Cultural References in the European Parliament Speech
This document explains the main historical and cultural references mentioned in the speech. It is designed for MA students in Conference Interpreting (Italian → English) to help them understand background knowledge required for interpreting political discourse.
Spirito di Ventotene
The 'Spirit of Ventotene' refers to the Ventotene Manifesto (1941), written by Altiero Spinelli and Ernesto Rossi while imprisoned by the Fascist regime on the island of Ventotene. The manifesto called for a federal Europe to prevent future wars between European nations. It is considered one of the founding texts of European integration.
Padri Fondatori dell’Europa
The 'Founding Fathers of Europe' refers to the political leaders who promoted European integration after World War II. Key figures include Robert Schuman, Jean Monnet, Konrad Adenauer, Alcide De Gasperi and Paul-Henri Spaak. Their goal was to ensure peace and cooperation through shared institutions.
Le spiagge della Normandia
This refers to the Normandy landings (D‑Day) on 6 June 1944, when Allied forces—especially British, American and Canadian troops—landed on the beaches of Normandy in Nazi‑occupied France. The operation marked a turning point in World War II and contributed to the liberation of Western Europe.
Sophie e Hans Scholl
Sophie and Hans Scholl were members of the White Rose resistance movement in Nazi Germany. The group distributed leaflets calling for opposition to Adolf Hitler and the Nazi regime. In 1943 they were arrested, tried and executed. They are remembered as symbols of moral courage and resistance.
Eroi del Ghetto di Varsavia
This refers to the Warsaw Ghetto Uprising of 1943, when Jewish resistance fighters in the Warsaw Ghetto rebelled against Nazi deportations to extermination camps. Although the uprising was eventually crushed, it became a powerful symbol of resistance against oppression and genocide.
Primavere represse con i carri armati nei paesi dell’Est
This phrase refers to democratic uprisings in Eastern Europe that were suppressed by Soviet military intervention during the Cold War. Examples include the Hungarian Revolution of 1956 and the Prague Spring of 1968 in Czechoslovakia, when Soviet tanks were sent to crush reform movements.
Brexit
Brexit refers to the United Kingdom’s decision to leave the European Union following a referendum held on 23 June 2016. The withdrawal formally took place on 31 January 2020. The term combines 'Britain' and 'exit' and has had major political and economic implications for Europe.

