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Abstract: Towards the middle of the XIX century the study of “cryptogams”, including
lichens, underwent a sudden moment of blooming. In Italy this took on an unusual extent:
in a period of about 15 years, from 1846 to 1860, Italy became one of the main centers of
Lichenology worldwide. This was mainly due to the invention of a new microscope with
acromatic lenses by (G.B. Amici, which allowed a much more detailed investigation of mi-
croscopical characters. The pioneering work of G. D Notaris, A.B. MassavLonGo and V.
TreEvisan brought about a true revolution in lichen systematics, with the creation of many
new natural genera. This, however, also produced a state of nomenclatural confusion
which triggered the criticism of other lichenologists, such as W. NyLanper, culminating
in the catalogue of A. ZanLeruckNER, where many very artificial genera were adopted.
It i1s only after the II World War, and especially in recent times, with the advent of mo-
lecular systematics, that the work of the old Italian Masters is being resurrected from
oblivion. As during the “Golden Period” of Italian lichenology, this is again resulting in
an explosive inflation of new genera, in a severe loss of the information carried by generic
names, and in a high degree of nomenclatural disorder. The conflict between the needs
of taxonomists and those of name-users, which was one of the main reasons for the long-
lasting oblivion of progress achieved during the “Golden Period™ of Italian lichenology,
is becoming increasingly evident, which suggests that a revision of the current rank-based
nomenclatural system is badly needed.
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Pier Antonio Micheli — 1679-1737






Erik Acharius (1757 — 1819)
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Giuseppe De Notaris (1805 - 1877)



Abramo Massalongo Vittore Trevisan (1818-

(1824-1860) — 138 1897) - 75 genera
genera



J.M. Norman (1823-1903) J.C. Flotow (1733-1356) G.W Koerber (1817-1885)
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SOCIETA BOTANICA ITALIANA

fLORA TTALICA CRAPTOGANA
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A. Jatta - 1852—-1912



William Nylander (1822-1899)
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Alexander Zahlbruckner (1860-1918)







Nimis 1993 Nimis 2016
AMassalongo 44 51
V.Irevisan i] 11
De MNotaris 3 S
Beltram ini 1 1
Anzi 1 0
TOTAL ) 67




Lessons-learned:Y|
1'—Do not-follow-the masses.q|
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Lessons-learned:q|
2—Beware-of-politicians.§|
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