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FGM and WHO

MUTILATIONS VS MODIFICATIONS

GENITALS' CULTURAL CONSTRUCTION 

A CASE STUDY FROM NORWAY

AGAINST CULTURAL DETERMINISM 

CONCLUSION
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WELCOME TO
TODAY'S CLASS!

Today's Agenda
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UNDERSTANDING
THE LESSON

 

Questioning the FGM definition 

Understanding how anthropology can be
helpful in the understanding of local
meanings

Going beyond the
WHO/humanitarian/Human Rights'
definition of the FGM

03



WHO'S FMG TYPOLOGICAL
CLASSIFICATIONS
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FMG'S INFOGRAPHICS
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Why mutilations?

Question 01

QUESTIONING
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 Why reductive

modifications/alterations

together with expansive

modifications/alterations?

Question 02

Why only Africa/the

Southern emishpere?

Question 03



LET'S
DISCUSS AND
ANALYZE
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Mutilations VS modifications

Judgmental  and punishing

attitude

Ethnocentric gaze

Question

Reductive VS expansive

modifications

Beauty standards

Body modifications

Question

Men circumcisions VS

feminine mutilations?

Vaginoplasty and Vaginal

Rejuvenation VS Mutilations 

Double standards implied

Question



CULTURAL
CONSTRUCTION
OF THE GENITALS
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Beauty standards

Cultural values

Local cosmologies



R. Elise B. Johansen 2006. “Care for infibulated women

giving birth in Norway: an anthropological analysis on

health workers’ management of a medically and

culturally unfamiliar issue”. Medical Anthropology

Quarterly, 20(4): 516-544.

A CASE STUDY
FROM NORWAY
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Health care personnel's

(mis)communication with

infibulated women 

Naturalization of the body and

taken for granted values 

De-infibulation and re-infibulation



CULTURE

CULTURAL COMPREHENSION AND

APPRECIATION 

VS
CULTURAL DETERMINISM
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