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The concept of “cumulative radicalisation”, devised by Hans Mommsen has developed into the keystone of his interpretation of the Third Reich.  In the mean-time, too, it has become firmly established among those historians, who have looked beyond the personality and actions of Hitler alone as the explanandum of the nihilistic driving-force behind Nazi barbarism, as a central notion that summarises the ceaseless radical dynamic of National Socialism and links the regime’s massive destructive capacity with its immanent self-destructiveness. The term implies  a build-up of forces within the regime constantly  pushing each  other  into ever more radical  measures  (especially  in the racist and expansionist  drive of Nazism),  and  becoming  increasingly  difficult  to  deflect  as  the  regime  careered  headlong  into  a  war  from  which there could only be even further and swifter radicalisation,  along with an inability to con-template retreat from the pursuit  of  goals  as chimeric  as they  were barbarous,  the  impossibility  of  a compromise  peace,  the  final “running  amok"  of  the regime,  and  the irredeemable  collapse  of the political system itself. 


