1950 – Schuman Declaration
A declaration, presented by the French Foreign Minister Robert Schuman on 9 May 1950, proposes the creation of a European Coal and Steel Community whose members 1 _____________ pool their national coal and steel production.
1951- Coal and Steel Community
The Treaty of Paris establishing the European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC) is signed by Belgium, West Germany, France, Italy, Luxembourg and the Netherlands. In 1952, it enters into 2____________, creating the nucleus of the European Union.
1957 – Treaty of Rome
Two treaties are signed, establishing the European Economic Community (3__________) and the European Atomic Energy Community (4 _______________). Both have separate institutions, including a supra-national commission, which are later merged with the ECSC.
1973 – First 5 _____________________
In 1973, Denmark, Ireland and the United Kingdom become members of the EEC. The decision is 6r_____________ by 7 _______________ referendum. In 1981, Greece joins as well, followed in 1986 by Portugal and Spain. In 1995, Finland, Sweden and Austria become members of the European Community.
1979 – Direct Elections 
The members of the European Parliament are elected by universal 8 s______________ in all member states. Until then, the Parliament had been composed of members of national parliaments. The Social Democrats 9g_______________ the largest number of seats (113), followed by the Christian Democrats (107) and the Conservatives (64).
1985 – Schengen Agreement
Signed in Luxembourg 1985 by initially only five EC countries (Belgium, Germany, France, Luxembourg and the Netherlands), the Schengen Agreement provides for an end of 10 __________________ checks between participating countries and common visa rules for 11 ______________-country nationals. Ten years later, the agreement was fully 12 ______________________. The Schengen Accord is now part of the EU, although some member states 13 o___________ not to be a part of it. 
Today 30 European countries, including 26 of the 27 Member States and the four European Free Trade Association countries – Iceland, Liechtenstein, Norway and Switzerland – are part of Schengen.
1986 – European Community
In 1986, the Single European Act is passed, creating the European Community (EC). Once the Single European Act (SEA) 14 __________________ into force, the title “European Parliament” (which the Assembly had used since 1962) was made official. The SEA also increased the EP’s legislative powers with the introduction of the cooperation and assent procedures.
1992 – Maastricht Treaty
The Treaty on European Union is signed in the Dutch city and creates what is 15 (from then on) h_________________ known as the European Union. The Maastricht Treaty also 16 p____________ the way for the creation of a single European currency, 17 l_________________ named the “euro”. It establishes an independent European Central Bank (ECB) and the European System of Central Banks.
1999– Single currency
The exchange rates between 12 national currencies (Austria, Belgium, Finland, France, Germany, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Netherlands, Portugal) and the new euro are 18 ______________. The single currency is later 19______________________ by other EU member states and has so far replaced national currencies in 20 member states (Austria, Belgium, Croatia (joined in 2023), Cyprus, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Portugal, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain.
2004 – Eastern and southern enlargement
Ten countries – Cyprus, Czech republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Slovakia and Slovenia – become members of the EU. Three years later, Romania and Bulgaria join as well. In 2013, Croatia becomes so far the last country to join the club.
2007 – Treaty of Lisbon
After the failure to ratify a Constitutional Treaty because of rejections in two EU member states(France and the Netherlands), the Lisbon Treaty is signed. It enters into force in 2009. 20 Su______________________ changes are introduced, the European Parliament is strengthened and new leadership positions such as President of the European Council (Antònio Costa since 1 Dec 2024) and High 21 ______________________for Foreign 22 ______________________  (Kaja Kallas since December 2024) created. The EU moves away from unanimity to 23 ______________________voting in more than 40 policy areas.
2020 – Brexit
[bookmark: _GoBack]In 2016, the United Kingdom votes in a referendum to leave the European Union. A bitter and long battle over the terms of the UK’s exit from the EU follows. On 31 January 2020, Britain becomes the first and so far only country to leave the club. Special rules remain in place in Northern Ireland, including membership of the 24______________________Market of the EU.
