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Tha Ttresentbook is inlended, for foreign, readers eager to get acquainted, witla

th,e itruggle for freedom and," inilepeirlence of_the.Romanian pgople,_!t_it-
à iyÀtniib i1 o inorc comprehensiie monografih witl,.the samo titl,e published
,tn"no*antoà, tttt iutcorie of cooperatiori bitween Romanian historians and'

Ttolitologists.' 
it, Engli6l, book, the sa,n'ùe cts .llze, Romanian worlt, follows up the

main p,erman"encies i,n'the history of the Romanian peopl.e_- o! lryy"2.
ùlttoyf An general - from its formaltoi to date : struggle f.or social and nationat

iiiiiir, ti, freed,od,, indep"endence aruil Ttolitica,l "yity. li,ke many other
"iil'piii,in, t"oni iy tni, Romanian tand, haie cease.lesslll fo.ught Jor iustice and
'troiani. aoainst"the threat of foreign, domination- This is true Jor Geto-
'nictani, tien for Daco-Romais, thei, aJter its formation in the Carpathtan-
Danubian-Pontic area, Jor tha Romanian people.

The authors endeatsoured, to grasp the essence and compleuity of hisl.o'
rical processes 'in their logical sequence,, in order-to prooid,e. the reader with;
an aicurate and, accessibte picturio! reatity, based, on seì,entifia obiectieseness,

reliable sources and, reJerences.

The boott is a ltomage to the centennial conx'tnen'ùora,tion of .the conquest

o./Bomania's independenée. Itw'ill naturally foctr,s on p.olitical circumstances
dnd, actions, sanctioning by heroi,sm, and, sacrifices-on the battl.efield, -!Ifo\1s
and, impressi,oe soli,dariW of the whole peoplg with the war, the morld-wid,e
echo of'eaents and, th,e inteinational reoògnition of Rornani,a's ind,epend'ence

by the'San SteJano preli.minary congress and by thà Peace Congress of Berlin.
The indepenilence of Romania did, not occur sPontaneously, nor loas^

it a gift Jrom iha genffoti,ty of _EuroXtean Powers. It was the_ comcluslon of^

i to,i,-itù, objectioé 1,rottsi. 'ine Uoitr, starts.therefore tni,th the premises.of
ind,epend,ence", tlte stiuggte for defen_d,ing the indeqend,ence_ of the Roman'ian
Coiiririii,, thb regainiifi oJ"thetr tnd,epeir,d,ence and the malting^o{ tlte mod,ern

Romanian slate, * pritoiu, to independence. Ihe gaining of independence

mas impartant not olntU ii se and, fai the respectioe period,, i,t also had signifi,'
cant iolnseq,ùences forihe Jurther d,etselopment of.Roma.ni,an soci'ety. TheTtres-

ent boott, iecortts posittae"effects i.n socii-econontic, socio-poli'tical and cultural
iÀstitutional liJe up to lgi"E, whe,)?, national uni,ty was completed by the union
of Romania ond, Ro*onian prors,inces under Joreign d'omi,nation. The bane'

ilclat eSects of that historic process in the inter-war peri,od are also recorded',
"as weli" as thb efforts for defend,ing i.nd,ependence aga'inst the offensioe of
DuroTtean Jascism and,'their crowning by the aictorious armed' national anti''

lasciit and anti-in'tgteriali,st insumection oJ August 1944.
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The tiistorll of the Rontattian people since its em,-ergence has been a

l.terntanent strugllle for Jreed,otn,liberty, tndepondence anil uni.t;1t_.. This p-eople

ittts trtLstingty ii,,'utin ttt"e path of ttie most equitable systenx, socialism; and witlt,
u.nsu:erL-e(l"ctii,f itlence it ii sttltiightiwg forihe aictary oJ these id,eas in interna'
tioncrl life. Léd by the Romaitian Coinmunist Party it-s.tru,ggles fll'?:*.
uorlrl eionomic antl potitical ord,er, baseil, on the same high- princtples, that
safeguarcl rights and,-sot:ereigntl1. This pol,icy is the obiect oJ the last chapters
of the book." we hope tttat reud,ers wilt fiud, luere new informatton on, the ltistorical
past oJ the ilom,anicr,n peopùe and witt_get a more'thorgugh_und,erstandiry-l- 9I-id,eas 

hnd id,ea,ts alwafis i,ear to peoptàs. Confid'ent tha't these ?aggs will' be

und,erstood, and appréoiated, acc6rd,,ing to théir scientifia_ and, educational
aalue, ue offer this'booh to all those interested 'in, further knowleclge on

Rornan'iat s h,i,stor 31,
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0 *orcgomena to Rornania's Independence

The histoly of the different peopies and nations has unfolded and conti-
nues to unfold around a number of essential coortlinates which have been
and still are genuine columns supporting the national edifice. The funda-
rnental co-ordinates of the history of the Bomanian people, the columns
supporting modern and conternporary Romania, may be clearly defined
as they are obvious for an ohjective connoisseur and observer.

