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The bodies of the European Union

➢ The European Parliament

➢ The European Council

➢ The Council

➢ The European Commission

➢ The Court of Justice

➢ The European Central Bank

➢ The Court of Auditors



The Bodies of the 
European Union

THE EUROPEAN COUNCIL

• It is composed of the Heads of State or Government of the 
Member States, its President, and the President of the 
Commission.

• It meets at least twice every six months.

• It is chaired by the President of the European Council, elected 
for a term of two and a half years, renewable once (he cannot 
hold national office).

• It is the EU's political steering body: "it provides the Union 
with the necessary impetus for its development and defines 
its general political directions and priorities. It does not 
exercise legislative functions".

• It takes decisions by consensus (except for certain 
resolutions, provided for by the Treaties, by vote).



The bodies of the 
European Union

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION

• Role: Voice of the EU governments, adopts EU 
legislation, and coordinates EU policies.

• Members: The government ministers of each EU 
country responsible for the matter under discussion.

• President: Each European Union country holds the 
presidency, rotating for a period of six months.

• Year of establishment: 1958 (as the Council of the 
European Economic Community).

• Location: Brussels, Belgium.

• Website:https://www.consilium.europa.eu/en/council
-eu/



The bodies of the 
European Union

THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION

• In the Council, government ministers from each 
EU country meet to discuss, amend, and adopt 
legislation and coordinate policies. They are 
authorized to commit their governments to 
pursuing the actions agreed upon there.

• Together with the European Parliament, the 
Council is the EU's main decision-making body.

It should not be confused with:

• the European Council—a quarterly meeting 
where EU leaders meet to broadly define the 
Union's political directions.

• The Council of Europe—is not an EU institution.



The bodies of the 
European Union

What does the Council do?

• It negotiates and adopts EU laws together with 
the European Parliament, based on proposals 
from the European Commission.

• It coordinates the policies of EU countries.

• It develops the EU's foreign and security policy 
based on guidelines from the European Council.

• It signs agreements between the EU and other 
countries or international organizations.

• It approves the EU's annual budget together with 
the European Parliament.



The bodies of the 
European Union

THE COUNCIL

It is composed of one representative from each Member State at 
Ministerial level (=27 members) authorized to commit their government.

It meets in 9 "configurations":

1) General Affairs and External Relations

2) Economic and Financial Affairs (ECOFIN)

3) Justice and Home Affairs

4) Employment, Social Policy, Health and Consumer Protection

5) Competition, Internal Market, Industry and Research

6) Transport, Telecommunications and Energy

7) Agriculture and Fisheries

8) Environment

9) Education, Youth and Culture



The bodies of the 
European Union

THE COUNCIL
• It is chaired in rotation by representatives of each Member State for six 

months, except for the Foreign Affairs Council, which is chaired by the 
High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy (Kaja Kallas).

• It exercises legislative and budgetary functions together with the 
European Parliament.

• It decides by qualified majority (unless the Treaties provide otherwise, 
e.g., on the Common Foreign and Security Policy): 55% of the Member 
States representing at least 65% of the Union's population, but only 
three States cannot block decisions even if their population exceeds 
35%.

• Each session is divided into two parts: public when the Council discusses 
and votes on draft legislative acts; and non-public.

• Meetings are prepared by a committee of Permanent Representatives 
of the Member States (Co.re.per).



The bodies of the 
European Union

THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

• It has 705 members

• Elected by direct universal suffrage for five-year terms

• Members are divided into political groups (no fewer than 25 members elected 
in at least a quarter of the member states)

• Its work is divided into twenty committees

• Its rules of procedure are approved by a majority of its members

• It generally decides by a majority of votes cast

Headquarters: Strasbourg - Brussels

General Secretariat: Luxembourg

Website: https://www.europarl.europa.eu/portal/en



The bodies of the 
European Union

THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
• Role: EU legislative body elected by universal suffrage with 

supervisory and budgetary powers

• Members: 705 Members of the European Parliament 
(MEPs)

• President: Roberta Metsola (MT)

• Year of establishment: 1952 as the Common Assembly of 
the European Coal and Steel Community; 1962 as the 
European Parliament, with the first direct elections in 1979

• Location: Strasbourg (France), Brussels (Belgium), 
Luxembourg



The bodies of the 
European Union

THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT
• The European Parliament is the EU's legislative body, directly elected by 

EU citizens every five years. The last elections were held in 2024.

