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INTRODUCTION 

When the leaders of nine European countries broke from talks at the end of September in Malta, 

they had the makings of an agreement to tackle arguably the most complicated problem 

currently facing the block: over 200,000 migrants have reached the borders of Europe so far in 

2023. And the number is growing year on year. The war in Ukraine has certainly added to the 

recent influx, but underpinning the increase is the number of boats making their way across 

the Mediterranean from North Africa. Among the pledges was help for Italy to cope with the 

mass of people heading to its shores, and the relocating of some of the arrivals within the EU. 

There was also talk of more funding to crack down on smugglers. But within days, the nascent 

agreement had hit a roadblock. Poland and Hungary both opposed to taking in migrants 

themselves, were not prepared to pay money to their Southern peers to help cover the cost of 

hosting them.  

This week on The Inquiry we're asking: Can Europe solve its migrant crisis?  
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CONCLUSION 

Now we'll return to our question: Can Europe solve its migrant crisis? Europe has tried to stem 

the flow of migrants by striking deals with other countries outside its borders. But such deals 

become tangled with difficult questions over whether money used does indeed help solve the 

problem. The same can be said of efforts to stimulate economies from which migrants originate. 

Making sure that aid reaches the right people has long been a very tangled question. EU 

leaders want to come to an agreement but there are fundamental differences over what that 

agreement would contain because of the differences as to how the problem should be tackled. 

The migrant crisis has many causes and requires an equal number of solutions. One of the 

difficulties we faced in making this documentary was getting hold of accurate numbers. The 

prime ministers of Italy and Britain have recently pledged to exchange intelligence, which is 

one of the places they need at least to begin. Another would be to front up to their voters that 

boats full of migrants crossing the Mediterranean is not the cause of the problem, it is in fact 

just a symptom. 

 

FOCUS ON: 

(part 1) 

- less and more recent causes of Europe’s migrant crisis 

- particular vulnerability of the migrants rescued at sea 
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(part 2) 

- 1951 Geneva Convention: recent examples of one-off deals, EU’s agreements with 

third world countries and their pitfalls 

(part 3) 

- possible changes in migration policies in response to Europe’s demographic aging 

- ethical implications thereof 

(part 4) 

- flexible solidarity to accommodate Europe’s different migration policies  

- the Schengen zone and the difficult balance between control and protection 