To begin rvith, ernphasis should be laid. on the indestructible link
'betu,een ancestlal land and the people ]iving here. fhe strong, lasting
links between places a'nd people account for the vigour of the Daco-
Get,ians in rlefending their freedom since the 6th c. B.C., first against the
mighty king of the Persians, D,arius f, t'hen against the unconquerable
A1òxander of Macedon (4th c. B.C.) and against his successor, Lysimachus,
king of Thrace. The increase of the economic, political and military
po\\,er, of the Geto-Daci:rrrs rvorlied the Roman Empire. For a, cen-
tu.ry, apart, from economic and cultural links, betneen the Geto-Dacians
north of the Danube and the Bomans thcre were rivalries, clashes ancÌ
even armed confiicts : the Romans being moved by their drive towards
expansion, the Geto-Dacians defending their freedom. fhe rule of the
great king Burebista- rvhen the Da,cian sta,te spread over large territoriesr,
I-r'om the Northern Carpa,thians anil the Pannonic Plain in the north-west
to the Dniester and the Pontus Euxinus (Black Sea)to the east and north-
east-N,astheacmeof the political powerof this people,who interfered in
the struggle for po'wer hetween Caesar and Pompey, siding with the latter.
Vihen during the reign of Augustus the Roman Empire establishetl its
northern frontier on the right ba,nk of the Danube, it rvas plain that the
Homans intended to contiuer Dacia, rvhich spread nr:rth of the Danube-
For trvo decades the Dacians measured their strength rrith the Romans,
this being the main feature on the I)anube arena. After a number of
Dacian victories under their va,liant king, Decebalus, Boman power got
the upper hand and extended its rule over Dacia, Ifoesia Inferior and
Scythia l\Iinor - territories rvhich had been under the rule of Burebista.
and Decebalus. Ilhese territories lvete turned into Boman provinces and
their inhabitants, the Dacian§, were iutensely Romanized.

When the Boman a,rmies and administration withdrew from Dacia,
a Daco-Eoman unity and synthesis were forged north of the Danube.
f,he R,omanizal,ion was so deep-rooted north of the Danube thaù
the waves of migration that swept over these territories, halting over
short periods of time, rvere u.nable to obliterate the seal of Bome, especially
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as Bomàn rule continued to be exerted with fu1l authority in the^Dt-
;iri,iil;;1i ìn" 6th-Tth centuries antl also over a, uide area north of the
Ér".irr" a"ring the ,1th-6th centuries. The Bornanization proctrss- and

tlr" poiiti.al, Eultural and economic influence exerted over the llaco-
i,-o"à" popuiation north of the DanuSe continued uninterruptedll' during
tit" r"U.'rrtiàns, rvhich could not check the naturtrl,pro-gress of historictrl

;;il--;-. ihe Germanic rnigrator--v. populations left these territories to
L"t6à i" Wester.n E,rope, the- Urat-Aitaìc popuiations (Ituns and Arirrs)
,ii.ii"r."A ""4", the- frressure of- other migrltory populations, 'while the
Éiril,i;h, settletl auriàst the north Danlbian Romanizecl population, Yer.e

"*.i_irrt".r 
b). the l)aco_Ror'ans x,ho in the gth c. constituted a ne\\r ethni-

;;Gffit speaking*'ri-i*.go^g" of their own, bornof popular I',atin. The

Daco-Bomtrns becarnÀ ifoilr"fiaos, inhabitants of a territory N'hich theS

tlefencled. with the sacrifice of their blootl and. caused it to bear fruit by the

;;#;iìh"ì. rrr"*. The links betu,een the land and the peopie account for
the }ìomanta., peopiJs st:iunchness in tlefending their natiolal ent'ity frorn

ifi"*r"5rinv:rdersi ft.iu* ihis staurrchness u.hich saved and regained..the

""""i";;;iraepera"rceandautonomy 
a'fter thel'had been lost for a time'

