Words/phrases: stereotype, formal, informal, criticism, identity, informalization, globalization, American English, British English 
Tasks:
· Define words in your own words
· Write a sentence connecting it to a passage
· Share examples from Italian culture or other languages

Tasks: read and underline insights, write 2-sentence summaries, create 1 discussion question per passage
Passage 1 — Complaints About American English:
“Many British English speakers have long expressed frustration with American English, claiming it is informal, lazy, or simplified.
Complaints often focus on grammar changes, vocabulary differences, or pronunciation, for example using ‘gotten’ instead of ‘got,’ or ‘apartment’ instead of ‘flat.’
Linguists argue these opinions are cultural and emotional rather than objective assessments of correctness.
Understanding these complaints requires considering history, culture, and national identity, as English developed differently on each side of the Atlantic.”
Passage 2 — Prestige and Identity:
“Some varieties of English are considered more prestigious than others.
Accents, vocabulary, and usage associated with higher education or social class often gain the label ‘correct’ or ‘proper.’
These labels are socially constructed and reflect attitudes toward speakers, not the language itself.
For example, Received Pronunciation in the UK carries status, while regional or American accents may be seen as informal or casual.
Language becomes a marker of identity and class, influencing perceptions and opportunities.”
Passage 3 — Stereotypes and Globalization:
“Stereotypes about American English include notions that it is informal, simple, or culturally dominant.
However, exposure through media, movies, and technology has normalized many American forms worldwide.
Younger generations often accept these differences more readily, and some even prefer American vocabulary or pronunciation for social or professional reasons.
Such changes show how language attitudes evolve with globalization and cultural exchange.”
Passage 4 — Language Choice and Identity:
“Choosing one variety of English over another can be a conscious decision linked to identity.
A speaker might use British English to appear formal or educated, while American English may signal modernity or informality.
Language choice can thus be a reflection of self-presentation, cultural affiliation, and social positioning.
Being aware of these factors helps learners navigate international communication effectively.”

Real vs Stereotype (Groups)
Task:
· List stereotypes about American and British English
· Compare to facts in the passages
· Discuss fairness and exaggeration
· Write 3 examples of how language stereotypes affect learning or communication

Debate (Groups)
Motion:
“American English is unfairly criticized compared to British English.”
Instructions:
· Prepare arguments (5 min)
· Present to class (2 min per group)
· Open discussion 


