1. Do you think English today is better or worse than in the past?
2. Are some accents more prestigious than others?
3. Do Italians criticize dialects or language change?
















1. Write a 2-sentence summary of each passage.
2. Identify one key idea in each passage.

Passage 1 — Language Complaints
People have complained about language change for centuries. Many speakers believe that earlier forms of language were more correct or more elegant. Linguists explain that language naturally evolves over time. Complaints about language often reflect cultural nostalgia rather than real linguistic decline.

Passage 2 — Prestige and Power
Some accents are considered more prestigious than others. For example, certain varieties of British English have historically been associated with education and social status. These perceptions often reflect social hierarchies rather than linguistic superiority.

Passage 3 — American Media Influence
American movies, television, and technology have spread American vocabulary and pronunciation around the world. As a result, many learners are more familiar with American English. However, British English still influences global education and publishing.

Passage 4 — Language Myths
Some people claim that American English is “simpler” or “incorrect.” Linguists reject this idea. Both American and British English follow complex grammatical systems and have rich vocabularies.

Passage 5 — Language and Identity
Language reflects identity. The way people speak can reveal their region, education, or cultural background. Differences between American and British English are often expressions of identity rather than correctness.

Define and use in a sentence:
· prestige
· dialect
· stereotype
· linguistic myth
· identity
Then answer:
1. Why do some accents become prestigious?
2. Do similar attitudes exist in Italy?





Groups fill a comparison chart:
	Aspect
	American English
	British English
	Italian comparison

	Vocabulary example
	
	
	

	Accent prestige
	
	
	

	Media influence
	
	
	

	Language stereotypes
	
	
	





· Why do people care so much about language differences?






