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Strengths

The importance of the tourism sector in FVG

The increase in tourist accommodation 
facilities

Geographical location and transport 
connections

Landscape variety

Wide range of products and services offered:
• Cultural tourism

• Food and wine tourism
• Natural tourism
• Sport tourism

Events Initiatives

Tourist satisfaction



The tourism sector

FVG is in a strategic position thanks to its geographical location 

on the border with Austria and Slovenia and the many transport 

facilities it has:

• Trieste Airport

• Trains

• Harbor 

• Highways

Source: https://www.regione.fvg.it/rafvg/export/sites/default/RAFVG/economia-
imprese/turismo/FOGLIA80/allegati/23122024_PTFVG_Linee_indirizzo_2025.pdf

The regional tourism system includes 11,972 tourism-related 
enterprises and 63,148 employees, making the sector crucial for the 
local economy.

FVG has increased the number of tourist accommodation facilities.

Sources: https://www.iosonofvg.it/, 
https://www.sistan.it/index.phpid=88&tx_ttnews[tt_news]=11217 & 
https://www.ilfriuli.it/economia/il-patrimonio-culturale-fvg-convince-i-vacanzieri-
soddisfazione-altissima-e-buone-prospettive-per-le-imprese-del-settore/

Location 
and transport links
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Landscape variety

Tourist arrivals in FVG in the period 2018-2023 grew by 12.6%:

o Municipalities of the Natisone and Torre Valleys -0,9%

o Seaside destinations +9.1%

o Municipalities belonging to the «Borghi»* cluster +41.9%

o Municipalities in the Friuli hills +19.4%

o Mountain destinations +14%

o Municipalities belonging to the «Perle d’arte»* cluster + 
29.4%

o Collio municipalities +10.4%

o Cities +14.3%

In summary, tourist growth exceeded the regional average for most 
of the clusters considered.

Source: 
https://www.regione.fvg.it/rafvg/export/sites/default/RAFVG/GEN/statistica/FOGLIA108/allegati/Turismo_202
3_Ufficio_statistica_Regione_FVG_Dicembre_2024.pdf 

*«Perle d’arte» cluster includes: Municipalities of Cividale, Gemona, 
Codroipo, Sacile, Spilimbergo.
*«Borghi» cluster includes: Clauiano, Cordovado, Fagagna, Gradisca, 
Palmanova, Poffabro, Polcenigo, Sappada, Sesto al Reghena, 
Strassoldo, Toppo (Travesio) Valvasone Arzene, Venzone.

https://www.regione.fvg.it/rafvg/export/sites/default/RAFVG/GEN/statistica/FOGLIA108/allegati/Turismo_2023_Ufficio_statistica_Regione_FVG_Dicembre_2024.pdf
https://www.regione.fvg.it/rafvg/export/sites/default/RAFVG/GEN/statistica/FOGLIA108/allegati/Turismo_2023_Ufficio_statistica_Regione_FVG_Dicembre_2024.pdf


Comparison with 
the national 
situation

https://www.istat.it/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Statistica-Today_Turismo-2023_rev.pdf 

https://www.istat.it/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Statistica-Today_Turismo-2023_rev.pdf
https://www.istat.it/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Statistica-Today_Turismo-2023_rev.pdf
https://www.istat.it/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Statistica-Today_Turismo-2023_rev.pdf
https://www.istat.it/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Statistica-Today_Turismo-2023_rev.pdf
https://www.istat.it/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Statistica-Today_Turismo-2023_rev.pdf
https://www.istat.it/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Statistica-Today_Turismo-2023_rev.pdf
https://www.istat.it/wp-content/uploads/2024/11/Statistica-Today_Turismo-2023_rev.pdf


Why is FVG a tourist 
destination?
Products and 
services offered

➢ Cultural tourism
▪ 5 UNESCO sites, Nova Gorica/Gorizia 

European Capital of Culture 2025

➢ Food and wine tourism
▪ Wine and Taste Route

➢ Natural tourism

➢ Sport tourism
▪ Water sports, trekking, rafting, kayaking, bike 

tours, skiing 

Record-breaking FVG: 9.8 million tourists 
per year 

(Source: https://www.udinetoday.it/economia/turismo-friuli-
venezia-giulia-boom-visitatori.html) 
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Events

• Barcolana

In 2018, the 50th edition officially entered the Guinness Book of 
Records as the “Largest Sailing Race” in the world, thanks to the 
2,689 boats registered.

-> around 25,000 sailors and over 300,000 people

• Friuli DOC

• Pordenonelegge

• Gusti di Frontiera

• Concerts

For every €1 invested by the public sector, over €7 was 
returned to the region.

