Summary of Main Points – Speech on the Future of the European Union
- The European Union long believed that its economic scale and large consumer market would automatically 1 ______________________________________ geopolitical power. Recent events have demonstrated that this assumption was 2 _______________________________.
- The EU has faced 3 t_____________________________ and pressure from its closest ally, the United States, including demands to increase military 4 __________________________________, often in ways that may not align with Europe’s strategic interests.
- Despite being the largest financial supporter of Ukraine and having a strong interest in a 5j_____________________________ peace, the EU has played only a marginal role in peace negotiations, while other global actors have acted more 6a ________________________________.
- China has supported Russia’s war effort and has used its industrial overcapacity and control over strategic resources, such as 7 ______________________________________ earths, to increase Europe’s dependency.
- These developments have exposed the limits of economic strength alone and contributed to growing skepticism about the EU’s ability to defend its 8c______________________________________  values.
- This skepticism does not 9 ______________________________________ from a rejection of European values, such as democracy, freedom, peace, and solidarity, but rather from doubts about the EU’s capacity to protect them effectively.
- The EU was originally created as a response to the 10 ______________________________________ of nation-states to prevent conflict and war in the first half of the twentieth century, and it successfully evolved to meet the challenges of its time.
- In the late twentieth century, the EU adapted to a neoliberal global 11______________________________________ based on free trade, market openness, and reduced state intervention, in which it prospered.
- That global order has now ended, replaced by a world characterized by geoeconomics, industrial policy, power politics, and the strategic use of economic and military tools.
- Europe is currently 12 __________-____________________________ for this new environment and must adapt its political and economic organization to address existential challenges.
- 13 ______________________________________ European integration and returning to purely national sovereignty would leave Europe even more exposed to pressure from major global powers.
- The EU must move 14 ______________________________________ relying on past successes and instead transform itself from a spectator or secondary actor into a leading global actor.
[bookmark: _GoBack]- Economic reforms remain necessary, particularly to 15 ______________________________________ growth, which has 16 l______________________________________  behind the rest of the world over the past three decades.
- A key priority is completing the internal market by removing remaining internal barriers, which significantly 17 h______________________________________  productivity, growth, and efficient public procurement.
- The technological dimension is equally 18 ______________________________________, as no European country alone can develop the industrial capacity needed for strategic technologies such as semiconductors.
- Greater coordination and scale at the European level are required to reduce strategic 19 ______________________________________ and safeguard Europe’s future prosperity and sovereignty.