The ideas of justice, social and national freedom, intlcpendence ancl

state unity ,r"" " 
,"J inrehA running throlgh the history of the Romanian

ffiù;; ii"i-o"À tfre pe,rmanent fei,tures 
-of this history, one ol them

uenerating the other', òne d.eriving from the other', and all together formilg
:;ffi;i;iir;"-"r"iiì; national boà1' - a s-1'nthesis oI the pasf presen! a*t1

future. Justice cannot be conceivetl of ivithout freedom' Nor can ind'e-

pà"a*"" be conceivetl of rvithout justice an6 freedom, and unity c-an-n9t

be achieved *-ithont leedom, jusiice and. indepen4er_rce. The .,-hole his-

iory of the Bo*anian people' Éas been a great Àesire for freetlom, justice,

i;;Itp;;.i;;ce and ""lty, 
1rith ,t ut't' endèavours t'o obtain them' and a

.stauich struggle for"them, which rvas ultiml,tely cloq'ned'r'i'ith success.

The ideas mentioned above rn'ere being defended by the popular

communities - socio-politicat and socio-economic organizations of the

Bomanian people, naÀed "popular Bomanias" in the 4th-Sth centuries I

they were ii,,,ilr,,ri to those icattered. over the Boman-based communities

in the Balkzr,ns and nere subsetluently to be named - inthel0th-11th
centuries - cneztloms :r,nd \roivodeships of n.hich there rvere màn-I', over

the territorl' north of the Danube, 'ivhere t'he Bomanian people was

formet.L. The ltomanian politicnl forimations north of the Danube coulcl

not be tlisplaced. b-1- the-populations which settled later over that terri-

tory _ Migyars, rl"n"o"i.,tai ana cumans. These formations developed

rnd struggletl without 
-cease to safeguard tlYt autonomy and' the

freeclomofthepeople.NorcouldthegreatTartar-}fongolianinr,a--
sion of 1241 rlo ,...r,r, ioitn them ; they rn'ere àcti'e in those hard times and

eurelgerl stronger t"han they had. been, after the Tartars' u'ithdrarn-al'

The -tìomanian people's struggle for justice' freed'om' independ'-

errre and unity rvas founàed. on a porverful i'eality : the consciousness of

thei. ethnica,i, tingi.istic, cultural antl economic unity, their unitar)' sPiri-

rutri profile. rrr" co**on origin of the Ilomanian people, the unity of the

t"og.i,,ge, of culture and of the customs, the *rtinterrupted' economic ties

,r.ri,,g[oi,t, tue rriàate Ages ancl lJre modcrn epoch, generated the con-

>r,i..snesÈ of people l1nsiip lnd later an active nation,,l consci,*sness,

and this :u1l!,
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and this supported the tendencies torvarcls unit), antl the struggle for
independence of the Romanian people along the centuries.

Another salient feature of the struggle for justice and freedom, for
independence ànd unity has been the participation of the Romanian people
of atrl Romanian provinces in a spirit of impressive solidarity in the efforts
and strivings to achieve these icleals, beyond the political frontiers that
dir.ided the Romanian countries, and subsequently Bomania, from the
Rornanian territories still under foreign clomirration.

fn evely case it $ras the masses th:it lent strength to that solidarity,
rvhether in the struggle fol freedom and social justice, or for independence
a,nd political unit;r. 'Ihe gretrt àrmy, made up of peasants taken from their
6illage, of free peasants - lnosneni. tn<l rdzepi, as they tvere termed - and
of enserfetl peàsrìnts - §erbi and iobagi - \\-otl the victories in the struggle
in defence of indepenclence.

The hrstory of theRomània,n people $,as & true epos, under the
Ieadership of valiant princes such as llircea the OId ànd Alexander the
Good, Iancu of llunedoiìr& ànd Stephen the Great.-Acrorvrring moment
rilas the first union of the Bornanian countries achieved by Mich:rel the
Brave in 1600. The memory of this glorious event pervaded all future
c,enturies.

When the formation process of the Roma,nian na,tion u.as concluded
cluring the first half of the 19th century and the consciousness of people
kinship hecame a nationa,l consciousness, the solidarity rrnrl unity of
the entire Romanian nation in the struggle for nationa,l irncl social liberty
assumed the character of à la,\y.

Ohe great peasant uprising of 1784-1?85 in Transylvania uncler
the leadership of Ilorea, Cio;ca and CriEan called forth rr, r-ide response,
in Moidavia, and \falla,chia, as proved i-r5, contemporaxy records. Ilorea's
icleas to unite Transyh,anià to ((the country" u.erre well knou,n at the time.

