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BIOMEDIGINE AND LOGAL PRAGTIGES

= At the basis of the local practices remains the idea of a person as a knot in a natural
and supernatural net

= The idea of iliness as a consequence of a broken equilibrium or of sorcery

= The need to act according to the rules of the community in order not to lose one’s social
capital

= the need to preserve a ritual/religious/spiritual dimension in order to give the ill person
the possibility to be rehabilitated in her/his own original community

OTHER QUESTIONS...

How many and which biomedicines have come across with the traditional and local
ways of understanding illness and disease?

Which is the role reserved to local medicine and biomedicine in a given context?
Which is the level of education of that given community?

Which is the level of ‘erosion’ of traditions in a given context?



THE IMPORTANGE OF
HABITUS

INDIVIDUALISTIC .

derives the actual
VS possibility of
HOLISTIC SOCIETIES making

independent
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from societies’

GOING AGAINST HABITUS

GO AGAINST SOCIAL CONSENSUS;

GOING AGAINST SOCIAL
CONSENSUS

TO LOOSE ONE’S SOCIAL CAPITAL

Habitus is composed of... “[s]ystems of
durable, transposable dispositions, structured
structures predisposed to function as
structuring structures, that is, as principles which
generate and organize practices and
representations that can be objectively adapted

to their outcomes without presupposing a
conscious aiming at ends or an express mastery
of the operations necessary in order to attain
them”

- Pierre Bourdieu




FOR THESE REASONS, WHEN GONSIDERING
JLLNESS OR HEALING PRAGTIGES
WEGANT AVOID BUT GONSIDERING THEM
AS EMBEDDED IN A GIVEN SOGIETY
AND, THEREFORE, IN GIVEN NETS OF POWER.



On the basis of the concepts given during our lessons so far (the role of culture; the importance of religion and beliefs; the
social determinants of health...) and based on the material in the next slides, you have to come up with hypothesis/

questions/discussions regarding the following topics:

- Which are the cultural elements that clash with our (Western?) perspective on the case?

- Which are the cultural elements to be taken into consideration in order to come up with a possible solution of the case?
- If you were asked to design an International Cooperation plan for the case, which stakeholders would you involve in the
project and why?

- What kind of knowledge and expertise (theories/authors/concepts/would you need in order to come up with a possible

solution?

Note: you can expose your ideas orally with the help of other visual materials (i.e. ppt presentation, pdf...)



MENTAL HEALTH DISABILITIES:
THE GASE OF INDONESIAN PASUNG




HOMOSEXUALITY AND DISGRIMINATION:
AGASE FROM GHANA




FURTHER INDIGATIONS

You can decide whether to work independently/in group/couples;

All and each of you are supposed to watch both videos provided and not just
the one assigned to you;

Your presentations will be evaluated,;

All and each of you are supposed to QUESTION and COUNTER-ARGUE your
colleagues’ proposed solutions - | will evaluate your counter-arguments too!

The evaluations will be considered as partial marks and not as the final mark/
evaluation for the course.



