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The "Fandom" Mentality

The issue is not having already picked a side, but being unwilling—whether 
consciously or not—to change one’s mind.
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Objectivity vs. neutrality 
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The Problem of Polarization
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The origin of polarization (?)
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The Problem of Polarization
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vs.

Narrative Polarization

Straw man arguments, oversemplifications ...



Comitato Nucleare e Ragione  - Pierluigi Totaro

Narrative Polarization
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The double standard
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...
Any problems here?
...

Selective problematization
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Disinformation

Taken from a textbook for Technical High 
Schools (Specialization: Energy, 
Mechanics, and Mechatronics).

<<In condizioni di funzionamento normale i reattori 
rilasciano all’esterno dosi di radiazioni attraverso 
sostanze sia gassose sia liquide.
La radioattività scaricata dalla centrale si disperde 
nell’atmosfera e il rischio di contaminazione non è 
legato alla sua inalazione dirette e immediata, ma si 
estende anche alle catene alimentari.
Queste piccole dosi di assorbimento, sommandosi nel 
tempo, arrecano seri danni all’organismo delle 
persone che vivono nelle aree in prossimità 
degli impianti.>>
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False dichotomies

Traditional (old? )energies 
vs. 

Innovative/alternative energies
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False dichotomies

Traditional (old? )energies 
vs. 

Innovative/alternative energies

First Silicon Solar Panel:
Bell Labs., 1954

First Nuclear Power Plant connected to the grid:  
Obninsk, USSR, 1954
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False dichotomies

Nuclear energy vs. renewable energies
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Misleading synonims
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Misleading synonims



Renewable or sustainable?

<<Ensure access to affordable, 
reliable, sustainable and modern 
energy for all>>

https://nucleareeragione.org/tassonomia-ue/
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Sustainable energy: <<Effectively, the provision of energy such that it 
meets the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future 
generations to meet their own needs.>>

Renewable Energy and Efficiency Partnership
very similar to Wikipedia definition

https://nucleareeragione.org/tassonomia-ue/
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The means-ends confusion
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The means-ends confusion

 Decarbonization targets
vs.

Renewable-related targets



The means-ends confusion
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Low-carbon technologies
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Cradle-to-grave 

Life-cycle emissions: 

from cradle to grave 



The perfect mix?

https://app.electricitymaps.com
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https://app.electricitymaps.com/


Public Acceptance
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The assertive communication 
challenge 
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Cultural Challenge
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Every solution breeds new problems.
Artur Bloch

There is always an easy solution to every problem: 
neat, plausible, and wrong.

H. L. Mencken

Looking for simple solutions
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Thank You!

https://nucleareeragione.org
info@nucleareeragione.org
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https://nucleareeragione.org/
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