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A The statue of Indro Montanelli has been vandalised after becoming a flashpoint in
Italy's Black Lives Matter protests.
Photograph: Andrea Fasani/EPA

Milan’s mayor has rejected calls to remove a statue from a public park of an
Italian journalist who acknowledged having bought a 12-year-old Eritrean girl
to be his wife during Italy’s colonial occupation in the 1930s.

Giuseppe Sala said in a Facebook video that he was perplexed by “the
lightness” with which Indro Montanelli had confessed to buying the child
from her father, in a widely circulated video of a 1969 talkshow appearance,
but said “lives should be judged in their totality” and he believed the statue
should stay.

“Montanelli was more than that. He was a great journalist, a journalist who
fought for the liberty of the state, an independent journalist. Maybe for these
reasons he was shot in the legs,” Sala said, referring to a 1977 attack on
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scrawled “racist” and “rapist” on the base - the first time Montanelli’s past
has faced a serious reckoning.
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end of his days said with pride that he bought and married an Eritrean child
of 12 years to turn her into a sex slave during the fascist regime’s aggression
against Ethiopia,” the anti-fascist I Sentinelli group said on social media.

Montanelli, who died in 2001 aged 92, chronicled contemporary Italy from its
colonial era through fascism, the postwar reconstruction and the anti-
corruption scandals that overturned Italy’s political class in the 1990s.

He worked for many years at Corriere della Sera, before becoming the
founding editor of Silvio Berlusconi’s Il Giornale.

Initially a proud fascist, Montanelli later distanced himself from Mussolini
and was arrested by the Nazis in 1944 during the occupation of Italy, avoiding
execution thanks to a cardinal’s intervention. His prison experiences inspired
a story, Il Generale della Rovere, which was later filmed by Roberto Rossellini
and won the Venice Golden Lion in 1959.

He freely acknowledged his relationship with the girl, named Desta, on
several occasions. “I think I chose well. She was a beautiful girl of 12 years,”
Montanelli told the talkshow in 1969, adding a with a smile: “Excuse me. But
in Africa it was another thing.”

An Eritrean-born journalist, Elvira Banotti, who was in the audience,
challenged his romantic account, accusing him of rape and of “violent”
colonialist behaviour. He defended himself, saying there was no rape because
girls in Eritrea married at the age of 12, but acknowledged it would have been
considered rape in Europe. “What difference is there physically, or
psychologically?” Banotti then replied.
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... joining us from Italy, we have a small favour to ask. Millions are flocking
to the Guardian for quality news every day. We believe everyone deserves
access to factual information, and analysis that has authority and integrity.
That’s why, unlike many others, we made a choice: to keep Guardian
reporting open for all, regardless of where they live or what they can afford

to pay.

As an open, independent news organisation we investigate, interrogate and
expose the actions of those in power, without fear. With no shareholders or
billionaire owner, our journalism is free from political and commercial bias -
this makes us different. We can give a voice to the oppressed and neglected,
and stand in solidarity with those who are calling for a fairer future. With
your help we can make a difference.

We’re determined to provide journalism that helps each of us better
understand the world, and take actions that challenge, unite, and inspire
change - in times of crisis and beyond. Our work would not be possible
without our readers, who now support our work from 180 countries around
the world.

But news organisations are facing an existential threat. With advertising
revenues plummeting, the Guardian risks losing a major source of its
funding. More than ever before, we’re reliant on financial support from
readers to fill the gap. Your support keeps us independent, open, and means
we can maintain our high quality reporting - investigating, disentangling
and interrogating.

Every reader contribution, however big or small, is so valuable for our
future. Support the Guardian from as little as €1 - and it only takes a
minute. Thank you.
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