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The European Seas
Mediterranean Sea
Black Sea
Macaronesia
North East Atlantic
Baltic Sea
Arctic Ocean



Marine conservation targets
Convention on Biological Diversity
Strategic Plan 2011-2020

A total of 12.1 % of 
the surface of 
Europe’s seas was
designated as
marine protected
areas (EEA, 2023)



EU MPAs in a nutshell

Most of protected
surface is in coastal
areas, whereas
territorial waters
and offshore areas
are poorly covered.
Most of MPAs
extend for less than
5 km2



Natura 2000 Sites
Sites of Community Importance (SCI) – marine SCI are basically
Posidonia oceanica meadows (‘SIC’)

Specially Protected Areas (SPA) – related to birds (mostly transitional
environments) (‘ZPS’)

Special Areas of Consevation (SAC) – species or habitats (‘ZSC’)

SPAMI: areas of importance for conserving the components of 
biological diversity in the Mediterranean Sea; contain ecosystems
specific of the Mediterranean area or habitats of endangered species; 
areas of special interest at the scientific, aesthetic, cultural or 
educational levels.

Protocol concerning Specially Protected Areas and Biological Diversity
in the Mediterranean (SPA/BD Protocol), the Contracting Parties to the 
Barcelona Convention established the List of Specially Protected Areas
of Mediterranean Importance (RAC/SPA)



Natura 2000 Sites
Marine Natura 2000 
sites covered about
573 000 km2 or 9% of 
Europe's seas, 
although they are 
mainly in near-shore
and coastal waters



Natura 2000 Sites



Management



The Mediterranean Sea: all protection



The Mediterranean Sea: EBSA 

Ecologically or biologically significant area



Ecologically or biologically significant areas
What is an ecologically or biologically significant area (EBSA)?

An EBSA is an area of the ocean that has special importance in terms of its ecological
and biological characteristics: for example, by providing essential habitats, food sources
or breeding grounds for particular species. In 2008, a process to recognise these special 
areas was put in place by the United Nations Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD). 
Based on a set of seven scientific criteria, this process provides a framework to 
methodically and objectively describe those areas of the ocean that are crucial to the 
healthy functioning of the global marine ecosystem. EBSAs are areas of the ocean that
are judged – through a technical process – to meet one or more of the following seven
scientific criteria:

Uniqueness or rarity
Special importance for life stages of species
Importance for threatened, endangered, or declining species or habitats
Vulnerability, fragility or slow recovery
Biological productivity/diversity
Naturalness



There are 1,087 officially designated MPAs in the Mediterranean covering
209,303 km2 , plus OECMs for a total of >1300 protected areas, which
places a surface of 11.7% under a legal designation

About 900 sites are covered mostly due to the Natura 2000 at sea network 
which rarely affords strict restrictive measures and 186 are true MPAs.
Mostly shallow waters
39.77% of Posidonia meadows and 32.78% of Mediterranean coralligenous 

communities are covered.

65.05% of MPAs of national designations have a marine surface of less than 50 

km2 (77.17% of all MPAs and OECMs), 69 nationally designated sites have a 

marine area smaller than 10 km2 and 46 are larger than 100 km2.

78% of nationally designated MPAs are over 10 years old, which is considered

the minimum age for an MPA to reach a certain maturity (even though the time 

required for an MPA to be effective varies greatly from one area to another) and 

46 sites are over 20 years old.

The Mediterranean Sea



MediterraneanMPAs

Claudet et al. 2020



Mediterranean MPAs: full/high protection level

Claudet et al. 2020



Mediterranean MPAs: protection in sub-basins

Over 72.77% of the surface covered is located in the Western Mediterranean, 90.05% 
of the total surface covered by MPAs and OECMs are found in EU waters.

Claudet et al. 2020



Mediterranean MPAs: countries

Claudet et al. 2020



The Italian coasts
29 MPAs
2 parks
Pelagos Sanctuary



The Italian coasts: next designation

23 MPAs for next designation

Isole Cheradi



Legal framework
Laws for protection of nature at
national (e.g. L. 394/91), 
international and EU level
Data on environmental, 
biological, socio-economic
context and peculiarities
Proposal for zonation, 
boundaries, protection levels, 
aims of conservation, after
further studies
Involvement of local bodies and 
stakeholders

Institution


