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Stoieks aii"i,td rl ovilrs

Definition. 'stocks' and 'fllws' ars l)asic demographic cancepts used t0 a{talyse attd
understand miEratian wlcesses in a country ar regian. lwigration stltks are the
numhers af migrafits living in a caLtntry 0r rcgilfi at a gi/en paint in time. frltigratian
flows are the nurnber 0f migrants ente{iilg ar leaving a cluntry 0r rcgian tluring a
specifÌc periad af time.

'fhe concepts of migraiion stcicks and flor,r,s en'Lerged rvhen nation-statr.s startecj to
measure anti analvse the {èarrrres o{tthe pooulation lir.ing in their territories.'l'hev
ar:e closely reiated to inethods of identilying inrjii,iriuals [e.g. passports, resi<1ercr:
permits and border controlsl ancl statisticaj instrr.rr.nents [the censui and thc popu_
lation registersl that enrergr,-rl in H,uropean and North Àmerican countries in rìre
eìghteenth afld nineteerttlr centr.rries. As nrodern n:ltir:n-statr.s rt,ert constructeci,
tltese tor:ls u'cre usecl bv goi'ernments to specify r,r.ho cou[] henefit froir rve[{ar.,:
ancl u'ho had to piìy ta-xes. In the corrte:t of nileteenth-centurv Europear lvars,
these instri;ments lverr. also desigletl to ker:p foreigners.rrdr,. r,rrr,.,illalce
[Noiliel 1998; Torpt'),]{t( t( il N{olc gr.reralll, the emerlience of migration stocks
arrd {'lor,r's as cor.icepts is relrtt,,l to thc constiuction of the,national,as a categor},
of idr:nti[ìcation bl, states, ,,r.ho aimed to distinguish citizens iiorn fore;gneri.
FLanc.' \\,'rìs orÌe of thr: 1ìrst Europeair countries to use clata clf this sort to mal<e rn'inventory'cif foreigners lii,irg ir-l its territory.'fhe first offìciai measurerilents of an
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immigrant stock included the 1851 census (Silberman 1992), which estimated
that immigrants were 1 per cent of the population living in the French territory. In
the USA, the 1850 census established thx9.7 per cent of the population living in
the territory were immigrants [Thernstrom 1992).

Today, the measurement of immigration stocks and flows is also used to observe
trends in the composition and growth (or decline) of the population living in a

country. These statistics also relate to more generai pohtical and ideoiogical issues.

Massey argues that the measurement of migration is related to issues of identity,
citizenship, belonging, and entitlement' and that'an internationai move is much
more than a demographic fact, therefore; it Ìs a social, economig and political
event with strong and often competing interests in how it is delìned and measured'
(2010b: 126J. Figures on migration stocks arfd flows are used to de{ine general

orientations in policies related to immigration and citizenship. These indicators can

also influence the orientation offoreign policies (as when one country experiences
significant immigration inflows from another) or affirmative action policies in the
countries that implement them. As observed by scholars drawing on the concept
of cumulative causation, the directions and strength of migration flows connect to
the features of migration stocks. The existence of a signiffcant migration stock
originating in a specific region usually leads to the self-perpetuation of the flow
that produced it. Figures on migration stocks are thus used to estimate the charac-
teristics of future migration flows in a country, and so to analyse the evolution of
its population in the long term.

The measurement of migration stocks and flows depends on definitions of
migration, because those definitions determine who can be counted as a migrant.
The task of de{ìnition raises many dif{ìcultles for demographers and others who
'measure' migration. For example, how do we distinguish immigrants from tour-
istsT How do we distinguish immigrants from border workers (those living in a

country and crossing the border every day to work in another country)? Should we
count foreign-born naturalized citizens as immigrants? Definitions of 'migrants'
can vary across countries and over time. The majority of countries in the
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD - a'club' of
the world's weaithiest countries) define the immigrant population by country of
origin/birth (e.g. Australia, Canada, the Nethedands, the United Kingdom and the
United StatesJ; others use citizenship or nationality as the key criterion [e.g.
France, Germany, Japan and SpainJ. These differences have major implications for
measuring immigration. For examplg in the first set of countries ffgures on migrant
stocls include immigrants who have become citizens, while in the second group
migration statistics do not include naturalized citizens. Depending on legislation
regarding citizenship and natsralization, the second group can aiso include chil-
dren and grandchiidren of immigrants in the migration stock, i.e., if it is difficult
for them to gain citizenship/nationality. .A.gain, these approaches can change: in
Germany until the end of the 1990s, most descendants of immigrants did not have
German nationality (even if born in Germany) and were therefore immigrants -
but acquiring German nationality subsequently became signifìcantly easier, with
direct implications for the evolution of data on immigrants.
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A deeper analysis of migration stocks and flolvs requires distinguishii.rg betr,r,een
clifferent categories of migrants: migrant u,orkers, refigees, international students
arld iong-term vs. short-term migrants. Again, therre are challenges here for denrog-
raphers. For example, holr. can rve distinguish a migrant rvorker from a nigrant
student rvhen an individrral u,orks part-time and,/or r,vishes to remain arid work in
the country after cornpleting their studiesi What is the duratiorr of stay that clis-
tingr:ishes a long-term migrant from a short-te.rm migrantT Here as rvell, defili-
tions of these categories can vary across countries and orrer time. ror example,
since the end of the 1980s, most European countries have changed their deFinition
of 'refugees' aird established a set of r.ier,l. criteria f or granting this status.
corsequently, :rn increasing numher of asirlr-rm seekers cor:1d r.rot enter the terri-
tory sf these countries as refugees,'iud this specifìc nrigration flow. has decreased
in relative terms 0-egor-rx 20Ì2J. These difficulties also applir 16 researchers lr,ho
rvish to compare migration fior'r,s in difl-erent countries, a point allparent ir-r a dis-
cussion of ho."r, to delìne 'foreign workers' [Bartrarn Z0lZ).

