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Lesson	7-8	
Academic	Papers	

Thesis	and	Dissertation	

Analysis	of	Examples	



Academic	Papers		

Papers,	theses	and	dissertations:	common	and	different	
features	

Parts	of	a	paper	
Academic	papers	in	Trieste		



Other	texts	
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• 		Letters	
• 		Blogs	
• 		Essays	
• 		Reports	
• 		Presentations	
• 		Instructions	
• 		Leaflets	and	flyers	
• 		Papers	
• 		Theses	
• 		Dissertations	
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• 		Paper		(Congress,	symposium,	course	work)	

• 		Thesis	(Bachelor	or	Masters	degree)	

• 		Dissertation	(Ph.D.)	

Differ	
	 	-	in	length	
	 	-	in	depth	

Similar:	
	 	-	in	style	(formal)	
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Similar:	
	 	-	in	style	(formal)	

�They	do	not:		

	•	include	informal	or	slang	words		
	•	include	contractions,	such	as	isn’t	and	won’t	 		
	•	generally	include	phrases	that	use	the	words	I,	
	 	me,	or	my	

HarperCollins.	Writing	(Collins	Webster’s	Easy	Learning)	.	HarperCollins	Publishers.	
Kindle	Edition.		

	 	-	
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Paper 		

	In	academic	publishing,	a	paper	is	an	academic	work	
that	is	usually	published	in	an	academic	journal.	It	
contains	original	research	results	or	reviews	existing	
results.		

	Such	a	paper,	also	called	an	article,	will	only	be	
considered	valid	if	it	undergoes	a	process	of	
peer	review	by	one	or	more	referees	(who	are	academics	
in	the	same	field)	who	check	that	the	content	of	the	
paper	is	suitable	for	publication	in	the	journal.	A	paper	
may	undergo	a	series	of	reviews,	revisions,	and	re-
submissions	before	finally	being	accepted	or	rejected	for	
publication.															
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�Key	point	to	remember	

	Before	you	even	start	to	plan	your	paper	
or	academic	article	make	sure	you	have	a	
copy	of	the	journal’	rules	on	how	to	
structure	it.	

HarperCollins.	Writing	(Collins	Webster’s	Easy	Learning).	HarperCollins	Publishers.	
Kindle	Edition.		



ICTP: International Centre for Theoretical Physics 
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ICTP	

wireless.ictp.it	

Wireless	Laboratory:	

Provide	reliable	and	sustainable	wireless	solutions	to	
help	foster	science	and	research	in	Developing	
Countries.		
Organise	training	activities	on	state-of-the-art	wireless	
technologies.		
Setup	collaborations	with	academic	partners	and	with	
international	organizations.	
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Reading	a	paper	
Reference:	

J.	Herrera-Tapia,	E.	Hernandez-Orallo,	A.	Tomas,	C.	
Tavares	Calafate,	J.C.	Cano,	M.	Zennaro	and	P.	
Manzoni.		Evaluating	the	use	of	sub-gigahertz	
wireless	technologies	to	improve	message	delivery	
in	opportunistic	networks,	in	proceedings	of	14th	
IEEE	International	Conference	on	Networking,	
Sensing	and	Control,	May	16-18,	2017,	Calabria,	Italy	



What’s	in	an	abstract?	

An	 abstract	 is	 a	 brief	 summary	 of	 a	 research	 article,	 thesis,	
review,	conference	proceeding,	or	any	 in-depth	analysis	of	a	
particular	subject	and	is	often	used	to	help	the	reader	quickly	
ascertain	the	paper's	purpose.	When	used,	an	abstract	always	
appears	at	the	beginning	of	a	manuscript	or	typescript,	acting	
as	the	point-of-entry	for	any	given	academic	paper	or	patent	
application.		

(How	to	write	a	good	abstract):	
https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3136027/	
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A	 B	 C	 D	

Pictorial	example	
of	abstract:	

This	represents	
your	article,	paper,	
thesis	or	
dissertation:			

Which	one	should	be	your	abstract?	
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A	
B	 C	 D	

Pictorial	example	
of	abstract:	

This	is	your	article,	
paper,	thesis		
or	dissertation:			

	This	is	your	abstract	
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https://www.brandeis.edu/writing-program/resources/faculty/handouts/features-
good-abstract.html	



background	

methods	

results/
conclusion	
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Abstract		
example	
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Citation	guidelines	in:	

https://ieee-dataport.org/sites/default/files/analysis/27/IEEE%20Citation%20Guidelines.pdf	
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Theses	and	Dissertations	



A	thesis	or	dissertation	is	a	document	submitted	in	
support	of	candidature	for	an	academic	degree	or	
professional	qualification	presenting	the	author's	
research	and	findings.	

	In	some	contexts,	the	word	"thesis"	or	a	cognate	is	
used	for	part	of	a	bachelor's	or	master's	course,	while	
"dissertation"	is	normally	applied	to	a	doctorate,	while	
in	other	contexts,	the	reverse	is	true.		

The	term	graduate	thesis	is	sometimes	used	to	refer	
to	both	master's	theses	and	doctoral	dissertations.	

