Vocabulary List — U.S. Government Shutdown
	Word / Expression
	Definition (Simple English)

	Shutdown
	When the government stops many of its activities because Congress did not approve money to run them.

	Funding lapse
	When the government runs out of official permission to spend money; money is not approved in time.

	Continuing resolution
	A temporary law that allows the government to keep working for a short time while politicians continue negotiating the budget.

	Furlough
	Temporary unpaid time off from work. Government workers must stay home and do not get paid.

	Exempt / Excepted employees
	Government workers who must continue working during a shutdown (for example, police, airport security, military), even if they are not paid immediately.

	Essential services
	Important government services that must continue (such as security, safety, medical emergencies).

	Appropriations
	The official process where Congress decides how much money each part of the government can spend.

	Budget stalemate
	A situation where politicians cannot agree on the budget, so nothing moves forward.

	Unpaid leave
	Time away from work without getting paid. Similar to furlough.

	Fiscal year
	The government’s financial year for planning and accounting. In the U.S., it starts on October 1 and ends on September 30.

	Back pay
	Money paid later to workers for the time they worked or stayed home unpaid during the shutdown.

	Default
	When a government fails to pay its debts or bills. The U.S. has never defaulted.

	Agency
	A government department or organization that does a specific job (for example, NASA, FBI, Environmental Protection Agency).

	Program cuts
	When the government reduces spending on certain services or programs.



