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This is not something new, and this is not something only European, on the contrary. This is an issue that is regional and global. Putting things into perspective, we are talking about 0.1% of the European population when we talk about the refugees that are coming, while Lebanon is facing 25% of its population.

We are discussing of 40,000, we are discussing of 120,000. If you add the refugees that are hosted in the neighbouring countries of Syria and the ones that are internally displaced in Syria, I think we get close to 12 million. So, we better realise what we are talking about.

As European Union, we have established one trust fund, the Syria Trust Fund. So, I'm very glad that member states indicate the need to increase significantly the funds and I expect them to take the consequent decisions. The trust fund is open for contributions, and it's waiting for contributions.

We have to start being coherent. If we use certain words, then we have to take the consequent political decisions. The things you hear are tales of slavery, which are unbearable for any human being to listen to.

And if a mother decides to spend all the money of the family to bet them on the life, not only of herself, but of her children, you understand the magnitude of desperation we are facing. There is no way in which such a desperation of people ready to face the risk of dying together with the children, no illusion that this can be stopped with a fence or with a wall. Last night I came out very disappointed.

I was expecting more support on behalf of all member states. Right now, the whole world is watching us, is expecting from Europe to move ahead in a bold way and deliver. It is time for each and everyone to take their responsibilities.

The first relocations can start immediately. Priority will be given to vulnerable applicants. And the first resettlements can also start immediately.

On top of this, the Commission is proposing a permanent relocation mechanism so that the right to asylum can be enforced more quickly in future crises. 59 years ago, we had the first large European and the first large UNHCR refugee crisis. 140,000 Hungarians were moved from Austria into several European countries and out of Europe, and the relocation into other European countries took less than three months.

Unfortunately, today we have a European Union, but Europe is no longer united, Europe is divided. But in the Eastern Mediterranean, we have now about 4,000 people per day coming into the Greek islands, and that is becoming essentially a refugee flow. The first thing is to move ahead with what is possible immediately.

And that means to create adequate reception conditions where people can be welcomed, can be properly assisted, and then can be registered and screened to detect who is in need of protection, who is not in need of protection, for those in need of protection to be able to be relocated, and those not in need of protection to be able to be returned. If the Hungarian border is to remain in the present situation, I believe an emergency response needs to be done to Serbia, or to Serbia in theory, but centred in Serbia, because we need to have in Serbia, quickly, the creation of reception capacities and of assistance capacities. It is a meeting which could not have been timed more perfectly.

I begin on a very positive note, not on a note of rancour.
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