor incidunt ut labore et dolore 
magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis
nostrum exercitationem ullam corporis suscipit
laboriosam, nisi ut aliquid ex ea commodi
consequatur. 

Excepteur sint obcaecat cupiditat non proident, sunt
in culpa qui officia deserunt mollit anim id est 
laborum. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipisci elit, sed eiusmod tempor incidunt ut labore et
dolore magna aliqua.

Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrum 
exercitationem ullam corporis suscipit laboriosam, 
nisi ut aliquid ex ea commodi consequatur. Quis aute
iure reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum dolore 
eu fugiat nulla pariatur.

Excepteur sint obcaecat cupiditat non proident, sunt
in culpa qui officia Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis
nostrum exercitationem deserunt mollit anim id est 
laborum……

Lorem ipsum dolor sit 
Quis aute iure reprehenderit in voluptate velit
esse.

THE REST OF THE TEXT

Give more information

Data/explanation/details

Declining
importance…



OTHER PARAGRAPHS

Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur adipisci elit, 
sed eiusmod tempor incidunt ut labore et dolore 
magna aliqua. Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis
nostrum exercitationem ullam corporis suscipit
laboriosam, nisi ut aliquid ex ea commodi
consequatur. 

Excepteur sint obcaecat cupiditat non proident, sunt
in culpa qui officia deserunt mollit anim id est 
laborum. Lorem ipsum dolor sit amet, consectetur
adipisci elit, sed eiusmod tempor incidunt ut labore et
dolore magna aliqua.

Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis nostrum 
exercitationem ullam corporis suscipit laboriosam, 
nisi ut aliquid ex ea commodi consequatur. Quis aute
iure reprehenderit in voluptate velit esse cillum dolore 
eu fugiat nulla pariatur. 

Excepteur sint obcaecat cupiditat non proident, sunt
in culpa qui officia Ut enim ad minim veniam, quis
nostrum exercitationem deserunt mollit anim id est 
laborum……

Lorem ipsum dolor sit 
Quis aute iure reprehenderit in voluptate velit
esse.

THE CONCLUSION

Future perspectives

Possible application

Additional information…

A final quote…



LEAD

EXPLANATION

CONCLUSIONS

STRUCTURE CONTENT HIERARCHY 

SHORT  FORMAT



CONCLUSIONS

EXPLANATION

LEAD

SHORT  FORMAT

https://www.nngroup.com/articles/f-shaped-pattern-reading-web-content/



MECHANICS OF WRITING

SOME GENERAL RULES



- MAKE IT SIMPLE (in content and style)

- SELECT THE STUFF

- AVOID JARGON (or explain)



- USE EXAMPLES AND METAPHORS

- DON’T DWELL ON TECHNICAL ASPECTS

- DON’T BE POMPOUS



- SHORTEN YOUR SENTENCES

- DON’T DWELL ON SECONDARY CLOSES

- DIVIDE THE TEXT INTO PARAGRAPH



“We notice language when it’s awkward 
and may blame ourselves for not being 
smart enough to figure it out.

When the writing is good, we notice the 
ideas and the data”



EXERCISE 

Go to the website www.eurekalert.org and choose one of the press-releases 
you can find there. Read it and highlight the most important information there 
reported.

Write a short article (1300 characters spaces included) for the science section 
of an online news website. 

Let’s move on to practice


