JAMES JOYCE ON ROBINSON CRUSOE (1912)

"The true symbol of the British conquest is Robinson Crusoe, who, cast
away on a desert island, in his pocket a knife and a pipe, becomes an
architect, a carpenter, a knife grinder, an astronomer, a backer, a
shipwright, a potter, a saddler, a farmer, a tailor, an umbrella-maker, and
a clergyman. He is the true prototype of the British colonist, as Friday (the
trusty savage who arrives on an unlucky day) is the symbol of the subject
races. The whole Ango-Saxon spirit is in Crusoe: the manly independence;
the unconscious cruelty; the persistence; the slow yet efficient
intelligence; the sexual apathy; the practical, well-balanced religiousness;
the calculating taciturnity. Whoever rereads this simple, moving book in
the light of subsequent history cannot help but fall under its prophetic
spell." --James Joyce, lecture on Daniel Defoe, 1912