Sources: https://www.regione.fvg.it/rafvg/export/sites/default/RAFVG/GEN/statistica/FOGLIA5
9/allegati/Grandi_eventi_e_tradizioni_locali_BigData_Luglio_2020.pdf & 
https://www.promoturismo.fvg.it/proxyvfs.axd/allegato,/r214079?%20%E2%80%8B 

• Online communication and promotional services:

▪ Io sono FVG -> sustainability

▪ PromoTurismoFVG

• Agreements:

▪ TUReSTA

▪ FVGCard

• Initiatives to promote historical and cross-border heritage:

▪ Nova Gorica – Gorizia European Capital of Culture 
2025 - GO!2025

▪ Walk of Peace

▪ Interreg Italia-Slovenija

Source: https://www.regione.fvg.it/rafvg/export/sites/default/RAFVG/economia-
imprese/turismo/FOGLIA80/allegati/23122024_PTFVG_Linee_indirizzo_2025.pdf 

and 
initiatives

https://www.regione.fvg.it/rafvg/export/sites/default/RAFVG/GEN/statistica/FOGLIA59/allegati/Grandi_eventi_e_tradizioni_locali_BigData_Luglio_2020.pdf
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Tourist satisfaction

v Tourists are highly satisfied, with an average rating of close to 9/10 for their stay in Friuli Venezia Giulia. The restaurants, hospitality, 

quality of services, and organization of the region received excellent reviews. Notably, over 50% of visitors have already written or 

intend to write an online review, which helps to strengthen the region's reputation.

(Source: https://www.udinetoday.it/economia/turismo-friuli-venezia-giulia-boom-visitatori.html) 
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Weaknesses 

FVG is one of the least 
touristic regions in Italy, as 

the Regional Tourism 
Reputation Index for 2020 

affirmed

Overtourism involves 
irregular and unforeseeable 

waves of tourists due to 
cruise ships that block the 

main attractive spots 
(mobility and food services)

Cruise ships in Trieste do no 
ensure a positive economic 
return due to limited time 

tourists spend in the city, and 
there are many 

environmental consequences

Price increases: in 2025, FVG 
is third most expensive 

region in Italy with an annual 
inflation of 1.8%, compared 

to the national figure of 1.7%  

In 2024, bad weather 
damaged  the economy of 
the region, reducing beach 

tourism

Competition with other 
nearby coastal areas: in 2023, 
Lignano and Grado attracted 

fewer visitors than other 
locations in Veneto (Jesolo, 
Caorle, Cavallino Treporti, 

Bibione).



Opportunities

European Level:

1. ERDF 2021-2027 = non-repayable grants for 
the implementation of productive 
investment projects aimed at strengthening 
the sustainable and digital competitiveness 
of businesses in the tourism sector

2. On December 1st 2022, the Council of 
Europe adopted the 2030 European Agenda 
for Tourism, which provides guidelines for 
developing sustainable, innovative, and 
resilient European tourism by 2050



Opportunities

National level

• In July 2023, the Council of Ministers approved the Tourism Strategic Plan (2023-2027), 
which is included in Mission 1 of the PNRR and aims to improve the quality of the tourism 
sector

Regional level: 

• The Film Fund supports the production of films that promote the region and encourage 
employment and the development of the tourism economy

• Nova Gorica and Gorizia European capital of culture 2025: this will represent a strategic 
opportunity to enhance the visibility of Gorizia from 2026 onwards



Threats

• CMCC (Centro Euro-
Mediterraneo sui Cambiamenti 
Climatici) published a study in 
2024 affirming that the Italian 
tourism sector will be severely 

impacted by climate change by 
2050 in the absence of 
environmental policies ; 

• Competition with the other 
Regions of Northern-East Italy ; 

• Overtourism will lead to the 
gentrification of some districts, 

alterations to the real estate 
market, pressure on 

environmental resources, and an 
impact on people’s daily lives . 



Sitography
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https://www.friulioggi.it/friuli-venezia-giulia/fvg-turismo-ultimi-posti-italia-16-agosto-2020/

https://www.lavitacattolica.it/overtourism-anche-il-friuli-rischia-subito-una-strategia/

https://friulisera.it/patto-per-lautonomia-solleva-dubbi-sul-turismo-crocieristico-moretuzzo-navi-da-crociera-a-trieste-ritorno-economico-dubbio-impatto-ambientale-imponente/

https://www.messaggeroveneto.it/regione/inflazione-rincari-friuli-venezia-giulia-2025-m3hook9r

https://www.friulioggi.it/friuli/danni-maltempo-spiagge-friulane-calo-turisti-2-luglio-2024/

https://www.ilpiccolo.it/regione/turismo-in-fvg-lassessore-bini-fa-il-punto-presenze-in-aumento-e-sempre-piu-stranieri-lavoriamo-alle-norme-l9lvlsdm
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