The rcvolution led by fudor \-ladimirescu in \Yallachia crlled
forth a stilllvider response in }loldavià and Tlansylr.,ania. The stern rneas-
ules taken b). the authorities prer.entecl an outbreak i1 Tra,sylvania
but x'ele unilble to prevent the solidarity of the people's miì,sses in the
Romanian provinces; they were unàble to suppress the idea of justice as
expressed lcy Tudor Vladimirescu in his procla,mation to the people of
\lrallachia in March 1821.

No obstacle could nolr check the tlevelopment of the idea of unity
for, as tb'e Règlem,ent Organiqtia pointecl out, ((the s:rme origin, religion,
customs and language of the inhabitants of the trvo Principa,lities (\YaI-
lachia antl }Ioldavia) as u.ell as their similar requirement,s, are eÌements
enough pleading for a closer union betrveen them, x-hich has so fa,r been
plevented and checked only by fortlritous circumstànces".

It rvas these vicissitudes of history that the progressive-minded
people, lvho were one x,ith the wishes tlncl the rnill of the people,,
endeavoured to sweep iì,u.ay u,henever the occasion arose. This is what
happened half way through the 1830's rvhen the leaders of the Boma-
nian-Polish secret society whose centre $'iì,s a,t Sibiu - the pick of
the intelligentsia of fransylvaniiì, Wallachia, Ifoldavia and Poland -
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united around the flags of the revolution, making it their aim, in the social
f,ield, to free the peà,qiìnts from serfclour, and in the political field, to urtite
ihe three Bomanian countries in an inclependent' dernocratic repubiic.

The idea is stil1 more cleàrly expressed. no iess than the idea of the
union to which it is closely corrnected, irr the Ifeclaration of the National
Party of Wailachiaof Novemberl/13,1838, which is entitietl : Act -of Uniow
and, independence. The second point of the Act clearly points to the neces-

sity of hCving new poiitical, public antl civii hrvs (a 
- 
Constitution) ena,cted

,,for a free and, inde,Tsen tlrir.tr Bomanian people" I and the elected ruling plince
rvas to take an oath "to u,ork for the happiness of the Bomanians,, to ob-
tain inclependence, to mitke allies and frienclsl'.

\{,ishes turned into tendencies and conquered the minds and hea.r'l,s,

rvhether young or old., of the inteiligentsia, of the Inàsses of peasantsr \YoIl:
hers and craftsmen, and of the ad.va,nced bourgeoisie. They 

_ 
rvere all

tìware that freedom antl justice, independence and unity were the condi-
tions si.ne qua, non of socio-economic :lnd socio-political, culturzrl and insti-
tutional progress.

the tentlencies oI making those great itleals come true 1sslrmetl
various forms, aCCording to trctuatr cond.itions, to plaCe and time, accorcl_-

ing to the circumstances rvithin and. without. \lrhen the latter coincidc'tl
or-clovetailed, tenc'lencies $,ent up one step. And the new step uplvz-r,rd,s

meant various moves accorcling to circum.qtances. The moves untler such
conclitions amounted to struggle in its more comprehensive or nlore re-
stricted. meaning -siruggle of words or deeds, by means of pen or slvord.

This is s'h:r1, hzrppened during the revolution of 1848 rvhen on either
sitle of the Carpathirrns identical plans l\'el'e màde for ('the union of the
entire Bornanian nation" into t(D:rco-Romàni:1" or ttRomania", and for
the independence of the nerv state. fhenceforth every decision, eYery pro-
gramme was imbued lvith such ideas. The Blaj Protocol of tho Romani:rn
ievolutionaries in Transylvania was inspired by them. Such plans were
not restricted to a srnall circle of revolutionaries and thinkers; they lai-
lietlthebroadmassesof thepeoplewho, assembled. on the Field of Libertl'
at Blaj on IIay 3/15, shouted. as one man : ((We want to unite with the cotln-
lry' ), into "the Bomanian Republic of Dacia", as a contemporary Ilungarian
interpreted that yearning - :ì, coruect interpretation, too, confirmed b3'
activities and events alternately on either side of the Carpathians. fhe
''(llnion of all Romanians)' wàs the historica,l decision that ((the General
'Congress of all Romanians" was to take on assembling in Bucharest in
the summer of 1848.

It rn'as not imitation or the influence of outside factors but a neces-
.iity arising from the requileuents of society that caused the prohlems
of union, autonornv and indepetrdence to hold a place of honour in the Pro-
gremrrue of the Moldavian and Wa,Ilachiàn revolutionaries.