What does the European Parliament do?

The European Parliament has three main functions:

Legislation

• It adopts EU legislation, together with the Council of the EU, based on 
proposals from the European Commission

• It decides on international agreements

• It decides on enlargements

• It reviews the Commission's work program and requests it to submit 
legislative proposals



The bodies of the 
European Union

Supervision

• Exercises democratic oversight of all EU institutions

• Elects the President of the Commission and approves the Commission as a body. 
It can vote on a motion of censure, forcing the Commission to resign

• Grant discharge, which means it approves how the European Union budget has 
been spent

• Examines citizens' petitions and initiates investigations

• Discusses monetary policy with the European Central Bank

• Puts questions to the Commission and the Council

• Carries out election monitoring

Budget

• Prepares the European Union budget, together with the Council

• Approves the EU's long-term budget, the "multiannual financial framework."



The bodies of the 
European Union

THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT (705 members)

• 96 seats Germany

• 79 seats France

• 76 seats Italy

• 59 seats Spain

• 52 seats Poland

• 33 seats Romania

• 29 seats Netherlands

• 21 seats: Belgium, Greece, Portugal, Czech Republic, Hungary, Sweden

• 19 seats Austria

• 17 seats Bulgaria

• 14 seats: Denmark, Finland, Slovakia

• 13 seats Ireland

• 12 seats Croatia

• 11 seats Lithuania

• 8 seats Latvia, Slovenia

• 7 seats Estonia

• 6 seats Cyprus, Luxembourg, Malta



The bodies of the 
European Union

GROUPS WITHIN THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT

• Group of the European People's Party
• Group of the Progressive Alliance of Socialists and 

Democrats
• Renew Europe Group (Liberals)
• Greens/European Free Alliance
• Identity and Democracy Group
• European Conservatives and Reformists
• European United Left Group
• Other non-attached MEPs



The 
European 

Parliament 
hall in  

Strasbourg



The 
European 

Parliament 
hall in  

Brussels



The bodies of the 
European Union

THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION

• As many members as there are member states, including the 
President and the High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security 
Policy (who is one of the Vice-Presidents)

• Its term of office is 5 years

• It is the body that "promotes the general interest of the Union and 
takes appropriate initiatives to that end."

• It acts "with complete independence" (members may not seek or 
take instructions from any government, and governments undertake 
to respect their independence and not seek to influence them).

• It carries out its duties within the framework of the guidelines of its 
President (who decides on the internal organization, allocates 
responsibilities, and can force any member to resign).



The 
headquarters 

of the 
European 

Commission
in Brussels



The 
headquarters 

of the 
European 

Commission
in Brussels



The bodies of the 
European Union

THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION

• Role: Promotes the general interest of the EU by 
proposing and ensuring compliance with legislation and 
implementing EU policies and the budget.

• Members: A group or "college" of Commissioners, one 
from each EU country.

• President: Ursula von der Leyen (D)
• Year of establishment: 1958
• Location: Brussels, Belgium
• Website: https://commission.europa.eu/index_en



The bodies of the 
European Union

THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION

The European Commission is the politically independent executive 
arm of the EU. It is the only body responsible for drafting proposals 
for new European legislation. It also implements the decisions of the 
European Parliament and the Council of the EU.

What does the Commission do?

• It proposes new laws

• The Commission is the only EU institution that submits legislative 
provisions to the European Parliament and the Council for 
adoption;

• It protects the interests of the EU and its citizens on matters that 
cannot be effectively addressed at the national level;

• It relies on experts and the public for technical aspects.



