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PEACEBUILDING: Molteplici Definizioni

Source: Badache et al., 2022





Protests in Bogotá, 28 April 2021. Source: France24

L’Ascesa e la Caduta della «Pace Liberale» 
(1992-2014)

“Democracy at all levels is essential 
to attain peace for a new era of 

prosperity and justice”  
(UNSG Ban Ki Moon_An Agenda for Peace, 1992) 



INTERIM ADMINISTRATIONS (Kosovo, Timor Leste) 

STATE-BUILDING (Iraq, Afghanistan) 

RESPONSIBILITY TO PROTECT (Libya)



Liberal peacebuilding can be defined as “the promotion of democracy, 

market-based economic reforms and a range of other institutions 

associated with ‘modern’ states as a driving force for building ‘peace’” 

(Newman et al., 2009) 

Pace Democratica come Teoria del Cambiamento



Principali Critiche

On Form (Idea-based critique; Osland and Peter, 
2021; Chandler, 2010)

On Substance (Power-based critique; Osland and 
Peter, 2021; Chandler, 2010) 

• Heavy top-down approach 
• Imposes conditionality from above 
• Prioritizes international over local 

expertise 
• Blueprint approach (one size fits all)

• Reflects the practical and ideological 
interests of the global north 

• Claims of Universality 
• Stems from a Colonial perspective



Approcci Alternativi

• Hibridity (Richmond, 2011; Mac Ginty and Richmond, 2013) 

• Pragmatism (De Coning, 2018; Karlsrud, 2019) 

• Illiberal/authoritarian (Lewis et al., 2018; Cheung, 2019; Peter and Rice, 2022) 

• Post-modern «utopian» approaches («Post-growth Peace» - Simangan, 2024; 

«Entangled Peace» - Torrent, 2021; «Anarchist Peace» - Rusche, 2022)



REGAIN CONTROL OF THE TERRITORY 
(MILITARY MEANS)

Stabilization as Restoring Normalcy

«The current understanding of stabilization 
focuses on the restoration of local authority 
structures while concerns for normative […] 
have slipped down the list of international 
priorities» (Belloni and Costantini, 2019). 

«The main objective is to support the delivery 
of basic services and the maintenance of 
security» (Ibidem) 

EXTEND STATE PRESENCE (CIVILIAN AND 
POLICE MEANS)



La “crisi” dell’Ordine Internazionale Liberale

“We live in a world shaped by raw power 
politics, where everything is weaponised 
and where we face a fierce battle of 
narratives”  
(EU Strategic Compass, 2022:4) 
“We are now at an inflection point. The 
post-cold war period is over. A transition 
is under way to a new global order”  
(UN New Agenda for Peace, 2023:3)



Protests in Bogotá, 28 April 2021. Source: France24

Western and non-Western Peacebuilding 
Opposite Approaches?

A Wagner militiaman and a Rwandan soldier side by side during a political rally in the 
Central African Republic. Source: Andr.B/Xinhua News Agency

LIBERAL PEACE ILLIBERAL PEACE

• Priority to political 
reforms 
(Democratization) 

• Participation of Civil 
Society 

• Local Ownership 
• Aid Conditionalities 
• Privilege Multilateral 

Fora 

• Priority to 
development 
cooperation 

• CSO as government 
extension 

• Relation only w/t 
authorities 

• No conditionalities 
(support to autocratic 
regimes) 

• Privilege bilateral 
relations 



It's more Complex than That





Nuovi Trend

1. De-istituzionalizzazione del peacebuilding



2. Riforma delle Organizzazioni Internazionali (IOs as Liberal peace 
Guardians )



3. Peacebuilding come strumento di politica estera 



4. Maggiore Agency dei Paesi Ospitanti



5. Accettazione della Complessità da parte degli attori statali 
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