In this respect, Nicolae Biilcescu, the urost :td.vanced of the Roma-
nitrn thinkers nnd revolutionalies of 1848, dreu' Iogical, fully justified
conclusions frorn a scienfific anaiysis of reli,i,lions-w'ith the Ottoman Porte,
on the ((sovereign t'ight" of the Romrtni:r,u people, procla,iming the dut;r
('to defend our nationality and our right":, if neetl be, even by shedding
our blood".

The revolution rl'iis d.efeatecl by the union of the foreign repressive
iolces - Tsarist and. Ot\oman - rvith the retrograde forces inside the
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country. But the greàt ideas and ideais proclaimed b-v the reYolution - ius-
tice, freedom, unit--v and inclependence - could not be defeated.
They continued to be alive and porverful not only in the mind.s and
thoughts of the most ad.\,anced of the intellectuals of those days, but al.so in
tÌ-re minds and heàrts or the millions of peirsant-<, criìftsmen and workers,
rrntl of the advanced bo)-a,rs and boulgeoi's. '(Bomània rnade vhole, free
and undivided" rvas Ìreralded by the Boruanilrn revolutionaries in exile,
,[:*sed on the trutii tha,t:t Romaniitlttlt'nlo(,r'aticlndsociirl republicwas
the fervent rvish of the entile Rornillriitn people.

Such .vealnings a,rtd tentlencies ÌÌ'tl (lo\Yiled 'with success when
thele is justicr in tlio'rrght trnd rlced, slietL tlie x'ill of the na,tion-joins the
conscienbe of the rìiìtiori, solitlary in its effolts 1o rnake mankinrl's eternal
icletr,ls come trut'.

With the po1\ €at to sense the untoldirrg of iristolica,I processes, Bà,1-
cescu presagetl irh"eirt'l.y in 1850 tlrr,rt the iutule revolutions would not
confine therirselves to demlìnding fleedr-rm in the country but u'ou1d. claim
nrtional unit1- irntl nrrtiotral lreerloru.

The fortr,rrst,q ol the grea,t patriot n'ere confirmed earlier than the
rnost confident, ol the architects of the great nittional ideal thought. The
union of the Priricipalities of Molrlnvia irnd \Yallachia prepared. for long
iri the hearts rrntl rninds of the goorl patriots tulned irrto reality in the late
1850's, in disregiu'd ol the desires of European diplomacy and. of
tiie opposition of sùme interested. po\\'ers. Union and independ"ence,
the achieventent of the entire Iìomanian people, rvere laid down in the
olficial letters ol the t arious constitutional organizations and bodies.

The Union achieved. in 1859 was the ft'uit of the efforts and. of
the will, of the sacrilices and r'enunciations, of the entire Bomanian people.
nt meant that the "overriding" idea, of those d.ays - as clea,r-sighted con-
ternporaries rvho could judge coming events described it - hacl come
tnue. Contemporiìry newspapers ancl the great men of letters inspirecl by
gland ideals prep:rred and supported it : NIihaiI Kogà,lniceanu in his leaf-
lets and from his chair at the 1\tihàileana Academy; Nicolae Bà,Icescu
in his l,ritings and his convincing speeches; Yasile Alecsandri in his
irnmortal verse, asking ((the brothers of the same nation" henceforth ('to

join hands for evett'. And the iìnonyrtolls masses prepared. for it in eager
expectation.

