Set-up and location
The European Union’s institutional set-up is unique and its decision-making system is constantly evolving. The 7 European institutions, 9 EU bodies and over 30 decentralised organisations are spread across the EU. They work together to address the common interests of the EU and European people. 
In terms of administration, there are over 20 EU agencies and organisations which carry out specific legal functions and 4 interinstitutional services which support the institutions.
All of these establishments have specific roles – from developing EU laws and policy-making to implementing policies and working on specialist areas, such as health, medicine, transport and the environment.
There are 4 main decision-making institutions which lead the EU’s administration. These institutions collectively provide the EU with policy direction and play different roles in the law-making process: 
· the European Parliament (Brussels/Strasbourg/Luxembourg)
· the European Council (Brussels)
· the Council of the European Union (Brussels/Luxembourg)
· the European Commission (Brussels/Luxembourg/Representations across the EU) 
Their work is complemented by other institutions and bodies, which include:
· the Court of Justice of the European Union (Luxembourg)
· the European Central Bank (Frankfurt)
· the European Court of Auditors (Luxembourg)
The EU institutions and bodies cooperate extensively with the network of EU agencies and organisations across the European Union. The primary function of these bodies and agencies is to translate policies into realities on the ground.
Around 60,000 EU civil servants and other staff serve the 450 million Europeans (and countless others around the world). This is actually a relatively small number - the French Finance Ministry has around 140,000 staff for a population of only 67 million.
Key facts and figures
Institutions
[bookmark: _GoBack]The powers, responsibilities and procedures of the EU’s institutions are laid down in the founding treaties of the EU: the Treaty on the Functioning of the European Union (1957) and the Treaty on European Union (1992). More recently, the Lisbon Treaty (2007) introduced certain amendments and additions to their competencies.  
The 4 main EU institutions, with their distinct functions, work together closely to set the EU’s agenda and initiate and coordinate EU law-making. 
In general, the European Council does not make laws. However, it can agree on changes in the Treaty on the Functioning of the EU. Its main role is to determine the EU’s political direction. In most cases, the European Parliament, the Council of the European Union and the European Commission produce the policies and laws that apply throughout the EU. The process they follow is called the Ordinary Legislative Procedure.
In principle, the Commission proposes new laws, and the Parliament and Council of the European Union adopt them. The member countries then implement them, and the Commission ensures that the laws are properly applied.