The bodies of the 
European Union

POWERS OF THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION

• It has the power to initiate legislative acts (which is vested in 
the Commission and no other body)

• It has delegated legislative and implementing powers

• It presents the annual draft budget and implements the 
budget (i.e., it has spending power)

• It oversees the application of the Treaties and Union law

• It can bring infringement proceedings before the Court of 
Justice

• It has warning and surveillance powers over economic and 
budgetary policies, and can initiate an excessive deficit 
procedure



The bodies of the 
European Union

POWERS OF THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION

Manages EU policies and allocates EU funding:

• Sets EU spending priorities, together with the Council and Parliament.

• Prepares annual budgets for approval by Parliament and the Council.

• Supervises how funds are used, under the close supervision of the Court of 
Auditors.

Ensures compliance with EU legislation:

• Together with the Court of Justice, it ensures that EU law is correctly 
applied in all member countries.

Represents the EU on the international stage:

• Speaks for all EU countries in international bodies, particularly in the areas 
of trade policy and humanitarian aid.

• Negotiates international agreements on behalf of the EU.



The current 
European 

Commission



List of 
Generale 
Directorates



The bodies of the 
European Union

THE COURT OF JUSTICE

• It is composed of as many judges as there are member states, assisted by 
eight advocates general.

• The judges and advocates general are appointed for six-year terms by 
governments from among individuals of undisputed independence and 
competence.

• The judges elect their own President.

• It has its own statute (Protocol No. 3 annexed to the Treaties) and its own 
rules of procedure.

• Its general task is to ensure "observance of the law in the interpretation 
and application of the Treaties."

• It adjudicates disputes between Member States, between the Union and 
a Member State, between Union institutions, and between natural or 
legal persons and the Union (only in certain cases).



The bodies of the European Union

THE GENERAL COURT

• It sits alongside the Court of Justice and is composed 
of one judge per Member State.

• It has jurisdiction over actions brought by natural or 
legal persons (not appeals by states or institutions), 
as well as disputes between the Union and its 
officials.

• Its decisions may be challenged before the Court of 
Justice only on grounds of legality.



The bodies of the 
European Union

THE EUROPEAN CENTRAL BANK

• It has its own legal personality and a high degree of independence from 
other institutions and governments.

• It has regulatory powers.

• The governing bodies of the ECB are the President and the Executive 
Board, who together with the governors of the national central banks 
constitute the Governing Council.

• The President and the other five members of the Executive Board are 
appointed by the European Council for eight-year, non-renewable terms.

• It has "the exclusive right to authorize the issuance of euro banknotes 
within the Union."

• The ECB and the national central banks constitute the European System of 
Central Banks (ESCB), tasked with ensuring "the maintenance of price 
stability" and supporting "the general economic policies of the Union."



The bodies of the European Union

OTHER UNION BODIES

• Court of Auditors: composed of as many members as there are Member States, 
appointed for six-year terms by the Council after consulting the European Parliament. It 
oversees the accounts by examining all revenue and expenditure of the Union and of 
each body established by it. It oversees the "legality and regularity" of revenue and 
expenditure and ensures "sound financial management."

• Economic and Social Committee: advisory body composed of up to 350 representatives 
of economic interests, appointed by the Council on the proposal of the Member States.

• Committee of the Regions: advisory body composed of up to 350 representatives of 
regional and local authorities, appointed by the Council on the proposal of the Member 
States.



European Union names

• European Council: António Costa (P)

• Council: Denmark holds the rotating presidency from the 1st of June 2025; the 
President of the Foreign Affairs Council is the High Representative for Foreign 
Affairs and Security Policy, Kaya Kallas (EST)

• European Parliament: Roberta Metsola (MT)

• Commission: Ursula von der Leyen (D)

• Court of Justice: Koen Lenaerts (B)

• Court of Auditors: Tony Murphy (IE)

• European Central Bank: Christine Lagarde (F)

• Economic and Social Committee: Oliver Röpke (A)

• Committee of the Regions: Vasco Cordeiro (P)



European Union cities

• European Council: Brussels

• Council: Brussels (except for some sessions in Luxembourg)