Definition	
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The	term	"thesis"	comes	from	the	Greek	
θέσις,	meaning	"something	put	forth",	and	
refers	to	an	intellectual	proposition.		

"Dissertation"	comes	from	the	Latin	
dissertātiō,	meaning	"discussion".	

Etymology	
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https://www.grad.ubc.ca/handbook-graduate-supervision/graduate-
thesis	
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https://www.grad.ubc.ca/handbook-graduate-supervision/graduate-thesis	
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https://www.grad.ubc.ca/handbook-graduate-supervision/graduate-thesis	
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Bibliography	



In	Italy	
In	Italy	there	are	normally	three	types	of	thesis.	In	order	of	
complexity:	

• 		One	for	the	Laurea	(equivalent	to	the	UK	Bachelor's	Degree),		
• 		another	one	for	the	Laurea	Magistrale	(equivalent	to	the	UK	

	Master's	Degree),		
• 		and	then	a	thesis	to	complete	the	Dottorato	di	Ricerca	(PhD).		

Thesis	requirements	vary	greatly	between	degrees	and	disciplines,	
ranging	from	as	low	as	3	–	4	ECTS	(European	Credit	Transfer	
System)	credits	to	more	than	30.		

Thesis	work	is	mandatory	for	the	completion	of	a	degree.	
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M.Sc.		
Master	of	Science	<	lat.	Magister	Scientiæ	
Laurea	Magistrale	
M.A.		Master	of	Arts.		

Ph.D.		
Philosphiae	Doctor.	Dottorato	di	Ricerca	

A.	B.	D.		(All	But	Dissertation)	
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Time	is	not	of	the	essence!	



Planning	

1. Who	is	this	writing	for?						AUDIENCE	

2. What	do	I	want	to	say								CONTENT	

3. Why	do	I	want	to	say	it?				MOTIVATION	

Based	on:	HarperCollins.	Writing	(Collins	Webster’s	Easy	Learning)	.	
HarperCollins	Publishers.	2011.	Kindle	Edition.			
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Planning	

1. 	Why	do	I	want	to	say	it?				MOTIVATION	

2. 		Who	is	this	writing	for?						AUDIENCE	

3. 		What	do	I	want	to	say								CONTENT	

Based	on:	HarperCollins.	Writing	(Collins	Webster’s	Easy	Learning)	.	
HarperCollins	Publishers.	2011.	Kindle	Edition.			
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Dissertations	normally	report	on	a	research	
project	or	study,	or	an	extended	analysis	of	a	
topic.		

The	structure	of	a	thesis	or	dissertation	
explains	the	purpose,	the	previous	research	
literature	impinging	on	the	topic	of	the	study,	
the	methods	used,	and	the	findings	of	the	
project.	

Graduate	Thesis	or	Dissertations	
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	Most	world	universities	use	a	multiple	chapter	format	:		

a)  an	introduction,	which	introduces	the	research	topic,	the	
methodology,	as	well	as	its	scope	and	significance;		

b)  a	literature	review,	reviewing	relevant	literature	and	
showing	how	this	has	informed	the	research	issue;		

c)  a	methodology	chapter,	explaining	how	the	research	has	
been	designed	and	why	the	research	methods/
population/data	collection	and	analysis	being	used	have	
been	chosen.	

Thomas,	Gary	(2009)	Your	Research	Project.	Thousand	Oaks:	Sage.	

Structure	(1)	
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d)	a	findings	chapter,	outlining	the	findings	of	the	
research	itself;		

e)	an	analysis	and	discussion	chapter,	analysing	
the	findings	and	discussing	them	in	the	context	
of	the	literature	review	(this	chapter	is	often	
divided	into	two—analysis	and	discussion);		

f)	a	conclusion	

Thomas,	Gary	(2009)	Your	Research	Project.	Thousand	Oaks:	Sage.	

Structure	(2)	
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	Most	world	universities	use	a	multiple	chapter	format	:		

a)  an	introduction,	which	introduces	the	research	topic,	the	methodology,	
as	well	as	its	scope	and	significance;		

b)  a	literature	review,	reviewing	relevant	literature	and	showing	how	this	
has	informed	the	research	issue;		

c)  a	methodology	chapter,	explaining	how	the	research	has	been	designed	
and	why	the	research	methods/population/data	collection	and	analysis	
being	used	have	been	chosen.	

d) 		a	findings	chapter,	outlining	the	findings	of	the	research	itself;		
e)	 	an	analysis	and	discussion	chapter,	analysing	the	findings	and	discussing	

them	in	the	context	of	the	literature	review	(this	chapter	is	often	divided	
into	two—analysis	and	discussion);		

f)		 	a	conclusion.	

Thomas,	Gary	(2009)	Your	Research	Project.	Thousand	Oaks:	Sage.	

Structure	
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1	
Discussion	of	Theses	examples	from	the	University	of	
Trieste	

See	pdfs	in	Moodle	

2	
Discussion	of	multiple-choice	questions	related	to	the	
English	B2	syllabus.	


