Paris agreement on climate change
The Paris Agreement, which was first signed in 2015, is an international agreement to
control and limit climate change.

It hopes to hold the increase in the global average temperature to below 2°C (3.6°F) 'and to

pursue efforts to limit the temperature increase to 1.5°C (2.7°F)".

Carbon neutral by 2050

The UK government has announced plans to make the country carbon neutral by 2050.

They plan to do this by planting more trees and by installing 'carbon capture' technology at

the source of the pollution.

Some critics are worried that this first option will be used by the government to export its

carbon offsetting to other countries.

International carbon credits let nations continue emitting carbon while paying for trees to be

planted elsewhere, balancing out their emissions.

No new petrol or diesel vehicles by 2040

In 2017, the UK government announced the sale of new petrol and diesel cars would be
banned by 2040.

However, MPs on the climate change committee have urged the government to bring the

ban forward to 2030, as by then they will have an equivalent range and price.

Norway's electric car subsidies

The speedy electrification of Norway's automotive fleet is attributed mainly to generous state
subsidies. Electric cars are almost entirely exempt from the heavy taxes imposed on petrol

and diesel cars, which makes them competitively priced.

A VW Golf with a standard combustion engine costs nearly 334,000 kroner (34,500 euros,
$38,600), while its electric cousin the e-Golf costs 326,000 kroner thanks to a lower tax

quotient.

Criticisms of inaction on climate change

The Committee on Climate Change (CCC) has said there is a 'shocking' lack of Government

preparation for the risks to the country from climate change.