• European Parliament: Strasbourg (plenary sessions), Brussels (additional
plenary sessions and committees), Luxembourg (General Secretariat)

• Commission: Brussels (except for some services in Luxembourg)

• Court of Justice and General Court: Luxembourg

• Court of Auditors: Luxembourg

• European Central Bank: Frankfurt



European Union policies

Agriculture and 
Fisheries

Free Movement of 
Persons, Services, 

and Capital

Area of ​​Freedom, 
Security, and Justice

Transport

Common Rules on 
Competition, 
Taxation, and 

Approximation of 
Laws

Economic and 
Monetary Policy

Employment Social Policy

European Social 
Fund



European Union policies

Education, 
vocational 

training, youth, 
sport

Culture Public health
Consumer 
protection

Trans-European 
networks

Industry

Economic, 
social, and 
territorial 
cohesion

Research and 
technological 
development, 

space

Environment Energy

Tourism Civil protection
Administrative 
cooperation





The budget 
of the EU

➢ The EU's annual budget amounts to €192,768.6 billion in 
2025: a huge sum in absolute terms, but only 1% of the 
annual wealth generated by EU countries.

➢ The budget is subject to the limits established by the 
Multiannual Financial Framework, which sets the 
maximum annual amounts the EU can spend in various 
policy areas over a given period (generally 7 years).

➢ The EU budget is spent in areas where it makes sense to 
pool resources to achieve results that benefit all of 
Europe, for example:

❑ improving transport, energy, and communications 
networks between EU countries

❑ protecting the environment at the European level
❑ making the European economy more competitive 

globally 
❑ helping European scientists and researchers collaborate 

across borders.



The 
Multiannual 
Financial 
Framework 
(MFF)

The MFF - Multiannual Financial Framework 21-27
➢ total €1,074.3 billion
➢ Integrated with "Next Generation EU" (NGEU) = 

€750 billion.
➢ The total is therefore €1,824.3 billion (further 

increased by €16 billion).

➢ NGEU is an emergency instrument, temporary in 
nature, and a one-off measure, to be used 
exclusively for crisis response and recovery 
measures.



MFF: the budget columns

The 2021-2027 multiannual budget is 
divided into the following seven headings:

1) Single Market, Innovation and Digital 
Agenda;

2) Cohesion, Resilience and Values;

3) Natural Resources and Environment;

4) Migration and Border Management;

5) Security and Defence;

6) Neighbourhood and the Rest of the 
World;

7) European Public Administration.



1. Single Market, Innovation 
and Digital Agenda:

➢ €143.4 billion (€132.8 billion from the MFF, 
€10.6 billion from the NGEU);

➢ Of this amount: €88.2 billion will be allocated to 
research and innovation; €35 billion to strategic 
European investments; €5.9 billion to the single 
market; €13.4 billion to space.

➢ Funding under this heading includes, among 
others, the Horizon Europe program (€94 
billion).

➢ This includes major projects under the new 
European space program and the International 
Thermonuclear Experimental Reactor (ITER) 
project.



2) Cohesion, Resilience and 
Values:

➢ €1,099.7 billion allocation (€377.8 billion 
from the budget and €721.9 billion from the 
NGEU). 

➢ The funding will be divided into three 
items: 1. regional development and 
cohesion (€290.6 billion); ERDF, Cohesion 
Fund 

2. recovery and resilience (€693 billion); 

3. investment in people, social cohesion and 
values ​​(€115.8 billion); Erasmus+, Creative 
Europe, European Social Fund



2) Cohesion, Resilience and 
Values:

1. the European Regional Development Fund 
(€200.4 billion),

2. the Cohesion Fund (€42.6 billion),

3. the European Social Fund Plus (€88 
billion), together with EU4Health (€2.2 
billion), Erasmus+ (€21.7 billion), Creative 
Europe (€1.6 billion), and "Rights and Values" 
(€0.8 billion).