Tacecl with such a strong, unanimous rvill, the repre§entàtives
o{ the Great European Powers assembled at congresses and peace
conferences in Paris had to bow to reality, which'n'as that the inhaliitants
of the Bomanian countries had alwa--vs been ((one single people", that
they had '(the same origin, the same name, the same language, the same
reiigion, the same history, the same civilization, the same institutions,
the same laws ancl customs, the same fears and hopes, the same require-
rnents that had to he met, the same froutiers to watch over, the same
past sorrorvs, the same futut'e to rnake srlcure, and finally the same mis-
sion to accomplish". Such rvere the assertions of the ad-hoc as§emblies
of the Bomanian Plincipalities. The natur"al conclusion before such
&xguments, cou1tl oniybe '(union. theuiitrnimous rn-ish of the Romarrians",
rn hich they rvoultl have likecl ((to see turned into laot at the soonest, as it
'was already in their mlnds a!nd. hearts".
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union dwert in the '(minds and hearts:'of good patriots - peasanl,s,workers, craftsmen, _inteilectuals and advanceo-È;i;" und bourEeois _and those minds and hearts eourd not ue aivertea"fr;;-th;;;;ii;;'i;
filment. once again a truth stood out,, namely inrfì"n"n a righttuI ideainluses the people's masses no1hing can diverr'rne;-frlom the path lcaclinl,rnem to tlÌe pìrpose in vierv. rndeed, neither the equir-ocai itand ìrk;;by sorne of the Great Powers, nor the opposition of 6ttrer polvers, nor theoutdated conservatism of some boyar gio*ps, could divert them.coionel Alex;rndru roan cuzal a r"evotirtiorury ot^ra4g, was unani_mously elected prince of the country by the uoraavian niective A--;ffiù
i,L*li:l:{ !_l\!_:_185e. after cenduriés or humirialio". and injustice,ivlorclavra nol\- expressed her ancestral.risli! to elect her ruling prmd".- iLìstand.takel bythe share-cropper (ctd,cagi.) deputiàs is impressive. on thatoceasion, they gave proof of ìincere_patiiotitm, *"ppò.rirg the inlerestsof the nation, -confideit that nationalìnion n"a'rìÈiriy would ensru,e theunitv of mind and feelings of all people, and aiJ"sociar ;usiice-anafreedom for the oppressed ònes.

a- most significant stand 'r,as taken by outstanding poriticar andculturat personalities w-ho understood_ana suppàri;d;h; frigh"" i"ìàràutuof the nation and withdre'w their candidatur"'ill;ù;; of cuza in orderto avoid discord detrimental to the country and to the future ,i-th;Eomanian people.
fhe Romanian_ peopre wa,s fuily ari-are of the significance of theevent, as p,oved b-y lhe impressive, moit enthusiastic poiutar dernonstra-tions in torvns and villages, rvnicn 'lasted tor oayÀ-a-na'nìghts o,r ";d:"ò;Januar5, 2,4/February E] rinder the pressrue of the masses assembleclon the hill of the.parliament, Alexan^dru roan 

-ci,;; ,iir--ir*";ilil;Prince of Wallachia.
The union had not been achieved as a gift of the Great powers,or

hythediligenceof privatepeopleonly. It ri as th? u.Ui"i--".,t of the entirepeople inspired wilh.generous aud sincer" prrri"ti*iìna )-d*irg ;;ì.union into a single independent and uo*ràig"-.;;;tr:y.
The Union of January 1gbg, completed in innonry 1g62 _when the first singre parriame:rt'oì:eneà in Bucharest, Romania,snew capital - , rn.as a moment of histoii-c significÀ;àìàt onty f"; ih;;

l,,T-"^]:j "_ql+rv 
for the periods thai rouowEa.--nne-ùoiu, opened up avrctorlous path for reforms that ehanged the counlonance of 1Ée corrnl,iv,secularization of the eslates of the fionasierier, ,, ugràiio;";"ì#il'à;electo'al lau'. a larv on sch_ooling, organizaliou of th%-a'nry, etc. TheUnion of 185b may be consiAereO'às ihe foundarion of the edifice u.hicÌrhusy hands and Éeen 

-minds, inspired s,ith sincere- tovà-to, their h.rne-land, made richer and handso*à..
once the uniqn gf ll" p^rirrcip_arities had been achieveci, it was inde-pendence that took hold of the hearts and minds à1 tr.u Romanian

Iflfllju.":ill,gly^ yearned .for it, ever;,bod, ..*"Èà it, 
"r""ybody wasprepareo to nlake alxsacrifices in orrler to obtain it. soine of"thosb whosupported it provided.a. convincing theoreticàl ù*sl*-to" it from thestandpoint of natural right and intàilationat iaw, Ìiom trr". *tì"apoi"iof historical nccessity. tne rvriter Dirnitrie gori"ii";"* did it withpathos and conviction,^stating that ,athe most valuable r.ight of a nationis the rrglrt to rure itseif.acc_oràirrg to iis wiirlin"**"#"a 

"iirrt ot a nationis the right to preserve itserf : a fation i. 
",r*àyì-""titrà^ià ""put 
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anv uljust oppression frorn outsitle; ibs third right is to develop freely
antl fully all its faaulties inasfar tr-q the :lppliczrtion of its right is not
c'letrimental to the interests of other nations".