Internatiorral organizations such as thc. LJnited ir-ations, the Europear-r Union ancl
the OECD hal'e macle cclnsiderable effbrts to harmonize definitior-rs of rnigration
stocks and florvs across couirtries" ln 1976, the UN Statistics l)ivision publishecl
Recontrnenclalions ott Statistics of Intentational Migra.tion {revisecl in l99Bl and pr,.r-
vided some basic defìnitions that can serve as references. It is thus recorrmended
to define a rnigrant on the basis of country of resiclence rather than of cìtizenship:
'an internatior.ral migrant is clefinecl as anv person rvho changes his or her countrv
of risr-ral residence' fUnited N:rtions 1998: B4J. Frorn this perspect:ive, the migra-
tion stock is defìned as

the sct oi pe rsorts u'htt h ave evcr changeci their country of ustial rcsiclencc, thrr is to sar',

Persolls u'lro have spcnt at least one Yciu'oftheir liles in a countrl. othcr than tfie 6ne i1
ri'hich ther' lived ar the tiuc rlìe dara are garhereci. (Unitcci Nations 199g: 1g)

For defir-ring rnigration flor,vs, ir is recommended to distinguish iong-term migrants
('a person mol.ing, out of his us,"ral country of residence for a period of at least
tr'velve n-ronths'] irom short-term migrants ['r person rnoving out of his usual
country of residerce lbr a period of at least three months but less than tr,velve
months'). Based on these defìnitions, the L]|'I calculated tl-rat the intenrarional
rnigration stock in the u,orld r.r,as 155,518,065 in 1990, and I95,245,.40.1 in 2005
(2.9 and 3.i per cent of the global population, respectivelyJ [lJnited Nations
2009). Migratiorr stocl<s have increased signilicantll, in ìJurope and North America
since ì990: migrants \\rere 6.9 per cent of the Europear.r popirlatior-r in 1990 ancl
B.B per cent in 2005; they',vere 9.8 per cent of the North American population in
1990 and 13.6 per ct-.nt in 2005 (Llnited Natiolrs 20091.

Challenges of defining migration stocks and flor,vs are coupied with difficulties of
tiata collection. Fbr example, in many countries, data on infloivs are collected at the
border, r,vhen a migrant enters the couotry. F{or,l,ever, these data reflect the declared
intention to stay irnd not necessarily the actual stay ir1 a countr),,. For example, an
ir-nn-rigrant call state an inteutioll to enter the countrv as a student but then iook ibr



a job and even abandon their studies completely. Alsg a migrant can enter the coun-

try as a tourist or short-term migrant and then decide to remain in the country after

the legal period ofstay has expired. These difftculties also relate to the data collected

within the country. In particulaq although some estimates exist [e.g. the Clandestino

project), it is usually very difficult to know with any real precision the number of
undocumented migrants living in a country.

Deffnitions of migration stocks and flows can also vary signilìcantly beyond the

contributions of researchers and government agencies. \Mhen the mass media,

political leaders and various social groups discuss migration, definitions are typically
quite vague. The media in the UK often use tte terms 'migrants', 'ethnic minorities'

or 'asylum seekers' in an interchangeable way [Baker et al. 2008J. Also, pubhc dls-

coufse tends to focus on certain categories of migrants: asylum seekers, low-skilled

workers and undocumented migrants tend to 'count' more than other types of
migrants such as students or high-skilled workers [Anderson and Blinder 201l). It
is aiso interesting to note that people who move from an industrialized countfy are

often referred to as 'expatriates' rather than 'migrants' - but this term is never used

when refering to people who immigrate from a poorer country. Public surveys may

add to this confusion: some surveys do not present a definition of the term migran!
while others refer to a vague and sometimes even incorrect definition (Anderson

and Blinder 2011).

See also: Migration networks Undocumented (illegal) migration
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Mnuilffie ufltunafl[snn

Definition: An 'orientation'to immigration that embraces difference and diversiA; it
is in certain respects the opposite of an expectation that immigrants should and will

assimilate.
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