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Key elements

of EU funding 

programme

Framework programmes are the main financial tools through 
which the European Union supports research and development 
activities covering almost all scientific disciplines. They have 
multi-annual duration. Ex. HORIZON 2020 or HORIZON EUROPE

Work Programmes are annual implementation plans that 
describe the priority topics of each Framework Programme that 
will be funded during a particular calendar year

Calls for Proposals are announcements soliciting proposals in 
certain topics of the Work Programmes: 

✓ they indicate the topics that need to be addressed by the 
projects

✓ the deadlines for submission

✓ the type of projects that can be funded 

✓ the total budget available

Type of project means a sub-programme such as the Marie 
Curie (MSCA) within the Horizon FP



Framework 

Programmes for 

Research and 

Technological 

Development 

(RTD)

 Until the 1950s provisions for research were included 

in the European Coal and Steel Community and the 

European Atomic Energy Community (Euratom) 

treaties

 Only in1984 the first framework programme (FP) was 
created and approved…

 … and it became the main funding instrument for 

research and innovation

 Since then, the European Union has run its research 

and innovation policy and funding on the basis of 

multiannual framework programmes



The first framework programme

 The 1st Framework Programme lasted 5 years from 1984 to 1988 

 The sectors involved were energy (largely nuclear fission) – which absorbed 50% of the 

budget –, information and communication technologies (ICT, 25%), industry and materials 

(11%), science of life and the environment (10%)

 Part of the funds were intended for mobility and scholarships

 The total budget was 3.75 billion euros



Overall budget 

over the years



Let’s have a look at 

Horizon Europe



How to find the 
calls for proposals

 https://ec.europa.eu/info/fundi

ng-

tenders/opportunities/portal/sc

reen/home



And now…
… your call


