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2.Cause for an art theft
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21st of August 1911



Louis Lepine Vincenzo Peruggia



Cause of  
an art theft

lack of security

lack of diligence during disclose

lack of estimate value of piece (no insurance)

lack of descriptive or photographic documentation

ease of sale via official entities

lack of provenance research by art dealers

capital invest in art

self appraisal by obtaining valuable piece of work not 
necessary legally



Modus 
operandi of 
perpetrators. 
Types of art. 
theft

Art theft from museum

Art theft from sacred place

Art theft from private housing

Art theft from antique shops, art galleries
and auction houses

Art theft from library



Modus operandi of perpetrators

Art theft from the museum

• theft during visiting hours

• breaking and entering

• robbery

• Inside job - employees



Claude Monet – Beach in Pourville





Modus operandi of perpetrators

Art theft from the museum

• theft during visiting hours

• breaking and entering

• robbery

• Inside job - employees



https://www.theartnewspaper.com/2025/01/30/three-arrested-theft-ancient-golden-objects-netherlands-museum?utm_source=The+Art+Newspaper+Newsletters&utm_campaign=4ca8927455-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2024_12_06_03_44_COPY_01&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_-e68b6acb0a-

62429217



Modus operandi of perpetrators

Art theft from the museum

• theft during visiting hours

• breaking and entering

• robbery

• Inside job - employees



Johannes Vermeer
The Concert



Rembrandt van Rijn  - 
The Storm on the Sea of 
Galilee



Modus operandi of perpetrators

Art theft from the museum

• theft during visiting hours

• breaking and entering

• robbery

• Inside job - employees





Modus 
operandi of 
perpetrators. 
Types of art. 
theft

Art theft from museum

Art theft from sacred place

Art theft from private housing

Art theft from antique shops, art galleries
and auction houses

Art theft from library



Caravaggio - Nativity
with St. Francis and St. 
Lorenzo



Modus 
operandi of 
perpetrators. 
Types of art. 
theft

Art theft from museum

Art theft from sacred place

Art theft from private housing

Art theft from antique shops, art galleries
and auction houses

Art theft from library





Modus 
operandi of 
perpetrators. 
Types of art. 
theft

Art theft from museum

Art theft from sacred place

Art theft from private housing

Art theft from antique shops, art galleries
and auction houses

Art theft from library



Modus 
operandi of 
perpetrators. 
Types of art. 
theft

Art theft from museum

Art theft from sacred place

Art theft from private housing

Art theft from antique shops, art galleries
and auction houses

Art theft from library











• Kidnapping an artwork for 

a ransom

• main target to obtain an amount

of money for the return 

of an artwork

• blackmail to destroy an artwork

Artnapping



Kees van Dongen
La Penseuse



Types
of perpetrators
of art theft

Inside job - employees

Visitors

Organised criminal group

Treasure hunters

Criminals for hire





Motivations
of perpetrators

1. psychological

2. psychopathological

3. social





Lucas Cranach the Elder
Sibylle of Cleves



International Databases for Stolen Artworks

• Art Loss Register

• Stolen Works of Art - INTERPOL

• The National Stolen Art File - FBI

















źródło: https://apps.apple.com/us/app/id-art/id1532194083





źródło: https://news.artnet.com/art-world/fbi-stolen-art-mobile-app-2284241
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