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SEARCHING PubMed:

• Searching by author:   Surname + Fist initial e.g.       Tossi A

- this can be qualified by the field tag [au] e.g.      Bird D [au]   Ross P [1au]   Tossi A [lastau]

• Searching by journal:    Full name, abbrev. Name or ISSN

e.g. molecular biology of the cell      mol biol cell       1059-1524

• Searching for a phrase: use “..”     “kidney allograph”

• Search using wild characters:   e.g. breast feed, breast feeding → “breast feed*”

• Boolean operators:   AND , OR,  NOT  (always in UPPERCASE)

Tossi AND Scocchi      → both Tossi and Scocchi are present as authors

Tossi OR Scocchi        → either Tossi or Scocchi are present as authors

knee NOT elbow       → if a work refers to “knee” and also to “elbow” it is excluded

• NESTING operators:      ((knee OR elbow) AND injury) AND (football OR soccer))
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MeSH

• MeSH: acronym for Medical Subject Headings.

• Controlled vocabulary thesaurus used by National Library of 

Medicine’s for indexing and cataloging biomedical literature.

• Hierarchical arrangement of information: MeSH Tree Structures.

• Updated annually.

MeSH vocabulary - four types of terms

Term Example

• Heading                                      (descriptor) Kidney, Body Weight, Self Medication, Radioactive waste, Brain edema

• Subheading                                (qualifier) adverse effects, diagnosis, metabolism, therapy

• Supplementary Concept Record (substance, cordycepin, valspodar, GFP, MOPP protocol, Brett syndrome
medical condition, protocol)

• Publication Characteristics      (types) Letter, Communication, Review, Randomized Controlled Trial

https://www.nlm.nih.gov/mesh/meshhome.html
https://www.nlm.nih.gov/mesh/meshhome.html


MeSH Tree Structures

• MeSH headings are organized in a "tree" with 16 main branches:

• Each branch has many levels of sub-branches in a hierarchical arrangement

• Some terms can appear in more than one branch of the tree.

A. Anatomy Anatomy Anatomy

B. Organisms Body region Sense organ

C. Diseases Head Ear

D. Chemicals and Drugs Ear Middle ear

E. Analytical, Diagnosticand TherapeuticTechniques and Equipment                                                                                                     Eardrum

F. Psychiatry and Psychology

G. Phenomena and Processes

H. Disciplines and Occupations

I. Anthropology, Education, Sociologyand Social Phenomena

J. Technology, Industry, Agriculture

K. Humanities

L. Information Science

M. Named Groups

N. Health Care

V.   Publication Characteristics

Z.   Geographicals

Anatomy
Body Region

Urogenital system
Urinary tract

Kidney