Already at the beginning of 1876, under the pressure of the people

- peasants, workers, intellectuais, craftsmen, and the lorn'er middle
class - Bornania's rulers made it knorrn to the European Powers that
bhe countrv u.ishetl to 'be independent. The diplornatic note the tr'oreign
Minister }fihail Kogà,lnicea,nu sent to the Ottoman Porte an<l to the Guar-
anteeing Pou'ers in June 18?6 rvas rrctuall-v a d"eclir,ration of independence.
No answer being r.ouchsaferl to Romirnia,'s official note, inclependence had
to be o'btained b1' different means. The L.,ivad.ia talks betrveen the repre-
sentatives of Ronrania and Itussia, in the autumn of 1876 clealt rviththeprob-
lem. Once again the Ottonr"an Porte reject,ed the proposrrls milde by the
Great Porvers in the L,ondon prott-rt'ol of }Iarch 1i37?.

Those x'ere heroic times a,nr[ men \vere prepa,r'ed to live up to the
occasion. The opportunity rvas not to be missed. Ilnless its aspirations
rr.ere fulfilled, tire people rvas dett-rmined to conquer independence by
force of arms. ft nas the rvill of the raclical bourgeoisie who rvas prepar-
ing public opinion for i1, through the rned.ium of the press. The rn'orkers'
and the socialist circles propagated the idea, rallying the 'worhers and
peasants for the struggle for intlependence. Its necessit}, and possibility
rvere demonstrated b). the intelligentsia of Romaniil, and of t'he Romanian
provinces under foreign domination, through the medium of the press
and of lectures, ol rnanifestations and demonstrations. And the àrmy wiùs
ready to conquet it b-v their sacrifices on the battlefield.

Everything rn'as ready, and when the Ottoman Porte began the
rvar in defiance of international usage, a rampart u'as raised behind which
u,as the whole Romanian people - of Bomania :lnd. of ali Bomanian
provinces under foreign domination. Under the pressure of the people's
masses, officialtlonr hacl to keep pace rvith developments. A Romanian-
Iìussian convention rvas signed by the legislative bodies on 4/16 April.
On Apr. 29/May 11, under the pressure of the masses again, they declared
the state of v'ar rvith the Ottoman Porte. fhe natural consequence
rvas tft,e motioru of the Chamber of Deputies of 9121 MaE 1877 proclaim-
ing Romania,'s 'independence. The reason was stated trriefly and clearly :

"The Chamber, satisfied, wtth the gooernment's enplanations oaer the aote
of April 29 of tlle current year, notes that the war between Romania and.
Turkey, the seuerance of ou,r relations with, the Porte ctnd the absolu,te
i.ndependence of Romania haae been gir:en an, official sanctioning.')

A new independent state had emerged on the political map of
Europe. A state which had. proved" that it deserved" to conquer its inde-
pendence and 'lvhich rvas to pro\-e that it was able to defend it on the
battlefield.

fhe baptism of fire began shortly after the proclamation of independ-
ence. Eomanian soldiers did heroic deeds. The whole country was beside
thern, determined to make any sacrifices that $rere required. Once again
there was an impressive solidarit-v rvith the heroism of the Romanian
peasant, now iù soklier marching on :rlongsitle Russian soldiers and Bulga-
ria,n volunteers. The general enthusi:rsm on either side of the Carpathians
rvas truly impressive. The peasants that rvere still at home gave their
cattle, their goods, for those that had gone to l,:rr. The rvorking people's
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masses offered. the fruits of their labour for those who were laying down
their lives for a great itleal. fhe v'riters made the historic rnoment éterna,l
in their perennial works. Numberless young men in Romania and in the
provinces under the clomination of great empires - in Transylvania antl
Bucovina - left their families and enlisted to defend the country,s inde-
pentlence. Wherever Bomanians lived, money, clothing and medicines
rvere heing collected for the cause.

,4.s in former days, as always, the cause of the entire nation was
supported" on either sicle of the Carpathians. The artificial frontiers divitl-
ing those of the same kin couid not and did not raise any barrier before
the unshakable will to unite anrl enjoy full indepcndence. fndependence
was à strong pillar supporting the national edifice, beside the other:
pillar, rn'hich v-as just as strong and beautiful : the Ilnion of 185$.
In order to make the edifice complete and long-Iasting, other pil-
Iars, no less strong and i;eautiful, were needed.

Writers of prestige on ail the territories inhabited iry the Rorna-
nians contributed" to newspapers and reviews whose very title 'was a
programme of action : ((Dacia viitoare" (The Future l)acia), ((Eman-

ciparea" (Emancipation), '(Carpalii" (the Carpathians), "Ifnitatea,
Nalionalii" (National Unity), ('Natiunea (The Nation), etc. Furthermore,
the advanced thinkers - socia,lists and sympathizers - spoke their minds
straight out rn'ith regard to the desire to unite the territories inhabited
by Bomanians.

