
Dipartimento	di	Ingegneria	e	
Architettura	

UNIVERSITÀ		
DEGLI	STUDI	DI	TRIESTE	

Prof.	Lourdes	Elizabeth	Gonzalez-Valera,	Ph.D.	

LINGUA	INGLESE		
PARI	A	LIVELLO	B2	

11/15/22	 1	Lourdes	E.	Gonzalez-Valera		



Lesson	6	
• Reading	and	writing	processes	
• Connectors	/	discourse	markers	
• Reading	non-scientific	articles	

• Scientific	papers	
• Parts	of	a	paper:	a	real	example	
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Reading	/	Writing			
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Reading	is	a	complex	cognitive	process	of	
decoding	symbols	to	derive	meaning.	It	is	a	form	of	
language	processing.	

Success	in	this	process	is	measured	as	reading	
comprehension.		

Reading	is	a	means	for	language	acquisition,	
communication,	and	sharing	information	and	ideas.	



Reading	/	Writing			
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Writing	is	a	form	of	human	communication	by	means	
of	a	set	of	visible	marks	that	are	related,	by	convention,	
to	some	particular	structural	level	of	language.	
(britannica.com)	

Writing	is	a	complex	cognitive	process	of	
encoding	symbols	to	create	meaning.	It	is	a	form	of	
language	propagation.	

Success	in	this	process	is	measured	as	writing	ability	



Reading	

https://doi.org/10.1002/hbm.21493	



Texts	we	come	across	frequently	
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• 		Posts	(blogs,	WhatsApp,	Telegram,	Twitter	
Mastodon,	Facebook,	Cohost,	Parler,	
	Instagram,	Facebook,	Tik	tok,	etc.		

• 			Mails	
• 			SMS	
• 		News	
• 		Letters	(email)	



Texts	we	run	into	less	often	
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• 		Letters	(snail	mail)	

• 		Essays	
• 		Reports	
• 		Presentations	
• 		Instructions	
• 		Leaflets	and	flyers	
• 		Papers	
• 		Theses	
• 		Dissertations	



Connectors	

or	

Discourse	
markers:	

they	link	
sentences/

paragraphs	to	
make	discourse	

coherent	
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Furthermore	(adding):	
People	will	download	the	app	because	it	is	fun,	and	furthermore,	
they	will	download	the	game	because	it	is	free.	

Meanwhile	(sequencing):	
It	will	be	a	few	minutes	before	the	water	boils,	and	meanwhile	
you	can	cut	the	potatoes.	

Such	as	(illustrating):	
Sarah	has	lots	of	good	qualities,	such	as	intelligence	and	wit.		

Hence	(cause	and	effect):	
Your	grammar	is	weak,	hence	the	low	mark	I've	given	you.	
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Likewise	(comparing):	
• 	The	US	is	sending	its	military	into	the	Middle	East	to	interfere	in	armed	conflicts		
there,	likewise	the	EU	is	sending	arms	and	supplies	as	well.		
• 	Sarah	told	Tom	that	she	enjoyed	their	date,	and	he	responded,	"Likewise.”	

However	(qualifying):	
It's	a	good	project.	However,	I	don't	think	we	have	the	money	to	fund	it.	

Whereas	(contrasting):	
Whereas	I	am	a	vegetarian,	my	whole	family	eats	meat.	/	My	whole	family	eats	
meat,	whereas	I’m	a	vegetarian.	

Indeed	(emphasising):	
Two	of	the	four	new	iPhones,	the	iPhone	14	and	iPhone	14	Pro,	
were	indeed	released	last	month.	
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Exercise:		

Analysis	of	the	article	in		
Brain	Scan	on	Satoshi	
Nakamoto.	

The	Economist.	
September	1st-7th	2018	
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Colour	legend	of	analysed	text:	

Yellow:	New	vocabulary	

Green:	the	discourse	markers	that	“glue	together”	the	elements	in	a		
text.	

Blue:	Multiple	adjectives	+	nouns	phrases.		
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	1	

	2	
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	3	

	4	
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	5	

	6	



EXERCISE 

1) British idioms? Examples 
American idioms Examples 

Is the Bitcoin text written in American or Britain English?  
How do you recognise/recognize it. 

2) Identify all the discourse markers in the text. 

3) Identify the prepositional verbs. 

4) Recognise multiple-adjective constructions in the text. 

4) Look up the words you don’t know in the dictionary. 



Other	texts	
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• 	Letters	
• 		Blogs	
• 		Essays	
• 		Reports	
• 		Presentations	
• 		Instructions	
• 		Leaflets	and	flyers	

• 		Papers	
• 		Theses	
• 		Dissertations	
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• 		Paper		(Congress,	symposium,	course	work)	

• 		Thesis	(Bachelor	or	Masters	degree)	

• 		Dissertation	(Ph.D.)	

Differ	
	 	-	in	length	
	 	-	in	depth	

Similar:	
	 	-	in	style	(formal)	
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Similar:	
	 	-	in	style	(formal)	

�They	do	not:		

	•	include	informal	or	slang	words		
	•	include	contractions,	such	as	isn’t	and	won’t	 		
	•	generally	include	phrases	that	use	the	words	I,	
	 	me,	or	my	

HarperCollins.	Writing	(Collins	Webster’s	Easy	Learning)	.	HarperCollins	Publishers.	
Kindle	Edition.		

	 	-	
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Paper 		

	In	academic	publishing,	a	paper	is	an	academic	work	
that	is	usually	published	in	an	academic	journal.	It	
contains	original	research	results	or	reviews	existing	
results.		