3) Natural Resources and 
Environment

➢Natural resources and environment 
(€373.9 billion, €356.3 billion of which comes 
from the MFF and €17.5 billion from the 
NGEU),

➢includes - in addition to the environment 
(LIFE) and climate action (€22.8 billion) -
agricultural policy (RDP) and maritime policy 
(€350.4 billion).



4) Migration and Border 
Management

➢ Total budget of €22.7 billion, €9.8 billion 
of which is allocated to migration and €12.7 
billion to border management;

➢ The fourth heading is entirely financed by 
the MFF, with no contributions from the 
NGEU.

➢ This includes the Asylum and Migration 
Fund (€8.7 billion) and the Integrated Border 
Management Fund (€5.5 billion).



5) Security and Defense

➢ €1.7 billion will be allocated to the 
Internal Security Fund

➢ €7 billion to the European Defence Fund



6) Neibourhood and the 
Rest of the World

➢ €98.4 billion will be allocated from the MFF.
➢ A total of €85.2 billion will be allocated to 

external action and €12.6 billion to pre-
accession assistance.

➢ €70.8 billion will be allocated to the 
Neighbourhood, Development and 
International Cooperation Instrument (NDICI), 
which will bring together most of the existing 
instruments; 

➢ €10.3 billion will be allocated to humanitarian 
aid; 

➢ the Instrument for Pre-Accession Assistance 
will have a budget of €12.6 billion.



7) European Public 
Administration

➢ Finally, 73.1 billion euros are allocated to 
the European public administration, with 
budget items covering administrative 
expenses, pensions, and European schools.



The budget of the EU

Who benefits from the EU budget?

• About 94% of the budget funds concrete 
activities on the ground in EU countries and 
around the world. 

• All 508 million Europeans benefit, in one way or 
another, from the EU budget, which supports 
millions of students, thousands of researchers, 
cities, regions, and NGOs.



The budget of the EU

How much are operating expenses?

• About 6.7% of the budget. This item covers the 
administrative expenses of all institutions (especially 
the European Commission, the European Parliament, 
and the Council of the EU) and the costs of 
translation and interpretation to make information 
available in all official EU languages. 

• As part of a reform package, the largest institution, 
the Commission, is reducing its staff by 1% each year 
while simultaneously increasing working hours. 
Ultimately, staff will be reduced by 5%.



European Financial 
Framerwork: what is it?

• Translates Union policies into financial 
terms

• Sets maximum spending limits in various 
sectors

• Proposed by the Commission, amended, 
and approved by Parliament and the 
Council

• Legal status
• 7 years (2021-2027)
• Financial Framework vs. Annual Budget











Directly and 
indirectly managed 
funds

Direct management:

• This means that a fund or program is 
managed directly by the European 
Commission or one of its agencies. 
Management includes selecting 
contractors, awarding grants, 
transferring funds, monitoring 
activities, and other tasks.



Directly and 
indirectly managed 
funds

Indirect or shared management:

• This means that management 
of the EU fund or program is 
delegated to the Member 
States. Most EU-funded 
projects, which account for 
approximately 80% of the EU 
budget, fall under shared 
management.



European Financial Framerwork: management
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How to access European funds

Council, Parliament, 

Commission

European Policies

Council, Parliament, 

Commission

European Policies

Council, Parliament, 

Commission

Funding Programs

Council, Parliament, 

Commission

Funding Programs

Commission / Member

States

Call for proposals

Calls for tenders

Commission / Member

States

Call for proposals

Calls for tenders

Public entities, 

universities, NGOs, 

associations and other

public and private 

institutions

Projects and tenders

Public entities, 

universities, NGOs, 

associations and other

public and private 

institutions

Projects and tenders



EU Funding 
Features –

Information from 
DG/Agency 

websites

• Annual Work Programme

• Call for proposals

• Call for tenders

• Guidelines for applying to calls for 
proposals

• List of approved projects

• Information on policies and the state of 
the art in the respective sectors

• DG/EA organizational chart

• News and events

• Stakeholder contacts

• Partner search database



Thank you for your attention!
Elisabetta Boglich Perasti, PhD

elisabetta.boglich@dispes.units.it
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