The Memorandum movement of the Romanians in Transylvania for
political freedom and political rights (1882-1894) rvas yet a,nother occà-
sion to reveal the full solidarity betrveen the sons cf the same nation,
'rvhether living in Bomania or in the Romanian provinces under foreign
rule, thus cloing arvay rvith geographic flontiers frorn the political antl
spiritual standpoints. The society called the ((Cultural League", which
began its activity under such circun'lstances and also on a most significant,
date - 24 January 1891 - yras to become during \Yorld War I '(the
League for the Political Unity of all Rornanians". It is undeniable tha"t,
the Ileague greatly contributed to build up the political unity of the
Romanians. And it is also undeniable tha,t the progressive intelligentsia
pla-ved, its part in demonstrating the necessity to unite and to have fuli
ind.ependence. Constantin Dobrogea,nu-Gherea said in 1911 that a country,
as :ì social body, must, clevelop a,s & complete organism. If dirrided
into several parts, like Poland or, to a certain extent, Romania,,
its development becomes abnolnial antl unsound. Pointing out that
national subjugation is effected for the benefit of the dominant
classes and. that the v.orking people's share is only "heavier shackles",
Doblogeanu-Gherea further stated that '(social-democracy the world
over, rvhich struggles against ail injustice, all oppression and. enslavement,
of man by man, is fighting all the evils of capitalist society, all national
depredation ; it is fighting to libera,te the nations from the foreign yoke."
Constantin Mille, another socialist, cleemed on the eve of the tr'irst
\forltl TVar that ('everything was ripe for Bomanianism to settle within
the sàme national channel." é.nd. so, for all Eomanians in Àustria-Ilungary,
including common people, ('Romania is the countrg anti it is but natwal
that all eyes and all hopes should, be directed towarcls that countrg') "
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Thus it was that one of the most important acts in the history of
the Bomanian people - completton ol nattonlal unity - *r* being ;;[iJ.""d
!!up Iv step, carefully, patiently, rith courage un"d a sense of Ésponsinil-
it_r, !v dint of mature consicteration g! thà part of the entird people.
The Bomanian nation shox'ed the rnorld a determined and seH-àssuled
countenance when the union with the mother country came to be achievedby lhe will of the_people's masses - peasants, wbrkers, craftsmen and
intellectuats,-a1{ the advance4 bour.gebisie. rt'relegated. to oblivion the
su{ferings.and injustice endur-ed, u,ell àrvare that no iation that oppresses
other nations can be {ree. Thus, at the end of a long process aioig ,o
upw-ard as u-ell as a downrvard course, with nrany saériiices, the jristice
of the.peoples wish.ing_to live in freedom and independence, united. ancl
sovereign, carried. the day.

pqing the 1929-1933 interval, as well as dwing the royal and miii-
tary-fascist dictatorship, tle_protetarlat and the pa"rty of ine working
class 'were in the forefront of thè struggle for social fustiée, for democrati[,
tiug.rlie5 for independence and territòiial integrity"and against the impe-
rialist Yienna Dictate of ALrgust 80., 1940, agaiist Nazi ocdupation, agaiistthe anti-soviet war. fhc Èomaniàn comfrlnist party hèading' ,1 tnu
demo-cratic forces, prepared and organized the victorioirs armed. national
anti-fascist and anti-impcrialist insur.r'ection of august, Lg44. fhis was amost important historic-al event, and a decisive iurning point in thecoultry's advalce towards progress and democracy, provinitÉat ,,between
socialists and the homeland, bètween the interest§ b^f tne pioletariat and of
the people, there can be no antagonism,,, as the socialisl Mihai G. Bujor
rvrote in 1916. For socialism does not favour and has ne.trer favoured theabolition of the homeland I socialism has considered the homeland as anatural and historical framervork for th_e development of the il"pd;
'(r,rithin that framework a life of its orvn ìas deveiop*a io. eacn ^nat'lon,
with traditions, spiritual life and icleals of its ox,-n, olitn it. own civiliza_tion - a valuable and indispensable element of the general civilization.',
rn- thls respect the homeland u,-as considered to be- ,u""u.ury for it isonly thus that the peoples can((develop at wilt and rufy'all ihei-origi:naiity, all their creative power.,,
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