	Such	a	paper,	also	called	an	article,	will	only	be	
considered	valid	if	it	undergoes	a	process	of	
peer	review	by	one	or	more	referees	(who	are	academics	
in	the	same	field)	who	check	that	the	content	of	the	
paper	is	suitable	for	publication	in	the	journal.	A	paper	
may	undergo	a	series	of	reviews,	revisions,	and	re-
submissions	before	finally	being	accepted	or	rejected	for	
publication.															
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�Key	point	to	remember	

	Before	you	even	start	to	plan	your	paper	
or	academic	article	make	sure	you	have	a	
copy	of	the	journal’	rules	on	how	to	
structure	it.	

HarperCollins.	Writing	(Collins	Webster’s	Easy	Learning).	HarperCollins	Publishers.	
Kindle	Edition.		
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IEEE 
Institute of 

Electrical and 
Electronics 
Engineers 
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ICTP	

wireless.ictp.it	
Wireless	Laboratory:	

Provide	reliable	and	sustainable	wireless	solutions	to	
help	foster	science	and	research	in	Developing	
Countries.		
Organise	training	activities	on	state-of-the-art	wireless	
technologies.		
Setup	collaborations	with	academic	partners	and	with	
international	organizations.	



doi: Digital Object Identifier 

ICTP publications: some examples 
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Reading	a	paper	
Reference:	

J.	Herrera-Tapia,	E.	Hernandez-Orallo,	A.	Tomas,	C.	
Tavares	Calafate,	J.C.	Cano,	M.	Zennaro	and	P.	Manzoni.		
Evaluating	the	use	of	sub-gigahertz	wireless	
technologies	to	improve	message	delivery	in	
opportunistic	networks,	in	proceedings	of	14th	IEEE	
International	Conference	on	Networking,	Sensing	and	
Control,	May	16-18,	2017,	Calabria,	Italy.	



A	complete	research	paper	in	APA	style	that	is	reporting	on	experimental	
research	will	typically	contain:	

1.  Title	page	
2.  Abstract	
3.  Introduction	
4.  Review	of	Literature	
5.  Methods	
6.  Findings	(results)	and	analysis	
7.  Discussion	
8.  Limitations	
9.  Future	scope	
10. References	sections	

WHAT’S	IN	A	RESEARCH	PAPER?	
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What’s	in	an	abstract?	
An	 abstract	 is	 a	 brief	 summary	 of	 a	 research	 article,	 thesis,	
review,	conference	proceeding,	or	any	 in-depth	analysis	of	a	
particular	subject	and	is	often	used	to	help	the	reader	quickly	
ascertain	the	paper's	purpose.	When	used,	an	abstract	always	
appears	at	the	beginning	of	a	manuscript	or	typescript,	acting	
as	the	point-of-entry	for	any	given	academic	paper	or	patent	
application.		

(How	to	write	a	good	abstract):	
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3136027/	
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A	 B	 C	 D	

Pictorial	example	
of	abstract:	

This	represents	
your	article,	paper,	
thesis	or	
dissertation:			

Which	one	should	be	your	abstract?	
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A	
B	 C	 D	

Pictorial	example	
of	abstract:	

This	is	your	article,	
paper,	thesis		
or	dissertation:			

	This	is	your	abstract	

11/15/22	 32	Lourdes	E.	Gonzalez-Valera		



Abstract	

Cerebral	activations	involved	in	actual	writing	of	a	new	story	and	the	associated	
correlates	with	creative	performance	are	still	unexplored.	To	investigate	the	different	
aspects	of	the	creative	writing	process,	we	used	functional	magnetic	resonance	
imaging	while	28	healthy	participants	performed	a	new	paradigm	related	to	creative	
writing:	“brainstorming”	(planning	a	story)	and	“creative	writing”	(writing	a	new	and	
creative	continuation	of	a	given	literary	text),	as	well	as	an	additional	control	paradigm	
of	“reading”	and	“copying.”	Individual	verbal	creativity	was	assessed	with	a	verbal	
creativity	test	and	creative	performance	with	a	qualitative	rating	of	the	creative	
products.	“brainstorming”	engaged	cognitive,	linguistic,	and	creative	brain	functions	
mainly	represented	in	a	parieto-frontal-temporal	network,	as	well	as	writing	
preparation,	and	visual	and	imaginative	processing.	“creative	writing”	activated	motor	
and	visual	brain	areas	for	handwriting	and	additionally,	cognitive	and	linguistic	areas.	
Episodic	memory	retrieval,	free-associative	and	spontaneous	cognition,	and	semantic	
integration	were	observed	in	a	right	lateralized	activation	pattern	in	bilateral	
hippocampi,	bilateral	temporal	poles	(BA	38),	and	bilateral	posterior	cingulate	cortex	in	
a	“creative	writing”	minus	“copying”	comparison.	A	correlation	analysis	of	“creative	
writing”	minus	“copying”	with	the	creativity	index	revealed	activation	in	the	left	
inferior	frontal	gyrus	(BA	45)	and	the	left	temporal	pole	(BA	38).	Thus,	verbal	creativity	
during	“creative	writing”	is	associated	with	verbal	and	semantic	memory	as	well	as	
semantic	integration.	Hum	Brain	Mapp,	2013.	©	2011	Wiley	Periodicals,	Inc.	



background	

methods	

results/
conclusion	
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Abstract		
example	
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Citation	guidelines	

https://ieee-dataport.org/sites/default/files/analysis/27/IEEE%20Citation%20Guidelines.pdf	
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Citation	guidelines:	

IEEE	citation	guidelines	can	be	found	on	your	Moodle2	documents	as	a	.pdf	
file.	

Also	here:	
https://ieee-dataport.org/sites/default/files/analysis/27/
IEEE%20Citation%20Guidelines.pdf	
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