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Primary Sources – Definition
 A primary source is an original, "first-hand", or 

"eye-witness" account offering an inside view. 

 It contains new information (new at the time it was 
created, that is) that has not been interpreted, 
evaluated, paraphrased, or condensed. 

 Such sources are usually created during or very 
close to the time of the events they report on. 

 The author of a primary source typically provides direct 
impressions of events he or she is reporting on. 



  

Primary Sources - Diaries

The diary of President 
Ronald Reagan which 
provides a first-hand 
account of the 40th President 
of the United States term in 
office.

Source: Reagan Presidential 
Library



  

Primary Sources - Interviews

ABC News’ Diane 
Sawyer’s interview 
with President Obama 
on the 2012 
Presidential Election.

Source: ABC News



  

Primary Sources - Letters

Abraham Lincoln’s letter to 
General Sherman on December 
26th, 1864 congratulating 
Sherman on the capture of the 
city of Savannah.

Source: Library of Congress



  

Primary Sources – Raw Data

Measurements of 
Hurricane Sandy – 
October 25, 2012

Source: 
NOAA.gov



  

Primary Sources – Official 
Documents

The United States Declaration of 
Independence 

Source: National Archives



  

Primary Sources – Legislation 
& Court Records

The 26th Amendment to the 
Constitution guarantees the Right 
to Vote for 18 year olds.

Source: archives.gov



  

Primary Sources - Photographs

Satellite 
Image of 
Chesapeake 
Bay

Source: 
NASA



  

Primary Sources – Journal 
Articles

The New England Journal of 
Medicine - reports the findings 
of original research, and are 
written by the researchers 
themselves

Source: nejrn.org 



  

Primary Sources – Newspaper 
Articles

An article from The 
Washington Post 
describing the 
damage caused by 
Hurricane Sandy

Source: 
washingtonpost.com



  

Primary Sources - 
Autobiographies

The Story of My Experiments with 
Truth by M.K. Gandhi…details in his 
own words the Indian Nationalist’s 
struggles and inspiration for India’s 
independence from Britain.



  

Primary Sources - Speeches

JFK’s speech to the nation 
about the Cuban Missile 
Crisis, October 22, 1962

Source: jfklibrary.org

http://www.history.com/topics/cuban-missile-crisis/speeches


  

Primary Sources – Creative 
Works (novels, plays, music, art)

Paul McCartney’s original 
handwritten lyrics to the 
Beatles song “Hey Jude”

Source: news.bbc.co.uk



  

Secondary Sources - Definition
 A secondary source provides 

"second-hand" information that 
has been digested, analyzed, 
reworded or interpreted. 

 Secondary sources are often written 
well after the events they report on, 
and can put past information into its 
historical context. 



  

Secondary Sources - 
Examples



  

Wikipedia - Tips

Do NOT use Wikipedia as either a 

Primary or Secondary source in your

research.

Use Wikipedia as a starting point for 

your research and as a way to locate

 actual Primary and Secondary sources.



  

Wikipedia



  



  



  



  

Cite Those Sources!



  

Where To Find Primary 
Sources

http://nms-history-fair.wikispaces.com/

<Located on NMS Media Center Page>

http://nms-history-fair.wikispaces.com/

	Primary & Secondary Sources
	Slide 2
	Primary Sources – Definition
	Primary Sources - Diaries
	Primary Sources - Interviews
	Primary Sources - Letters
	Primary Sources – Raw Data
	Primary Sources – Official Documents
	Primary Sources – Legislation & Court Records
	Primary Sources - Photographs
	Primary Sources – Journal Articles
	Primary Sources – Newspaper Articles
	Primary Sources - Autobiographies
	Primary Sources - Speeches
	Primary Sources – Creative Works (novels, plays, music, art)
	Secondary Sources - Definition
	Secondary Sources - Examples
	Wikipedia - Tips
	Wikipedia
	Slide 20
	Slide 21
	Slide 22
	Cite Those Sources!
	Where To Find Primary Sources

